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Bn the Impassible... free! 



Superguide 


From the Web Page to the Printed Page... 
Everything You Need to Dazzle Them!! 


Scanners * Color Printers * Screaming Video 













Office 


With Microsoft® Office for Windows® 95, your ideas flow 
seamlessly, intuitively, and work moves exactly the way you 
want. Microsoft Excel, Word, PowerPoinC Microsoft Access, 
and Schedule+ were designed to work together in more ways, 
in faster ways. Manage your key contacts in Schedule+ and 
drop addresses into Word when you write them letters. Convert 
a list in Microsoft Excel into a relational database in Microsoft 
Access. You sit down to work and, now more than ever, the 
software conforms to the task. 

The programs also get out of your way by revealing their 
capabilities intuitively. IntelliSense™ technology inside Microsoft 
Office means each program can sense what you are trying to 
do and actually execute many formatting and repetitive data 
entry tasks automatically. Not in a “mind of its own" sort of 
way, but in ways that accelerate the pace of your work. (To 
create a numbered list in Word, you just type l.and your 
thought, hit Enter, and 2. appears automatically.) If you ever 
have a question on how to do something, just type it in using 
your own words, and the Answer Wizard will walk you through 
the task step-by-step. 

This is Microsoft Office for Windows 95. Using the power 
and simplicity of the Windows 95 operating system to let you 
focus on your work, not on your software. 
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With Microsoft Office, you don’t have to make your thought process conform to 
your computer’s process. Use the Office Binder to create a single document 
(a marketing report, perhaps) that uses files from several Microsoft Office programs. 
Combine a cover letter, financial projections, and professional-looking charts and 
graphs into one file. Save it and print it as one. Open it and have all the applications 
it uses launch at once. You spend less time going back and forth between programs. 
Less time working around obstacles. More time focusing on the work at hand. 



"“*• No barriers between your ideas and other people. 

You can use the new Internet Assistants for Microsoft Excel, Word, and PowerPoint 
to create home pages on the World Wide Web. (Just download the tools from our 
Web site.) When you save a document, choose HTML format, and it’s ready to post 
onto the Web, Also use Microsoft Word to communicate more clearly through e-mail 
or the Internet. Create your message inside Word, using its formatting options 
like italic, bold, indented paragraphs, and bulleted lists to emphasize your point. 
Then send the message without ever closing out of Word. Inside your company 
and out, Microsoft Office makes it easier for people to access your ideas, work 
together to perfect them, and collaborate on how to implement them. 




Microsoft 









BUSINESS BROCHURE 


Our new Canon® Color Bubble Jet™ printers are just as serious about business 

QUALITY OUTPUT AS YOU ARE. AFTER ALL, THEY PRINT SOME OF THE MOST CRISP, BRILLIANT, 
OFFICE QUALITY COLOR GRAPHICS AND TEXT THE PRINTER INDUSTRY HAS TO OFFER. 

Color Bubble Jet Printers 

I can do serious color. 

I can do anything. 

They’re also an added source of inspiration. Thanks to fun new software we’ve 

INCLUDED, LIKE CRAYOLA* AR'I™ HALLMARK CONNECTIONS™EVERYDAY GREETINGS™AND 
MORE, YOU CAN CREATE GREETING CARDS, STICKERS, EVEN IRON-ONS FOR T-SHIRTS. 

Call 1-800-848-4123, Ext. 904. And find out what you can do. Only with canon. 

© 1996 Canon Computer Systems, Inc. Canon is a registered trademark and Bubble Jet is a trademark of Canon Inc. All other 
products and brand names are trademarks of their respective companies. Software included is available on CD only. Canon recommends using 
only Canon Computer Systems supplies and accessories. CCSI, 2995 RedhiUAve., CA 92626. In Canada, call 1-800-263-1121, Ext. 904. 

Canon 







Compaq Notebooks. From Extra 



Notebooks That Really Take You Places. 


Wherever your work takes you, you can be sure that one of 
these Compaq® notebook PCs makes sense for you. Call and 
ask about the Compaq Contura® 400 Series — a powerful 
combination of affordability and features. 

Or, if you’re looking for a high-performance Pentium® 
notebook, the Compaq LTE® S000 Series delivers the ultimate 
mix of power and flexibility. With several interchangeable 
devices and the functional Multi Bay" design, the LTE 5000 


Series allows you to mix and match capabilities anywhere. 
Whichever Compaq notebook you choose, our optional 
expansion bases make it work even harder. And since all our 
notebooks come with a 3-Year Worldwide Limited Warranty** 
you can count on Compaq support whether you’re working 
at home, or in one of over 85 countries around the world. 


Starting at $ 2 , 399 *' 


COMPAQ. 

DirectPlus 































Portable To Extra Powerful 



J 

Contura 430C 

Contura 430CX j 

LTE 5000 Model 510 

LTE 5100 Model 810 

Processor 

486DX4/100MHZ 

486DX4/100MHZ 

Pentium 75MHz 

Pentium 90MHz 

Std./Max. Memory 

8MB/32MB 

8MB/32MB 

8MB/72MB 

8MB/72MB 

Hard Drive 

720MB 

720MB 

510MB (removable) 

810MB (removable) 

Cache 

16KB Internal 

16KB Internal 

256KB, 64-Bit 

256KB, 64-Bit 

Diskette Drive 

Internal 3.5" 1.44MB 

Internal 3.5" 1.44MB 

Modular 3.5" 1.44MB 

Modular 3.5" 1.44MB 

Display 

10.4" Color Dual Scan 

10.4" Color TFT 

10.4" Color Dual Scan 

10.4" (800x600) CTFT 

Video Graphics 

32-Bit Local Bus 

32-Bit Local Bus 

32-Bit PCI Local Bus 

1MB VRAM 

32-Bit PCI Local Bus 

1 MB VRAM 

PCMCIA Slots 

2 Type II 

2 Type II 

2 Type II 

2 Type II 

16-Bit Audio 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Internal CD-ROM Drive 

N/A 

N/A 

Optional QuadSpeed 

Optional QuadSpeed 

Pointing Device 

Optical Trackball 

Optical Trackball 

EasyPoint™ II 

EasyPoint II 

NiMH Battery 

3-5 Hours 

3-5 Hours 

2-4 Hours 

2-4 Hours 

Ports 

Keyboard/Pointing 

Device, Enhanced 

Parallel, Serial, 

External SVGA 

Keyboard/Pointing 

Device, Enhanced 

Parallel, Serial, 

External SVGA 

External Keyboard/ 
Pointing Device, 
Headphone/Speakers, 
Microphone, Infrared 
Communication, 

External SVGA 

External Keyboard/ 

Pointing Device, 
Headphone/Speakers, 
Microphone, Infrared 
Communication, 

External SVGA 

Software 

MS-Windows® 95 or 
MS-Windows 3.1 

MS-Windows 95 or 
MS-Windows 3.1 

MS-Windows 95 or 
MS-Windows 3.1 ; 
MS-Video for Windows, 
Compaq Sound System 

MS-Windows 95 or 
MS-Windows 3.1; 
MS-Video for Windows, 
Compaq Sound System 

Dimensions/Weight 

11.9"x9"x2.276.25lbs. 

11.9"x9"x2.2"/6.5lbs. 

12.2"x9"x2"/7.1 lbs. 

12.2"x9"x2"/7.4lbs. 

Worldwide Warranty** 

3-Year Limited 

3-Year Limited 

3-Year Limited 

3-Year Limited 

Pricet 

$2,399 

$2,999 

$3,849 

$5,399 



Optional 

Expansion Base 

Includes a battery charger and separate AC adapter. 
Interfaces include: serial, enhanced parallel, monitor, 
numeric keypad, keyboard, mouse, and optional 
Ethernet. Monitor stand included. 

Modular expansion base allows devices to be 
shared between the notebook and base. Supports 
two additional hard drives or CD-ROM drives and 
additional diskette drive. Includes Integrated Ethernet. 

Pricet 

Docking Base $175 

Docking Base (Ethernet) $295 

MultiBay Expansion Base $489 

QuadSpeed CD-ROM Drive $389 


WEEKDAYS 1 


7, SAT. 9-3 CST 


1 - 800 - 888-5539 


ASK FOR OUR NEW FI 




NAME OF YOUR NEAREST COMPAQ AUTHORIZED RESELLER, CALL 1-800-345-1518. 
































Powerful. Affordable. Available 



The Compaq* ProLinea* family combines real affordability 
with features typically found on more expensive PCs. So 
you get a desktop that’s easily one of the most powerful 
in its class. 

The chart at right gives you all the details, including 
these highlights: Powerful performance. Buy as much 
performance as you need, with a choice of extremely 
fast (75MHz) to blindingly fast (166MHz) Pentium* 
processors. Advanced technology. Count on fast, 
high-resolution graphics, thanks to PCI Local Bus 


Graphics, included in every model. Room to grow. 
Look ahead positively — your future computing needs 
have been generously considered. Every Compaq ProLinea 
comes to you Plug and Play compliant. And the standard 
8MB or 16MB of RAM is easily upgradable to 136MB 
or 192MB — enough to keep pace with how you work. 

Interested? Here’s one more detail you should know. 
It’s easy to get a ProLinea. Just call Compaq DirectPlus* 

COMPAQ. 

DirectPlus 










Details Below. 



r 

575e 

5100e 

| 5133 

5166 

Processor 

Pentium® 75MHz 

Pentium 100MHz 

Pentium 133MHz 

Pentium 166MHz 

Std./Max. Memory 

8MB/136MB 

8MB/136MB 

16MB/192MB 

16MB/192MB 

Hard Drive 

630MB or 1CB 

630MB or 1GB 

1.2GB or 2GB 

1.2CB or 2GB 

Cache Internal 

16KB 

16KB. 

16KB 

16KB 

Cache External 

256KB (optional) 

256KB (optional) 

256KB 

256KB 

Architecture 

PCI 

PCI 

Tri FI ex/PCI 

Tri Flex/PCI 

Video Memory/Max. 

1MB/2MB 

1MB/2MB 

1MB/2MB 

1MB/2MB 

Compaq 150 Color Monitor 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Diskette Drive 

3.5" 1.44MB 

3.5" 1.44MB 

3.5" 1.44MB 

3.5" 1.44MB 

Expansion Slots (TotaO 

3 

3 

5 . 

5 

Drive Bays (Total) 

3 

3 

5 

5 

Ports: Serial/Parallel 

1/1 (ECP) 

1/1 (ECP) 

1/1 (ECP) 

1/1 (ECP) 

Security Features 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Processor Upgradable 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

101-Key Keyboard, Mouse 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Software Preinstalled 

MS-Windows® 95 or 

MS-Windows 95 or 

MS-Windows 95 or 

MS-Windows 95 or 

(Choice of) 

MS-Windows 3.1 

MS-Windows 3.1 

MS-Windows 3.1 

MS-Windows 3.1' 

Energy Star Compliant 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Limited Warranty* 

3-Year 

3-Year 

3-Year 

3-Year 

Former Pricet 





630MB Hard Drive 

$1,779 

$2,049 

- 

- 

1CB Hard Drive 

$1,979 

$2,199 

- 

- 

1.2CB Hard Drive 

_ 

_ 






CALL FOR PRICING 

2CB Hard Drive 

- 

“ 









































Dream Setup 

Whether you work at 
home, in a corporate office, 
or in a design studio, we 
have the ideal PC, scanner, 
printer, and software setup 
for you. 103 



Superguide 

Want a killer Web page? A winning 
newsletter? A standout report? Make 
everything you do rise to the top of 
the pile! We’ve got all the products you 



Ultimate Video 

Hate to wait for Windows? 
Smash the hourglass once 
and for all! We test the 
five fastest Windows 
accelerators. Plus, 3-D 
breakthroughs. 147 


need to make it easy—scanners, 
printers, and tons of software. 101 


Essential E-mail 

How much e-mail do you really 
need? We look at the best dedicated 
mail packages for any size business. 

Also: other e-mail alternatives and 
how to send messages for free. 1 53 









New! 


Hewlett-Packard Color LaserJet 5! See it 

here first: HP’s second-generation Color LaserJet 
lets everyone in the office produce stunning 
color output—for just pennies per page. 50 


53 Iomega Jaz drive 
Gigabytes to go. 

54 Panda Project 
Archistrat 4s Server 

56 Panasonic CF-41 Mark 
III vs. Zenith Z-Note 
GT CD notebooks. 

58 Hewlett-Packard ScanJet 
4p Quick and easy color 
scanning. 

60 NEC MultiSync 
LCD300 

62 Kodak Digital Science 
DC50 zoom camera 
Photos without film. 

62 Umax Maxmedia 
CD-IS601 vs. Toshiba 
XM-3701 

64 Diamond Edge 3D 

Windows in 3-D. 


64 Diamond 8000 vs. Turtle 
Beach Kit Eight-speed 
multimedia upgrade kits. 

79 Microsoft Internet 
Explorer 2.0 Microsoft 
narrows Netscape’s lead. 

80 Claris FileMaker Pro 3.0 

82 Microsoft Active 

VRML, Sony 
CyberPassage, Paper 
Software WebFX 
Browse the Web in 
another dimension. 

84 Kai Power Tools 3 

Inimitable image effects. 

84 Microsoft Accounting 
Analysis Pack Critique 
your cash flow. 

89 Microsoft Exchange 
Server 4.0 Industrial- 
strength e-mail. 


90 S&S Software Dr. 
Solomon’s Anti-Virus 
Toolkit 7.5, McAfee 
NetShield2.3, Symantec 
Norton AntiVirus 2.0 
Virus-proof your 
network. 

36 Pulse Smart voice-mail 
agents, movies on CD, 
supercheap hard drives, 
and Radar. 

39 The A-List Editors’ top 
picks in 50 categories. 

95 CD-RON Ron White 
faces the music on CD. 

236 Product Index 

238 Marketplace 


Soho 


Inside Information The 

latest spin on fast quad- 
speed CD-ROM changers for 
under $400, a voice- 
activated PC you can wear, 
snoop-proofing your 
notebook, and a business- 
card scanner that really 
works. 259 


1-Way 


Hot off the Web Is your 
newspaper out of date the 
second it’s delivered? We 
show you where to get 
instant updates, custom 
news feeds, and all the 
latest on the Web. Plus, 
Web-page makeovers, free 
stuff, and Insites. 271 
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Windows 95 Buyers’ Guide 

Our essential resource kit for 

Windows applications in 

the office and at home. 

167 Morningstar Principia 
Track your stocks. 

167 CuteFTP 

Easy Web downloads. 

172 WinSales 3.0 

Keep-in-touch agents. 

172 Desktop Toys 

Entertain your brain. 

180 Optika FilePower Suite CD 
Manage e-documents. 

180 Movie & Video Guide 1996 
Movie reviews on disk. 

186 SPSS 7.0 for Windows 
Analyze your stats. 

186 Barcode Anything 

Keep tabs on anything. 

192 Micro Logic Info Select 3.0 
Acult-ciassic planner. 

192 Long Filenames 

Name your files right. 

198 Windows 95 Starts Here 
Win95 crash course. 

198 HotDog Professional 2.0 
Brute-force HTML. 

204 Windows Draw 4.0 
All-in-one graphics. 

204 Florida State Football 
FSU crushes Gators. 

210 Essential Internet 

Complete 1-Way primer. 



Usability Approved It's 
fast and cheap—but will it 
get the job done? Only 
products that meet or beat 
the high standards of our 
Usability Labs earn this seal. 



Online Extras Free stuff! 
Get hundreds of freebies, 
bug fixes, and other 
bonuses from our Web site 
(www.pccomputing.com), 
CompuServe, or the 
Microsoft Network when 
you see this seal. 
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AND TIMES WHEN 



ARCHITECTURE 


YOU DON’T. 



Introducing the NEC Versa® 4000. 
Along with the innovative VersaBay II, the 
Versa 4000 features a 10.4” high-resolution 
screen, lull-motion video support, SoundBlaster® 
Pro compatibility, two huilt-in speakers and a 
microphone. So what do you get when you 
combine all that with its 120MHz Pentium® 
processor*, 1GB hard drive, 8 - 40MB RAM, 
a lithium-ion battery, a VersaGlide pointing 
device and hot-swappable PC Cards? Simple. 
Not just the most advanced notebook for 
multimedia, the most advanced notebook, 

period. Call 1-800-NEC-VERSA. 


SEE. HEAR 

AND FEEL THE 

DIFFERENCE." 


Circle 239 on reader service card. 































PCComputing 


Windows® 95 
and Tripp Lite - 
Complete 
Plug & Play 
Protection 



Protect your data and get the most from 
Windows 95 with Tripp Lite! PowerAlert software 
for Windows 95 is the only power management 
software that saves all your data when a blackout 
strikes. Buy it bundled with Tripp Lite’s new 
BC Pro Plug & Play UPS Systems or purchase 
the software separately for use with your existing 
Tripp Lite UPS. And with full backward and 
forward compatibility, there's no need to replace 
your existing Tripp Lite UPS system. 

For Windows 95 
PowerAlert Software Provides: 

■ Complete Plug & Play Compatibility on 
BC Pro, OmniPro, SmartPro and SmartPro 

Unison UPS Systems 

■ Backward & Forward Compatibility with 

all Tripp Lite UPS Systems* 

■ Complete Data Protection for 
Windows 95 Users 

■ Plug & Play Convenience Without 
Expensive, Additional Equipment! 

•LAN-ready models 


Get REAL Plug & Play Compatibility! 
Call Now To Find Out About Our 
Special Introductory Pricing On 
All Tripp Lite Plug & Play 
Products For Windows 95. 

Call (312) 755-8741, Dept. PNP2 


TRIPP LITE 

THE POWER PEOPLE 


500 N. Orleans Chicago, IL 60610 
Fax: (312) 644-6505 
FaxBack: (312) 755-5420 
E-mail: info%tripplite@mcimail.com 
PowerZone™ Web Site: http://tripplite.com 


VICE PRESIDENT, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

Paul Somerson 


executive editor Wendy Taylor technical director Adam Meyerson 

managing editor Debra McDonald art director Michael Yapp 


EDITORIAL 

senior editors Kyla K. Carlson, 

Jack Lyon, Ron White (CD-RON) 
associate editors Marty Beaudet, 
James Oliver Cury, Liesl La Grange 
Noble, Rich Schwerin 
assistant editor Julie McCullough 
copy chief D. Jacqueline Kan 

DESKTOP PRODUCTION MANAGER 
Jackie Cuneo 
copy editor Kristine Dixon 
production EDITOR Peggy Gannon 
assistant copy editor Tara McGoldrick 


ART AND DESIGN 

associate art directors Timothy 
Edward Downs, Allyson Appen 
photo editor Peter Alan Gould 
art assistant Frances Herrera 
Gunther 

LABS AND TECHNICAL 

technical editor, performance lab 
manager Scott Naylor 
usability lab manager George 
Hackman, Jr. 

SENIOR PROJECT LEADERS Lulit 

Bezuayehu, Ibrahim Gul 
technical specialists Lydia M. 
Karlowicz, Daisy Zhao 
inventory coordinator 
Dawn Fairbrother 


CONTRIBUTING 

EDITORS 

senior contributing editor Ed Bott 
contributing editors Vincent Chen, 
John C. Dvorak, Charles Fleischer, 
Preston Gratia, Marty Jerome, 
Woody Leonhard, Neil Randall 

PC COMPUTING 
ONLINE 

ASSOCIATE ONLINE EDITORS Jill Cook, 
Dylan Tweney 


VICE PRESIDENT, publishing DIRECTOR J. Samuel Huey 
PUBLISHER Robert J. Nolan 


MARKETING AND SALES 

GENERAL BUSINESS MANAGER 

Lawrence E. Friedberg 
subscription director Charles Mast 

SINGLE-COPY SALES, MARKETING DIRECTOR 

James E. Gerth 

marketing information specialist 

Kimberly Black 


marketing manager Nancy Garafano 

ASSISTANT EVENTS MANAGER 

Denise Chase 

marketing coordinator Tracy Sweeney 

PRODUCTION 

production director Carlos Lugo 
production manager Dennis Fitzgerald 
assistant production manager 

Monique L. Risso 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

executive assistant to THE VP, 

PUBLISHING director 

Leta C. Fisher 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE VP. 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

Kristiana J. Sooy 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE PUBLISHER 
Sandra L. Neto 

administrative assistant Kedren Dillard 
receptionist Christina Valdez 


Howto Contact the Editors We welcome feedback. However, we 
cannot respond to individual requests to look up stories from 
previous issues, recommend products, or diagnose PC problems. 
Send comments or complaints to: 950TowerLane, 19th Floor, 
Foster City, CA 94404; fax us at (415) 578-7059; contact us via 
the Internet (72241.1724@compuserve.com) or CompuServe 
(72241,1724); or log on to PC Contact to post a public message 
(see page 22). PCComputing is under no obligation to review 
unsolicited products. All unsolicited submissions become the 
property of PCComputing. Ifyou want to makea submission, 
contact one of the following editors— Features: Wendy Taylor; 
News and Reviews: Kyla K. Carlson; Online: Dylan Tweney. Ifyou 
buy a product advertised in PCComputing, are dissatisfied, and 
can’t resolve the problem, write (please do not call) Sandra L. 
Neto, Executive Assistant to the Publisher, atthe above address. 
Include copies of all correspondence. 

PC Computingon CD-ROM PCComputing^ availableas part of 
Computer Select, a CD-ROM published by Information Access 


Company, formerly Computer Library. Each monthly issue of 
Computer Select contains the full text of the most recent year’s 
issues of PCComputing. Computer Select also contains full-text 
articles from over 70 computer magazines, newspapers and 
newsletters, as well as abstracts from over 40 more computer 
periodicals, business magazines, and newspapers. For more 
information, call Information Access Company/Computer Library 
at (800) 419-0313 ext. 718. 

Subscription Inquiries/Change of Address For subscription 
service questions, address changes, or forordering, call (303) 
665-8930, or fax (303) 604-7455 in the United States orCanada; 
call (303) 604-7445, orfax (303) 604-0540 if elsewhere; orwrite 
to PCComputing, P.0. Box 58229, Boulder, CO 80322-8229. The 
subscription rate is $24.97 for one year. Canada and all other 
countries require an additional $16for postage. For back issues 
(subject to availability), send a checkormoneyorderfor$7 ($8 
outside the United States) to Back Issues Department, Ziff-Davis 
Publishing Company, P.O. Box 53131, Boulder, CO 80322-3131. 


Circle 147 on reader service card. 
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PaperPort Vx- 






■e easiest way to 

rntoym KL. X 



Organize everything easily. 

Mark-up your documents, then put 
them in files you create. Instantly find 
whatever you need with our powerful 
search tools. 



Copy.fax. and edit—at your fingertips. 

Just drag and drop your document to 
your fax, e-mail, word processors, 
printers—and more. You'll never again 
have to babysit the fax machine or 
wait in line for the copier. 


'yy V I S I O N E E R 


With Visioneer s new PaperPort Vx, 
you can get paper into your PC in 
as little as two seconds—and put it to 
work with unmatched simplicity 
and speed. 

Get paper in fast. 

Just feed any piece of paper (up to 
8.5” wide and 30" long) —a letter, 
photo, newsclip, receipt, business 
card—into PaperPort Vx. In seconds, 
it appears on your screen. Crisp and 
clear. Easy to read. And ready to be 
faxed or e-mailed, edited or copied, 
printed or filed with incredible ease. 

Put it to work—instantly. 
PaperPort Vx has direct links to 
hundreds of the most popular software 
applications, so you can automatically 
integrate paper into the applications 
you use everyday—your fax, on-line 
service, word processor, contact 
manager, spreadsheet, and many more. 

Do even more with $249 worth 
of free software. 

PaperPort Vx includes the latest 
OmniPage LITE™ OCR software to 
transform scanned paper into editable 

PAPE R P 



ORtVr 


So, instead of running papers around 
your office, use PaperPort Vx to zip 
them into your PC where you can put | 
them to work. To find out more, call 
us at 1-800-787-7007, Ext. 105 
or see your local dealer. 


text; Corex CardScan SE” to automati¬ 
cally turn your pile of business cards 
into an electronic card-file of contacts; 
and PictureWorks Copier™ to turn 
your computer and printer into an 
instant copy machine — with power¬ 
ful features to resize your image and 
put multiple items (like receipts and 
business cards) on a single page. 

Superior readability, 
superior results. 

Only PaperPort Vx gives you exclu¬ 
sive SharpPage™ technology. So 
you get crisper scanned text—and 
your fax recipients get extremely 
legible pages, with no unreadable 
black blotches. And with up to 256 
shades of gray, PaperPort Vx accu¬ 
rately captures your snapshots and 
graphics—even magazine pages. 


Circle 243 on reader service card. 























EPSON COLOR INK JET PRINTERS. There are 8 zillion colors sleeping in your gray 
matter. 463,911 shades of red alone. Too many blues to count. Ochres and mauves and glrrw-in-the-dark purples. 
Well, it’s time to let them out. All it takes is an EPSON Stylus Color printer; call 1-800-BUY-EPS0N x3100, 
or see us at http://www.epson.com. For as little as $449, you can get 720 x 720 dpi of intense, straight-out-of- 
your-imagination, Photo Quality color. (You know, the stuff you got that color monitor for in the first place.) 



Ever seen an idea pole vault off the page? Well, with a line of Epson printers starting at $449, it’s pretty simple. 
Just print your ideas out in 720 x 720 dpi of intense, Photo Quality, acrobatic Epson Color. Then stand back. 



YOU’VE GOT TO SEE IT IN 



COLOR." 








FORAUYOUR^ 
WINDOWS HEADACHES 




The Maximum Strength 
Troubleshooter for 
Windows 95 and 
Windows 3.1 

Whether ’it's uninstalling unwanted 
programs, cleaning up your hard disk, 
troubleshooting PC problems, or diagnosing 
setup conflicts, new WINChecklt® version 4.0 is the 
one proven remedy for all your Windows problems. It gives you 
the most complete collection of problem-solving tools you can buy 
- all in one easy-to-use package. 

• A new Uninstall utility lets you get rid of unwanted applica¬ 
tions - you can even save and recover everything if you change 
your mind later 

• WINCheckffs Change Detector monitors changes in your system 
so you can quickly tell what's causing any problems. 

• A new Clean & Zip™ utility quickly identifies the files you don't want 
and clears them off your hand drive to give you more disk space. 

• WINChecklt's one-of-a-kind CD-ROM utility rates and tests your 
system's CD-ROM dhve to see if you have a hardware problem. 

•The new Modem Diagnostic checks your modem’s speed, setup, 
and line connection to keep you connected and surfing the net 

Plus, as an added bonus, WINChecklt Version 4.0 comes 
with a four volume McGraw-Hill technical reference library 
on CD-ROM - a $95.00 value - FREE 

So put an end to all your Windows headaches 
once and for all - Get WINChecklt TODAY! 

Call (800) 531-0450 for more information. 



Touchstone 


Software Corporation 

2! 24 Main Street Huntington Beach, CA 92648 • (714) 969-7746 
Faxbadc (714) 536-6195, select option #4 • CIS: GO TOUCHSTONE 

/right© 1988-1995Touchstone Software Corporation,WINChecklt is a 
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The Best Choice 

.. .in the uninstaller field, pc week, August ?. was 

PC Computing, March 1995 

Most Powerful” 

...of all uninstallers. Family PC, September 1995 

Best of Class” 

InfoWorld, July 24, 1995 


Windows 95 


C ybertrash. Cyberjunk. Cybersludge. 

Every time you run your computer, all kinds of digital 
garbage piles up on your hard "drive. Polluting your 
applications. Cluttering your memory. Sloooowing things down. 

That’s why there’s new Remove-It' for Windows 95. It’s the 
#1 way to eliminate unneeded debris. Just ask Americas most 

respected software magazines. 

Remove-lt safely whisks 
away old files, useless fonts, 
untouched applications, 
Internet junk and more. 



And only Remove-It has a Smart Disk Agent that automati¬ 
cally alerts you whenever garbage starts piling up on your hard 
drive, including trash from online sessions. 

Plus, if you buy Remove-It now, you can save up to half-price 
on our other powerful utilities: Vertisoft Zip-If and Name-If 
Just look for the special coupons at your favorite software store. 
For the name of the store nearest you, 
call (800) 466-5875 Ext.R104. 

And take out the garbage.. .today! 

Remove-It 


Look for these other essential Vertisoft utilities. 


The #1 way to get the garbage off your hard drive. 

Circle 324 on reader service card. 
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PC Computing delivered to you every 
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These days your office can be anywhere you do 
business. Whether you’re downtown or in your dining 
room, you need to stay in touch. That’s why Fujitsu 
Microelectronics offers a complete family of integrated, 
world-class PC Cards, to give you immediate access 
to vital information while in the office or on the road. 

Our ultraportable PC Cards offer a wide range 
of capabilities including multimedia, LAN, and high¬ 
speed communications. With Fujitsu, you get instant 
compatibility with virtually all of today’s PCMCIA 
standard computing platforms in addition to multi¬ 
function capability and interoperability. 
Plus, our intuitive Microsoft® Windows- 
based installation software automatically 


sets up and configures your PC, which means 
fewer headaches and hassles. With Plug and Play 
features like hot insertion and 
removal, there’s no need to reboot 
your system when swapping 
cards. You even get the ease and 
comfort of our extensive customer 
support services that ensure customer satisfaction 
and help you get the most from your investment. 

So, if today’s virtual office is leaving you feeling 
a little detached, call 
Fujitsu Microelectronics 
at 1-800-642-7616 and 

we’ll get you connected. 

Circle 207 on reader service card. 
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Introducing two of the most comprehensive workgroup and 

network management tools yet. Now free with every 
Digital Prioris™ PC Server and Celebris™^ Venturis” Desktop. 


j As networks of systems and workgroups 
I grow bigger and more complicated, man¬ 
aging them becomes more difficult. It 
I used to be MIS people were always in 
fire-fighting mode. They felt a lack of 
control and they weren’t maximizing the 
I productivity of their IT investment. But 
I now Digital gives control back to you 
I with two powerful tools to let you man- 
[ age your desktops, PC servers and 
I SNMP-based network devices. And 

| were giving them to you in a way no 

ServerWORKS Manager 

I ServerWORKS Manager, a brand new 
product from Digital, gives you both 
j server and LAN management capabilities 
| in one product. It lets you manage and 
j configure your network of PC desktops, 

; print/file and application servers, bridges, 

I HUBS, routers and switches from any- 
| where on the LAN. It lets you identify, 

! locate and solve potential issues before 
they become problems. Thanks to the 
Windows®-based interface, ServerWORKS 
Manager provides in-depth analysis in an 
easy-to-read format. Its open architecture 
makes for easy integration of third-party 
I applications. And you also get customized 
I alarm and alert capabilities, plus autodis¬ 
covery to eliminate manual tracking of 
network devices. 

Whatever your server 
operating environment — 
Pentium NetWare®, NT® or SCO® 


UNIX® — ServerWORKS Manager will 
help you keep it healthy and trouble-free. 
And what’s more, Digital supplies 
ServerWORKS Manager gratis with 
all Pentium® processor Digital Prioris™ 

PC Servers. 

ClientWORKS" 

ClientWORKS is an extraordinary 
family of industry-standard software 
tools that lowers your cost of owner¬ 
ship by allowing you to inventory and 
manage PC desktops across a variety of 
operating systems and network envi¬ 
ronments. It supports the Desktop 
Management Interface (DMI)-which 
was developed by a consortium of 
computer companies including Digital. 
Plus, it includes a unique utility which 
makes DMI data available to Microsoft 
Systems Management Server™. 
ClientWORKS supports Windows NT™, 
Windows®, WFW™, and Windows® 95. 

It works in a wide range of network 
environments, including NetWare® 
and NT™ Server using SNMP and 
Remote DMI. For the low cost of 
nothing, you’ll be able to solve problems 
remotely, use your equipment more 
efficiently, and reduce the amount of 
manpower for configuration. 

TAKE CHARGE FOR NO CHARGE 
You’ll be hard-pressed to find a more 
comprehensive package of workgroup 
and network management tools. Digital 
gives you the power to reduce the 


amount of time spent on configuration, 
operation and maintenance. You can free 
up your technical staff for more produc¬ 
tive work. And because the network is 
better maintained, you can reduce your 



cost of ownership and increase your pro¬ 
ductivity through greater user access to 
the network and its available tools. Now 
you can know where your PCs and 
servers are at 11:00 A.M. Or 11:00 P.M. 
Or even on the 11th meridian. 

Call 1-800-DIGITAL for your nearest 
reseller or visit our Web Site at 
www.pc.digital.com. 

EflSBED 

PC 
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PCC Online/Adam Meyerson 


Howto 
Reach Us 

How can I reach the PC Computing editors? 

Drop us e-mail via the Internet 
(72241.1724@compuserve.com) or 
CompuServe (72241,1724). Or post a 
message at our Web site (www. 
pccomputing.com). You can also fax us at 
(415) 578-7059, or snail mail comments to 
PCComputing, 950 Tower Lane, 19th Floor, 
Foster City, CA 94404. To be considered for 
publication, your letter must be.signed and 
include a daytime phone number. 


Support Net 

P ssst! We have an amazing secret. Fast, accurate 
technical support is out there waiting for you. 
Absolutely free, 7 days a week, 24 hours a day. No 
busy signals. No horrendous credit-card bills. No waiting 
on hold for hours to talk to someone who knows less than 
you do. Every possible switch setting, bug fix, and software 


Where can I find PCComputing online? 

You’ll find PCC Online on the Web 
(www.pccomputing.com), on 
CompuServe/ZDNet (GO ZNT:PCC), and on 
the Microsoft Network (GO PCCOMPUTING). 
Visit any of these sites for hundreds of free 
file downloads, links to hot sites, and 
electronic versions of reviews and features. 

How do I join ZDNet on CompuServe? Call 
CompuServe at (800) 895-4596 and ask a 
representative for a ZDNet membership, and 
they will send you the free software you need 
to get online. New members receive their first 
month’s membership to both CompuServe 
and ZDNet free, along with ten hours of 
online time to use anywhere on the services 
during the first month. After that, five hours 
are free each month, ZDNet costs $3.50 per 
imonth and includes services like PC Contact, 
ZDNet utilities, headline computing news, an 
online teaching university, and much more. 
The cost for CompuServe is $9.95 per 
month. Once online, type GO RATES for full 
details on pricing. CompuServe members can 
just type GO ZDNET to join. 

How can I get the PC Computing CD-ROM? 

Call (800) 335-1196 for CD-ROM 
subsc r i pt ion i n f orm at ion. 

Whom do I call with a question about my 
subscription? For inquiries and address 
changes, call (303) 665-8930 or fax 
(303) 604-7455. You can also write to 
PCComputing, P.O. Box 58229, Boulder, 

CO 80322-8229. 

How can I get back issues? Back issues are 
subject to availability. Send a check or 
: money order for $7 ($8 outside the United 
States) to Back Issues Department, 

Ziff-Davis Publishing Company, P.O. Box 
53131, Boulder, CO 80322-3131. 


update is at your fingertips. 

So how do you find this 
incredible resource? Just 
point your browser to 


puting ’s new technical- 
support page in our popular 
Web-map area. There you’ll 
find direct links to every major 
computer vendor. 

Compaq, Corel, Dell, Hewlett- 
Packard, IBM, Microsoft, Novell— 
everyone’s on the Internet. These sites 
are rich with technical help and new- 
product information. So before you 
reach for the phone, look to the Net. 

Go for the Gold Also new to our Web- 
map section is PC Computing’s cov¬ 
erage of the 1996 Summer Olympics. 
View your favorite sporting events in 
lush detail, from weight lifting to syn¬ 
chronized swimming to the pen¬ 
tathlon. There’s a guide to tickets, 
event schedules, and road maps, plus 
info on Atlanta’s hotels and house 
rentals. There’s even an Atlanta cam, 
so if you don’t make it in person you 
can still see the Olympic Village. 

Another highlight is our guide to 
the 1996 presidential campaign. More 
than 48 people are running for presi¬ 
dent—and we link you to the sites of all 
those smart enough to be on the Web. 

And there’s plenty more. We 
increased our cache of valuable soft¬ 
ware. Go to our Free Stuff section for 
the latest versions of Netscape’s Nav¬ 
igator, Microsoft’s Internet Explorer, 
and Microsoft’s new Internet Server. 
In our Games section you’ll find the 
hot new Descent II from Interplay and 



Windows 95 versions of 
Doom II and Ultimate 
Doom from id Soft¬ 
ware. And if you’re 
w an owner of IBM’s 
ThinkPad 755, you 
can get an additional 
bonus. IBM is giving 
away software that will 
double the speed of your 
14.4-kilobit-per-second Mwave 
modem. In addition, you can choose 
from dozens of new utilities, screen 
savers, and the latest Internet tools. 
Our stock of new and improved Win¬ 
dows 95 drivers alone is worth a visit. 
To guarantee painless downloads, we 
beefed up our Web server dramatical¬ 
ly: Expea short lines and little waiting. 

We’ve Got Your Number Many of 
you asked us to post the performance 
results of desktop systems. Look in 
our Features section for an exhaustive 
list of systems tested by PC Comput¬ 
ing’s Labs. You’ll find our Windows- 
benchmark Winstone scores and a 
wealth of technical details on a hun¬ 
dred of the top Pentium and 486-based 
machines. Also, see sneak peeks of 
just-released Pentium Pro systems and 
new multimedia notebooks with built- 
in CD-ROM drives. 

While you’re there, check out our 
latest contest. We’ve already given 
away tons of hardware and software, 
and we’re just getting started. Finally, 
look for PC Computing’s A-List, 
where every month we point you to 
the best products in 50 categories. 
Don’t make a purchase without it. So 
set your home page to www.pccom- 
puting.com, and hit the Net running. 
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TURN YOUR 
SCANNER INTO A 
WORLD-CLASS 
TYPIST. 




Tired of retyping faxes, 
reports, articles, even letters 
into your computer? With 
OmniPage® Pro 6.0 and your 
scanner, you can accurately 
enter thousands of words per 



minute with the simple push 
of a button. 

OmniPage Pro 6.0’s indus¬ 
try-leading Optical Character 


Recognition (OCR) software 
converts your scanned pages to 
editable text and graphics in 
seconds for popular applications 
like Word, WordPerfect, Page¬ 
Maker, Excel and many others. 
So you get to spend a lot more 
of your time producing instead 
of manually typing. 

And OmniPage Pro 6.0’s 
blazing speed is only outdone 
by its superior accuracy. It 
recognizes all fonts at virtually 


BA; 


flags down 
suspicious 

words, then corrects them 
for you. It accurately interprets 
hard-to-read faxes and copies 
using grayscale information. 
And it even reads unique char¬ 
acters and special symbols. 

"OmniPage's automatic 
OCR is goof proof." 

infoWorld 3/6/95 

Without doubt OmniPage 
Pro 6.0 is the smartest OCR 
software package you can buy. 
So order yourself a copy today. 
And don’t waste one more 
minute of your time typing. 


HHH 


Upgrade from OmniPage Limited 
Edition, OmniPage Lite.WordScan 
or other versions of OmniPage 
(including those bundled in your 
scanner) and get the best OCR! 

• 65% more accurate 

• 35% faster 


• Text & graphics that 
retain original layout 
with True Page® 


• Runs on Windows 95 

ii'i'Kiawi 

Call Ext 40 today! 


ca 
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Satellite 

When it comes to price, performance and value, nothing 
comes close to the Satellite Series. These feature-rich 
models make it possible for everyone to have power and 


Satellite Pro 

With Satellite Pro’" you can get affordable CD-ROM 
and portability in a multimedia notebook. This series 
offers the advanced features and power usually 
found in much more expensive machines. 



pentium- 


Satellite, Satellite Pro, Portege and Tecra. Quite possibly the best reasons there are for 
buying a portable computer. Four distinct Toshiba notebook lines assure that whatever 
your needs, there’s one uniquely suited to you. Toshiba portables offer uncompromised 


©1996 Toshiba America information Systems, Inc. All products indicated by trademark symbols are trademarked and/or registered by their respective companies. 
Intel Inside and Pentium Processor Logos are trademarks of Intel Corporation. Product availability subject to change. 
















PORTEGE 


Tech/ i 


The award-winning Portdgd"'Series defines high performance 
in ukcapcrrtaHe computers. At wirier five pounds, these 
super-lightweight notebooks are packed with features 
you’d only expect from full-size computers. 


Tecra" embodies the absolute latest and greatest in portable 
technology. With the fastest Pentium • processors and 
most innovative features on the market, Tecra notebooks 
are the ultimate in power and performance. 


quality, and are recognized by the computer industry for technical superiority. And, Toshiba has award' 
winning customer service and support. That’s why Toshiba sells more portables than anyone in the 
world. Need any more reasons? Call 1-800-457-7777 for more information or a dealer near you. 

In Touch with Tomorrow 

TOSHIBA 

Toshiba. The World's Best Selling Portable Computers. 

Circle 215 on reader service card. 









FASTER than a bolt of lightning, more powerful than a burst of thunder, ALR's 
EVOLUTION 6 series is taking the business world by storm. Featuring the 
alb evolution ouAL6 power of Pentium® Pro technology with speeds of 
r^ Pen ^"^^“ s ° r U P t0 200-MHz, these two new systems are going 
Mini Tower Mooei to improve the forecast for your business. 


Looking for the ultimate in 
Pentium Pro technology? The. 

ALR EVOLUTION DUAL6 is | 
one of the industry's first PCs 
to offer an immediate upgrade pentium.PRO 
path to dual Pentium Pro tech- 
nology. In other words, you can get the power of a 
high-performance RISC-based workstation for 
thousands of dollars less. Its the power you need to take advantage of 32-bit oper¬ 
ating systems such as Windows® NT, SCO® UNIX, and Novell® NetWare™ SMR 


With room for up to 512-MB of RAM and over 16-GB of storage, the EVOLUTION 
DUAL6 has the performance and expandability you're looking for in a small busi- 



256-KB Integrated L2 Cache 
PCI/ISA Bus Architecture 
Six Total Storage Bays 


First Year On-Site Ser 


$3995 


ALR EVOLUTION DUAL6 


Management Features prevents downtime by 
monitoring critical information such as CPU temper¬ 
ature, fan speed, and system voltage. Or just add a 
high performance PCI video card, and you’ve got 
the ultimate CAD, scientific or animation workstation. 

Trying to fit Pentium Pro technology into a 
tight budget? Then check out the ALR EVOLU¬ 
TION 6. This value-packed PC offers a 150- or 
200-MHz Pentium Pro chip and 16-MB of RAM 
for as little as $3495 MSRP. Yet even at this low 
price, it takes full advantage of the Pentium Pro chip's most advanced features, 
including Dynamic Execution. 

ALR EVOLUTION 6 


$3495 




w.rr.nty (y an( j reliability that 
you've come to expect from ALR's 
award-winning servers and worksta¬ 
tions. Quality that's backed by ALR's 
5 Year/36 Month Limited Warranty 
and industry leading service and 



To start taking advantage of the electrifying performance of ALR's EVOLUTION 6 series, 

visit your local ALR reseller. 0 rca/j T\ -800~444-4ALR 
(ref#5207) 


ALR 



Circle 196 on reader service card. 





















lUlo j| BY PHONE, FAX, NET & POST: 

■ W I Cl 11 Web Borrowing • Safe E-Banking • Battle of the OSs 


MORE ON MICROSOFT AND THE WEB 


True Insight 

P aul Somerson’s commentary on Microsoft in his Feb¬ 
ruary column (“True Lies,” page 61) hit the nail on the 
head. Microsoft earned its position by producing great 
software. But Somerson missed one important point about the 
World Wide Web. Although it’s an awesome force in multi- 
media, the Web won’t truly succeed until a faster way to trans¬ 
fer data is developed. That’s what will make all the difference. 

Mark Szabo 
via the Internet 


1-WayRobbery? 

I can’t believe that a publication as well 
respected as PC Computing allowed a 
writer to endorse copyright infringe¬ 
ment—or just plain stealing—as a way to 
write Web pages. In “True Lies” (Febru¬ 
ary), Paul Somerson said, “It’s a snap to 
‘borrow’ the HTML code from sites you 
like ... and adapt it for your own needs.” 
What is going on? People are trying to earn 
an honest living writing quality HTML 
documents, and your writers tell other 
people to steal the Web writers’ work! You 
have lost face with many Web designers 
over this completely unacceptable article. 

Tim Sattler 
via the Internet 

PLEASE, GIVE US A BREAK. 

Note that we said "adapt," not 
“steal.” There are only so many ways 
to position a photo or draw a line 
across a screen. Every programmer 
we know started by looking at how 
others do basic tasks and then 
adapting those ideas. 

Safety Net 

Online banking is easy money? More like 
easy-take-my-money-and-run. In your 
online-banking article (“Easy Money,” 
February, page 159), you failed to discuss 
safety measures, or the lack thereof. I 
know there are groups that will do what¬ 
ever they can to cause complete chaos on 


the Internet. How safe is online banking, 
really? Will the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation cover online-banking theft? 


ONLINE BANKING IS VERY SAFE. 

Most online-banking systems involve 
a direct phone call between you and 
your bank. During that hookup, your 
data is encrypted using the same 
methodology that the U.S. 
government employs to ensure the 
security of nuclear-launch codes. 

OSWars 

John C. Dvorak’s February column 
(“Alien Nation,” page 65) is great! How¬ 
ever, he missed the symbolism of Win¬ 
dows 95’s Start button—the beginning of 
getting the whole world on the same 
wavelength. The Windows NT rebel 
forces have a big red Stop button in their 
software to try and thwart the unification. 
Not to worry, I’m sure Emperor Bill 
Gates will come up with a new defense 


“Should I be 
charging more?” 

That’s only one of the things you know with QuickBooks® Pro” the revolutionary 
new software that perfecdy integrates time tracking, estimating, job costing, 
invoicing and payroll with the #1 selling accounting software, QuickBooks. 

When you track time spent on projects using QuickBooks Pro, you’ll have instant 
access to how much time you and your employees spend on each job — so you’ll 
always be sure you’re billing and bidding enough to cover all your costs! There’s 
never been a faster, easier way to track your entire business. 


Try it for only $8! 

Pay only shipping & handling 
now to try QuickBooks Pro. 

If you decide to keep using it 
after 30 days, pay just $189.95. 
Credit card orders only. Sales 

1-800-781-6999 




Use QuickBooks Pro to record time 
on each project. Time information 
automatically flows to easy-to-edit 
invoices, payroll and profitability 
reports. 


With QuickBooks Pro, You Know. 


From the makers of Quicken 


PC COMPUTING 






































Computer operating systems may not 
be your life’s passion. But even if you’ve 
never sat down in front of a computer 
before, you’re probably a certified user of OS/2! 

That’s because all around you, businesses that can’t 
afford to interrupt their service for even a second depend 
on OS/2 to run many of their computer systems. 

Chances are, you’re using OS/2 when you step up to 
the cash machine or make a payment on your mortgage. 
You’re using it when you file a claim with Fireman’s Fund 
Insurance Company, use Amtrak’s self-ticketing kiosks or 
enjoy home delivery from select KFC restaurants. 

Across every industry, OS/2 (along with its latest 


Can your 
software 
do this? 





release, OS/2 Warp Connect) provides a reliable, 32-bit 
foundation for advanced distributed 
information systems. It also allows 
companies to standardize on 
one common system across all 
their diverse computing platforms, 
from notebooks and desktops to servers of every size. 

To learn more about how you can use OS/2 to help 
run your company more efficiently, call 1 800 IBM-3333, 
ext. EAUO, or visit us at http://www.software.ibm.com. 
AouTl see how OS/2 can == = = 

make a difference in your —— =” = ® 

business. And in your life. Solutions for a small planet" 


OS/2 Warp Connect FullpacK Is available from IBM for $189 by callino 1800 IBM-3333, ext. EA110. In Canada, please call 1800 IBM CALL, ext. 1290. Reseller prices may vary. The IBM home page is located at http://www. I 
are registered trademarks and the OS/2 logo and Solutions for a small planet are trademarks of International Business Machines Corporation. © 1996 IBM Corp. All rights reserved. 


n. IBM and OS/2 
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strategy and deny the NT rebel forces 
from advancing any further. Maybe we 
should infiltrate all of Microsoft’s PCs and 
type something like format c. Hey, it 
could happen someday. 

Ray Nagy 
via the Internet 

Finding the 1-Way 

I can’t thank you enough for your January 
article (“The Right Way to the I-Way,” 
page 179). I’m in the U.S. Navy and have 
been stationed in Japan for the past three 
years. While I’ve been over here, the Inter¬ 
net has changed and grown at an astound¬ 
ing rate. Internet providers are extremely 
expensive here. I’ve been using the 
Microsoft Network, but I desperately 
want to experiment with various local and 
national Internet providers. I’m returning 
to the United States soon, and your article 
answered many pressing questions I had 
on what Internet-connection choices to 
make when I return. Thanks again! 

Brian F. Uhlir 
via the Microsoft Network 

Free Library Launch 

My public library in Long Island, New 
York, offers free Internet access. I took a 
chance and signed up. With the library’s 
service you dial in with Datastorm Tech¬ 
nologies’ ProComm or Telemate, and have 
access to the Web, FTP, Gopher, and 
Archie sites—plus, newsgroups, e-mail, 
and Internet Relay Chat. The service’s 
interface is text, not graphics, but it doesn’t 
cost anything. Check out your local 
library. Maybe it offers a similar deal. 

Christopher DeSanto 
via the Internet 

Compare and Connect 

In your “Online Superguide,” (February 
page 115), how could you not compare 
connection reliability? America Online 
might have great content, but if I can never 
sign on, what’s the advantage? My Amer¬ 
ica Online access number is often busy, 
and when I do get through, America 
Online sometimes has “scheduled” down¬ 
time. Every person I talk to has had similar 
experiences. Is this common with other 
services? Which one is the most reliable? 

Steve Watts 
via the Internet 


MOST COMMERCIAL SERVICES 

have occasional access problems. 
Because of America Online’s 
rapid growth, it has more. Until 
America Online adds more log-on 
points, you'll experience fewer delays 
using a service that has a larger and 
more established network of access 
points, such as CompuServe. 

Online Chatter 

I read your “Online Superguide” (Febru¬ 
ary) with great interest. I use America 
Online and Netscape’s Navigator. They’re 
both good services, depending on your 
needs. I use America Online to find files, 
and I use Navigator if I just want to browse 
through some Web sites. If I want to search 
for a piece of information on the Web, I use 
Alta Vista (altavista.digital.com). This is 
one of the best search engines around. It 
indexes byword, and you can restrict your 
search to title, address, or body of infor¬ 
mation you are looking for. 

Evan Moses 
via the Internet 


Equal Internet Providers 

In your February “Online Superguide,” I 
don’t know where you got the idea of com¬ 
paring the major online services to 
Netscape’s Navigator paired with a local 
Internet provider. I thought this approach 
was out to lunch. And to add insult to 
injury, the option of using Navigator with a 
local Internet provider received an editor’s 
award. Tell me, if I use Navigator with 
America Online, would this option be 
given a double award? Despite what you 
think, the Microsoft Network and the other 
services are Internet providers, and FTP 
access is available with them. After you get 
back from lunch, do your homework. 

Chip Larouche 
via the Microsoft Network 

Misplaced Printer Priorities? 

I liked your article on personal printers 
(“Printers Get Personal,” February). But I 
am puzzled by your Decision Maker for 
bargain printers (page 148). When the 
most important factors are listed, in order, 


“Why did that project 
go so far over budget?” 

That’s only one of the things you know with QuickBooks" Pro” the completely 
new, easy-to-use software that perfecdy integrates time tracking, estimating, job 
costing, invoicing and payroll with the #1 selling accounting software, QuickBooks. 

Use QuickBooks Pro to track job costs and bid smarter. If you go over budget, you’ll 
know exactly where, so you can avoid it next time. With over 75 reports, you’ll see 
the details on any job instantly. Just double click to see the numbers behind the 
numbers—right down to the actual timesheet, PO, or check register. It’s all there 
with QuickBooks Pro. 

Try it for only $8! 

Pay only shipping & handling 
now to try QuickBooks Pro. 

If you decide to keep using it 
after 30 days, pay just $189.95. 

Credit card orders only. Sales 
tax applicable. 

1-800-781-6999 




Create professional estimates fast. 
When you’re ready to bill, click a 
button and the estimate becomes an 
easy-to-edit invoice. Easily compare 
estimates to actual expenses. 


With QuickBooks Pro, You Know. 


From the makers of Quicken • 


C COMPUTING 


29 
























HH^jl BY PHONE, FAX, NET & POST: 

IVIull Price Is Right • Printer Perfect? • More IBM Buzz 


as price, output quality, and black and 
white, you recommend Hewlett- 
Packard’s LaserJet 5L. Yet if the most 
important priority is output quality, price, 
then black and white, you recommend 
Texas Instruments’ microLaser Win/4. 
This suggests that the microLaser printer 
has better output quality and the LaserJet 
has a better price. But the microLaser is 
less expensive than the LaserJet. Is there a 
flaw in my logic? 

Howard Schaffer 
via the Internet 


THESE TWO PRINTERS are very close 
in output quality, but the microLaser 
has a slight edge. If price is your 
primary concern, the LaserJet offers 
more value—and some extras, like 
expandable RAM—for its price. 

Printer Mileage Varies 

In your February printer feature (page 
140), you reviewed Hewlett-Packard’s 
DeskJet 855C, Canon’s BJC-4100, and 
Epson’s Stylus Color IIs ink-jet printers. 



Get the best when you’re 
preparing for the worst 


http://www.apcc.com 
apcinfo @ apcc.com 
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That’s like picking up Car and Driver 
magazine and reading about a comparison 
between a Lexus ES 300, a Honda Accord, 
and a Ford Escort. These cars are for dif¬ 
ferent markets at different prices, as are the 
printers in your feature. According to 
your ratings the DeskJet took first place, 
the BJC-4100 came in second, and the Sty¬ 
lus Color was third. For their price differ¬ 
ences, I would certainly hope so. 

Chris Harlow 
via the Internet 


THERE’S LESS THAN 

a $200 difference between 
the three monochrome printers. 
Different markets? Not in 
our book. 

Buzzing in Agreement 

I agreed with John C. Dvorak in his Janu¬ 
ary column (“Buzz Off,” page 79). I was a 
devoted IBMer for ten years and really 
loved the company and my job. But then I 
became disenchanted with poor manage¬ 
ment, bad decisions, and unending 
bureaucracy. When IBM reduced its 
workforce, it did not look at an individu¬ 
al’s training record or background. People 
were simply eliminated. This is just one 
example of IBM’s poor decisions. IBM 
was a great leader in the past, but it will 
take more than one person to change the 
direction of this Big Blue ship. Right now, 
it’s a ship at sea with no compass. 

Jerry Tew 
via the Internet 

IBM Talks Back 

I feel compelled to respond to John C. 
Dvorak’s editorial in your January issue. 
I’m proud to be an IBM employee. Indi¬ 
viduals like Dvorak fuel narrow-minded 
misconceptions concerning IBM’s par¬ 
ticipation in the computer industry. Per¬ 
haps Dvorak should take a close look at 
the across-the-board increases in IBM’s 
1995 earnings report. IBM is turning 
things around with folks from the grass¬ 
roots technical level to the CEO posi¬ 
tion. A lot of people are very happy to 
work there. But one could never con¬ 
clude that from reading Dvorak’s col¬ 
umn. Fortunately, I’m in a position to 
see the facts. 

Paul A. Wojciak 
via the Internet 
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| Network Perfect CD-ROM PlexServer \ 

It Serves You Right 



The Reliable, Expandable, Thoroughly Flexible CD-ROM Server from Plextor. 

You asked for it, now you can get it. The PlexServer from 
Plextor gives your people access to the CD-ROMs they deserve. 

It starts with performance. Because PlexServer is a Novell 
NetWare-compatible stand-alone server, users get Windows 
point-and-click access to the information on as many as 28 
CD-ROM drives simultaneously. No “jukebox” disc swapping, 
no network tie-ups, no server bog-downs. But that’s just 
the beginning. 

With PlexServer, reliability is built in. The entire system is 
modular, making downtime a thing of the past. It offers 
hot-swap drives so you can remove them without shutting 
down, It has redundant, hot-swappable power supplies, so 
- if one goes down, the other carries the load. 

And speaking of carrying the load, PlexServer can also be 
expanded from 7 to as many as 28 CD-ROM drives by simply 
plugging in our hot-swap Towers. Quad speeds, six speeds -in 
any combination you want, added anytime you want, without 
any configuration or downtime. 

It serves youifast. It serves you reliably. It serves your needs 
as they grow.; Now, your people can finally access the infor¬ 
mation they need, when they need it. The fully configured, 
plug and play, network perfect PlexServer serves you right. 

Call 1-800-4PLEXTOR (1-800-475-3986) for more information. 

|j 0* Plextor. 
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FieldWorks Field Workstations' have 
been put to the challenge by the World’s most j 
grueling and demanding work environments; 
from ice core testing in the sub-zero climates 
of Antarctica to testing nuclear reactor power 
plants world-wide to aiding corporate America’s j 
large field sales and field service fleets. Our 
attention to detail, MIL-SPEC rugged design 
and usability makes the FieldWorks computer 
line the logical choice in mission critical 
applications as well as your own specialized 
application. FieldWorks has met the challenge 
of today’s most severe working environments. 
133 MHz Pentium.. 

ISA/PCI Slots... 

CD-ROM...PCMCIA... 

Call today for an 
information kit 
on the complete 
FieldWorks 
Rugged product line. 


Sales: 1-800-588-9144 

9961 Valley View Road 
Eden Prairie, MN, USA 55344 
Phone: (612) 947-0856 
Fax: (612) 947-0859 


3S8fieldworks 
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format. I am not a technical person, and I 
find every issue full of a lot of down-to- 
earth, basic information. Keep up the 
good work! 

Jack Neymark 
via the Internet 

Don’t Bug Windows 95 

People keep talking about the bugs in 
Windows 95. True, Windows 95 has 
bugs. All commercial software and 
shareware have bugs. However, if you 
consider the size of Windows 95 before 
comparing it with other programs, you’ll 
see that Windows 95 has fewer bugs per 
million lines of code than any other 
operating system or application of simi¬ 
lar size. I ran into more bugs in one Win¬ 
dows 95 application than I have seen in 
Windows 95 since I received a beta ver¬ 
sion of it in the mail in November 1994. 
The final version is not bug-free, but 
then again, real life hasn’t been fully 
debugged, either. 

Christopher L. Estep 
via the Internet 

Aloha and Thanks 

Aloha from Moloka’i! Imagine my surprise 
when I saw molokai.com listed in the travel 
section ofyourfeature “The 1,001 Best Web 
Sites” (December 1995, page 121). Thank 
you very much for choosing our island. It 
feels very good to be selected, and this high¬ 
light is a note of encouragement to us to 
keep on improving. Mahalo nui loa! 

Steve Reiff 
via the Internet 

For the Record 

In our February review “Network- 
Ready Pentium Power” (page 76), we 
incorrectly identified Hewlett-Packard’s 
line of network-ready Power PCs. The 
correct designation for Hewlett-Packard 
systems that come with a built-in Ether¬ 
net controller is the Vectra XM Series 3. 


What would you ask Bill Gates? Send 
your thoughts about this and other 
subjects to Mail, PC Computing, 950 
Tower Lane, 19th Floor, Foster City, CA 
94404; fax: (415) 578-7059; Internet: 

72241.1724@compuserve.com; or 
CompuServe: 72241,1724. Letters are 
subject to editing for length and clarity. 


Tune In to PCs 

I disagree with Ian Michaels’ letter in your 
January issue ( “CD-ROMs vs. VCRs,” 
Mail, page 25). I’m an undergraduate at 
Case Western Reserve University. My 
classmates and I regularly gather around 
my computer monitor in the evenings to 
watch television—thanks to Reveal’s 
TV500 card. We see no reason why this 
trend would not continue with steadily 
decreasing cost and increasing availability 
of the requisite hardware. A computer 


that doubles as a television is convenient, 
especially with space restrictions like 
those in a college residence hall. 

Terence Wei 
via the Internet 

Feast for the Eyes 

I want to say that of all the computer 
magazines I receive each month, yours 
is the one in which I find the most inter¬ 
esting and useful articles. PC Computing 
has lots of information in an easy-to-read 
























Sound Blaster Made Your 

PC Sing. Modem Blaster 
Will Teach it to Surf. 




Introducing the 
Modem Blaster 28.8 
Series 


Superb quality. Dependability. High performance. Compatibility 
Unbeatable software value. That’s what made Sound Blaster #1, 


Now the makers of Sound Blaster bring you a new wave of powerful modems 
with a new series of Modem Blaster 28.8 products. Our remarkable Modem 
Blaster line includes a modem and NetManage internet software, on-line services 
and best-selling games, making it easy for you to instantly surf the net, browse 
the web, chat online and wage modem battles head-to-head. And all at the 
fastest modem speed available. 

Other modems will leave you all wet. 
Modem Blaster 28.8 will let you ride the 
exciting new wave of PC communications. 
For more information, call our Fax Back 
service at 408-428-2389 or check out our 
home page at http://www.creaf.com. 


Modem Blaster 28.8 External — Effortless installation, sleek external case and 
easy-to-read displays make this ideal for users who want to save a slot in their PC. 
Modem Blaster 28.8 Plug & Play —The perfect high speed solution for has¬ 
sle-free, jumper-free, stress-free modem connectivity. A dream come tme for 
Windows 95 enthusiasts. 

Modem Blaster 28.8 PCMCIA — On the | _ | 

road or in the office, this laptop modem 
provides instant, powerful fax/modem 
capabilities. 


BLASTER 


Modem Blaster 28.8 Hardware Features 

* 28,800 bps, V-34 modem 

* 115,200 bps data throughput 

* V.42 and MNP 2 - 4 error correction 

* V.42bis and MNP 5 data compression 

* Enhanced "AT" command set 

* Asynchronous data transfer modes 


Modem 
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EVERY NEW PC IS 
A POTENTIAL WEAK LINK 
IN YOUR NETWORK. 


You need fast, reliable Ethernet in every PC 
you buy. Which is why Dell has partnered with 
3Com to put EtherLink III Parallel 
right on the motherboard of the 
OptiPlex desktop computer. 

So you get an award-winning PC, custom 
built to the specifications of your network 
and the industry's leading Ethernet 
technology. All integrated into 
faster, more reliable box. Even 
doesn't cost a penny extra. In fact, compared 
to other Tier I PCs, you could say it costs less. 


WHICH IS WHY WE 
BUILT 3COM ETHERNET 
INTO EVERY DELL 
OPTIPLEX COMPI 


Get Dell OptiPlex with 3Com Ethernet built in. 


So why ruin a perfectly 
good 14-hour day with a 
bad network connection? 








DELL OPTIPLEX G5100L+ 

100MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• 8MB EDO RAM/850MB HDD 

• 14XE Monitor(13.19”v.i.s., 28NI) 

• Integrated 3Com EtherLink III 

• 3 Year Warranty 1 


DELL OPTIPLEX G5133L+ 

133MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• 16MB EDO RAM/850MB HDD 

• 15TX Monitor (13.7" v.i.s., .28NI) 

• Integrated 3Com EtherLink III 

• 3 Year Warranty 


DELL OPTIPLEX GX 5133M 

133MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• 16MB EDO RAM/1GB HDD 

• 15TX Monitor (13.7" v.i.s., 28NI) 

• Integrated 3Com EtherLink III 

• Integrated Audio 

• 3 Year Warranty 


DELL OPTIPLEX GX 5166M 

166MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• 32MB EDO RAM/1.6GB HDD 

• 15TX Monitor (13.7" v.i.s.,. 28k 

• Integrated 3Com EtherLink II 

• Integrated Audio 

• 3 Year Warranty 
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Office Everywhere: 

With portable-computer 
sales projected to nearly 
triple in the next six years, 
telecommuting is fast 
becoming the watchword 
of the decade. 



'94 ’95 '96 

SOURCE: DATAQUEST 


PC Price Increase: For 

the first time in recent 
history, PC prices may go 
up due to an impending 
shortage of silicon used 
to make computer chips 
and semiconductors. 


Corporate Surfing 



Even better, it knows the 
names and numbers of each 
one of your contacts and dials 
them as quickly as you can say 
“Call Wendy.” It also reminds 
you of important dates like 
your wedding anniversary or 
the client luncheon next Tues¬ 
day. How many human assis¬ 
tants live up to such lofty 
expectations? 

All of Wildfire’s technology 
is transparent to callers, who, 
with Wildfire’s help, can leave 
a message or find out how to 
reach you directly. But Wild¬ 
fire’s on your side. Avoiding 
the boss today? It conveniently 
tells her you’re unavailable. 
But if you’re expecting an 
important call from a client, 
Wildfire tracks you down. 

Sounds amazing, right? 


Take a 
Message: 

Wildfire is a 
voice-activated 
assistant that 
dials numbers 
for you and 
screens your 
calls. 


CYBER ASSISTANTS 

Smart 
Voice Mail 

“Wildfire?” 

“Here I am.” 

If only all assistants hopped 
to attention as quickly at the 
sound of your voice. Wildfire 
Electronic Assistant is an intel¬ 
ligent voice-mail system from 
Wildfire Communications that 
uses voice-recognition tech¬ 
nology to help you communi¬ 
cate with the world. It’s the 


ideal assistant: It’s always avail¬ 
able, never has a bad day, and is 
perpetually happy to help. 
What’s more, you don’t have 
to lug around any equipment. 
It works with any phone; all 
the technology resides on a 
Wildfire phone server. 

Wildfire is like a human 
assistant. It knows where you 
are and how to reach you at all 
times because you give it your 
schedule. Wildfire then for¬ 
wards your calls to any desti¬ 
nation, be it your car, your 
client’s office, or a hotel room 
in Walla Walla. And every 
Wildfire command is voice- 
activated—perfect for those 
sales calls in the midst of traffic. 



SOURCE: OATAQUEST 

Internet Access: The 

number of office PCs with 
Internet access will more 
than triple in 1996, with 
21.7 percent of all office 
machines hooked online. 


Best Bets and Bargains 


UPDATES 


CONNECT ANYWHERE 

Motorola’s $299 
Montana is a 
28.8Kbps data-fax 
modem PC Card that 
supports cellular and 
pager connections. 
Contact Motorola at 
(800)427-2624. 

Reader Service No. 601 


WEB SERVER 

Manage your own 
Web site using 
Webstar for Windows 
95, a powerful, 32-bit 
Web server for only 
$399. Contact 
Quarterdeck at 
(800) 683-6696. 

Reader Service No. 602 


SITE METERING 

McAfee’s SiteMeter 
5.1 tracks concurrent 
software licenses to 
help you honor site 
licenses. Prices start 
at $21 for 50 nodes. 
Contact McAfee at 
(800) 332-9966. 

Reader Service No. 603 


SPEAK-EASY INTERNET 

Navigate the Internet 
using voice 
commands with 
VoiceCom panion 
($29). It’s compatible 
with most browsers. 
Contact Kolvox at 
(416) 221-2400. 

Reader Service No. 604 
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Full-length Video CDs 


Bargain Hard Drives 

Running out of disk space? Now you 
can get a 1GB hard drive for $219. 
Here are the least expensive 1GB or 
larger Enhanced IDE and SCSI hard 
drives as of February 6,1996. 


Well, it’s definitely not for 
everyone. For starters, it’s not 
cheap. There are two ways to 
purchase Wildfire services. You 
can either invest $45,000 in your 
own Wildfire server, which 
accommodates up to 20 users, 
or you can go with the more 
likely scenario: Subscribe to 
Wildfire through a third-party 
service bureau for about $40 per 
month. Bear in mind that there 
are other costs as well. While 
you get your own toll-free 
number, calls made or received 
via Wildfire cost up to $1 per 
minute—even if you only call 
your next-door neighbor. 
Power users will easily spend 
$400 a month on calls alone. 

While Wildfire seems totally 
unique, several other compa¬ 
nies, including AT&T and 
Pacific Bell, are working on sim¬ 
ilar technologies. Another 
option is a human answering 
service, which costs about $75 a 
month for 24-hour coverage. 
But Wildfire has a better mem¬ 
ory and is more reliable than 
any human could ever be. If you 
need serious communication 
power today, Wildfire is a great 
way to go. KKC and RS 

Embrace the Web You 

have Microsoft’s Word, Power¬ 
Point, and Excel, so why not 
make them Internet-ready? 
Microsoft is offering free view¬ 
ers for its top business applica¬ 
tions, which integrate with any 
Web browser and enable any¬ 
one on the Internet to view 
Word, PowerPoint, and Excel 
files, even if they don’t have the 
app. Get a free viewer at 
http://www.microsoft.com. RS 


Contributors to Pulse : Kyla 
K. Carlson, James Oliver 
Cury, Scott Naylor, and 
Rich Schwerin. 

Edited by Jack Lyon. 
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Next on CD-ROM: Feature Films 

What’s the latest in multimedia? Digital Video 
Disc (DVD) is a high-density CD format 
optimized for storing a full-length digital 
movie on a single disc. DVD promises fast 
transfer rates, high-resolution video, and more 
than 18GB of storage. It’s also backward- 
compatible, letting it read data CDs as well. 
One of the first PC-based DVD drives is 
Toshiba’s SD-1006, which sells for $599. RS 

SD-l 006 DVD Drive / Toshiba America / [201] 628-8000 /$599 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 60s 


Product_Price 

Fujitsu 1606A (EIDE1GB) $219 

Drive Outlet Center 
(800)243-9069 

Western Digital AC31000 $239 

(EIDE 1.08GB) 

PC Importers 
(800) 886-5155 

Seagate 51080A (EIDE 1.08GB) $219 
CMO 

(800)233-8950 

Fujitsu 1606S (SCSI 1GB) $249 

Drive Outlet Center 
(800) 243-9069 

Connor CFP 1080S (SCSI 1,08GB) $279 

(800) 886-5155 


Readers Service Numbers: 
Drive Outlet Center, 606; 

PC Importers, 607; COM, 608. 


RADAR: Couch Surfing, Internet Plumbing 

What’s on the scope? If a blip is near or moving toward the middle of the 
radar screen, check it out. If it’s moving off the screen, steer clear for now. 


^ Closing In 
O On Its Way Out 


Fax Machines: Why tuss with < 
ink-bldtched fax when most 
network laser printers support 
TCP/IP? Send documents 
through the Internet to a 


hard to get excited aqout you 
eight-speed CD-ROM awe w 
it’s called the XJ9FV3DsiSyo 
Plug and Play be more fun m 
were installing the Spitfire? 


Webomercials: Everything 
from Bank of America to 
Budweiser refers to its Web 
site in TViads. Gee, that’s 
handy when we're sprawled : 
out on th^j couch. What are 
we supposed to do—write 


Internet Plumbers: Forget 
'.Shift manager at McDonald's. 
Internet plumbersi(the Roto- 
Rooters of the Internet who 
clean out and juice up servers) 
have the hot, new pareer. 


hitting theroad and the recent 
announcement that it will 
produce onlyHijgh-end systems 
the old. friendlySmderdog will 


35mm Film: DigitaP^MH 

cameras keep getting 
better. Why 
at the Fotomat wh 


Credit-Card Encryption: Let Microsoft 
Visa and Netscape Mastercard battle 
over digital-cash standards. With 
double-blind encryption, we can safely 












With an incredible 
selection of clipart, 
fonts, photos and 
phrases plus flexible 


Print House is the 
fast and easy way 
for everyone to 
create great-looking 
greeting cards, 
stationery, banners 
and more! 


While supplies 
last!’ 


9 GREETING CARDS 9 LABELS * BANNERS 9 POSTERS 

9 INVITATIONS 9 ENVELOPES 9 BUSINESS CARDS 9 SIGNS 

9 CERTIFICATES 9 CALENDARS 9 LETTERHEAD Plus mucli more! 



figr.gga.-5. 


O fficeMax 

-**^^^^aldn^our Savings ToThe^u^ 

1 - 800 - 788-8080 


*US$ plus applicable taxes. Price subject to change without notice. 

















The A-List 


Editors’ Top Picks by Wendy Taylor 


E Low-Cost 
Desktop PC 


Dell Dimension P75t 


IBM Power Series 850 


Polywell Poly 500P8 


So fast you may never see the Windows $3,549, 166MHz 
hourglass again. It’s priced for Pentium, 16MB RAM, 

mortals, too. / 1.2GB, 6X CD-ROM. 

Power that will rock you back on your $7,000, 150MHz 
heels. Feed it native 32-bit apps only. . Pentium Pro, 32MB 

/ RAM, 2.1GB hard drive. 

Why compromise? Get the performance $3,048, 133MHz 
you crave and all the extras too. i Pentium, 16MB RAM, 

/ 1.6GB, 6X CD-ROM. 

First-rate features at a cut-rate $1,949, 75MHz 

price—our favorite combination. Pentium, 16MB RAM, 

/ 1GB, 4X CD-ROM. 

Command central for any home office— $3,498, 133MHz 
manages your fax, voice, and e-mail . Pentium, 16MB RAM, 
messages while you get down to work. / 1.6GB hard drive. 

Workstation might meets Pentium 


The most PC for your money- 
delivered right to your doorstep. 


Compaq ProLiant 1500 


Toshiba Tecra 700CT 



department? This server is so 


Digital Prioris LX 590 Our labs call it the fastest server 


Toshiba Portege 61 OCT 


Gateway 2000 Solo S90 


$6,796.133MHz 

PowerPC 604, 32 MB 
t RAM, 1GB hard drive. 

$2,848,133MHz 
. Pentium, 16MB RAM, 

/ 4X CD-ROM drive. 

$4,128, 90MHz 
, Pentium, 32MB RAM, 

/ 2GB hard drive. 

$3,249, 90MHz 

Pentium, 192MB RAM, 

/ 4X CD-ROM drive. 

$14,375, 100MHz 
t Pentium, 128MB RAM, 
i two 2.1GB SCSI-2 drives. 

$25,095, two 133MHz \ 
. Pentium CPUs, 768MB, j 
t five 2.1GB SCSI drives, r 


The follow-you-around office: 120MHz $5,999, 120MHz 
Pentium, removable four-speed CD-ROM 'Pentium, 16MB RAM, 
drive, and an 11.3-inch hi-res display. / 1.13GB hard drive. 

Take it anywhere: Toshiba’s 4.8-pound $3,999, 90MHz 
ultraportable Pentium fits in any 
briefcase—with room to spare. 


Reader Service No. 618 

March 1996, page 132 
{800} 762-0900 
Reader Service No. 619 

Sep:. 1995, page 106 ■: : 
(800)516-9197 ^ 

Reader Service No. 620 

Stay tuned, 

(800) 433-6675 
Reader Service No. 621 

Feb, 1996, page 82 
<800)3454518 
Reader Service No. 622 

Nov. 1995, page 71 
'<800)472-7693 
Reader Service No, 623 

Jan. 1996, page 
<800)999-1278 
Reader Service No. 624 

Nov. 1995, page 138 
(800)345-1518 
Reader Service No. 625 


Reader Service No. 626 

Nov. 1995, page 138 
<890) 345-1518 
Reader Service No. 627 


Big, high-resolution screen; 
removable CD-ROI 
wired for sound. 


high-resolution 12.1-inch display. 


. Pentium, 8MB RAM, 
/ 686MB hard drive. 

$1,998, 75MHz 
4860X4,8MB RAM, 
J 340MB hard drive. 

$4,599. 90MHz 
Pentium, 16MB RAM, 
/ 1.2GB hard drive. 

$6,889, 120MHz 
. Pentium, removable , 
f 4X CD-ROM drive. 


pec. 1995, page 158 
<800 999-4273 
Reader Service No. 630 


Nov. 1995, page 74 
{8005 424-0854 
Reader Service No. i 
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Canon BJC-4100 


Tektronix Phaser 340 


$950, 6 ppm, 600 dpi, 
. PCL 5 (PostScript 

Beam jobs to the IR port instead. / optional), infrared port. 

Low-maintenance, high-quality color— $369, 720-by-360- 
and sanely priced. . dpi black, 360-by-360- 

/ dpi color. 

$499, 600 dpi, 

. 7-ppm black, 

/ 3-ppm color. 

$299, 300-dpi thermal 
j transfer, 1.5 pounds. 

$4,000, 24 ppm, 

600 dpi, PCL 5e, 

/ PostScript Level 2. 

$4,995, 4 ppm, 

, 600-by-300-dpi 
/ black and color. 


Near-laser-quality color output 
for a tenth of the price. 


Slip it in your briefcase, then wow 
clients when you produce color 


Even 50-page print jobs fly out 
faster than you can trot down the 


Drop-dead, solid-ink color al 
11 cents per page. 


Feb. 1996, page 140 
(800) 848-4123 
Reader Service No. 635 

Feb. 1996, page 140 
(800)752-0900 
Reader Service No. 636 


dan. 1996, page 89 
(800) 752-0900 
Reader Service No. 63! 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 835-6100, ext. 1 
Reader Service No. 63! 



Churns out brilliant color pag 
n produce them. 


Nanao FlexScan T2-20 It’s like buying orchestra si 


Sony Multiscan 17sf Sweet 17-inch deal. IV 


3-D acceleration make this the 


$1,999, 9-ppm black, stay tui 


$2,063, 20-inch, Dec. 1995, page 158 
. 1.600 by 1,200 pixels, ;sooi 800-5202 
f Plug and Play. Reade' Service No. 641 

$800, 1,280 by Oec. 1995, page 158 

^ 1,024 pixels at 60Hz. (soo) 352-7669, ext. 11 

$450, 4MB WRAM, Dec. 1995, page 158 
1,280 by 1,024 pixels (soo> 583-4353 




graphics accelerator to covet. 

J at 76Hz, PCI interface. 

Reader Service No. 643 

Iomega Zip Drive 

Chic, purple, and portable. And the 
cartridges are removable. 

$199, 25MB or 100MB 
cartridges. SCSI or 
/ parallel interface. 

Feb. 1996, page 176 
(800) 697-8833 

Reader Service No. 644 

NEC MultiSpin 4Xc 

The best bargain around: Queue up 
seven discs in this quad-speed jukebox 

$349, SCSI interface, 
j seven-disc changer. 

pec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 632-4636 

Reader Service No. 645 

Seagate Medalist 2140 

Be greedy. At these prices, why not 
get two? 

$530, Fast ATA-2, 

, 10.5ms access time, 

/ 2.51GB storage. 

Stay tuned. 

(408)438-8111 

Reader Service No. 646 

Mega Drive Systems 

MRS RAID Disk Array 

The best kind of insurance for your 
network data. 

$11,000, 5GB 
j RAID.array. 

Nov, 1995, page 186 
(800) 404-6342 

Reader Service No. 647 

Visioneer PaperPort Vx 

The quickest way to tame your paper 
in-box—moves paper off your desk 
and onto your hard drive in seconds. 

$329, 400 dpi, 
document-management 
/ software. 

Jan. 1996. page 92 
(800) 787-7007, ext. 102 
Reader Service No. 648 

Creative Labs Sound 
Blaster AWE32PnP 

The ultimate for business multimedia. 
Great for games, too. 

$200, 32-voice 
. polyphony, 16-bit 
/ DSP ' 

Jan. 1996, page 173 
(800)998-5227 

U.S. Robotics Courier 
1-Modem 

A bridge to the future—get a 28.8Kbps 
analog and ISDN modem in one. 

$895, ISDN and V.34 
j (28.8Kbps). 

Feb. 1996, page 78 
(800) 877-2677 

Reader Service No. 650 


996 









We dare the 

competition to handyou 
something like this. 



It’s about 4.5" tall, 5.5 oz„ and fits in your shirt 
pocket or purse. But it's so big on functionality, it has 
no competition. 

It's PlLOC the first truly connected organizer— 
with its own organizational software for the desktop 
f included. 

Staying organized with PILOT is faster 
-and easier than pen and paper. And better, too, because it's your 



pilot 


Enter addresses, phone numbers, and appointments just once—either on 
your PILOT or your PC. Drop PILOT into its cradle and press the HotSync” button. 
Then everything's up-to-date. 

Pilot is compatible with the Windows software you already use for 
personal information management, like Sidekick, Schedule + and Now 
Up-To-Date. 

And starting at only $299,* it's compatible with any budget, too. So 
cal 11 -800-881 -7256 and find out where to get your hands on one. 


automatic link to the important personal information on your PC. The one touch organizer To arrange a demo’, visit our Web site at http://www.usr.com/palm. 


U.S. Robotics, Inc. and i 


J.S. Robotics, Inc. U.S. Robotics and 


Circle 297 on reader service card. 


ttflobotics 
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Top Pick The Buzz 


Microsoft Office The complete business-software 

for Windows 95 suite for Windows 95. Watch for 


The Stats* 


$499 (Standard 
. Edition), 28MB to 
/ 89MB hard disk space. 


More 


Sect. 1995. page 83 
.(800} 426-9400 
Reader Service No. 651 


Lotus Word Pro 96 


Microsoft Excel 
for Windows 95 


Microsoft’s Word comes close, but 
smart spell-checking and version 
control give Word Pro 96 the edge. 


While Quattro Pro and Lotus 1-2-3 
languish in the 16-bit world, Excel 
steals the 32-bit show. 


$75. Windows 95 
. or Windows NT 3.51, 
f 8MB RAM. 

$300, Windows 95 
. or Windows NT 3.51, 
' 8MB RAM. 


Dec. 1995; page 158 
: (800) 343-5414 
Reader Service No. 66 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800)426-9400 
Reader Service No. 65 


Microsoft Access 
for Windows 95 

The database usability and productivity 
champ—for novices and experts alike. 

i 

$300, 486 CPU, 

} 12MB RAM. 

Jan. 1996, page 162 
(800) 426-9400 

Reader Service No. 654 

Microsoft 

PowerPoint for 

Windows 95 

Build a winning sales presentation 
on your lunch hour. 

$300, Windows 95 or 
, Windows NT, 14MB to 

T 35MB hard disk space. 

March 1996, page 183 
(800) 426-9400 

Reader Service No. 655 

Microsoft Publisher 
for Windows 95 

The ultimate vanity press: Create 
terrific-looking pages without 
even trying. 

$80, 386 CPU, 8MB 
( RAM, 6MB hard disk 
space. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 426-9400 

Reader Service No. 656 

QuarkXPress 3.31 
for Windows 

Produces pages as slick as the ones in 
your hands. PageMaker shops should 
check out PageMaker for Windows 95. 

$600, 486 CPU, 

8 MB RAM, 12MB to 
f 15MB hard disk space. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 788-7835 

Reader Service No. 657 

CorelDraw 6 

The all-in-one graphics toolkit for 
Windows 95: Draw, edit, and design 
your own masterpieces. 

$450, Windows 95, 

, 486 CPU, 8MB RAM. 

This issue, page 101 
(800) 772-6735 

Reader Service No. 658 

Adobe Photoshop 3.0 
for Windows 

A digital darkroom for your PC. This just 
in: a Windows 95/Windows NT upgrade. 

$549, 486 CPU, 8MB 
RAM, 20MB hard 
* disk space. 

(800) 833-6687 

Reader Service No. 659 

Intuit Quicken 

Deluxe 5 for Windows 

Never visit a bank again—this is 
branch-office checking from your 
hard drive. 

$60, 386 CPU, 4MB 
RAM, 7MB hard disk 
t space. 

Feb. 1996, page 159 
(800) 624-8742 

Reader Service No. 660 

Intuit QuickBooks Pro 4.0 

Cheaper than your average accountant, 
and a lot easier to understand. 

/ 

$160, 486 CPU, 

4MB RAM, 12MB 
' hard disk space. 

Feb. 1996, page 92 
(800) 624-8742 

Reader Service No. 661 

Delrina CommSuite 95 

One launchpad for all your Internet 
needs. Sends e-mail and faxes, too. 

$99, 486 CPU, 

, 8MB RAM, 30MB 
' hard disk space. 

Nov. 1995, page 83 
(800) 441-7234 

Reader Service No. 662 

Netscape Navigator 2.0 

Still the best way to explore the Web. 
Download the new Windows 95 
version from ftp://ftp.netscape.com. 

$49, Windows 95, 

4MB RAM, Internet 
' access. 

Jan. 1996, page 108 
(800)638-7483 

Reader Service No. 663 

Symantec 

Norton AntiVirus 
for Windows 95 

Fast and painless virus-hunting for 
Windows 95 and Windows 3 jt. 

L 

$79, Windows 95, 
f 486 CPU, 8MB RAM. 

Oct. 1995, page 116 
(800) 441-7234 

Reader Service No. 664 

Microsoft Project 
for Windows 95 

Takes the work out of teamwork—the 
easy way. 

$469, Windows 95, 

. 386 CPU, 20MB 
r hard disk space. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 426-9400 

Reader Service No. 665 

Symantec 

Norton Utilities 
for Windows 95 

Resuscitates dead files and diagnoses 
hardware problems before they happen. 
Everyone should have a copy. 

$90, Windows 95, 
f 486 CPU, 8MB RAM. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800)441-7234 

Reader Service No. 666 

Vicarious Our Times 

The best crash course in 20th-century 
history we’ve ever taken. Don’t miss it. 

$70, Windows 3.1, 

486 CPU, 8MB RAM, 
f CD-ROM. 

Feb. 1996, page 301 
(800) 465-6543 

Reader Service No. 667 
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The Techies 
Want Performance. 



Multi-talented. A brilliant 
addition. Magnavox monitors 
offer resolutions up to 
1600 X 1280, refresh rates 
over 100Hz and a 0.28mm 
dot pitch for sharp, vibrant 
color and flicker-free images. 


The Number Crunchers 
Want Affordability. 



Terrific value. A real deal. 
With autoscan capability, 
precise on-screen display 
and energy-saving, built-in 
power management, 
Magnavox monitors give 
you more for your money. 


The Boss Wants 
Reliability. 



Works overtime. Very 
dependable. Backed by a 
3-year warranty*, you can 
rely on the 17" Magnavox 
CM4018 (16.22" viewable 
image size) color monitor 
around the clock for every¬ 
thing from video conferences 
to business reports. 


No One Puts More In A Monitor. 

Circle 198 on reader service card. 

*3 years - parts; 1 year - labor. 

pl995 Philips Consumer Electronics Company. 

A Division of Philips Electronics North American Corporation. 


Get What You 
Want With 
Magnavox. 

With a full-range of smart 
features, Magnavox has every¬ 
thing you’re looking for in a 
monitor. Available in 14", 15", 
17", 20" and 21" screen sizes 
(12.86", 14.33", 16.22", 19.5" 
and 19.68" viewable image sizes) 
there’s one to fit your needs. 

Built to last and backed by a 
3-year warranty*, it’s no surprise 
Magnavox has become one of 
the world’s largest monitor 
manufacturers. For everything 
you’ve always wanted in a 
monitor, visit your retailer or 
call 1-800-835-3506. 



MAGNAVOX 

Smart. Very smart ® 


mmr 











For the location of the Acer Aspire dealer nearest you, 
MM call 1-800-529-ACER. Or visit us on the World Wide Web 

Pentium- window^ at http://wujw.acer.com/aac/ 

Circle 167 on reader service card. 


AceR Everything You Aspire To. 


People in my neighborhood call me the “Million- 

Aspire. To Do More. 

and-First Man.” Because these days, I’m into 

progress. And empowerment. That’s why I hooked 

up with the Acer® Aspire 1 ." 

It helps me do more, for myself 

and my community. I don’t just 

talk change and betterment, 

I make it happen. Starting with my own business 

plan. And the grant proposal that brought in 

A few more things 

start-up capital. All done with software that came 
I can do with my Aspire: 

preloaded on Aspire. Aspire also helps me take the 
Learn more about black history. 

word out to the streets. I use the powerful internal 
Access libraries around the world. 

fax modem to get politically involved. I get young 
Lobby my Congressman via e-mail. 

minds to open up with the high-speed CD-ROM 
Organize a church fundraiser. 

and the power of multimedia. They like the music 
Help local kids apply for scholarships. 

and the video, and the way Aspire looks. I like the 
And cruise around the Internet. 

message it sends. Aspire is truly a positive influence. 

Every day, it puts more power in my hands. 


















PaulSomerson 

Bye, Netscape 


O ne of Johnny Carson s best shticks was Carnac the Magnificent. 

Dressed in a ratty Swami s turban and cape, Carson would read 
out jokey answers and, as EdMcMahon CACKLED ANNOYINGLY IN 
THE BACKGROUND, would open envelopes revealing the questions. If Carnac 
were around today and talking about PCs, this routine would be vastly 
simpler: The answer to every question would always be “The Internet.” 


Take operating systems (puh -leeze). DOS 
drove people around the bend, since they were 
too lazy to learn the half-dozen commands 
needed to do most essential tasks. Windows 
3.x stole enough Macintosh features to let users 
stumble through everyday chores by pointing 
to colorful little onscreen pictures, a process 
similar to one USED BY PRIMATE RESEARCHERS TO 
COMMUNICATE WITH CHIMPANZEES, or icon-based 
McDonald’s cash registers to let illiterate 
cashiers ring up Happy Meals. 

The Windows 95 interface wasn’t much of 
an improvement. It added a few shiny LAYERS 
OF CHROME and some more buttons and giz¬ 
mos, but it was hardly the intuitive usability 
breakthrough buyers needed. 

So what’s the answer? As Slick Willie 
would say, it’s the Internet, stupid. Once the 
Web started creating ANOTHER GENERATION OF 
25-YEAR-OLD BILLIONAIRES, Bill Gates got tired 
of listening to clueless windbags predicting 
the demise of the operating system and 
Microsoft itself, and in late 1995 announced 
that from now on, every Redmond product 
would sparkle with Internet pixie dust. 

For applications, this doesn’t mean much 
more than making it easier to look up data 
remotely or share documents. But for operating 


systems, it’s a sea change. The next Windows 
interface will look, feel, and smell like a Web 
browser. Instead of wrestling with terse, tiny 
icons or the PATHETIC, PATIENCE-STRAINING 
Explorer, users will find what appear to be Web 
pages. Score another coup for Microsoft. 

A browser interface makes Windows far 
simpler to navigate and use. Each natural 
grouping (a bunch of related files or folders, 
for instance) can be on its own page, along with 
informative graphics. Each page can have its 
own text descriptions, help, and task-related 
buttons. All the text can link to other pages or 
more detailed assistance. And links or “favorite 
places” lists can point to other pages, help 
entries, drives, files, or—and here’s the Gates 
genius—to Web sites. 

Which means SAYONARA, NETSCAPE. When 
the main interface you stare at all day long is a 
browser that does all your OS dirty work and 
also happens to connect you to any Web page 
seamlessly and instantly, why on Earth would 
you load anyone else’s browser? And Gates 
recently drove the point home by offering his 
NT-based Internet server at a price Netscape 
will find hard to match: free. 

Once again, the answer is “Microsoft.” The 
question is, “Why did it take so long?” 




with a kit containing everything 
/ you need to get on the Internet 
immediately. This kit includes a user- 
friendly 150-page World Wide Web guide book written |ust 
for the Sportster, software for optimum Web navigation, and 
free registration with NetCom, GNN" and CompuServe" 
Internet Division. 

For the dealer nearest you, call us at I 800 DIAL USR 
(http://www.usr.com) right away. Because when it comes to 
a modem this fast, the faster you 
get it the better. 


The U S. Robotics 

Sportster is the fastest, most §|$Sfc. JHH 

reliable modem you can buy. For 
compatibility, connectivity and cumulative throughput, the 
Sportster proved to excel well beyond its nearest competitors 
in two separate and equally uncompromising independent 
lab tests. And during this incredible comparative exhibition, 
it not only outperformed other 28.8 Kbps modems, it 
outperformed the ratified standard for speed by working 
beautifully in a 33.6 Kbps mode. 

And as if that weren't enough, the Sportster also comes 


QkRobotics 






John C. Dvorak 

Total Recall 



O ne of the least-covered news stories of 1995 was a 
curious code exchange between Microsoft and 
Novell. This gave Microsoft the rights to, of all 
things, CP/M, CP/M-86, and GEM (Digital Research’s 
old GUI that was an early competitor to Windows, and 
used in some form on 68000-based Atari machines). 


Microsoft also tried to get the code base 
for the Amiga operating system from 
Commodore, according to someone 
working on a low-end machine Microsoft 
is developing in conjunction with IBM. 
Code-named Paris, the product looks like 
a cheap Web-oriented terminal. 

If you start looking into this, you’ll see 
what Microsoft is up to. The company does 
not intend to manufacture the Webterm, 
but to license it in much the same way as 
Oracle’s Web computer. But Microsoft and 
its PR arm, Waggener Edstrom, put a lid on 
this development because the project is an 
embarrassment. The last time they put spin 
control on an event was when Bill Gates 
appeared before the Washington State Leg¬ 
islature to promote the proposed WSB- 
1181 bill, which would make it mandatory 
to teach hexadecimal mathematics in gram¬ 
mar school. Like this was going to get a sin¬ 
gle vote. [Actually, it received five!— Ed] 

Any embarrassment here stems from the 
fact that this Web machine will be based on 
a new line of high-speed Z-80s. But it needs 
an 8-bit operating system, and CP/M is it. 
Apparently an 8-bit version of GEM was 
developed, too—although it was never 
released—and that’s what Gates &C Co. 
wants for this computer. Its backup is the 
Amiga operating system, which still has an 
8-bit core. A Microsoft employee told me 
that the decision to go 8-bit was made at the 
highest level, meaning Gates. 

Since last June, Gates has had an old 
Cromemco CP/M machine with a Perkin- 
Elmer terminal on his desk, which he uses 
to answer e-mail and compose his weekly 
musings for Microsoft’s in-house BBS, the 
Bill-Board. He’s been playing with various 


Windows-like interfaces, including a 
kludged version of GEM. His machine has 
a second monitor that’s jury-rigged to a 
special 8-bit graphics card that the people at 
S3 designed and built especially for him. 
Apparently anyone talking to Bill these 
days gets an earful about the advantages of 
8-bit computing (small words, small code 
size, speed) when it comes to the Internet. 

But he’s not the only one thinking along 
these lines: The Internet 
group at IBM seems to be 
involved with Microsoft, 
and has two 8-bit projects 
underway itself. One is a 
licensing deal for the Paris 
machine. The other is a 
complete redesign of the 
shelved PowerPC 615. The 
615 was supposed to incor¬ 
porate the x86’s instruction- 
set at the chip level, along 
with PowerPC’s instruction 
and powerful floating-point 
circuitry. Both IBM and 
Motorola had problems 
with the 615 and decided to 
divert their talent to 
Motorola’s 4196—an 8-bit 
PowerPC chip based on the 
615. The 4196 chip incorpo¬ 
rates a Z-80 instruction 
and can run the 8-bit soft¬ 
ware of the future, as well as do something 
called half-word computing. 

Half-word computing is the current buzz 
in the Internet community, and Netscape is 
supposed to incorporate something called a 
half-word burst mode in its 3.0 release of 
Navigator. This is supposed to expedite data 


transfers, especially graphics, and reduce 
load time. To make things even weirder, 
Credibility, Inc., a Palo Alto-based compa¬ 
ny, proposed a 4-bit machine using quarter- 
word abilities and a reduced ASCII word set 
that detractors call “half-ASCII.” Microsoft 
is part-owner of the company. 

If you ask around, most observers say 
current 4-bit processors don’t have 
enough horsepower. But Intel publicly 
announced that it is researching the possi¬ 
bility of redesigning the original 4-bit 
microprocessor—the 4004—with a RISC 
architecture. Also, DEC said it ran simu¬ 
lations on a 4-bit Alpha processor that 
“compare favorably” with the perfor¬ 
mance of a 133MHz Pentium. A friend of 
mine explained how effortlessly Microsoft 
could detune Windows NT, reduce its 
word size to 4 bits, and port it to the 4-bit 
Alpha chip. “Probably take 
two months at the most.” 

At a recent ACM Micro¬ 
processor Summit, someone 
presented a slide, “The Mod¬ 
ified Moore’s Law Converse 
Curve,” which shows that 
halving the bit length will 
double performance to infin¬ 
ity minus 1. In theory, 1/32- 
bit computing approached 
Cray XMP performance, 
although there was no practi¬ 
cal way to make such a chip. 
In fact, only one successful 
2-bit microprocessor has 
ever been designed—built 
for the U.S. Department of 
Defense by Harris Semicon¬ 
ductor. But if performance is 
any indicator, commercial 
2-bit processors will arrive 
before the turn of the centu¬ 
ry. Internet growth and the incursion of 
newbies and know-nothings will also create 
a huge demand for 2-bit operating systems, 
applications, and computers. Count on it. 

And for those of you with a hexadeci¬ 
mal education, know this: 61 70 72 69 6C 
20 66 6F 6F 6C 73 20 64 61 79. 


Gates & Co.’s 

WEBTERM is based 
on high-speed 
Z-80s. IBM and 
Motorola just 
redesigned the 
POWERPC to run 
8-hit software. 
And DECs 4-BIT 
ALPHA even rivals 
133MHz PENTIUMS. 
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BEST I 
OF 
1995 


Millennia P150 

• Intel 150MHz Pentium processor 

• 256K pipelined burst cache, flash BIOS 

• 6X EIDE CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• SoundBlaster' 16 stereo sound & speakers 

• PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft" Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

© • Microsoft Windows* 95 CD 

• 5-year/3-year Micron Power* warranty* 

A • 8MB EDO RAM • 1.0GB EIDE hard drive 
• 15" Micron 15FGx, ,28dp (13.7" display) 

• Microsoft Works 95 CD 

* 2,299 Business lease $82/month 

B • 16MB EDO RAM • 1.6GB EIDE hard drive 
• 15" Micron 15FGx, ,28dp (13.7" display) 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 & Bookshelf 95 CDs 

* 2,699 Business lease $96/month 

C -32MB EDO RAM* 2.1GB EIDE hard drive 
• 17" Micron 17FGx, ,26dp (15.8" display) 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 & Bookshelf 95 CDs 

* 3,599 Business lease $123/month 

• With 166MHz Pentium processor..add $200 


i u m 


"The Millennia is nothing short of 
the best all-around PC available on 
the market today." 

PC Magazine, April 25,1995 
i . T . 1 According to 

PC Magazine’s recent 
Windows-based tests, 
EDITORS’ the Micron P120 

:H0,CE Millennia is a “star 
performer.” The Millennia garnered 
the highest Graphics WinMark score 
ever seen, in addition 

Pentium 


Millennia Plus P166 

• Intel 166MHz Pentium processor 

• 256K pipelined burst cache, flash BIOS 

• PCI 32-bit Ultra SCSI Fast-20 controller 

• 6X SCSI-2 CD-ROM drive, 3.5” floppy drive 

• SoundBlaster 16 stereo sound & speakers 

• PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows 95 CD 

© • Microsoft Office Pro 95 & Bookshelf 95 CDs 
• 5-year/3-year Micron Power warranty* 

A * 16MB EDO RAM • 1GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 
• 15" Micron 15FGx, ,28dp (13.7" display) 

* 3,199 Business lease $109/month 

B • 32MB EDO RAM • 2GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 
• 15" Micron 15FGx, ,28dp (13.7" display) 

* 4,099 Business lease $140/month 

C • 64MB EDO RAM • 4GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 
• 17" Micron 17FGx, ,26dp (15.8" display) 

* 5,999 Business lease $196/month 

• With 150MHz Pentium processor..subtract $200 


























Home MPC P100 

• Intel 100MHz Pentium* processor 

• 8MB EDO RAM* 1.0GB EIDE hard drive 

• 4X EIDE CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• SoundBlaster" 16 stereo sound & speakers 

• 14.4 fax/modem, speakerphone, voice mail 
•.PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, .28dp (13.7" display) 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft® Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows® 95 CD 

• Microsoft Works 95 CD 

• Microsoft Home Pak includes: Works 4.0 for 
Windows 95; Publisher Deluxe for Windows 95; 
Encarta® 96; Encarta 96 World Atlas; Music 
Central"96; Wine Guide; Arcade 1.0; Scenes- 
Sports Extremes Collection; Cinemania® 96; Julia 
Child Home Cooking; Best of Windows Entertain¬ 
ment Pack; Money 4.0 for Windows 95; Holiday 

^ CD Sampler. 

5-year/3-year Micron Power warranty* 

$ 1,999 

run 


HomePro MPC P150 

• Intel 150MHz Pentium processor 

• 256K pipelined burst cache, flash BIOS 

• 16MB EDO RAM • 1.6GB EIDE hard drive 

• 6X EIDE CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• SoundBlaster 16 stereo sound & speakers 

• 28.8 fax/modem, speakerphone, voice mail 

•PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• 17" Micron 17FGx, ,26dp (15.8" display) 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows 95 CD 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 CD 

• Microsoft Home Pak includes: Works 4.0 for 
Windows 95; Publisher Deluxe for Windows 95; 
Encarta® 96; Encarta 96 World Atlas; Music 
Central" 96; Wine Guide; Arcade 1.0; Scenes- 
Sports Extremes Collection; Cinemania® 96; Julia 
Child Home Cooking; Best of Windows Entertain¬ 
ment Pack; Money 4.0 for Windows 95; Holiday 

^ CD Sampler. 

R* 5-year/3-year Micron Power warranty* 


$ 3,199 




PowerStation P100 

• Intel 100MHz Pentium processor 

• 4X EIDE CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• SoundBlaster 16 stereo sound & speakers 
•PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 
Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 
Microsoft Windows 95 CD 
5-year/3-year Micron Power warranty* 

A • 8MB EDO RAM • 1.0GB EIDE hard drive 

• 15” Micron 15FGx, .28dp (13.7” display) 

• Microsoft Works 95 CD 

*1,899 

B • 16MB EDO RAM* 1.6GB EIDE hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, ,28dp (13.7" display) 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 & Bookshelf 95 CDs 

*2,299 

• With 133MHz Pentium processor..add $100 


Business lease S82/month 


• With 133MHz Pentium processor..subtract $100 

• With 166MHz Pentium processor..add $200 


Magnum Pro180 

• Intel 180MHz Pentium Pro processor 

• 256K internal cache, flash BIOS 

• 6X EIDE-2 CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• SoundBlaster 16 stereo sound & speakers 
•PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows NT Workstation 3.51 CD 
. • Microsoft Office Pro 95 & Bookshelf 95 CDs 
A • 5-year/3-year Micron Power warranty* 

A • 16MB RAM* 1.6GB EIDE hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, ,28dp (13.7” display) 

*3,699 Business lease 1126/month 

B • 32MB RAM* 2.1GB EIDE hard drive 

• 17" Micron 17FGx,.26dp (15.8" display) 

*4,599 Business lease S157/manttl 






Magnum Plus Pro200 

• Intel 200MHz Pentium Pro processor 

• 256K internal cache, flash BIOS 

• PCI 32-bit Ultra SCSI Fast-20 controller 

• 6X SCSI-2 CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• SoundBlaster 16 stereo sound 8t speakers 
•PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows NT Workstation 3.51 CD 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 & Bookshelf 95 CDs 
5-year/3-year Micron Power warranty* 

' A • 32MB RAM • 2GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, ,28dp (13.7" display) 

*4,999 Business lease SI 70/month 

B • 64MB RAM • 4GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 17" Micron 17FGx,.26dp (15.8" display) 
*6,899 Business lease 1226/month 

C • 128MB RAM • 9GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 21” Micron 21FGx, .22dp (20.0" display) 

*11,599 . 


'Micron Power " 1 Warranty & Support 


• 5-year limited warranty on microprocessor and main memory 

• 3-year limited parts-only system warranty 

• 1-year optional on-site service agreement included 

• 30 days of free Micron-supplied software support 

• 30-day money-back policy 

• 24-hour technical support 


le. Copies of the limited warranties may be obtained by calling Mic 





PowerServer SMP P133 

• Intel 133MHz Pentium processor 

• Dual Pentium SMP ZIF sockets 

• 512K write-back cache, flash BIOS 

• Slots: 5 EISA, 2 PCI, 1 EISA/PCI 

• PCI 32-bit Ultra SCSI fast-20 controller 

• 6X SCSI-2 CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 
•PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• Full-size tower with 10 drive bays 
Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 
Microsoft Windows 95 CD 
5-year/3-year Micron Power warranty* 

A • 16MB RAM* 1GB SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx,.28dp (13.7" display) 
*3,199 Business lease S109/month 

B • 32MB RAM* 2GB SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, ,28dp (13.7" display) 
*4,099 Business lease $138/month 


900 E. Karcher Road, Nampa, ID 83687 
Mon-Fri 6am-10pm Sat 7am-5pm (MT) 
International Sales Hours: Mon-Fri 7am-6pm (MT) 
208-893-3434 • Fax 208-893-3424 
Purchase Order Fax 208-893-8992 
Technical Support Available 24 HoursA Day-7 DaysAWeek 


It's Your Call 

800 - 515-9197 

http://www.mei.micron.com 

MICRON 

■ ELECTRONICS, INC. 


Circle 106 on reader service card. 




















Hewlett-Packard Color LaserJet 5 


New! 

Color for the Whole Office 


Choosing a color 
laser printer is a 
SHPwjPHj thankless job. This 
irKtVItVVJ one is faster, that 
one has better output, and yet 
another costs less. To make the 
decision a little easier, Hewlett- 
Packard’s new Color LaserJet 
5 — the latest upgrade to the 
Color LaserJet—is about to hit 
the streets. It’s not the fastest 
printer in the world, nor is it 
the least expensive. It does, 
however, have some special 
qualities that might be exactly 
what you need. 

As with its other printer 
lines, HP offers two flavors of 


its Color LaserJet: the 5 and the 
5M. Each ships with the same 
engine, which supports up to 10 
ppm for black output and 2 to 3 
ppm for color. The differences? 
The Color LaserJet 5 ships with 
20MB of RAM. The 5M, on the 
other hand, ships with Post¬ 
Script Level 2, 36MB of RAM, 
and Ethernet and LocalTalk 
networking interfaces. You can 
add these features as upgrades 
to the Color LaserJet 5. Token 
Ring network options are avail¬ 
able for each printer. 

The Color LaserJet 5 costs 
much less than the original 
LaserJet: $5,995 compared with 


$7,295. But you’re not trading 
quality for the lower price. 
Rather, you’ll find improved 
continuous-tone output qual¬ 
ity and a faster processor. 

On the outside, the printer 
looks the same as before. But 
inspect closely and you’ll find 
signs of HP’s efforts to 
enhance print quality. The true 
resolution of the Color Laser¬ 
Jet 5 is just 300 dpi. Competing 
printers from Apple, Lexmark, 
Tektronix (which all sport a 
Canon engine) and QMS and 
Xerox (which have a Hitachi 
engine) all have true 600-dpi 
output. Don’t be fooled by the 


just as we expected. 

The Color LaserJet 5M’s 
output was inconsistent. For 
charts and presentation graph¬ 
ics, the output was outstanding. 
Colors were sharp and vibrant; 
lines were crisp and defined. We 
were especially impressed with 
white text against a black back¬ 
ground. The toner didn’t bleed, 
and the text was the sharpest 
we’ve seen from a color laser 
printer. Black text output was 
also top-notch. 

Photographic output, how¬ 
ever, was a different story. 
While texture and definition 
were nice, flesh tones were 
excessively pink. When we 
changed the software settings 
to get better results, we barely 
noticed a difference. For pho¬ 
tographic output, you’re bet¬ 
ter off going with Apple’s 
Color LaserWriter 12/600 PS 
orTektronix’s Phaser 550. 

Give and Take Lexmark’s 
Optra C is the printer to beat 
for speed, and the Color 
LaserJet 5M didn’t quite mea¬ 
sure up in most tests. In our 
text-document test, the Optra 
C was about 45 percent 
quicker. The Color LaserJet 
5M performed a little better 
with 3-page presentations, but 
the Optra C was still 37 per¬ 
cent faster. However, when we 
printed a 4-page newsletter 
that contained graphics on the 
first page, the Color LaserJet 
5M was more than 50 percent 
faster than the Optra C. 

If you compare the Color 
LaserJet with other color lasers, 
its performance is snappy. With 
its 10-ppm engine, the Color 
LaserJet 5M printed signifi¬ 
cantly faster than printers from 
Apple, Tektronix, and Xerox in 


OVERVIEW 


Design Details 



Printer 
Smarts: The 

Color LaserJet 
5’s drivers let 
you print a 
watermark 
with your 
document, or 
print up to 16 
reduced pages 
on one sheet of 
paper. 


Color Presentation 


i LEXMA 



Color Newsletter 


LEXMARK OPTRA C 


Baseline 

HP COLOR LASERJET 5M HP COLOR LASERJET 5M 

NOTE: A THREE-PAGE PRESENTATION IN POWERPOINT 4.0 AND A FOUR-PAGE NEWSLETTER 
IN QUARKXPRESS 3.31 WERE TESTED UNDER WINDOWS 3.11. 

Mixed Bag: HP’s PostScript-equipped Color LaserJet 
5M was slower than Lexmark's Optra C when printing 
solid colors, but faster at printing mixed text and graphics. 


Color LaserJet 5’s lower 
resolution, though. With 
resolution enhancement, 
HP can boost the resolu¬ 
tion to the equivalent of 
1,200 dpi, which shows 
in the Color LaserJet 5’s 
crisp output. 

But if you were hop¬ 
ing for a color laser 
printer that’s smaller 
than the behemoths 
you’re used to, look else¬ 
where. In fact, the Color 
LaserJet 5’s footprint is 
larger than that of the 
models from Apple, Tek¬ 
tronix, and Lexmark. 

Once you find a place 
to put this monster-size 
printer, you’ll learn that 
the Color LaserJet is also 
tricky to set up. There 
are several options to 
install, and the docu¬ 
mentation isn’t always 
clear about where things 
should go. We muddled 
through and got the 
printer running in about 
30 minutes. Software 
installation was a breeze, 
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Guide to PC Computing’s Ratings 

Excellent Market leader that offers exceptional performance . 'trPrtrfirfa 

Good Excels in many areas; a good buy . 'fcMrk 

Acceptable Average for its class; a justifiable purchase . 'frfrfc 

Poor Out of date or substandard; offset by some positive features . 

Unacceptable Missing necessary features; avoid . 



High-Impact Color: Hewlett-Packard’s new Color LaserJet 5 printer uses a 300-dpi print 
engine, but with software resolution enhancement it produces sharp and vibrant output 
equivalent to 1,200 dpi. The LaserJet 5M adds Ethernet support and PostScript Level 2. 


our presentation, newsletter, 
and text-document tests. 

The cost per page for the 
Color LaserJet is competitive. 
Black coverage at 5 percent is 
about 1.8 cents per page. Color 
costs are also low. For a page 
with 50 percent coverage, 
you’ll spend only about 20 
cents if you use plain paper. 
And one major benefit of color 
o laser technology is that you 
| needn’t waste precious pennies 
g on special paper to boost your 
| output quality. 

< Bottom Line Color laser 
i printers are fast, their cost per 
S page is low, and they handle 
2' black-text pages as easily as 
£ color. But choosing which 


color laser to buy requires 
some hard choices. Apple’s 
Color LaserWriter 12/600 PS 
is a tough printer to beat. Its 
list price is a bit higher than 
the Color LaserJet 5’s, and 
about a grand less than the 
Color LaserJet 5M’s. How¬ 
ever, Apple’s printer is the 
best overall value with 600- 
dpi output and Ethernet and 
AppleTalk support by default. 

You could call the Color 
LaserJet 5 a happy medium. 
It’s faster than Apple’s Color 
LaserWriter 12/600 PS, has 
better graphical output than 
Lexmark’s Optra C—and 
costs less than either of them. 
However, if you plan to put 


your printer at the end of a net¬ 
work, the Color LaserWriter 
12/600 PS is a better value than 
the Color LaserJet 5M. 

If you produce mostly text 
documents with just splashes 
of color, you can’t go wrong 
with HP’s Color LaserJet 5. Its 
text output is the best we’ve 
seen, and it does a nice job of 
handling simple graphics. But 
if you print lots of pho¬ 
tographs and color, and you 
can’t afford to shell out big 
bucks for a dye-sublimation 
printer, your money would be 
better spent on Apple’s Color 
LaserWriter 12/600 PS, Lex¬ 
mark’s Optra C, or Tektronix’s 
Phaser 550. KYLA K. CARLSON 



Trade-offs: The Color 
LaserJet 5 and 5M do an 
excellent job of handling 
solid colors and business 
graphics. The photographic 
resolution is nice, but we 
were disappointed with the 
excessive pink shades of 
flesh tones. 


FILEBOX 


Color LaserJet 5 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: An affordable color 
laser that does a fine job with 
text and simple graphics—but 
photo images could be better. 

Pros: Produces outstandingtext 
output, and handles 
presentation documents nicely. 
Cons: Photographic output is 
not up to par with that of 
competitors—flesh tones are 
too pink. Speeds are competitive 
but not stellar. 

Configuration Options: 

The Color LaserJet 5M costs 
$1,300 more and comes with 
36MB of RAM, PostScript Level 
2, Ethernet, and LocalTalk. 
Features as Tested: 
PostScript Level 2,36MB of 
RAM, Ethernet, and LocalTalk. 


$5,995 for the Color LaserJet 5; 
$7,295 for the Color LaserJet 5M 
Hewlett-Packard 
C800) 527-3753 
Reader Service No. 688 


OMPUTING 
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Deciphering the easiest way to network your 
Windows-based PCs will require, among other 
things, a keen sense of the obvious. 


WINDOWS NT SERVER IS THE SIMPLEST, 
MOST PAINLESS WAY FOR SMALL BUSINESSES 
TO NETWORK WINDOWS-BASED PCS. 


Many business decisions require large amounts of careful analysis, research, and brain 
power. Others require considerably less. 

Take the issue of how to network your Windows®-based PCs: Windows NT'"Server 
operating system is the obvious choice, because it’s Windows, it’s so perfect for growing 
companies that already thousands of small businesses are using it. 

Why? It provides safe central storage of your files and runs the applications that run 
your business. Installation can take less than an hour, and Windows NT Server is smart 
enough to figure out what hardware you already have. Windows NT Server also allows 
employees working out of the 
office to connect to your 
network at any time, from 
anywhere. So they can access 
information and files just like they were at their desks. And with built-in support for the 
Internet, your company’s World Wide Web page will be up and running in no time. 

In case you’re thinking cost, the choice is just as clear. Windows NT Server costs 
one-third less than NetWare? Windows NT Server. Who says there are no easy answers in 
business? For store locations and seminar information, call (800)60-S0URCE, Dept. A025. 

Microsoft 





















HARDWARE: Archistrat 4s Server • Multimedia Notebooks • ScanJet 4p • 
■ MultiSync • Kodak DC50 Zoom Camera • CD-ROM Drives • Edge 3D • Multimedia Kits 


Iomega Jaz Drive 

Get a Gigabyte To Go 




Take It with You: Iomega’s Jaz drive-a low-cost 
1GB removable storage device-has finally arrived. 
With a transfer rate of up to 10MB per second and a 
cost of around $12 per megabyte, it’s likely to end up 
like Iomega’s Zip drive-nearly impossible to find. 

Almost as Fast 
as a Hard Drive: 

The Jaz drive’s 
performance is 
comparable to 
that of anytop-of- 
the-line fixed hard 
drive, such as 
Quantum’s 
ProDrive. 



You thought the Zip drive was 
cool? Child’s play. After 
months of hype, Iomega’s Jaz 
drive is finally hitting the 
street, and it lives up to its 
promise of providing hard 
drive performance using low- 
cost, removable 1GB car¬ 
tridges. The only downside to 
this revolutionary product is 
getting your hands on one: 
Finding a Jaz drive will be like 
scoring a Cabbage Patch doll 
at Christmastime. But if you 
need removable storage, or are 
looking for an economical way 
to store several gigabytes of 
data, hunt one down. 

Beyond Backup Unlike 
the Zip drive, the Jaz isn’t lim¬ 
ited to data backups. Actually, 
it doesn’t even use the same 
media type. Rather than the 
Zip’s floppy-disk-on-steroids 
model, each Jaz cartridge uses 
standard 3.5-inch Winchester 
hard-disk technology. In other 
words, the Jaz is like your 
basic hard drive. You can use 
it, just as you would any nor¬ 
mal hard drive, to run applica¬ 
tions, digital video, or even 
your entire system. Our tests 
revealed that the Jaz drive’s 
performance is comparable to 
that of any top-of-the-line 
hard drive with a data-transfer 
rate of up to 10MB per second. 
The Jaz drive’s overall perfor¬ 
mance scores were only slighdy 
below those of Quantum’s 
speedy ProDrive. 

Megs on the Move But 
the real news is the Jaz’s porta¬ 
bility. The entire drive weighs 
a mere two pounds, and the 
included software makes it 
fairly simple to switch the 
drive among several machines. 
The cartridges have an antirattle 


feature that protects data plat¬ 
ters from physical damage. 

The Jaz drive’s technology 
mimics that of the longtime 
removable-storage king, the 
SyQuest. But the Jaz drive’s 
performance leaves the SyQuest 
and other forms of removable 
media, including magneto¬ 
optical drives, in the dust. 

It reads and writes data at 
more than twice the speed of a 
basic SyQuest drive, and it’s 
over four times faster than a 
magneto-optical drive. Expect 
to spend just $12 per 
megabyte if you buy your 


cartridges in large quantities. 

Without a doubt, the Jaz is 
cool. But do you really need 
one? That depends. If you only 
occasionally need to share small 
files between your home and 
office systems, for example, a 
remote-control package like 
Symantec’s Norton pcAny- 
where32 or Traveling Soft¬ 
ware’s LapLink will most likely 
do the trick (see “Dial Up 
Your Desktop,” March, page 
120). And if you can’t imagine 
ever needing more than a 
gigabyte or two, there’s really 
no point in spending the extra 


Guide to the Ratings: AAAAA Excellent 'AAAA Good ArkA Acceptable 


FILEBOX 


Jaz Drive 

i&rkldk 

Verdict: Excellent speed, 
performance, and portability at 
an affordable price. 

Pros: Near-hard drive speeds 
and removable cartridges. 

Cons: You’ll want two if you 
often shuttle data between 
locations, but findingthem on 
dealers’ shelves will be tough. 
Competition: Various 
SyQuest and magneto-optical 
drives offer portability, but 
they’re half as fast. Various 
stationary magnetic hard drives 
from Seagate, Quantum, and 
others are the real competitors, 
offering better performance at 
much lower initial prices. 

Media: $99 per 1GB cartridge; 
$50 per 275MB cartridge. 
Features as Tested: Fast 
SCSI-2 interface (IDE versions 
available), 1GB cartridge 
(275MB cartridges available). 


$599 est. street price 
Iomega Corp. 

(800} 697-8833, (801) 778-1000 
Reader Service No. 6yi 


money for portability. There 
are plenty of lightning-fast 
lGB-or-better magnetic hard 
drives from the likes of Sea¬ 
gate and Quantum for half the 
price of the Jaz. 

However, if you need a 
cost-effective solution for 
moving around large amounts 
of data, the Jaz drive is ideal. 
It’s currently the only storage 
system that offers the speed of 
a hard drive, plus the conve¬ 
nience of portability. The 
only problem you’ll have is 
finding one of these on store 
shelves. JACK LYON 


AA Poor A Unacceptable 












Mpiiil HARDWARE: 

I1Ui f. Panda Project Archistrat 4s Server 


Systems That Defy the Future 


Deep-six your 
motherboard? 
Yeah, right. 

Don’t dismiss 
the idea out of hand. It’s exactly 
what The Panda Project has 
done with its spanking new 
Archistrat 4s Server. Not only 
is the machine entirely CPU- 
independent, but its 64-bit data 
bus can also be upgraded to 
128-bit—or 256-bit. 

The Archistrat is more than 
a new iteration on an old 
daughtercard design. The 
machine uses a passive back¬ 
plane technology designed 
around a novel high-density 
connector called Compass. 
With almost ten times as many 
contacts per square inch as tra¬ 
ditional circuit boards, Com¬ 
pass connectors don’t suffer the 
data input-output bottlenecks 
typical of daughtercard devices. 

Because both CPUs and 
buses can be upgraded on the 
Archistrat Server, you won’t 
have to throw the baby out 
with the bathwater every time 
a new generation of processors 
promises to make your server 
obsolete. As such, you can 
depreciate the cost of the 
machine over a longer period 
of time by upgrading just the 
necessary components. And 
this will keep the folks at the 
high end of your company’s 
food chain happy. 

Quick Change The Archi¬ 
strat 4s comes with a 166MHz 
Pentium processor and 512K 
L2 cache. It features 32MB of 
RAM (expandable to 256MB), 
and 4GB of hard disk space. 
Adaptec’s PCI SCSI-2 con¬ 
troller supports up to seven 
Fast-SCSI drives as well as 
three internal drives—a quad- 
speed CD-ROM drive and 
DAT backup drive are standard 
equipment. There are six PCI 
slots and four ISA slots. The 


SNEAK 

IPREVIEWI 



Universal Architecture: Looks set the Archistrat 
apart from ordinary servers, but that’s not all: Its CPU 
and bus are upgradable-even across platforms. Panda 
is also working on workstations with this design. 


total price tag: $12,400. 

This appears to be standard 
inventory for any high-end 
server. But leaving aside the 
ability to upgrade the Archis- 
trat’s configuration to DEC’s 
Alpha, a Pentium Pro, or, soon, 
a PowerPC, the machine 
shows splendid innovation in 
its physical architecture. For 
example, drives reside in a sep¬ 
arate chamber within the chas¬ 
sis and feature their own 
four-fan cooling system. The 
passive back plane, memory, 
and expansion cards use a sepa¬ 
rate two-fan cooling system. 
With a 400-watt power supply 
and six whirling fans, the 
Archistrat 4s whines like a 
Boeing 737. 

The Archistrat’s design is 
also unusual and futuristic: 


Press a button, and the front 
panel electrically slides down 
to reveal the external drives, 
which are stacked in a staircase 
for easy access. Even the 
Archistrat’s looks set it apart: 
The front of the tower has a 
sweeping concave curve. The 
machine comes in a rainbow of 
colors. It’s a downright hand¬ 
some piece of office furniture. 

Make It Personal The 
Panda Project knows that single 
users can make a good case for 
putting this technology on their 
desktops. Before the year’s 
end, the company plans to 
release a graphics workstation 
based on DEC’s Alpha CPU. 
Take that, Silicon Graphics. 
When asked whether business- 
people will ever see Archistrat 
technology in a single-user 


Guide to the Ratings: T^TS Excellent kkkk Good kkk Acceptable 


FILEBOX 


Archistrat 4s 
Server 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: A universal server 
that grows in power with your 
network. 

Pros: Fully upgradable—swap 
in DEC’S Alpha, a Pentium Pro, 
or a PowerPC processor, and 
upgrade the 64-bit data bus to 
128-bit or 256-bit in the future. 
Cons: An expensive hedge 
against server and desktop 
obsolescence. 

Features as Tested: 

166MHz Pentium; 512KL2 
cache; 32MB of RAM 
(expandable up to 256MB); PCI 
Fast SCSI-2 controller that 
supports up to seven Fast SCSI 
drives and three internal drives; 
4GB hard drive; quad-speed 
CD-ROM drive; PCI Ethernet 
adapter; DAT backup drive. 


$12,400 esl street price 
The Panda Project 
(800] 566-6987, (407) 994-2300 
Reader Service No. 672 


box, company officials smiled 
widely and demurred. It’s a 
safe bet, but no one is willing 
to venture a timetable. 

Could the PC price wars 
take the wind out of the com¬ 
pany’s sails? After all, buying 
a new CPU, video card, and 
logic chip costs almost as 
much as buying a faster PC 
outright. Certainly the server 
market stands to gain more 
from the technology than sin¬ 
gle users do—at the outset. 
But The Panda Project’s 
Compass connector is one of 
the most important PC inno¬ 
vations since the enhanced 
parallel port. It might be the 
one technology that finally 
halts the infuriating six-month 
cycle of obsolescence that hits 
US all. MARTY JEROME 


kk Poor k Unacceptable 
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- -L . 1,1 ""I 1 ""'"' USE ABC GRAPHICS SUITE WITH YOUR MICROSOFT OFFICE SO 

i *** ' YOU AND YOUR DOCUMENTS WILL BE MORE IMPRESSIVE THAN EVER. 

Designed for use in the "drag and drop" environment of Windows®95, ABC Graphics Suite is the perfect graphics 
extension to Microsoft Office 95. It arms you with market-proven, award-winning applications for diagramming, image 
editing, drawing, 3D text and graphics and media management of over 30,000 clipart images. You’ll get the new "6.0” 
versions of ABC Flowcharter? Picture Publisher? Micrografx Designer’ and the revolutionary ABC Media Manager’plus 
Instant 3D? For only $149,95? it's one of the most cost-effective ways to improve your business. 


Only $149.95* 




* 


Call 1-800-376-5122 for a free * 
30-day trial CD, for more information or 
to use our automated fax back system, 
http ://www. m icrografx. com 


Circle 376 on reader service card. 
















MQ U ff HARDWARE: 

nt#W ! Panasonic CF-41 Mark 111 vs. Zenith Z-Note GT 


CD Notebooks Get Better—But Bigger 



Visible Advantage: The Mark Ill's 12.1 -inch active- 
matrix display (right] is great for traveling presentations. 
Zenith’s more refined and less expensive Z-Note GT 
(left] comes standard with an 11,3-inch display. 

Swap It: Unlike 
Panasonic’s 
model, Zenith’s 
Z-Note has a 
removable 
double-speed 
CD-ROM drive 
that can be 
upgraded to a 
quad-speed. 



Pull out all the stops when 
upgrading a multimedia 
portable and the result is, well, 
big and heavy. But it’s also 
teeming with power and fea¬ 
tures that were unthinkable 
only 18 months ago. 

So it is with Panasonic’s 
CF-41 Mark III and Zenith 
Data Systems’ Z-Note GT. 
Both machines bring faster 
performance, bigger screens, 
and an array of new technolo¬ 
gies to their already highly 
capable presentation platforms. 
But schlepping one of these 
beasts around won’t exactly 
lighten your step—or mood. 

Gel It Right The first two 
iterations of Panasonic’s Mark 
III resolutely failed to impress 
us. Although it was one of the 
first notebooks to integrate a 
full-size CD-ROM drive, the 
implementation was kludgy: 
The drive was nonremovable 
and you had to pop up the 
keyboard to switch discs. Also, 
the machine was underpow¬ 
ered and oversized. 

With the Mark III, you get 
to choose your Pentium 
CPU—up to 120MHz aug¬ 
mented with a 256K L2 cache. 
No complaints there. On the 
high-end model, 16MB of 
RAM is standard, along with a 
1.35GB hard drive. So far, so 
good. The CD-ROM drive is a 
quad-speed model—although 
it’s still not removable. The 
active-matrix display has been 
bumped up to 12.1 inches, ren¬ 
dering resolutions of up to 800 
by 600 pixels. It’s gorgeous. 

In other words, Panasonic 
put together all the right pieces 
for a first-rate presentation 
platform. Besides the standard 
audio jacks, there are dual 
speakers. Their reproduction 
quality is surprisingly good, 
though we wish they could belt 
out a little more volume. An 


MPEG-2 module is optional, 
and an external clip-on micro¬ 
phone comes with the machine. 

But the Mark III still needs 
work in usability. There’s no 
wrist rest, which makes the 
center-mounted trackball dif¬ 
ficult to use. The floppy drive 
swaps out with a second 
nickel-metal hydride battery, 
but lithium-ion technology is 
long overdue. There’s no 
infrared port. An LED panel 
for system status is much pre¬ 
ferred over the Mark Ill’s 
LCD panel. The AC adapter is 
oversize and uses a three- 
prong plug. And the Mark Ill’s 
8.8 pounds—well, you get the 
picture. It lacks the refinement 
of other multimedia portables. 

Zenith took a slightly less 


ambitious yet more successful 
route with its Z-Note GT. 
Available with either a 75MHz 
or a 90MHz Pentium and 256K 
L2 cache, the Z-Note comes 
with 8MB of RAM and either 
an 810MB or a 1.36GB hard 
drive. The standard display is 
11.3 inches (with a 12.1-inch 
option)—either active-matrix 
or dual-scan passive matrix— 
and is capable of resolutions of 
up to 800 by 600. 

Shrewd Design The Z- 
Note’s removable CD-ROM 
drive is double-speed, although 
there’s a quad-speed option. It 
swaps out with a floppy drive, a 
second hard drive, or a second 
battery. Like the Mark III, the 
Z-Note offers an MPEG 
option—just the way we like it. 
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CF-41 Mark III 

☆☆☆ 

Verdict: Sublime performance, 
but the design is unrefined and 
oversized. 

Pros: Big 12.1-inch, high- 
resolution screen and fast 
120MHz Pentium processor. 
Cons: It's big and heavy at 8.8 
pounds—and pricey too. 


$6,800 est. street price 
Panasonic 
(800) 742-8086 
Reader Service No. 676 

Z-Note GT 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: Packed with bells and 
whistles—if you’re willing to 
shell out some extra change. 
Pros: The CD-ROM swaps out 
for a battery, floppy drive, or 
hard drive. 

Cons: The price is deceiving— 
you have to spend another 
$1,000 to trick it out. 


$4,800 est. street price 
Zenith Data Systems 
(800) 533-0331 
Reader Service No. 677 

The Z-Note gets high marks 
for usability. Dual stereo 
speakers sit on each side of an 
expansive wrist rest, but they 
sound terrible. Large, concave 
mouse buttons sit in the center, 
and there’s a pointing-stick 
device. The keyboard is well- 
designed with two Windows 
95 buttons on either side, 
although keyboard response 
could be better. 

There’s an LED system- 
status display, integrated 
microphone, and infrared port. 
You can also upgrade your 
own memory and lock down 
expansion bays with bona fide 
screws. What the Z-Note GT 
lacks in power, it makes up for 
in refinement and shrewd 
design. marty jerome 

Poor iV Unacceptable 
april 1996 

















Has lived in New York all his life. 

Never visited the Empire State Building. 








Mq.j.,1 HARDWARE: 

IHCW I Hewlett-Packard ScanJet 4p 


Quick and Easy Color Scanning 


Lgi You want daz- 
' zling color and 

speed in a flatbed 
| i HL¥ILH scanner, but you 
don’t want to drop $1,000 for 
ft, right? That doesn’t make 
you a tightwad. Just realistic. 
Hewlett-Packard’s ScanJet 4p 
fits the bill, giving you accu¬ 
rate color and text scanning for 
about $500. 

The 24-bit color (8-bit 
Grayscale) flatbed scanner offers 
300-dpi optical resolution 
(1200-dpi software enhanced). 
That’s not enough for graphics 
professionals, but it’s adequate 
for scanning images and text for 
newsletters, flyers, and reports, 
jrhe ScanJet does an outstand¬ 
ing job of preserving the color 
of scanned images. 

Office Workhorse The 
ScanJet 4p includes an array of 
software for putting your scan- 
work. Image scans are 
idled by HP’s PictureScan 
.0 utility, which lets you edit 
the images and place them 
directly into your word 
processor and other docu¬ 
ments. For more advanced 
image manipulation, HP 
Includes Corel’s PhotoPaint 
Select 5.0 for editing, cropping, 
and enhancing scanned images. 
It has all the standard tools to 
help you mark up an image or 
apply special effects, 
j You also get Visioneer’s 
PaperPort 3.0 software for 
tackling the mountains of 
paper on your desk. Scan paper 
pages in, and the software lets 
you organize and retrieve doc¬ 
uments, store them electroni¬ 
cally, or distribute them via fax 
e-mail. The result is highly 
Fective document manage- 
lent. The PaperPort software 
also comes with a free viewer 
so you can share documents 
with others even if they don’t 
have the PaperPort software 


handl 
2.0 ut 



Scan It and Save It: Hewlett-Packard’s much- 
awaited ScanJet 4p color scanner is a fast, accurate, 
and affordable way to bring high-quality images to 
newsletters, reports, and other documents. The 
ScanJet 4p also doubles as a copier and personal 
document scanner, thanks to the included software. 


Precision Color: Like 
other scanners in its 
price range, HP’s 
ScanJet 4p misses fine 
details in some 
images, but excels at 
keeping the true 
colors of originals 
while maintaining 
speedy performance. 


installed on their system. 

For converting scanned 
documents into editable text, 
the ScanJet 4p includes Caere’s 
OmniPage Lite OCR package, 
which integrates with the 
PaperPort software. In our 
tests, scans were very accurate, 
and the results were better than 
what you get with a dedicated 
document scanner such as 
Visioneer’s PaperPort Vx or 
Logitech’s ScanMan Power- 
Page. But because the ScanJet 
4p is a flatbed model, scan¬ 
ning documents is a slower 
process than with a sheet-fed 
document scanner. 

With the ScanJet’s copy 


utility, you don’t have to walk 
down the hall to the copier. 
Make multiple copies, set 
exposure, and reduce or 
enlarge originals—then send 
the results to your black-and- 
white or color printer. 

Speed Reader Scan 
speeds are surprisingly quick 
for a flatbed scanner. Single 
full-resolution scans average 
around 22 seconds. For sim¬ 
ple document scanning, how¬ 
ever, the ScanJet is much 
faster. There’s an optional 50- 
page automatic document 
feeder ($499) for batch scan¬ 
ning—key for document- 
management jobs. 


Guide to the Ratings: 


Excellent Good Acceptable 
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ScanJet 4p 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: Quality color scanning 
and great software for an 
outstanding price. 

Pros: The included software 
covers everything from 
document management to 
image editing. 

Cons: The ScanJet 4p scans 
photographs and other images 
nicely, but it doesn't always pick 
up fine details. 

Competition: Envision's 
$699 8800S and Canon’s $599 
IX-4025 offer comparable 
image quality, but the ScanJet 
4p has a superior software 
bundle and costs considerably 
less. The IX-4025 is more 
compact than the ScanJet. 
Features as Tested: 300- 
dpi optical resolution, SCSI card 
and cable, Corel's PhotoPaint 
Select 5.0, Caere’s OmniPage 
Lite, HP’s ScanJet copy utility, 

HP’s PictureScan 2.0, and 
Visioneer’s PaperPort 3.0 
software. 


$499 est. street price 
Hewlett-Packard 
(800) 722-8538, (415) 857-1501 
Reader Service No. 6y8 

The ScanJet also gets high 
marks for usability. Using 
Windows 95’s Add New 
Hardware Wizard, installation 
was painless and conflict-free, 
and the included SCSI card is 
clearly labeled for easy identifi¬ 
cation. While the ScanJet 4p 
isn’t as compact or lightweight 
as other scanners, such as 
Canon’s popular IX-4025, it 
fits onto most desktop work¬ 
spaces quite nicely. 

If you’re looking for fast, 
quality color scanning and doc¬ 
ument management that won’t 
break the bank, HP’s ScanJet 
4p is an excellent choice. 

LIESL LA GRANGE NOBLE 


Poor Unacceptable 













Was born and raised in Paris. 

Has never been to the top of the Eiffel Tower. 





Mm.,! HARDWARE: 

ncW! NEC MultiSync LCD300 

Flat Monitors in the Forecast 



Glimpse of the Future: NEC’s new 13-inch active- 
matrix MultiSync LCD300 is less than 7 inches deep, 
produces razor-sharp images at resolutions of up to 
1,280 by 1,024 pixels, and consumes less electricity 
than conventional monitors. So why don’t we all have 
one? It costs $5,999-without the PC. 


, The day we all 
own a trim, flat- 

BBBHS p anel monit ° r 

rnCV I Cli that hangs on the 
wall may not be so far off: 
NEC now offers two new 
high-resolution active-matrix 
LCD displays in its flagship 
MultiSync line of monitors. 
These displays are less than 7 
inches deep and take up a 
fraction of the space conven¬ 
tional CRT monitors do. And 
because they’re LCDs, 
they’re brighter and sharper 
than conventional monitors, 
produce no electromagnetic 
emissions, generate no eye- 
fatiguing flicker, and consume 
less than half the power of 
regular CRTs. The downside? 
You’ll pay $3,999 to $5,999 
for the privilege. 

The premiere MultiSync 
LCD300 has a full 13-inch dis¬ 
play area (as large as what 
you’ll find on many 15-inch 
CRTs) and supports resolu¬ 
tions from 640 by 480 pixels to 
the ultrafine 1,280 by 1,024. 
The MultiSync LCD200 has a 
smaller 12-inch active-display 
area and tops out at 1,024 by 
768 pixels. Unlike other flat- 
panel displays that require a 
separate graphics adapter tuned 
for an LCD panel, both panels 
work with any video card that 
supports these resolutions. 

Both monitors are graced 
with sleek, sub-8.5 pound mod¬ 
em designs. Discreet knobs on 
the bottom front-panel of the 
display adjust image size, posi¬ 
tion, and brightness. The 
detachable base on each also 
slides off so you can hang the 
display on the wall. 

Razor-Sharp A12- or 13- 
inch display might seem con¬ 
fining next to the spacious 17- 
or 21-inch CRT on your desk, 
but the active-matrix images on 
both are razor-sharp, and the 


colors are rich and vibrant. The 
tight .20mm dot pitch on the 
MultiSync LCD300, and 
.24mm on the MultiSync 
LCD200 (compared with the 
.26mm or higher dot pitches of 
most conventional monitors) 
let you discern hairline details 
and read tiny 4-point type 
onscreen. And unlike many 
passive-matrix screens on note¬ 
books, active-matrix panels 
have a wide viewing angle so 
you don’t have to be directly 
in front of them to see images 
or text onscreen. 

There are other advantages 
to LCD technology as well. 


Active-matrix LCDs function 
as one large integrated circuit 
with hundreds of thousands of 
separate transistors, each one 
always illuminated. This means 
LCDs not only produce 
brighter images, but also elimi¬ 
nate the eye-fatiguing flicker 
associated with CRTs. Bright¬ 
ness notwithstanding, LCDs 
still consume less power than 
traditional monitors do—less 
than half of what a 15-inch 
monitor dissipates. 

Sticker Shock These 
futuristic desktop displays 
don’t come cheap. The 12-inch 
MultiSync LCD200 sells for 
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MultiSync LCD300 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: Brings high- 
resolution, flat-panel displays to 
the desktop—for a price. 

Pros: LCD technology is 
brighter and crisper than that of 
traditional CRTs, doesn't emit 
potentially harmful emissions, 
and doesn’t produce eye- 
fatiguing flicker. 

Cons: Next to a 17-inch 
display, a 13-inch seems 
mighty small. 

Competition: None. NEC 
makes the only high-resolution 
LCD panels for the desktop. 
Features as Tested: The 

active-matrix MultiSync 
LCD300 supports resolutions of 
up to 1,280 by 1,024 pixels, and 
has a 13-inch viewing area and 
a .20mm dot pitch. The active- 
matrix MultiSync LCD200 
supports resolutions of up to 
1,024 by 768 pixels, and has a 
12-inch viewing area and a 
,24mm dot pitch. 


$5,999 est. street price for the 
MultiSync LCD300; $3,999 for the 
MultiSync LCD200 
NEC Technologies 
(800) 632-4636, (508) 264-8000 
Reader Service No. 679 


$3,999, while the 13-inch Mul¬ 
tiSync LCD300 will set you 
back a breathtaking $5,999. If 
that seems like an astonishing 
amount to spend on a monitor, 
consider that a comparable dis¬ 
play would have cost $14,000 
only a few months ago. 

Even at these drastically 
reduced prices, however, flat- 
panel technology isn’t likely to 
find a home on most desktops 
in the near term. But the dra¬ 
matic advances in desktop 
LCD technology certainly 
make one thing clear: In the 
long run, the future of moni¬ 
tors is flat. WENDY TAYLOR 


Poor Unacceptable 
april 1 996 














An avid Windows® 95 user. 

But has never clicked on MSNT 


msn. 


mm 

Click and get one free month with unlimited hours. 


The Microsoft Networks icon has been sitting on your desktop 
for some time now. Isn’t it about time you gave our online 
service a try? MSN is the best way to access and use the 
Internet. And your first month of unlimited usage is absolutely 
free. All you have to do is point. And click. 
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MqiaiI HARDWARE: 

■HCW I Kodak Digital Science DC50 Zoom Camera 

Snapshots to Your Hard Drive 



Is film dead? Not yet, but even 
the film giant Kodak isn’t 
hedging its bets. Kodak’s 
newest point-and-shoot DC50 
zoom camera lets you store 
images on removable credit- 
card-size memory cards. Once 
the images are stored, you can 
download them to your hard 
drive for editing and printing. 

Like Kodak’s original DC40 
digital camera, the DC50 saves 
its 24-bit color images at a reso¬ 
lution of 756 by 504 pixels. The 
camera includes 1MB of inter¬ 
nal flash memory that holds 
between 7 and 22 images, 
depending on the level of com¬ 
pression you choose. 

But the real news is the 
DC50’s ability to store images 
on removable flash-memory 
cards. You can purchase 5MB 
re-recordable cards for $200 to 


$300 that hold up to 90 images. 
Other digital cameras rely only 
on their internal storage space 
and hold just a few dozen 
images. To “develop” photos, 
just pop the memory card out of 


the camera and feed it into any 
standard PC Card slot. You can 
also download the images to a 
PC over a serial cable. 

While the DC50 produces 
better-than-average images for 


DC50 Zoom Camera 

Verdict: The quickest way to 
point and shoot. 

Pros: The camera's removable 
cards store up to 90 images. 
Cons: It still can't beat the 
speed or quality of a Polaroid. 
Features as Tested: 756 by 
504 resolution, 1MB internal 
memory, 5MB memory card. 


$979 est. street price 
Eastman Kodak 
(800] 235-6325 
Reader Service No. 61 


a digital camera, it won’t 
replace standard film cameras 
any time soon. But for quick- 
and-dirty digital snapshots, the 
DC50 zoom camera will make 
you smile. JULIE McCULLOUGH 


Umax Maxmedia CD-IS601 vs. Toshiba XM-3701 


Six-Speed Drives Cut the CD Wait 



Spinning a Six-Speed: Toshiba’s 
XM-3701 delivers superfast 
6.7-speed CD-ROM performance. 


Is your CD-ROM drive slow¬ 
ing you down? If so, two new 
CD-ROM drives can cut your 
waiting time: Umax Tech¬ 
nologies’ six-speed Maxmedia 
CD-IS601 internal drive, and 
Toshiba’s XM-3701 external 
6.7-speed SCSI drive. 

Which one should you get? 
If you crave top performance 
and handle large graphics files 
or databases, Toshiba’s $415 
(list) XM-3701 will deliver 
noticeable improvements. In 
our tests, it proved to be a true 
6.7-speed drive with through¬ 
put of 1,020Kbps and a 
respectable 143ms access time, 
compared with the average 
quad-speed’s throughput of 
600Kbps and 180ms access 
time. The sleek design has a 
traylike mechanism (instead of 


an awkward caddy) for loading 
discs, and you can even unplug 
the drive from your PC and use 
it as a portable audio CD player. 

If you want a fast CD-ROM 
drive for peanuts, you won’t 
find a better deal than Umax’s 
Maxmedia CD-IS601, which 
offers excellent six-speed per¬ 
formance for just $269—about 


half the price of com¬ 
peting six-speed drives 
on the market. Also, 
Umax has taken audio 
CD controls one step 
further by adding 
four control buttons 
(play, eject, next, and 
previous), which are 
accessible from the 
front of the unit. 

New, inexpensive, 
quad-speed juke¬ 
boxes like NEC’s MultiSpin 
4x4 CD-ROM Changer ($279) 
might cause you to think twice 
about buying a single-disc six- 
speed drive. If you want a fast 
drive, however, both the Max- 
media CD-IS601 and Toshiba 
XM-3701 provide enough 
power for most multimedia 
needs. JAMES OLIVER CURY 


FILEBOX 


Maxmedia 

CD-IS601 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: The best value you 
can get for an internal 
six-speed CD-ROM drive. 


$269 est. street price 
Umax Technologies 
(800] 562-0311 
(510]651-4000 
Reader Service No. 681 

Toshiba XM-3701 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: Superfast 6.7-speed 
external CD-ROM drive—and 
it doubles as a portable audio 
player. 

$415 list price 
Toshiba America 
(714] 457-0777 
Reader Service No. 682 
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From the world leader in Windows" graphics software 


CD-ROM FORMAT 
REQUIRES WINDOWS' 95 


The 32-Bit Wizard-Driven Total Graphics Solution! 


oc • GRAPHICS * 3D GRAPHICS * STATIONERY 

s « PRESENTATIONS » CHARTS AND DIAGRAMS * CALENDARS 

» PAINTING * SPACE PLANNING « HOME PAGE CREATION 

!=• PHOTO TOUCH-UPS * FAMILY TREES * GREETING CARDS 

■ad. muck ime! 

• Over 25.000 • 500 TRIIFTYPF * 1,000 PHOTOS » 40.000 COREL STOCK 

Cl IPART IMAGES nnH TYPE l FONTS PHOTO CATAIOG 

ond SYMBOLS yjffL TNI IMRNAIIS 


Designed with your communication needs in 
mind and loaded with value, Corel Graphics 
Pack for Windows" 95 delivers incredible 
power and ease of use in one 
■Hj feature-rich package. With a 
■ Wizard-based interfac< 


:e and more 
than 50 task-oriented options, 
Corel Graphics Pack is the perfect 
all-in-one graphics solution for 
any home office or business. 


Includes: 

• Corel Print House™ 

• CorelFLOW™ 3 

• Corel PHOTO-PAINT™6 
9 Corel MOTION 3D 6 

9 Corel PRESENTS™6 
9 Corel MULTIMEDIA MANAGER ™ 

• CorelDEPTH 

• Corel CAPTURE™ 

9 Internet Utilities 

9 Corel ® Photo CD Browser 

Receive a free 1 Corel * Professional Photos on CD-ROM 
title with the purchase of Corel* Graphics Pack. 


SEPTEMBER 


We ship FedEx standard overnight shipping 


1-800-825-0983 

Call 24-hours a day 

Or order via Internet! 

INF0@INSIGHTD.C0M 









■klntj.fl HARDWARE: 

IHCW! Diamond Edge 3D 

Welcome to the Third Level 



Another Dimension: Diamond’s Edge 3D board 
adds 3-D graphics, video acceleration, audio, and 
wavetable MIDI synthesis to games. 


If you crave 3-D graphics so 
realistic that you can touch 
your monitor and almost feel 
the textures onscreen, Dia¬ 
mond’s Edge 3D graphics 
board will take you there. It’s 
the first graphics accelerator to 
add wavetable audio, full- 
motion video acceleration, and 
digital game ports. 

Based on nVidia’s 3-D chip 
set, the Edge 3D is Plug and 
Play and Windows 95-ready. 
In fact, it ships with only Win¬ 
dows 95 drivers. The Edge 3D 
accelerates digital video and 
MPEG, and can also serve as 
your main sound card. Installa¬ 
tion was straightforward, and 
performance was excellent at 
800 by 600 pixels with 65,530 
colors—and even better at 1,024 
by 768 pixels with 256 colors. 

Many people will want Edge 


3D just to play the 3-D games it 
comes with: Sega’s Virtual- 
Fighter Remix and Papyrus’s 
NASCAR Racing. Edge 3D 
includes ports for Sega’s Saturn 
game-controller pads and joy¬ 
sticks. As expected, the board 


ran the games smoothly, 
though it did slow down some¬ 
what when we turned on all the 
rendering features. 

Edge 3D delivers the goods 
starting at $269, depending on 
the configuration. For fast 


FILEBOX 


Edge 3D 

irfafck 

Verdict: 3-D and video 
acceleration for gamers. 
Pros: Onboard video 
acceleration and 16-bit sound. 
Cons: There are faster 
Windows accelerators. 
System Requirements: 
Windows 95,486 CPU, PCI bus. 


$269 (base] est. street price 
Diamond Multimedia 
(800] 468-5846, (408] 325-7000 
Reader Service No. 683 


Windows 95 performance and 
3-D business graphics, how¬ 
ever, you’ll be better served by 
accelerators such as Matrox’s 
MGA Millennium and forth¬ 
coming boards from Number 
Nine. DAVE SALVATOR 


Diamond 8000 vs. Turtle Beach Kit 


New Life for Multimedia Upgrade Kits 



Crazy Eights: Eight-speed kits from 
Diamond Cleft] and Turtle Beach are 
slower than some six-speed drives. 


Just when you think multi- 
media upgrade kits went the 
way of 5-inch floppy drives. 
Diamond Multimedia and 
Turtle Beach release two 
unusual bundles: Diamond’s 
Multimedia Ultra Kit 8000 and 
Turtle Beach’s 8x Multimedia 
Upgrade Kit. Unless you have 
a mute, multimedialess system, 
you probably don’t need an 
entire kit. But the big-ticket 
items in these packages might 
raise some eyebrows: Both 
offer an eight-speed CD-ROM 
drive, as well as a sound-card, 
speakers, and CD-ROM titles. 

Despite their eight-speed 
billings, the drives didn’t fare 
as well in our performance tests 
as did some six-speed drives. 
For simple data throughput, 
the drives delivered eight-speed 


performance, churning out 
1.17MB per second. But both 
drives draw heavily on the sys¬ 
tem CPU, and their access 
times were slow—often slower 
than those of six-speed drives. 

While these eight-speed 
drives are outstanding for 
copying and running data from 
a CD-ROM, they’re sluggish at 


finding and accessing 
files, which makes 
working with CD- 
based databases a pain. 
And they require so 
much CPU power, 
you can’t multitask 
very well. 

Regardless, Dia¬ 
mond’s Multimedia 
Ultra Kit 8000 is the 
better value of the two, 
offering a 16-bit audio 
card with wavetable sound 
(which the Turtle Beach bun¬ 
dle lacks) and a nice pair of 
Yamaha speakers. 

If you’re just looking for a 
fast and solid CD-ROM drive, 
however, both these upgrade 
kits are overkill. A basic six- 
speed CD-ROM drive is a 
much better deal, jack LYON 
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Diamond 8000 

☆☆☆ 

Verdict: Not a bad bundle if 
you need all the pieces, but the 
eight-speed CD-ROM is slower 
than many six-speed drives. 


$599 list price 
Diamond Multimedia 
(800] 468-5846, (408] 325-7000 
Reader Service No. 684 

Turtle Beach Kit 

Verdict: Less expensive than 
Diamond’s bundle, but it has 
an inferior sound card and 
speakers. 


$499 est. street price 
Turtle Beach Systems 
(800] 884-0190 
(510] 624-6200 
Reader Service No. 68$ 
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Rise and shine sleepy heads! 


It’s time to drag your 
sorry tails out of the sack and boot up your PCs. You’re locked 
into PCQA’s “PC Talk with Kate and Jack." Your only source 
for the latest computer industry news. 

| Jack:| That’s right! We’re ready to dive headfirst into some 
heavy-duty PC talk. But first I want to let all you computer 
gurus out there in on our little secret. 

IKate; Jack! You blabbermouth — I thought we were going 
to keep a lid on it until the news! Bob, you’re the controller. 
Keep your ears peeled for loose lips today! 

Bob: Sure thing, Kate! 

Sorry Kate — you know I can’t keep a secret. Here’s 
the scoop — we’re fired up this 
morning because we’re starting a 
new product review segment. 

We’ll kick it off at approximately 
10 a.m. when Chuck the delivery 
guy arrives with the black-and- 
white cow-spotted boxes, 

IKate: OK, the cat’s out of the 
bag! We’re ready to talk speed! 

Meg from Maine, you’re on! 


Meg: Hey, Gateway 2000 created 
a real screamer when they took the 
fastest Pentium® processor on the 
market — the Intel 166MHz Pentium 


[ Jack| Where’d you get these 
mean machines, Meg? 

Meg: Gateway 2000. Only 
$2,899 a crack. 


:_i 


I How can Gateway offer 
such a powerful system at that 
low price? 

Meg: It’s simple, Jack. 

Gateway knows how to cost 
effectively configure their 
systems for optimal perfor¬ 
mance. The combination of 

16MB EDO performance DRAM and 256K 
pipelined burst cache in the Gateway P5-166 
Professional system produces blazing speed 
that processes data by the truckload. 

tJa€ktl Why does this particular combina¬ 
tion of memory and cache pack such a punch? 

Meg: Pipelined burst cache and EDO 
DRAM speed up data delivery to the PC’s 
processor. This reduces the bottleneck 
created when high-speed processors try to 
access data from slower conventional memory. 


The P5-166 Professional system features 16MB 
EDO DRAM, 256K pipelined burst cache, 2GB 
hard drive, 6X CD-ROM drive and Microsoft® 


1 JacHl Amazing. And don’t most Gateway PCs 
come with 16MB EDO performance DRAM? 


processor - and put it in their P5-166 0ffice 95 ’ Professional Edi,ion ,or only $2 ' 899 ' 

Professional system. 


Meg: Absolutely. They know running 32-bit 
software apps like those in MS Office 95 with 8MB 
DRAM would be like driving a Ferrari with the parking break on. 



Im You’ve got that right. 
Gateway has a reputation for 
ultra-speedy PCs. In fact, the 
February 1996 Windows 
Sources cover tagged 
a Gateway 2000 
166MHz Pentium 
processor-based system 
as “the fastest Win 95 
PC ever.” 

Meg: I believe it! We have a 
whole fleet of Gateway P5-166 
Professional systems at my 

accounting firm. 


pentium 


Our clientele has 

doubled in less than two months because 
we’re cranking through spreadsheets and 
crunching numbers like crazy. In a nutshell, 
productivity has skyrocketed, and that 
means my business is more profitable. 


1 Kate: Pop the clutch, Meg! Sydney from Seattle, you’re on! 

Sydney: What's all this hubbub about needing 16MB of 
memory? I thought 8MB was plenty. 

[ Kate: Get with the program, Sydney! With 16MB of 
memory instead of 8MB you get a 25- to 30-percent 
performance increase. A1 from Atlanta, you’re on! 

Al: Hey guys! Not only does Gateway 2000 build extra- 
fast PCs — they custom-build each system to your exact 
specifications. 

IKate: Excellent point, Al. Gateway knows that cookie- 
cutter PCs don’t meet the unique computing needs of 
their customers. 
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mm Whatever. Go saddle up your horse or something. Next, 
Cole from Chicago you’re on! 

Cole: What was up with that yahoo?! Doesn’t he know that 
Gateway is one ot the few PC companies that provides true 
“personal 
computers. ” 

Each system is 
built to order at 
no extra cost—in 
fact you have over 
15 million 
configuration 
options! 



1 Kate: Boy, everyone’s on a Gateway kick this morning. We 
must be sending out Gateway vibes! 

1 Jack: C’mon Kate — our listeners are smart, and they’re up 
to speed on the PC industry. We have another caller. Lenny 
from Los Angeles, you’re on the air! 

Lenny: Yeah, I’m looking for a computer for my family. 

I need Microsoft ® Word to write about my travels through 
the Amazon. And my kids want a PC to play games and 
help them with their homework. 

1 Kate: There are a lot of excellent home PCs out there. 

I’d recommend the souped-up version of the 166MHz Intel 
Pentium® processor-based system we talked about earlier. 

You need a PC loaded with all the goodies you can find, 
including a 6X CD-ROM drive for ultimate multimedia 
performance. Don’t even think about a 4X IDE CD-ROM 
drive in a desktop PC. And you need a large selection of 
all the latest software versions. 

Lenny: / just read about a computer like that in PC 
Magazine. They named the Gateway P5-166XL multime¬ 
dia system Editor’s Choice in their February 20,1996, 
issue. I thought maybe it was just a lot of hype—but if 
you guys say that’s what I need, I’m a believer! I have to 
call Gateway right now! 

1 Kate: Smart choice. Whoa! The lines are lighting up. 

Let’s see what Tex from Austin has to say. 

Tex: Yeah, what’s all this Gateway talk? Sounds to 
me like you’re biased—big time! 

m Biased? Get off that jive, Tex. Ever heard of 
the First Amendment? We’re just providing a forum 
so our listeners can make a knowledgeable decision 
when they purchase a computer. 

Tex: Well... I’m just playing devil’s advocate l 


1 Jack: That’s a boatload of options! Thanks for the math lesson! 

I Kate: We have a caller from America’s heartland. Hal from 
Holstein, Iowa, you’re on the air! 

Hal: Mega power, Kate! I’ve been calling your show for years. I ' 
can't believe I actually got through. 

1 Kate: Thanks Hal, what’s on your mind? 

Hal : / just bought my first Family PC™ multimedia system from 
Gateway I was intimidated at first, but my sates rep, J. I, was very 
helpful. He helped me custom configure a P5-120 Family PC 
multimedia system, and he even took the time to tell me about 
MPEG data compression technology. 

[Kate: How about telling us what you know about MPEG? 

Hal: Sure — MPEG stands for Moving Picture Experts Group, 
and it gives me awesome full-screen, full-motion video J. T. 
explained how the 2MB DRAM graphics accelerator combined 
with video scaler, produces extra smooth video playback for MPEG 
multimedia applications. And with 2MB DRAM instead of 1MB, I 
I get a whopping 16.1 million colors and a performance boost. 

1 Kate: Today’s technology is way cooler than I ever dreamed I 
| it could be. Happy computing in Holstein! Hey. that reminds me I 
I — where’s the delivery guy? 

I No sign yet. Dick from Detroit. I 
u’re on! 

Dick: What are you - a Gateway I 
pep squad? I’ve heard it takes 
forever to get through to their tech I 
support. 





















/Jack: OK Dick — let’s set the record straight. Gateway had a 
F few growing pains awhile back, but last year they beefed up their 
service with Gateway Gold™ service and support. It features 24- 
hour-p-day toll-free technical support, seven days a week; free 


Phil: When I decided to go with the Intel Pentium Pro, I 
couldn’t afford not to get the Gateway G6-200. It’s specially 
configured for ultra-high performance. The G6-200 flies through 
intense applications, and with the Matrox® 4MB WRAM graphics 



software technical support for all Gateway-provided operating accelerator, I get fantastic graphics performance and 3-D hardware 

systems and application software, plus much more. Support with more colors. 


Dick: You win. I’ll give them a call. 

1 Jack: | We're so good! Dee from Denver, you're on! 

Dee: I'm just getting into this computer stuff. 

I want a PC so I can get on the Net 
and the Web. Any 
recommendations? 



I An ideal 
Internet computer 
for beginners is a 
Gateway P5-100 Family 
PC system with 8MB 
EDO Performance DRAM, a large hard The P5-166XL mulitimedia PC features 16MB EDO 
drive, sound capabilities, a 6X CD- DRAM. hard drive, 16-bit sound card, speakers 
ROM drive and a 28.8 fax/modem. 


w/ subwoofer & 28.8 fax/modem for only $3,799. 


1 Kate: And remember the Gateway 
G6-150 is now only $3,199! Marge 
from Minneapolis is up next, and she's 
ready to talk MS Windows NT.'” 

Marge: / haven’t heard a iot on 
your show about Windows NT. It’s the 
only way to go for business apps. 

Kate: How’s that, Marge? 

Marge: We use Windows NT3.51 at 
my engineering firm, because it’s a 
powerful 32-bit operating system that 
efficiently processes our data-intensive 
applications like those in MS Office 95, 
Professional Edition. 


Dee: Do I really need a 28.8 fax/modem? 


I K a te: Where do you get this ultra-efficient operating system? 


’ 1 Jack: Absolutely. You don’t want to use yesterday's technology 
to cruise today's graphic-intensive Internet content. 


Dee: OK. you've convinced me, but I’m still a little nervous. 

I Jack:. Relax. When you buy a Gateway multimedia PC you 
get a TelePath® 28.8 fax/modem along with the Gateway Info 
Highway CD. It has an easy-to-use tutorial of included trial 
memberships to CompuServe,® Prodigy,® America Online® and 
Reuters Money Network, plus you get Global Network Navigator 
for Internet browsing. It’s everything you need and more. Don’t 
forget to check out Gateway’s Web site at http://www.gw2k.com! 
Phil from Fresno, you’re on! 


Phil: Man, that Intel Pentium Pro processor pumps out the raw 
power I need for my graphics and design 
S7 | applications. Now my work is done by mid- 
afternoon, and I have time to hit the links. 

VJl'lV [Jack Now you’re talkin'! Tell us more! 

Pentium 


Marge: We get all our PCs from Gateway 2000. They preload 
Windows NT Workstation on our systems and configure the needed 
drivers for compatibility with Gateway hardware and software. 

[Kate: Aren’t all Gateway PCs loaded with MS Windows® 95? 

Marge: Not anymore. Customers have a choice of Windows NT 
or Windows 95 on their G6 systems, and Windows NT is available 
as an upgrade for only $99 on all Pentium processor-based PCs. 

[ Kate* Thanks for the Windows NT lesson. Marge! And don't 
forget Windows for Workgroups 3.11 is also available on Gateway 
Pentium processer-based desktop and portable systems. This is 
some prize stuff, Jack! Our listeners are educating the masses on 
how to find the very best values on leading computer technology. 
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/Jack: I’m really pumped about this review segment. Bob, th< 
I controller, is even excited — he’s keeping a sharp eye out for th 
I delivery truck as we speak. 



Bob: Jack! Kate! Cow-spotted box alert! Delivery truck at 
2 o’clock and closing! 

I Kate: All right! Jack’s headed for 
the door to greet Chuck. 

Hack: Chuck! Buddy! How’s 
my favorite delivery guy? Let me 
get my hands on those boxes. 

Whoa! That one is gigantic! 

Chuck: You’ve got that right! 

I Jack: Thanks, Chuck! See ya 
tomorrow! 


[Kate: Let’s open the big box. 

[Jack: Hey! It’s a huge charcoal-colored monitor and a wirelt 
I keyboard and remote! Did they give us info on this stuff, Kate? 

I Kate: No, this is a real mystery. The only clue is this 
I Gateway 2000® Destination"' logo on the front of the moniti 

I Jack: According to this yardstick the monitor has a viewable 
I area of 31 inches! Now my 21-inch monitor looks like a postca 

1 Kate: Well, it could be something for presentations or a new 
[ tool for video conferencing. Or maybe it’s a computing device 
that could replace the television. 

[Jack! You just might be onto something, Kate.. 

■ I Kate: Gateway keeps rolling these new products off the line, 
l don’t they? It makes me wonder what else they have brewing u 
I there in South Dakota. I have a feeling it’s something spectacu 

[Jack | You know I have the same feeling, Kate. What’s that, 

1 Bob? Ted Waitt, Chairman and CEO of Gateway 2000, is on Hi 
three? Ted, you’re on the air! 


| Ted: Hey, how are you guys doin’? 
j Kate: We’re great. Say what’s up with this Destination stuff! 


Ted: There’s some really cool stuff happening in the PC indust 
right now, Kate. The convergence of the PC, TV and consumer 
electronics is just around the corner, and all I can tell you is tl 
these products play a big part in all of it. 

I Jack: What’s your destination in all this, 
Ted? Are you saying there’s a new PC in 
Gateway’s future? 



■ 10.4" SVGA Color Display 

■ 75MHz Intel® Pentium® Processor 

■ 8MB RAM (expandable to 40MB) 

■ 256K L2 Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 540MB Hard Drive 

■ Modular 4X CD-ROM Drive 

■ Modular 3.5" Floppy Drive 

■ Integrated 16-Bit Sound with 
Stereo Speakers 

■ 1MB Video RAM 


S5-90XL 


■ 10.4" SVGA Color Display 

■ 90MHz Intel Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB RAM (expandable to 40MB) 

■ 256K L2 Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 810MB Hard Drive 

1 Modular 4X CD-ROM Drive 

■ Modular 3.5” Floppy Drive 

■ Integrated 16-Bit Sound with 
Stereo Speakers 

■ 1MB Video RAM 


■ Lithium Ion Battery & AC Pack ■ Lithium Ion Battery & AC Pack 

■ EZ Pad™ Pointing Device ■ EZ Pad Pointing Device 

■ 86-Key MS Windows 95 Keyboard ■ 86-Key MS Windows 95 Keyboard 

■ Parallel, Serial, Infrared, VGA & ■ Parallel, Serial, Infrared, VGA & 

PS/2® Ports PS/2 Ports 

■ Built-In Mic, Headphone and ■ Built-In Mic, Headphone and 

Line-In Jacks and External Line-In Jacks and External 

Volume Control Dial Volume Control Dial 

■ 11.8" x 8.8" x 2.0" ■ 11.8" x 8.8" x 2.0" 

■ Microsoft® Windows® 95* ■ Microsoft Windows 95* 

■ MS Works 95 ■ MS Office 95, Professional 

Edition* 

■ Carrying Case 

$3799 


■ Carrying C; 

$2999 


S5-120XL 


■ 10.4" SVGA Color Display 

■ 120MHz Intel Pentium Processor 

■ 40MB RAM 

■ 256K L2 Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 1.2GB Hard Drive 

■ Modular 4X CD-ROM Drive 

■ Modular 3.5" Floppy Drive 

■ Integrated 16-Bit Sound with 
Stereo Speakers 

■ 1MB Video RAM 

■ Lithium Ion Battery & AC Pack 

■ 28.8 PCMCIA Fax/Modem 

■ EZ Pad Pointing Device 

■ 86-Key MS Windows 95 Keyboard 

■ Parallel, Serial, Infrared, VGA & 
PS/2 Ports 

■ Built-In Mic, Headphone and 
Line-In Jacks and External 
Volume Control Dial 

■ 11.8" x 8.8" x 2.0" 

■ Microsoft Windows 95* 

■ MS Office 95, Professional 
Edition 1 

■ Carrying Case 

$5299 


PERIPHERAL OPTIONS 


■ PCMCIA 28.8 Fax/Modem $299 

■ PCMCIA 14.4 XJACK® Send/ 
Receive Fax/Modem $150 

■ Solo Docking Bar $150 

■ Call for additional memory 
and hard drive options. 


SERVICE & WARRANTY 


■ 3-Year Limited Warranty $100 
(For a free copy, call or write.) 

■ VIP Warranty $100 

■ Portable-specific toll-free 
service and support 

■ One-year limited warranty standard. 
(For a free copy, call or write.) 



NO PAYMENTS 

Ask About Our "90 Days 
No Payment" Program! 


* MS-DOS * 6.22 and MS Windows for Workgroups 3.11 available upon request. 

f MS Office 95. Professional Edition includes Word, Excel, PowerPoint® presentation graphics 

program, Schedule+. MS Access database and Bookshelf 95. 
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Matt: OK, I’m almost sold, but I have some pretty unique 
computing needs. Can I get this multimedia portable PC 
custom configured to my specifications? 


1 Kate: You bet! Gateway custom-builds all their PCs, so 
you get the configuration for your individual requirements. 


Matt: I’ll give Gateway a call right now! 

1 Kate: We have another caller — Nancy from New York 


wants to tell us about her Gateway Solo multimedia PC. 


Nancy: / just love my Gateway Solo S5-120XL portable 

PC! I’m in sales for a Fortune 500 company, and I need both 
power and portability. I process tons of numbers and create 
complex spreadsheets with my Gateway Solo portable PC. 
Then I use MS PowerPoint® to plug this info into impressive 


I What kind of configuration do you have? 


Nancy: My Gateway Solo portable PC is loaded with an 
Intel 120MHz Pentiunf processor, 40MB PAM, a 1.2GB hard 
drive, 28.8 PCMCIA fax/modem, modular 4X CD-BOM drive, 
MS Office 95, Professional Edition and a 10.4-inch active 
matrix SVGA color display for only $5,299. It’s a lot of PC 
for the money. 


1 1 bet it’s great to have full multimedia capabilities. 


Nancy: You’ve got that right. The stereo sound adds a 
professional touch to my presentations, and when I do get a 
chance to relax I can pop in my favorite CD. 


1 Kate: Is this your primary PC? 


Nancy: It sure is. The 
Gateway Solo PC has the 
power and performance of 
a desktop PC along with 
multimedia capabilities. 


[Kate: All this talk is 
making me crazy to play 
with our new products. 

Let’s take a station break. 

While we boot up our portable 
wonder and wire this Gateway 
Destination monitor to our desktop 
computer, you can call Gateway 2000 and 
order your own personal computer. Back in 30. 
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P5-133 FAMILY PC 


ntel 133MHz Pentium Processor 
16MB EDO Performance DRAM 
1.62GB 9ms EIDE Hard Drive 
’MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator with MPEG Video Scaler 
« EIDE CD-ROM Drive 
6-Bit Gateway Sound Card 
Altec Lansing ACS-40 Speakers 
vith ACS-250 Subwoofer 
FelePath 28.8 Fax/Modem with TAD* 
jateway Information Highway CD 
1.5” Diskette Drive 
3rystalScanl7 ,28dp Color Monitor 
15.7" viewable) 

'-Bay Desktop Case 

04 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

4S Windows 95 

R Generations II Software Collection 
jateway Gold Service & Support 


(>2899 


bmplete voice messaging capabilities. 


■ Intel 166MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB EDO Performance DRAM 

■ SDK Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2GB EIDE 10ms Hard Drive 

■ Matrox® 2MB WRAM Graphics 
Accelerator w/ MPEG Video Scaler 

■ 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ 16-Bit Ensoniq® Wavetable Sound Csj 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-400 Speakers 
with ACS-250 Subwoofer 

■ TelePath 28.8 Fax/Modem with TAM 

■ Gateway Information Highway CD I 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ Vivitron 17 ,26dp Color Monitor I 
(15.9” viewable) 

■ 12-Bay Tower Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 I 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition**! 

■ A Generations II Software Collectiol 
with Gaming Pad 

I Gateway Gold Premium Service & Si| 


$3799 


Intel 133MHz Pentium Processor 
16MB EDO Performance DRAM 
256K Pipelined Burst Cache 
1,2GB 9ms EIDE Hard Drive 
2MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator 

6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 
3.5" Diskette Drive 
Vivitronl5 ,26dp Color Monitor 
(13.9" viewable) 

7-Bay Mini Tower Case 
104* Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 
MS Windows 95 

MS Office 95, Professional Edition** 
Gateway Gold Service & Support 


$2399 


■ Intel 166MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB EDO Performance DRAM 

■ 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2GB 10ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 2MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator 

■ 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ Vivitronl5 26dp Color Monitor 
(13.9" viewable) 

■ 7-Bay Mini Tower Case 

■ 104* Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 1 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition^ 

■ Gateway Gold Service & Support 


$2899 



IS Office 95, Professional Edition 
ides Word, Excel, PowerPoint® 
entation graphics program, Schedule +, 
’.ss database and Bookshelf® '95. 


way 2000 

ufacturing, North /wy ~ „-vy. 

City, South Dakota, ("I 
D 9002 certified. \ \900^ 


SOFTWARE COLLECTIO 

■ Microsoft Encarta® 96 ■ MS 
Cinemania® ’96 ■ MS Julia Child: Hon 
Cooking with Master Chefs ■ MS Bob, 
For Gateway 2000 ■ MS Works 95 
Publisher 95 ■ MS Money 4.0 ■ MS ( 
2.0 ■ MS Music Central™ 96 ■ MS CD 
Sampler ■ MS Entertainment Packs 14 
(31 fun games!) ■ Ca$h Graf Home Ofl 
Plus™ ■ Mayo Clinic® Family Health B 

■ Mediamatics Arcade™ MPEG Player 
The Masters®: Interactive Journey Thro 
Its 60-Year History, for MPEG 


Designed for 
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Windows 95 


• TDD 800-846-1778 • Fax 605-232-2023 ■ FaxBack 800-846-4526 • IntemationJ 

• Sales Hours: 7am-10pm Weekdays, 9am-4pm Saturdays (CST) 

e got a friend in the business" slogan are registered trademarks, and Destination. EZ Pad. Family PC. Gate* 





















{Jack: I'm really pumped about this review segment. Bob, the 
I controller, is even excited — he’s keeping a sharp eye out for the 
I delivery truck as we speak. 


Bob: Jack! Kate! Cow-spotted box alert! Delivery truck at 
2 o’clock and closing! 


[Kate: All right! Jack’s headed for 
the door to greet Chuck. 


Hack: Chuck! Buddy! How’s 
I my favorite delivery guy? Let me 
I get my hands on those boxes. 

I Whoa! That one is gigantic! 

Chuck: You’ve got that right! 

I Jack: Thanks, Chuck! Seeya 
[ tomorrow! 


I Kate: Let’s open the big box. 


Ted: We’re always coming up with new stuff, Jack. Let’s just say 
there’s a revolution on the horizon, and you can bet that Gateway 
will lead the way. Well, it’s been great, but I gotta get back to work. 
Great show! 


1 Kate: Wow! I can’t believe Ted called us! Well that’s enough 
hoopla for now. I bet the Gateway team put some¬ 
thing awesome in our small box, too. Let’s open it! 

j Kate: It's a performance-packed Gateway 
Solo™ S5-75XL multimedia portable PC. Hey, 
get a load of this invoice — it’s only $2,999! 

[Jack; Unbelievable! That’s an incredible price 
for a full-featured multimedia portable PC. Value 
like that is hard to come by in today’s PC market, 
especially on a hot product like this. It’s no 
wonder the December 28,1995, Chicago Sun 
Times said, “The Gateway Solo is the best multimedia notebook 
on the market.” 


I Jack: Hey! It’s a huge charcoal-colored monitor and a wireless 
I keyboard and remote! Did they give us info on this stuff, Kate? 

t Kate: No, this is a real mystery. The only clue is this 
[ Gateway 2000® Destination™ logo on the front of the monitor. 

1 Jack! According to this yardstick the monitor has a viewable 
area of 31 inches! Now my 21-inch monitor looks like a postcard. 

I Kate: Well, it could be something for presentations or a new 
tool for video conferencing. Or maybe it’s a computing device 
that could replace the television. 

[Jack: You just might be onto something, Kate.. 

. i Kate: Gateway keeps rolling these new products off the line, 

[ don’t they? It makes me wonder what else they have brewing up 
there in South Dakota. I have a feeling it’s something spectacular. 

I Jflckj You know I have the same feeling, Kate. What’s that, 
j Bob? Ted Waitt, Chairman and CEO of Gateway 2000, is on line 
three? Ted, you’re on the air! 

Ted: Hey, how are you guys doin’? 

1 Kate: We’re great. Say what’s up with this Destination stuff? 

| Ted: There’s some really cool stuff happening in the PC industry 
right now, Kate. The convergence of the PC, TV and consumer 
electronics is just around the corner, and all I can tell you is that 
these products play a big part in all of it. 

{Jack; What’s your destination in all this, 
Ted? Are you saying there’s a new PC in 
Gateway’s future? 

pentium 


1 Kate: And, according to this press release, all Gateway Solo 
portable PCs now come standard with modular 4X CD-ROM 
drives and 10.4-inch SVGA color active-matrix screens. 

Hack- Callers, what are your thoughts on the Gateway Solo 
portable PC? Matt from Montreal, go ahead! 


The Gateway Solo S5-120XL portable PC features a 10.4" 

SVGA color display, 40MB RAM, 1.2GB hard drive, 
modular 4X CD-ROM drive, 28.8 PCMCIA fax/modem, 16- 
bit sound, speakers and MS Office 95 for only $5,299. 

Matt: / have to admit that’s a tempting price tag, but there has 
to a be a catch. I bet it has a dinky hard drive, almost no memory 
and low-rent software. 

1 Kate: You’ve got it all wrong, pal. The Gateway Solo S5-75XL 
is outfitted with a roomy 540MB hard drive, 8MB RAM, 256K L2 
pipelined burst cache, Microsoft® Works 95 and Windows® 95. 















Multimedia Systems _ 
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P5-100 FAMILY PC™ ■ P5-120 FAMILY PC ■ PS-133 FAMILY PC 


■ Intel® 100MHz Pentium® Processor 

■ 8MB EDO Performance DRAM 

■ 1.2GB 9ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ I MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator with MPEG Video Scaler 

■ 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ 16-Bit Gateway Sound Card 

■ Altec™ Lansing ACS-40 Speakers 

■ TelePath® 28.8 Fax/Modem with TAD* 

■ Gateway Information Highway CD 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ CrystalScan® 15 ,28dp Color Monitor 
(13.9" viewable) 

■ 7-Bay Desktop Case 

■ 104* Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ Microsoft® Windows® 95 

■ A Generations II Software Collection 

■ Gateway Gold™ Service & Support 

$1999 


■ Intel 120MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB EDO Performance DRAM 

■ 1.62GB 9ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 2MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator with MPEG Video Scaler 

■ 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ 16-Bit Gateway Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-40 Speakers 

■ TelePath 28.8 Fax/Modem with TAD* 


■ Intel 133MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB EDO Performance DRAM 

■ 1.62GB 9ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 2MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator with MPEG Video Scaler 

■ 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ 16-Bit Gateway Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-40 Speakers 
with ACS-250 Subwoofer 

■ TelePath 28.8 Fax/Modem with TAD* 


I Vivitron™! 5 ,26dp Color Monitor 
(13.9” viewable) 

I 7-Bay Desktop Case 
I 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 
I MS Windows 95 

■ ft Generations II Software Collection 
I Gateway Gold Service & Support 

$2499 


I CrystalScan 17 ,28dp Color Monitor 
(15.7" viewable) 

I 7-Bay Desktop Case 
I 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 
I MS Windows 95 

I ft Generations II Software Collection 
I Gateway Gold Service & Support 

$2899 

* Telephone Answering Device (TAD) gives you complete voice messaging capabilities. 


Professional Systems— 


■ Intel 166MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB EDO Performance DRAM 

■ 512K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2GB EIDE 10ms Hard Drive 

■ Matrox® 2MB WRAM Graphics 
Accelerator w/ MPEG Video Sealer j 

■ 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ 16-Bit Ensoniq® Wavetable Sound 0 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-400 Speakers 
with ACS-250 Subwoofer 

■ TelePath 28.8 Fax/Modem with TAI 

■ Gateway Information Highway CD 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ Vivitron 17 ,26dp Color Monitor 
(15.9" viewable) 

■ 12-Bay Tower Case 

■ 104* Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition* 

■ ft Generations II Software Colled 
with Gaming Pad 

■ Gateway Gold Premium Service & S 

$3799 


P5-75 

1 

P5-120 


P5-133 

i 


■ Intel 75MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB EDO Performance DRAM 

■ 850MB 10ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 1MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator 

■ 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ CrystalScanl5 ,28dp Color Monitor 
(13.9" viewable) 

■ 7-Bay Desktop Case 

■ 104* Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition** 

■ Gateway Gold Service & Support 

$1899 


■ Intel 120MHz Pentium Processor 
I 16MB EDO Performance DRAM 
I 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

I 1.2GB 9ms EIDE Hard Drive 
I 2MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator 

I 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

I Vivitronl5 ,26dp Color Monitor 
(13.9" viewable) 

I 7-Bay Desktop Case 
I 104* Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 
I MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition** 
I Gateway Gold Service & Support 


Workstations _ 


$2299 


■ Intel 133MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB EDO Performance DRAM 

■ 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 1.2GB 9ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 2MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator 

■ 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ Vivitron 15 .26dp Color Monitor 
(13.9" viewable) 

■ 7-Bay Mini Tower Case 

■ 104* Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition** 
I Gateway Gold Service & Support 


$2399 


■ Intel 166MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB EDO Performance DRAM 

■ 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2GB 10ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 2MB DRAM. 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator 

■ 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ Vivitron 15 .26dp Color Monitor 
(13.9" viewable) 

■ 7-Bay Mini Tower Case 

■ 104* Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 j 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Editit 

■ Gateway Gold Service & Support 


$2899 


MM G6-150 


■ Intel 150MHz Pentium Pro Processor 

■ 16MB DRAM 

■ 256K Internal Cache 

I 2GB 10ms EIDE hard drive 

■ Matrox 2MB WRAM Graphics 
Accelerator w/ Video Scaler 

■ 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 
I 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ Vivitronl5 ,26dp Color Monitor 
(13.9" viewable) 

I 12-Bay Tower Case 

■ 104* Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows NT™ Workstation 3.51 
or MS Windows 95 

I MS Office 95, Professional Edition** 

■ Gateway Gold Service & Support 


$3199 


■ Intel 200MHz Pentium Pro Processor 

■ 64MB DRAM 

■ 256K Internal Cache 

■ 2GB Fast SCSI-2 9ms Hard Drive 

■ Adaptec® 2940 32-bit PCI Ultra SCSI 
Fast-20 Controller 

■ Matrox 4MB WRAM Graphics 
Accelerator w/ Video Scaler 

■ 4X SCSI-2 CD-ROM Drive 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ Vivitron21 Color Monitor (19.9" viewable) 

■ 12-Bay Tower Case 

■ 104* Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows NT Workstation 3.51 
or MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition** 

■ Gateway Gold Service & Support 


** MS Office 95, Professional Edition 
includes Word, Excel, PowerPoint!® 
presentation graphics program, Scheduled, 
Access database and Bookshelf® '95. 


Gateway 2000 
Manufacturing, North 
Sioux City, South Dakota, 
is ISO 9002 certified. 


SOFTWARE COLLECT!! 

■ Microsoft Encarta® 96 ■ M 
Cinemania® '96 ■ MS Julia Child: Ho 
Cooking with Master Chefs ■ MS Bob. 
For Gateway 2000 ■ MS Works 951 
Publisher 95 ■ MS Money 4.0 
2.0 b MS Music Central ™ 96 a MS Cl 
Sampler a MS Entertainment Packs 1 
(31 fun games!) a Ca$h Graf Home C 
Plus™ a Mayo Clinic® Family Health 
a Mediamatics Arcade™ MPEG Playt 
The Masters®: Interactive Journey 1 
Its 60-Year History, for MPEG 


$6799 


Designed for 
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I Hi-Fi Extras! _ 

I Multimedia (Sold only with the purchase of a system) 

[ Audio Multimedia Kits 

I Choose a Gateway 16-bit CD-quality sound card or an Ensoniq® Soundscape™ 

I 16-bit wavetable sound card. Both are Sound Blaster™ compatible and include 
I two Altec™ Lansing ACS-40 speakers. 

I $95 (Gateway 16-bit sound card and Altec ACS-40 speakers) 

$155 (Ensoniq Soundscape 16-bit wavetable and Altec ACS-40 speakers) 

Multimedia Speaker Upgrades 

I Add the all-new Al(ec ACS-250 subwoofer for up to 40 watts of additional 
> heart-pounding basjs and extraordinary Dolby® Surround Sound. 

$75 (upgrade from systems which include Altec ACS-40 speakers) 

I The Dolby® Surround Sound Gateway-exclusive ACS-400 speaker system will 

I 1 make your multimedia applications come alive with true theater-like surround 
sound. Complete with two Altec ACS-400 satellites and ACS-250 subwoofer. 
$120 (upgrade from systems which include Altec ACS-40 speakers) 

1 4X Three-CD Changer 

I Gain access to three times the amount of information of a single CD-ROM with 
I a 4X three-CD changer. Ask your sales rep about this exciting upgrade offer! 

I Communications & Storage 

I (Sold only with the purchase of a system) 

TelePath® 28.8 Fax/Modem with TAD 

Internal fax/modem, 28,800bps modem, V.34, with 28,800bps fax capability. 

[ Sends and receives data and faxes, and includes Telephone Answering Device 
[ (TAD) for full voice mail capabilities. Includes trial memberships to Compu- 
I Serve®, AOL and Prodigy® and more! $149 (TelePath 14.4 Fax/Modem $79) 

[ Keyboards (Sold only with the purchase of a system) 

AnyKey® + Keyboard 

I Any key on this handy 124-key custom keyboard can be programmed to perform 
any function or series of keystrokes. Plus it features convenient Windows keys for 
ease of use with Microsoft Windows 95. $20 ( upgrade from 104* keyboard) 

! Monitors (Sold only with the purchase of a system) 

Gateway Vivitron™ Color Monitors 

Non-interlaced color monitor using Sony® Trinitron® tube technology, capable of 
[ 1280 x 1024 resolution. ( Upgrade prices good only at time of system purchase.) 

I Gateway VivitronlS Color Monitor, .26 dot pitch (13.9” viewable) 

| Upgrade from a CrystalScan®14 (13.4” viewable) to Vivitronl5 $150 
[ Upgrade from a CrystalScanl5 (13.9” viewable) to Vivitronl5 $65 
j Gateway Vivitronl7 Color Monitor, .26 dot pitch (15.9” viewable) 

Upgrade from a CrystalScanl5 (13.9” viewable) to Vivitronl7 $355 
[ Upgrade from a Vivitronl5 (13.9” viewable) to Vivitronl7 $290 


Service & Support 

Gateway Gold™ Premium 

■ Extended Three-Year On-Site Agreement* 

■ Priority 800 Number For Access To Technical Experts 

$99 w/ system purchase $129 within current on-site service agreement 


*On-site service available to most U.S. and Canadian locations after determination by a 
Gateway tech that you need it. Next business day on-site service is pending parts delivery. 



Gateway accepts most major credit cards 
and C.O.D. terms, with net 30-day terms and 
leasing options available to qualified commercial 
customers. You can also apply for the Gateway 
2000 DuoLine ™ MasterCard ® card, issued by 
Dial National Bank, Des Moines, Iowa. 


Networking (Sold only with the purchase of a system) 

3Com® Ethernet Adapters 

16-bit Triple Media Card with BNC, AUI and RJ-45 connectors $99 

16-bit Card with only RJ-45 connector $79 

SMC® ISA Ethernet Adapters 

■ 16-bit Triple Media Card with BNC, AUI and RJ-45 connectors $79 

■ 16-bit Card with only RJ-45 connector $59 

Software (Available to both existing and new Gateway customers i 

MS Windows® 95 Upgrade 

Only available to our valued customers! Windows 95 will make your system faster 
and easier to use. Order your copy today! $79 (On diskettes $89) 

10th Anniversary Software Bundle 

Includes BioForge™; Wing Commander® III: Heart of the Tiger™; Magic Carpet™ II: 
The Netherworlds; and a Gateway 2000 10th Anniversary T-shirt. $49 
(BioForge may not be suitable for younger children.) 

Kid’s BackPack™ II 

Includes What is a Bellybutton?; The Tales of Peter Rabbit; Cinderella, The Original 
Fairy Tale; Freddi Fish™and the Case of the Missing Kelp Seeds™; Pocahontas 
Reading Adventure, and a Gateway cow-spotted backpack. $59 

Finance Pack 

Includes Quicken Deluxe 5, Quicken® Financial Planner™ Quicken Family Lawyer*? 
and Quicken Parents’ Guide To Money 1 ? $69 

Gateway Gamer’s Pack 

Includes Command & Conquer™, Virtual Pool™: Straight/8, The Journeyman Project 
2®:Buried in Time™, Terminal Velocity™, Primal Rage™, and a Gravis™ 

GamePad™. $79 

Printers (Available to both existing and new Gateway customers) 

Epson® Stylus™ Color IIs Ink Jet Printer 

Photo-quality printing in color and black-and-white. Drivers are compatible with 
virtually all MS applications. $259 (plus $30 rebate for a limited time only) 

Epson Stylus Color II Ink Jet Printer 

Perfect for the small business or home office, providing vivid color and crisp black- 
and-white printing at 720dpi. Plus it’s quiet and compact! $399 
Hewlett® Packard DeskJet 600C Inkjet Printer 

The HP 600C ColorSmart technology produces clear, vibrant color with 16.7 million 
colors to choose from! Black 600dpi printing on plain paper or up to 600 x300dpi 
color printing. Includes 34 scalable typefaces. $259 
Hewlett Packard LaserJet 5L Printer 

Add a professional edge to your outputs with 600dpi and HP Resolution Enhance¬ 
ment technology. Fast laser printing at four pages per minute. $479 
Hewlett Packard LaserJet 5P Printer 

Full-featured HP LaserJet printer for your business printing needs. Provides up to 
600dpi resolution at six pages per minute. $849 
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Ask About Our “90 Days 

No Payment" Program! no payments 


Call the Gateway 2000 special component add-ons division at 
800-846-2080for our complete line of extras for Gateway customers. 
Sales hours: 7am-10pm Weekdays. 
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Maximizer remembers 
phone numbers. 
Even dials and logs calls. 


Maximizer works with lists, 
the way you do. Only faster. 


Maximize your whole workgroup - 
enterprise LANs, individual PCs. 





















New Maximizer keeps 
track of everything. 


: 


Then finds more to With Maximizer Contact Manager 

you can track it all: notes, documents, 
"I”"f*CI p 1/ /~\T spreadsheets. Maximizer keeps your 

i information in lists that are easy to 

work with and incredibly fast to search. All the details you want to keep — on anybody and anything 
— are a mouse-click away. There are no limits. 

Internet Savvy. Use Maximizer’s Internet links to find new prospects to contact. Download up- 
to-date listings of contacts you select from our exclusive MultiActive Eagle database. It’s all waiting for 
you on our World Wide Web site. You can also make the most of Maximizer by sending mass Internet 
e-mail and faxes. As long as you have Maximizer, it doesn’t matter how many things you have to track. 


Designed for 
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MultiActive 

Maximizer 3.0is 


Phone order price: $149.95. 30-day satisfaction guarantee. 
For a list of dealers, or to order direct, call 
For a free demo, product information or to order, visit our 
homepage at: http://www.maximizer.com 


Circle 242 on reader service card. 


ailable at CompUSA, Computer City and Egghead. 
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gPHOTOPAINT R 


TigenDirec! 

1 - 800 - 897-9162 


Create photo-realistic images 
n a flash with 32-bit power and 
amazing special effects 


Power publishing with 
Corel's ease of use 


The most powerful 32-bit 
diagramming software available 


1-613-728-0826 ext 3080 


Circle 192 on reader service card. 
























| SOFTWARE: Claris FileMaker Pro 3.0 • Microsoft ActiveVRML, Sony CyberPassage, 
■ Paper Software WebFX • MetaTools Kai’s Power Tools 3 • Microsoft Accounting Analysis Pack 


Microsoft Internet Explorer 2.0 


Microsoft Narrows Netscape’s Lead 


If you want a Web browser 
that does it all, the one that 
comes closest is Netscape’s 
Navigator. But Microsoft’s 
Internet Explorer 2.0 is com¬ 
ing on strong. Give it a try— 
especially if you’re frustrated 
by Navigator’s Bookmarks. 

Although Explorer 1.0 
shipped as part of Microsoft’s 
$40 Plus Pack for Windows 
95, you can download a free 
copy of Internet Explorer 2.0 
from Microsoft’s Web site. In 
fact, you can’t get Explorer 2.0 
any other way right now. 

So Why Switch? The best 
reason to try Internet Explorer 
is its Favorites bookmarking 
system, which relies on Win¬ 
dows 95 shortcuts to save 
URLs as icons in folders. These 
folders are available on the 
Favorites menu, which looks a 
lot like Netscape’s Bookmarks. 
You can also open Favorites as 
a folder window in Windows 
95 to modify and organize 
your URL shortcuts. 

The single biggest enhance¬ 
ment to Internet Explorer 2.0 is 
its excellent support for Navi¬ 
gator tables. No other non- 
Navigator browser does as 
good a job with tables. Internet 
Explorer 2.0 also supports 
background WAV and MIDI 
sounds, scrolling text mar¬ 
quees, simple animations, and 
inline video, as well as 3-D 
VRML using Microsoft’s freely 
distributed ActiveVRML (see 
“Browsing in the Third Dimen¬ 
sion,” page 82). 

Imperfect E-mail Internet 
Explorer 2.0 supports Usenet 
newsgroups and adds a level of 
security roughly comparable to 
Navigator’s. Also new is Inter¬ 
net e-mail support, but it only 



Navigator Alternative: The 

best reason to switch to 
Microsoft’s browser? Its 
Favorites bookmarking system 
uses Windows 95 shortcuts to 
save URLs as icons and is far 
better than Navigator’s 
Bookmarks. It’s also free. 


A. Internet Explorer’s 
interface is cleaner than 
Netscape's, with fewer 
buttons and status bars. 

B. Internet Explorer also 
handles simple animations 
and inline video. 


Better Bookmarks: Open Internet 
Explorer’s bookmarks as a folder window 
to organize or delete links to sites. 


works with Windows 95’s 
sometimes-awkward Exchange 
e-mail module. We’d prefer a 
simple mailbox system like 
Navigator’s, or at least a facility 
for hooking up a third-party 
e-mail program, such as Qual¬ 
comm’s 32-bit Eudora Pro 2.2. 

Performance was one of the 
biggest knocks on the first ver¬ 
sion of Internet Explorer. The 
second version is faster, but it’s 
still no bam burner. Internet 


Explorer has a unique way of 
opening pages: It displays all 
the text first, inserts placehold¬ 
ers for graphics, and then 
updates the graphics. Based on 
simple time trials, Internet 
Explorer takes longer than 
Navigator to load a page, but 
with Internet Explorer you can 
start reading text almost imme¬ 
diately. Internet Explorer 2.0 
doesn’t yet support Netscape’s 
Frames, although it will in the 
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FILEBOX 


Internet Explorer 2.0 

☆☆☆ 

Verdict: If it weren’t for 
Netscape's Navigator, this 
would be the browser to beat. 
Pros: It offers a superb 
bookmarking system and 
support for OLE, both of 
which are great for 
Windows 95 users. 

Cons: It can’t touch 
Navigator’s performance, 
e-mail interface, orthird- 
party—product compatibility. 
System Requirements: 
Windows 95,8MB of RAM, 1MB 
to 3MB of hard disk space, and 
a modem for dial-up 
connections. 

Features: Support for OLE, 
Favorites bookmarks, Exchange, 
and tables. 

Free Download: You 

can get a free copy of 
Microsoft’s Internet 
Explorer 2.0 from ourWeb 
site (www.pccomputing. com). 
Internet Explorer 2.0 is not 
currently sold in stores. 


Free to licensed users of 
Windows 95 
Microsoft Corp. 

(800) 426-9400 
(206) 882-8080 
Reader Service No. 689 


next release, Explorer 3.0. 

The future of Internet 
Explorer is pretty rosy. In fact, 
Microsoft has announced 
plans to integrate the browser 
directly into Windows, which 
should make Internet Explorer 
even easier to use. That alone 
may be reason enough for 
many people to switch. If 
you’re a Navigator user look¬ 
ing for a change, try Internet 
Explorer2.0. scot finnie 

~fafa Poor ~fa Unacceptable 
























New! 


SOFTWARE: 

Claris FileMaker Pro 3.0 


Do-It-Yourself Database Power 



Relational Revelations: 

FileMaker Pro 3.0 is an ideal 
solution for creating simple, but 
somewhat limited, database 
applications. This version has the 
same easy-to-use graphical tools 
of previous releases, and adds 
relational features, enhanced sort- 
and-find tools, and OLE support. 


A. Layout tools let you 

graphically arrange 

fields. 

B. It's easy to edit and 
modify text fields. 

C. Create buttons to 
execute scripts. 

D. Relational links sort 
files across multiple 
applications. 



In the Script: 

Creating scripts in 
FileMaker Pro 3.0 is 
easy: Just pick the 
command you need 
from FileMaker Pro’s 
list of command 
options. 


Almost every database program 
slaps the term easy-to-use some¬ 
where on its packaging. But in 
reality, you have to know C++ 
and structured query language 
(SQL) in your sleep. Claris’s 
FileMaker Pro 3.0 is one of the 
few end-user databases that 
actually lives up to its claims of 
simplicity. Add the latest ver¬ 
sion’s long-awaited relational 
support, and you have a power¬ 
ful way to create databases in a 
fully graphical page-layout 
environment. Although it still 
lacks a few important elements 
for building simple databases, 
like support for SQL, File¬ 
Maker Pro is an ideal sort- 
and-retrieve tool. 

Look It Up While previous 
versions of FileMaker Pro 
included Lookup tools for 
locating various elements in 
records, there was no auto¬ 
mated way to combine various 
search elements to create new 
records. In version 3.0, File¬ 
Maker Pro is fully relational; 
linking data is as simple as 
point and click. Relational fea¬ 
tures give FileMaker Pro more 
power and eliminate redun¬ 
dant data. There’s also a new 
Portal feature that lets you 
view matching data from mul¬ 
tiple records. For example, a 
Realtor could use the Portal to 
display a list of houses that fall 
within a certain price range. 
Version 3.0 also finally 
replaces the 32MB file-size 
limit with a more respectable 
2GB limit. 

Creating databases from 
scratch in FileMaker Pro isn’t 
much different than with other 
end-user packages. But thanks 
to its excellent page-layout 
tools, FileMaker Pro does it 
much faster. Its draw-like func¬ 
tions let you easily create and 
control graphics, plus add text 
and pictures. Unlike in other 


end-user databases, almost all 
of the database creation 
process in FileMaker Pro is 
done graphically. By drawing 
with a cross hair tool, you just 
specify the size of a field and 
determine where in the data¬ 
base layout it should reside. 

To write scripts, simply 
choose commands off a list. 
This ensures that you’re using 
the correct syntax and that the 
commands are spelled cor¬ 
rectly. Moreover, you can test 
the scripts immediately. 

This version of FileMaker 
Pro comes with a library of new 
script commands—including 
one that automatically dials a 
phone or modem. Another 
enhancement this version 


provides is OLE support, so 
you can link or embed objects 
into fields and layouts. 

The program is network- 
ready, so workgroups can 
immediately share files. File¬ 
Maker Pro’s built-in pass¬ 
word protection limits access 
privileges. Additionally, a 
cross-platform environment 
lets you immediately share 
data between PC and Macin¬ 
tosh systems. 

Database Race When 
you’re shopping around for a 
database, ask yourself what’s 
more important—simplicity or 
power? While FileMaker Pro 
has enough muscle for small- 
scale databases, it isn’t as 
comprehensive as Microsoft’s 
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FILEBOX 


FileMaker Pro 3.0 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: The easiest way to 
create relational databases. 
Pros: It mimics the tools found 
in many page-layout programs 
to make creating and designing 
custom databases simple. 
Cons: Because it doesn’t 
support SQL, it's a poor choice 
for creating sophisticated 
database applications. 
Competition: Microsoft’s 
Access 95 and Borland's Paradox 
7.0 are comprehensive products 
geared toward more experienced 
developers. Lotus’s Approach is 
similarinlookand feel,and 
supports SQL, but FileMaker Pro 
is a little easierto use with its 
page layout interface, and 
checklist scripting. 

System Requirements: 
Windows 95 or Windows NT, 486 
CPU, 8MB of RAM, 20MB of hard 
disk space. 


$199 est. street price 
Claris Corp. 

[800J 544-8554 
[408)727-8227 
Reader Service No. 690 


Access 95, Borland’s Paradox 
7.0, or Lotus’s Approach 96. 
FileMaker Pro sorely lacks 
charting functions and server- 
based SQL support. And 
because FileMaker Pro isn’t 
part of an office suite, there’s no 
integration with other applica¬ 
tions, particularly spreadsheets. 

Depending on your needs, 
you may outgrow FileMaker 
Pro quickly. Its lack of SQL 
support prohibits you from 
accessing and sorting through 
your data in an open-ended 
manner. But for those who 
need highly intricate sort- 
and-retrieve tools, FileMaker 
Pro is a simple and inexpen¬ 
sive solution for building 
databases, wayne kawamoto 


Poor Unacceptable 
april 1996 


































The 2GB Medalist 



Introducing the first AT drive 
available in XXL. 


The Medalist 2140. The world's first 2.0 GB 
ATA/IDE drive. 


If you're looking for a larger disc drive to handle the 
expanding storage needs of today's hot applications, 
we've got your size. The Medalist 2140. 

It's the first ATA drive to deliver a full 
2 gigabytes of storage. The Fast ATA-2 
interface provides a level of Designed for 
performance normally found 
only in higher-priced SCSI drives. 

It's fully compatible with Windows 95 and Microsoft* 
Windows NT, and is multimedia ready. Windows’95 




So you'll be able to run even the most demanding audio 
and video applications with room to spare. 

We've even made it easier than 
ever to install a Medalist in your 
PC. For starters, each drive comes 
with a new 4-step installation 
poster and intelligent installation software. 
And we've printed the jumper settings on the drive 
itself, making set-up a snap. 

For more information, call 408-438-8111 and ask 
for a copy of our SeaLAB Report—Upgrading for 
maximum PC performance. Or test drive our Website 
at http://www.seagate.com. 

<W Seagate 




Microsoft. 

WiNDOttsNT. 

Ready-to-Run 


Circle 269 on reader service card. 


THE DATA TECHNOLOGY COMPANY 













MOUII SOFTWARE: 

IlCW . Microsoft ActiveVRM L, Sony CyberPassage, Paper Software WebFX 


Browsing in the Third Dimension 



With significant 


(VRML) technology, static, 
two-dimensional Web pages are 
going the way of silent films. 

Three interesting VRML 
browsers include Microsoft’s 
Active VRML, Sony Pictures 
Imageworks’ CyberPassage, 
and Paper Software’s WebFX. 
You can download all three for 
free, so try them all if you can. 
Unfortunately, Active VRML 
works only with Microsoft’s 
Internet Explorer Web browser 
(see “Microsoft Narrows Net¬ 
scape’s Lead,” page 79), and 
CyberPassage requires either 
Windows 95 or Windows NT. 
WebFX is your best all-around 
bet: It supports Netscape’s 
Navigator under Windows 3.1, 
Windows 95, or Windows 
NT; it also works within 
Internet Explorer 2.0. 

3-D Exploring Active- 
VRML is the best browser for 
Internet Explorer fans who are 
comfortable navigating 3-D 
worlds with Explorer’s History 
and Favorites tools. These same 
3-D worlds can be embedded 
within HTML documents. For 
performance boosts, the texture 
and inline elements of VRML 
are downloaded in the back¬ 
ground. Like the other two 
browsers, Active VRML sup¬ 
ports hyperlinks. 

Paper Software, one of 
VRML’s forefathers, released 
an early version of WebFX 
almost a year ago. As VRML 
gained momentum, WebFX 
gained power and features. 

WebFX works with Net¬ 
scape’s Navigator running 
under Windows 3.1, Windows 
95, or Windows NT. It’s also 
the only VRML viewer that 
integrates with Microsoft’s 
browser, Internet Explorer. 


This integration makes brows¬ 
ing the Internet similar to 
browsing the contents of your 
hard drive or system. 

Netscape Navigator fans 
will benefit most from WebFX. 
It plugs seamlessly into Navi¬ 
gator 2.0, leveraging Naviga¬ 
tor’s history, hotlist, security, 
and unique client-side image¬ 
caching features. It also sup¬ 
ports Creative Labs’ 3D Blaster 
3-D acceleration hardware as 
well as IRC-based chatting 
through 3-D avatars. 

Sony Pictures Imageworks’ 


CyberPassage, which debuted 
in Japan several months before 
arriving in the United States, is 
basic VRML surfing with a 
twist: a distinctive Sony tech¬ 
nology called e-VRML. 

Special Effects E-VRML 
includes support for high-qual¬ 
ity audio and enhanced anima¬ 
tion, and it lets you manipulate 
objects individually on the 
same page. Because the success 
of e-VRML technology has yet 
to be determined, Cyber¬ 
Passage smartly supports the 
same VRML 1.0 conventions 


FILEBOX 


ActiveVRML 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: A great solution for 
basic 3-D surfing—provided 
you use Microsoft’s Internet 
Explorer 2.0. 


Free 

Microsoft Corp. 

http://www.msn.com/ie/ie.htm 
(800) 426-9400, (206) 882-8080 
Reader Service No. 691 

CyberPassage 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: A great VRML browser 
with interesting new audio 
features. 


Sony Pictures Imageworks 
http://sonypic.com 
(800)222-7669 
Reader Service No. 692 

WebFX 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: A complete VRML 
solution tailored to work with 
Netscape’s Navigator under any 
Windows platform. 


Paper Software 
http://www.paperinc.com 
(914) 679-2440 
Reader Service No. 693 

Free Stuff: Get free copies of 
these browsers at ourWeb site 
(www.pccomputing.com). 


that most other browsers do. 

Overall, we like the power 
as well as the broad platform 
and browser support of 
WebFX. But because all three 
browsers are free to download, 
do your own 3-D wandering 
and choose your favorite. 
Assuming you have the neces¬ 
sary bandwidth, you may 
never have to look at flat, 2-D 
pages again. For live links to all 
three of these VRML browsers, 
check out PC Computing 
Online (www.pccomputing 
•com). RICH SCHWERIN 
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Our engineers blew out 
a few pocket protectors 
on this one. 


To say that ViewSonic's 
new PT810 SonicTron™ 21" 
(19.5" viewable) monitor has 



better than great. Even the 
most particular CAD/CAM/ 
CAE users and desktop 
publishers are staring in 
wide-eyed amazement. 

Our engineers went back to 
the drawing boards to create 
a monitor that delivers high 
contrast images with clarity 
and chromatic color far 
more intense than anything 
close to its price range. 

“ It’s as easy to adjust 

as it is to look at. ” 

OnView m screen controls 
let you easily make 
adjustments right on the 
screen, no guesswork. 

If you’ve got a question, 
just call and one of our 
engineers will answer it. 

Other SonicTron pluses 
include P(uy & ‘Play +- * 
for automatic configuration 
of the graphics controller 
and both PC and MAC ® 
compatibility. 

Call (800) 888-8583for a 
dealer where you can see for 
yourself. It’ll blow your mind. 



ViewSonic* 


Circle 171 on reader service card. 















MpUfl SOFTWARE: 

I1CW . MetaTools Kai’s Power Tools 3 


Inimitable Image Effects 



Something Wild: Create great 
photo effects with Kai’s PowerTools 
3's Lens f/xfeature-if you can get 
past KPT’s cryptic interface. 


When you simply 



delic 3-D octagon, Kai’s Power 
Tools (KPT) 3 is for you. But 
you have to endure a stub¬ 
bornly cryptic interface. 

An irreverent add-on for 
Adobe’s Photoshop and other 
illustration applications that 
support Adobe’s plug-in archi¬ 
tecture, KPT has developed a 
fanatical following. Even 
though Photoshop ships with 
filters for creating standard 
effects, experienced artists 
quickly feel limited by its basic 
collection of features. KPT 
gives you more tools, more 
speed, and greater control over 
effects, as well as larger real¬ 
time preview windows. 

KPT’s Lens f/x lets you 


control smudge, noise, fine 
edges, and Gaussian-blur 
effects by moving a flexible lens 
tool over your images. If you 
want to play with spheres— 
perhaps as buttons for a Web 
page—the Spheroid Designer 
offers 3-D distortions. 

But the program functions 


like nothing you’ve 
ever used before. 
KPT helps you gen¬ 
erate thousands of 
new, visually com¬ 
pelling images, but 
you have to ran¬ 
domly tug and pull at 
bars and buttons to 
see what they do. 

KPT will certainly 
help graphic artists 
and Web-page design¬ 
ers generate unique 
effects in less time 
than they’re used to spending. 
But unless you have experience 
with KPT or you’re willing to 
spend hours experimenting, 
you’ll flail around the inter¬ 
face, uncontrollably spewing 
out odd effects and wondering 
why none of the buttons are 
labeled. JAMES OLIVER CURY 


Microsoft Accounting Analysis Pack 

Critique Your Cash Flow 



profitability is just one of many 
analyses you can do with 
Accounting Analysis Pack. 


Should you hire another sales¬ 
person? How much money 
can you make by increasing 
sales of your high-price, low- 
margin products? Microsoft’s 
Accounting Analysis Pack 
gives you the information you 
need to answer these questions 
by importing your accounting 
data into Excel for Windows 
95, where you can perform 
common what-if analyses. 

It’s not a trivial endeavor. 
Big companies pay profes¬ 
sionals a lot of money to gen¬ 
erate analyses like these, but 
the Accounting Analysis 
Pack does it all for you. It has 
links to all the popular small- 
business accounting pro¬ 
grams so you can easily 
import data. And predesigned 
formulas take the trial and 


error out of querying and 
reporting. The Accounting 
Analysis Pack has a full quiver 
of common business calcula¬ 
tors that will find your break¬ 
even point, optimize your 
price-point mix, better manage 
payables and receivables, and 


reduce tax liability, 
among other tasks. 
Many what-if scenarios 
can be graphed, and all 
of them can be com¬ 
pletely customized to 
suit your unique needs. 
Just pick from among 
the Import, What-if 
Analysis, or Report 
Wizards menus that 
Accounting Analysis 
adds to your Excel for 
Windows 95 menus. • 
Accounting Analy¬ 
sis Pack wasn’t designed to do 
all the tricks found in higher- 
end financial-forecasting and 
analysis packages. But for 
$100, it’s an excellent invest¬ 
ment that helps you focus a 
discerning eye on all your cash 
matters. MIKE HOGAN 
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Kai’s Power Tools 3 

☆☆☆ 

Verdict: Amazing graphics 
effects, but you have to get 
past the interface first. 

Pros: Unlimited color and 
texture effects; larger and 
faster preview screens; 36 
levels of undo. 

Cons: Interface changes from 
feature to feature; no vector 
image effects. 

System Requirements: 
Windows 3.1 or Windows 95, 

486 CPU, 8MB of RAM, any 
image-editing application that 
supports the Adobe plug-in 
32-bit architecture. 


$129 est. street price 
MetaTools 
(805) 566-6200 
Reader Service No. 694 


FILEBOX 


Accounting 
Analysis Pack 

' k 'k 'k ' k 

Verdict: Effective analysis of 
your business money matters. 
Pros: The Report Wizards 
make the process easy. 

Cons: It works only with Excel 
for Windows 95. 
Competition: Business 
Matters’ Cashe has better 
financial forecasting, but it’s 
expensive and designed for big 
businesses. 

System Requirements: 

Windows 95,486 CPU, 8MB of 
RAM, Excel for Windows 95. 


$100 est. street price 
Microsoft Corp. 

(800) 426-9400, (206) 882-8080 
Reader Service No. 69s 
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OMISED THE AEEIVAL 


The result of our mounting impatience is the easj-to-use, extremely 
affordable Co nnectix VideoPho ne" A complete camera and software 
solution that. | for under s 200, | turns your computer into a desktop 
videoconferencing workstation. Connectix VideoPhone lets you. 
video conference and share a mark-up board. Attend meetings 
from home. Make office-wide presentations. Or show your ideas to 
your co-workers down the hall or across the country. Because 
rather than wait another forty years for the phone company to 
come up with Videophone, we thought we would just do it ourselves. 















COMPAQ. 

Has It Changed Your Life Yet? 













The problem with trouble is that usually by the time you find out about it, it’s too late. Not so with Compaq 
Intelligent Manageability. Compaq Intelligent Manageability is a superior collection of preinstalled features and 
tools found only on the Compaq Deskpro. Together, they work to detect and eliminate a variety of potential 
problems on your network before they become real ones. Fault Management features like our IntelliSafe drive, 
which not only notifies you of impending failure but also backs itself up, minimizing loss of mission-critical data 


You’re Flying Along At 25,000 Feet When Suddenly 
Three Of The Engines Quit. Now Would Be A Good 
Time To Talk About Superior Fault Management. 


and PC downtime. And Asset Management, whose features help you keep track of hardware and software across 
the network from the comfort of your desk. Because all the information you need can be delivered remotely to your 
PC. Compaq Intelligent Manageability also includes a wide range of security features designed to keep your network 
secure. Which all adds up to providing the best and most comprehensive solution for managing PCs and predicting 


trouble on your network. Because when there’s trouble, don’t you 


to know about it-before it happens? 









WAY TO GET 
ON THE 
INTERNET. 


WAY 
TO STAY 
THERE. 



NetCruiser Software NetCruiser Service 


ONLY $19.95 A MONTH! 

• FREE SERVICE ACTIVATION!" 

* 420 +HRS/MO. AT NO CHARGE! 


§ 00 - 353-6600 


How can you get the best Internet 
access software and the best nation¬ 
wide Internet service? Easy. Just pick 
up the phone and order NetCruiser™ 
for Windows™ from NETCOM. 

NetCruiser Internet Service gives you 
40 prime-time hours, and hundreds of 
week-end and off-peak hours, every 
month for under $20. That's enough 
access time for just about anybody 
who's planning a stay on the Internet. 


"NetCruiser..the hands-down 
favorite of our first-time 
Internet users." 

pc world 

"...NetCruiser from NETCOM is one 
of the most comprehensive Internet 
packages available. This one-stop 
interface will have you on the 
Internet within minutes..." 

LAN Times 

"NetCruiser—best Internet 
front end." 

Online Access Magazine 

"NetCruiser is great for people 
who are intrigued by the Net but 
intimidated by the commands 
usually required for access." 

PC/Computing 



Plus NetCruiser includes World-Wide I 
Web, IRC, Gopher, FTP, Usenet, Telnet, I 
E-mail—all the most popular Internet 1 
resource discovery tools. 

Best of all, with NetCruiser service I 
you get NetCruiser software FREE. It's I 
fun. It's easy. And, with simple point- I 
and-click icons to guide you along the I 
way, it can have you up and running I 
in only minutes. 

Order now and 
we'll even give 
you FREE activa¬ 
tion too. So call 

us today. It just NETCOM 

doesn t get any file Leading Internet 
easier than this. Service Provider 








MpUli NETWORKING: 

H «N Wlii S&S Software Dr. Solomon’s Anti-Virus 7.5, McAfee NetShield 2.3, Symantec Norton Antivirus 2.0 


Microsoft Exchange Server 4.0 


Industrial-strength E-mail 


Microsoft’s long- 
awaited Exchange 
Server 4.0 is finally 
available. Was it 
worth the wait? Absolutely. 
Exchange Server is a powerful 
e-mail platform that’s easy to 
use and configure. While it 
doesn’t top Lotus’s Notes in 
distributed applications and 
database handling, Exchange 
Server is one of the best dedi¬ 
cated e-mail solutions available. 

Rich E-mail At the heart 
of Exchange Server is its Mes¬ 
sage Store, a universal database 
that stores a variety of object 
types. In addition to traditional 
e-mail messages, the Message 
Store holds embedded OLE 
objects, disk files, and special 
Visual Basic miniprograms 
called Forms. 

Forms let you customize the 
Exchange client environment. 
Using the Form Designer and 
the bundled version of Visual 
Basic for Applications, you can 
create custom miniapplications 
that make it easier to organize 
and store information. For 
example, one of the sample 
Forms that ships with the 
product is a simple contact- 
management application. 

Another key feature of 
Exchange Server is replication, 
a process whereby various 
Exchange Servers within a net¬ 
work enterprise synchronize 
their respective Message 
Stores. But instead of replicat¬ 
ing individual fields within 
files, as do competing products 
such as Lotus’s Note 4, 
Exchange replicates forms and 
files only in their entirety. 

Notes also has the upper 
hand in Rapid Application 
Development. Changes to 




Mega-Messaging: Microsoft’s 
Exchange Server 4.0 is a 
powerful, dedicated e-mail 
solution for your entire office. 
But unlike Lotus’s Notes-which 


A. Exchange Server uses 
a familiar Explorer-like 
interface. 

B. The Message Store, a 

universal database, 
stores a variety of objects. 


supports Windows 3.x, Windows 
95, OS/2, Unix, and NetWare- 
Exchange Server runs only 
under Windows NT. 


C. Like Lotus's Notes, 
Exchange Server lets you 

replicate remote e-mail 
databases at scheduled 
times. 



Road Transfer: 

The Exchange client 
lets you synchronize 
public folders so 
you can take the 
network data you 
need on the road. 


Notes’ databases are automati¬ 
cally replicated—source codes 
and all—to every Notes server. 
With Exchange, Forms can be 
replicated, but their source 
codes are left behind. 

Low Maintenance As 
with most Microsoft server 
products, installing, managing, 
and administering Exchange 
Server is relatively painless. 
However, the product is not 
without blemishes. 

For starters, its client-side 
replication doesn’t let clients 
grab nested folders of messages 


and data objects. For example, 
if you want a copy of the Pend¬ 
ing Projects folder to take with 
you on the road, as well as all 
the nested folders within that 
folder, you have to create indi¬ 
vidual local copies of each 
nested folder. 

Microsoft has pledged to fix 
this limitation in the future, 
but it’s doubtful it’ll be able to 
do much about Exchange’s 
other major stumbling block: 
hefty resource requirements. 
Exchange’s minimum work¬ 
ing set (the amount of RAM 
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Exchange Server 4.0 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: A solid, enterprise¬ 
wide e-mail platform that's 
easy to use and administer. 
Pros: Exchange Server is 
extremely easy to install and 
configure. The Message Store, 
which holds virtually any kind of 
file or object data, is a model that 
others should imitate. 

Cons: Client-side replication 
setup is difficult, and Exchange 
Server requires significantly 
more horsepower than 
competing products. Unlike 
Lotus’s Notes, which supports 
Windows 3.x, Windows 95, 

OS/2, Unix, and NetWare, 
Exchange Server supports 
only Windows NT. 

Competition: Lotus’s Notes 
offers more power if you need 
distributed applications and 
databases, but Exchange 
Server4.0's e-mail client is 
easier to use. 

System Requirements: 

Windows NT Server 3.51,24MB 
of RAM (48MB recommended). 


Price not available at press time 
Microsoft Corp. 

(800) 426-9400, (206) 882-8080 
Reader Service No. 70 7 


consumed at run time) is a 
whopping 16MB. If you go 
with Microsoft’s recommended 
minimum configuration of 
24MB of RAM, Exchange 
appropriates at least 16MB, 
leaving only 8MB for Windows 
NT and any applications you 
might want to run. 

Ultimately, however, you’ll 
want at least 48MB of RAM 
and possibly two or more 
CPUs in a symmetric multipro¬ 
cessing configuration to truly 
exploit the power of Exchange 
Server. RANDALL C. KENNEDY 
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HloiAfl NETWORKING: 

■Hi* If! Dr. Solomon’s Anti-Virus Toolkit 7.5, NetShield 2.3, Norton AntiVirus 2.0 


Keep Your Network Virus-Free 



Nothing a Shot Can’t Cure: 

Protecting your NetWare network 
against viruses is a full-time job. 

McAfee’s NetShield 2.3 is an 
inexpensive and easy way to 
protect your network from digital 
diseases. Plus, NetShield 
includes SiteExpress Lite for 
monthly VirusScan updates. 

Client Responsibilities: 

Dr. Solomon’s Anti-Virus 
Toolkit 7.5 uses a 
constantly running client- 
side program to patrol 
likely infection sources. 



A. Manage servers and 
clients through tabbed 
dialog boxes. 

B. NetShield scans both 
inbound and outbound 
network transfers. 

C. The toolbar lets you 
quickly access ten 
frequently used 
administrative functions. 


Left unchecked, your network 
can spread viruses faster than 
runny-nosed kids in daycare. 
That’s why keeping your 
server and desktops free of the 
likes of Disk Killer, Screaming 
Fist, and Freddy Krueger 
should be a top priority. If 
you’re running Novell’s Net¬ 
Ware, three of the best virus¬ 
killing solutions include S&S 
Software’s Dr. Solomon’s Anti- 
Virus Toolkit 7.5, McAfee’s 
NetShield 2.3, and Symantec’s 
Norton AntiVirus 2.0. 

All three programs operate 
as NetWare-loadable mod¬ 
ules and support NetWare 
Directory Services (NDS), so 
you can easily take them on 
and off your network. Net- 
Shield is the most affordable 
of the bunch, Dr. Solomon’s 
offers unique client’ protec¬ 
tion, and Norton Anti-Virus 
is ideal for sites with multiple 
servers and a mixture of PC 
and Macintosh clients. 

Power for a Pittance At 
just $399 for 25 nodes, 
McAfee’s NetShield 2.3 is the 
least-expensive way to protect 
your LAN, and a powerful 
way to do it. Through an 
administrator’s workstation, 
installing and configuring 
NetShield is relatively easy 
because it requires minimal 
user input. NetShield includes 
several components, the most 
important of which is a new 
administration module called 
SiteExpress Lite. This module 
lets you centrally install and 
distribute McAfee’s Virus- 
Scan, which supplies data on 
the latest viruses. NetShield 
also monitors all inbound and 
outbound server traffic to stop 
viruses before they ever enter 
your network. 

Dr. Solomon’s Anti-Virus 
Toolkit 7.5 includes client and 
server programs that work 


together to protect your LAN. 
But there’s just one hitch: Dr. 
Solomon’s is the only one of 
these three programs that uses 
Terminate and Stay Resident 
programs (TSRs) for each client 
on your network. Because it 
runs at all times, Dr. Solomon’s 
constantly checks for viruses, 
but it also takes up valuable sys¬ 
tem resources. It does keep 
server resources free, however, 
which makes for better overall 
server performance. 

Strong Defense Syman¬ 
tec’s Norton AntiVirus 2.0, 
which offers the same clean 
interface and power found in 
other Symantec products, was 
designed for a multiserver 


environment. It includes three 
basic programs for NetWare 
servers and clients. And it’s the 
only one of these three products 
that supports Mac clients, so it’s 
great for cross-platform envi¬ 
ronments. Although it’s expen¬ 
sive, Norton AntiVirus is a 
powerful, full-featured virus- 
protection package. 

Every network ought to 
include virus protection as a 
security measure, and these three 
are good choices for NetWare 
networks. NetShield is a power¬ 
ful, inexpensive option; Dr. 
Solomon’s is a good client-side 
choice; and Norton Anti-Virus 
is ideal for multiserver, cross- 
platform sites. RICH SCHWERIN 
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Dr. Solomon’s 
Anti-Virus 
Toolkit 7.5 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: Unique client-side 
protection makes virus 
checking easy. 

Pros: Powerful analysis 
engine detects unknown 
viruses. 

Cons: The constantly 
running client software hogs 
system resources. 


$1,775 est. street price 
S&S Software Int'l 
(800) 701 -9648, C617) 273-7400 
Reader Service No. 708 

NetShield 2.3 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: Powerful and 
affordable network-virus 
protection. 

Pros: At only $399, it’s by 
farthe most affordable 
network virus protection 
you can buy. 

Cons: Loading virus updates 
via SiteExpress Lite could be 
easier. 


$399 est. street price 
McAfee Associates 
(800) 332-9966, (408) 988-3832 
Reader Service No. 709 


Norton 
AntiVirus 2.0 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: Highly effective, 
cross-platform virus 
protection. 

Pros: Powerful NDS support; 
perfect for multiple-server, 
cross-platform environments. 
Cons: Administration could 
be made easier by grouping 
servers into domains. 


$1,399 est. street price 
Symantec Corp. 
(800)441-7234 
(503)334-6054 
Reader Service No. 710 


irkPoor ☆ Unacceptable 


P R I L 1996 










































It’s your business. 

Who would you trust to back you up? 



Nowdays, businesses of all sizes, everywhere, 
rely on the same precious commodity. Information. 

Customer records, inventory, tax information, 
are the lifeblood of your business. And, while 
most data is safe, a computer virus, human error 
or other catastrophic event, and your data could 
vanish into thin air. 

That’s why it’s so essential to back up. 

Desigmd for The easiest and most reliable way to 
Jll protect your data comes from the company 
m if that everyone trusts. Hewlett-Packard, the 
I wiZk world leader in tape backup. The affordable 


HP Colorado T1000 stores up to 800 MB’ using new 
TRAVAN “ technology. It includes true Windows* 95 
software. One button backup and unattended oper¬ 
ation make it a snap. 

Other Hewlett Packard tape drives range from 
350 MB' up to 24 GB*. So whether you’re backing up 
your PC or your network, HP has a solution for all 
of your storage and backup needs. 

Now there’s no excuse to leave your data un¬ 
protected. Your business depends on it, and you can 
depend on Hewlett-Packard. Visit your dealer, or call 
1-800-826-4111 ext 1296 for more information. 


Circle 178 on reader service card. 













Getting peak performance from your 
jam-packed hard drive just got a lot 
easier. With Travan" minicartridge 
technology, you get a high-capacity, 
affordable personal storage management solution with uncom¬ 
pressed capacities from 400 megabytes to 4 gigabytes. You 
can easily off-load and reload seldom-used files, archive ari 
old information, transfer large documents and back 
up critical data. So your hard drive keeps operating 


at top efficiency. And so do you. It’s one more reason why more 
businesses protect important information on 3M brand data 
storage products than on any other brand. Insist on 3M brand Travan 
minicartridges. Travan drives are available from Aiwa, Conner, 
Exabyte, HP Colorado, Iomega, Pertec, Rexon, Tandberg Data and 
Teac. For technical information, 

^ call 1-800-888-1889, ext. 

2301. Or send e-mail to 
datastorage@mmm.com. 





The Travan solution incorporates 
your computer, a Travan drive, 
uniquely shaped Travan minicartridges 
and software. 



clean it up with the 3M™ Travan minicartridge solution. 


in is a trademark of 3M. © 


Travan minicartridges require compatible drives.Tra 


Grde 102 on reader service card. 
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N©W AVAILABLE F©R WIND®WS®95. 
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CD-RONWhite 


Turn It Up 

T hose whom the gods would destroy, they first give a 
love of music and tin ears. Nothing s so pitiful as a per¬ 
son who would love to make music but has absolutely 
no talent. I should know. Still, what the gods haven’t blessed us 
with, science can sometimes provide. Here are some 
CD-ROMs that let the most unmusical of us enjoy music. 



Music Mania: Check out more than 
100,000 entries in Music Central. 

MUSIC CENTRAL OOOO 

Sure, the name of the song is 
right on the tip of your tongue. A 
lot of good that does you. Give up on those 
decaying brain cells and get Music Central. 
Microsoft has applied the slick, intelligent 
treatment developed in its Cinemania CD to 
a Windows 95/Windows NT disc that cov¬ 
ers popular music from Stephen Foster to 
White Zombie. The huge database of videos 
and reviews lets you search by performer, 
album, or song name. And new reviews on 
the Microsoft Network keep this CD up- 
to-date. If there’s any problem with the disc, 
it’s that it tries to be too evenhanded—a 
whole video is wasted on Donny Osmond. 
I hope, like Cinemania, Music Central will 
grow from almost perfect to a prime exam¬ 
ple of how to make a multimedia CD. 

Music Central / Microsoft / (800} 426-9400, 

(206} 882-8080 / $45 est. street price / 

Reader Service No. 4so 



HU I have absolutely no idea what 
this CD is, really. But I do know this: 
Meet Media Band is one of the most orig¬ 
inal, entertaining Windows CD-ROMs 
I’ve seen. Basically, it’s a collection of 
music, animations, and videos that 
change as you click on different parts of 
the screen. You can combine all of the 
elements and create your own ultracool 
video to show off to friends and cowork¬ 
ers. There’s also a video story, which can 
have 15 different endings, about four 
characters who form a rock band. I never 
figured out the story, but I don’t care. I 
was having too much fun clicking 
willy-nilly to transform the music and 
video into MTV-gone-schizoid. All this 
frenzied activity comes at a high cost, 
though—at least 16MB of RAM is needed 
to run this CD. But the result is 



Huh? We don’t know what Meet 
Media Band is, but we like it anyway. 




mind-blowing. I had to tear myself away 
before I got sucked into this cyberworld, 
never to be heard from again. 

Meet Media Band / Canter Technology / 

(800] 381 -0201, (415] 387-0400 / $50 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 451 


rPW DISCOVERING MUSIC 

0000 

Uh-oh, this one has a manual. 
That’s rare among CDs, but this time you 
need it. Discovering Music is as much for 
the serious music student as Meet Media 
Band is for someone who wants to goof 
off. Discovering Music has two parts. 
One contains music history and theory 
piled high with text and audio examples, 
as well as a music writer that translates 
the different notes you place on a music 
staff into sounds that you can play and 
record. In the other part, a complicated 
software-based sound-mixing board 
makes VCR controls look like a baby’s 
rattle. The closest this disc comes to fool¬ 
ing around is in its Jammin’ Keys section. 
It lets you bang on an onscreen MIDI 
keyboard and drums, and record the 
results. This is a good CD for someone 
who really wants to write music—over 
the head of a dabbler. 


Discovering Music / Voyetra Technologies / 

(800] 233-9377, (914] 966-0600 / $49 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 452 


/a, SOUND SUITE FOR 
klP WINDOWS OOO 

Sound Suite for Windows, also 
from Voyetra, is like Discovering Music, 
only more so. Actually, Sound Suite 
doesn’t contain a section on music histo¬ 
ry, but it makes up for it by packing in 
more technical software for recording, 
editing, and playing MIDI, WAV, and 
video files. Sound serious? It is. If you 
want to do something with multimedia 


OOOOO Let’s rock V roll! OOOO Let’s boogie on down. OOO Let’s boogie 
back up again. OO Let’s get a new stereo. O Let’s forget it. 


pc comput: 
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sound but can’t find the tool for it in 
Sound Suite for Windows, then it proba¬ 
bly can’t be done. 

Sound Suite for Windows / Voyetra Technologies / 
[8003 233-9377, [9143 966-0600 / $99 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 433 


# MORTON SUBOTNICK’S 
MAKING MUSIC 
OOOOO 

Any kid can draw a picture if you give 
them a piece of paper and crayons. Mor¬ 
ton Subotnick wrote this Windows and 
Macintosh CD to give children the same 
natural ease when it comes to composing 
music. Some sections introduce children 
to the idea of rhythm and melody and let 
them create music. Instead of standard 
music notation, Making Music lets kids 
use simple lines in different colors to rep¬ 
resent various sounds. The longer the 
lines, the longer the note is to be held. 
The higher on the screen a line is, the 



Tunes forTots: Making Music brings 
color and fun to music creation. 

higher the pitch. Literally child’s play. 
But this musically inept adult likes to 
play with it, too. 

Morton Subotnick’s Making Music / The Voyager 
Company / (8003 446-2001, (2123 431 -5199 / 

$30 est. street price / Reader Service No. 434 


wowcui SMARTSOUND FOR 

MULTIMEDIA OOOOO 

What’s that you say? You need to 
have a multimedia presentation done this 
afternoon, and it has to be a killer? Well, for 
the visuals you’re on your own, boopsie. 
But don’t sweat the musical background. 
Slip SmartSound For Multimedia into your 
CD-ROM drive, and click on a few buttons 
to tell the program you need an opener, 
segue, background, finale piece, or whatev¬ 
er. You can also describe the type of effect 
you want the music to have, and how long 
the music needs to be. The software does 


the rest and creates a musical score. If you 
want to fiddle with the results, you can use 
the editor to tinker endlessly and piece 
together scores for different sections of 
your presentation. The only easier way to 
create music is by humming. 

SmartSound For Multimedia / Sonic Desktop 
Software / (8003 454-1900, (8183 718-9999 / 

$129 est street price / Reader Service No. 43$ 


. MELODY MAESTRO 


With Melody Maestro you do 
create music by humming. The program is 
similar to SmartSound, but while Smart- 
Sound makes choices from prerecorded 
snippets of music, Melody Maestro gener¬ 
ates original tunes based on programmed 
rules in the CD. The result is that Melody 
Maestro creates a different melody each 
time you ask, even if you don’t change the 
settings. This CD has a wide range of 
music descriptions to choose from, not 
just upbeat tunes. You can also create a 
tune by humming into a microphone 
that’s connected to your sound card. I had 
little success with this approach, however. 
The disc picked up only a few of the notes 
I hummed, regardless of how I twiddled 
with the settings. All humming aside, 
Melody Maestro gives you more options 
than SmartSound does, but at the cost of 
being more complex to use. 


Melody Maestro 2.0 / The Blue Ribbon SoundWorks / 
(8003 226-0212, (7703 392-7490 / $50 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 436 


1 VUSIC OOO 

1 If you are a congenital bottom- 
I crawler in the music world, your 
only hope to enjoy music with your PC 
may be Vusic-The Screen Raver. It’s a 
screen saver with pulsing abstract shapes 
and designs that bounce in rhythm to a 
music CD playing in your CD drive. If 
you’re as much of a loser artistically as you 
are musically, you can also use your mouse 
to doodle with Vusic’s shape brushes. Cute. 
I’m surprised no one thought of this before. 


Vusic-The Screen Raver / Millennium Media Group / 
(8003 892-6848, (2153 625-8888 / $20 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 4J7 


Ml If music soothes the savage 
breast, the people featured in this CD must 
have broken stereos. Mind of a Killer is a 


multimedia look at some of society’s most 
infamous butchers, from Jack the Ripper 
to Jeffrey Dahmer. A lot of the CD is 
hyperlinked text—four complete books— 
but the eeriest parts are the 80 minutes of 
video interviews with the murderers. For 
example, John Wayne Gacy laughs off the 
idea that he would have sex with dead 
bodies—as if that were something no 
respectable serial killer would do. Despite 
expert attempts to explain these killing 
minds, the CD doesn’t really get to their 
souls. But then, what could? 

Mind of a Killer / Cambrix Publishing / 

(8003 992-8781, (8183 992-8484 / $30 est street price / 
Reader Service No. 4$ 8 



Killer Clown: The dossier on John 
Wayne Gacy in Mind of a Killer. 


B THE 11TH HOUR OOOO 

When Virgin Interactive’s The 
7th Guest won a PC Computing 
MVP Award in 1993, we described it as the 
only CD that really gave us the creeps. Its 
long-awaited sequel, The 11th Hour, does 
not have the same spookiness, and I blame 
the expanded use of live-action video. The 
emphasis on animation in The 7th Guest 
left plenty of room for your imagination to 
fill in the details. (And one’s imagination is 
always their worst nightmare.) The video in 
The 11th Hour is a technical break¬ 
through—a large, wide-screen image 
achieved without the use of special hard¬ 
ware. But the video in this DOS game is 
overacted, the worst sin you can commit if 
you’re trying to scare someone; overacting 
turns horror into humor. Video aside, 
there’s plenty on this four-CD set to please 
enthusiasts of The 7th Guest—the same 
deliciously hard riddles, the same eerie art¬ 
work, and the relentlessly threatening 
music. If you’re a fan, go for it. But expect 
to spend too much time as a PC potato. 

The 11th Hour/Virgin Interactive/ (8003 874-4607, 

(7143 833-8710 / $55 est. street price / 

Reader Service No. 439 
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Underneath it all, we’re still the same. 


You may not know the name, but you’ll 
surely recognize the face. Beginning with models 
launched in April, “EIZO” will become the 
brand name on every new Nanao monitor added 
to our line. 

Each one will carry on the legacy of 
quality, innovation and performance 
synonymous with Nanao. In fact, the 
only difference you’ll see is the name 1 
on the front of the bezel and the innova¬ 
tions that consistently put us far ahead of 
competition. 



EIZO monitors will continue to be developed 
and manufactured by Nanao. You can count 
on the same leading edge technology, advanced 
performance and superb construction you’ve come 
to expect under the Nanao brand name. 
For years, Nanao monitors under the 
EIZO brand name have been the lead¬ 
ing choice of discriminating corporate 
business users in Europe. You’ll soon 
ask for them by the same name in the U.S. 

As you can see, the more things change, the 
more they stay the same. 
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PRODUCED BY NANAO 


NANAO 






















• 10,4" SVGA Active Matrix Color Display 
•8MB RAM (40MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• 540MB Removable Hard Drive 
(1.2GB Max) 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery with 
Advanced Power Management 

• 32-bit Local-bus Video, 

1MB Video RAM 

•2 Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 

• 6.2 Pounds 

• Optional Dell Latitude DeskDock™ 
Docking Station Available 

• 1 Year Warranty* 

• Add an external Sony multimedia kit 
with detachable speaker and CD-ROM 
for only $499 more. 


• 10.4“ Dual Scan Color Display 

• 16MB RAM (40MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• 810MB Removable Hard Drive 
(1.2GB Max) 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery with 
Advanced Power Management 

• 32-bit Local-bus Video, 

1MB Video RAM 

• 2 Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 

• 6.2 Pounds 

• Optional Dell Latitude DeskDock 
Docking Station Available 

• 1 Year Warranty 

• Add a 28.8X-Jack modem for 
only $259 more. 


• 10.4" Dual Scan Color Display 

• 8MB RAM (40MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• 540MB Removable Hard Drive 
(1.2GB Max) 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery with 
Advanced Power Management 

• 32-bit Local-bus Video, 

1MB Video RAM 

• 2 Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 

• 6.2 Pounds 

• Optional Dell Latitude DeskDock 
Docking Station Available 

• 1 Year Warranty 

• Triple your RAM to 24MB for 
only $799 more. 


$3599 $3499 $2899 


Business Lease: $107/Mo. 


• 10.4“ Dual Scan Color Display 

• 8MB RAM (40MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• 540MB Removable Hard Drive 
(1.2GB Max) 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery with 
Advanced Power Management 

• 32-bit Local-bus Video, 

1MB Video RAM 

• 2 Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 

• 6.2 Pounds 

• Optional Dell Latitude DeskDock 
Docking Station Available 

• 1 Year Warranty 

• Double your RAM to 16MB for 
only $399more. 


• 10.4" Active Matrix Color Display 

• 16MB RAM (24MB Max RAM) 

• 128KB L2 Cache 

• 810MB Hard Drive 

• $99 More for 2nd NiMH Battery 
(Slides into floppy drive to achieve 
extended battery life) 

• 32-bit Local-bus Video, 

1MB Video RAM 

•2 Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 

• 6.2 Pounds 

• 1 Year Warranty 

• Get a 14.4 X-Jack modem and 
carrying case for only $179 more. 

SYSTEM NOT PICTURED 


• 10.4" Active Matrix Color Display 

• 8MB RAM (24MB Max RAM) 

• 128KB L2 Cache 

• 420MB Upgradeable Hard Drive 
(810MB Max) 

• $99 More for 2nd NiMH Battery 
(Slides into floppy drive to achieve 
extended battery life) 

• 32-bit Local-bus Video, 

1MB Video RAM 

• 2 Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 

• 6.2 Pounds 

• 1 Year Warranty 

• Upgrade to 12MB of RAM 
for only $99 more. 

SYSTEM NOT PICTURED 


The battery life of a Dell® Latitude™ 
XPi notebook is, in relative terms, quite 
large. Something we think you'll 
appreciate when you're at the airport 
and downloading a day's worth of 
e-mails that are awaiting your response. 

In fact, in "Cross Country" 1 " tests 0 
conducted by VeriTest, inc., a leading 
independent test lab, the Dell Latitude 
XPi P75D notebook lasted an average of 
four hours and forty minutes. Of course, 
actual battery life will vary depending on 
the nature and use of your configuration. 

Call us today to order a Dell Latitude 
notebook. You'll work longer. You'll work 
better. All without having to drag a huge 
battery everywhere you travel. 


D«U 


*2199 *2599 *1999 


800 - 241-5856 

In Canada? call 800-839-0148 
Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun 12pm-5pm CT • http://www.us.dell.com/ 


Pricing is not discountable. °The VeriTest Cross-Country v2.0 test simulates typical exec 
flight. Power management was enabled and 8MB RAM was installed. VeriTest, inc. is lo 
please write Dell USA IP., 2214 W. Braker lane, Building 3, Austin, TX 78758. OBusine 
and subject to change without notice. Microsoft, Windows and the Windows logo ar 
registered trademarks of Intel Corporation. ©I 996 Dell Computer Corporation. All rights 


live use of Microsoft Office® applications in Microsoft Windows® 3.11 during an 
Bed in Santa Monica, CA. tFor a complete copy of our Guarantees or Limited Ws 
: leasing arranged by Leasing Group, Inc. *Prices and specifications valid in the I 
registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. The Intel Inside logo and Pen 



















With Diamond's Stealth64 Video Multimedia 
Accelerators, the possibilities are endless. 

Diamond's Stealth64 Video Series is fully optimized 
for Windows® 95. Delivering the next generation 
of Plug and Play VRAM and DRAM acceleration— 
guaranteed to maximize your PCS performance. 
Now the Stealth64 Video Series makes multimedia 
easier than ever with newly enhanced 
Windows 95 drivers and InControl 
Tools productivity software. Add to 
that, two PC Magazine Editors' Choice 
Awards for the Stealth64 Video 
3400XL and the Stealth64 Video 220IXL, and 
you've got everything you need to set your 
Designe^or imagination free. Diamond allows 
.'"Hi you to take full advantage of the 
latest Windows 95 multimedia and 

Microsoft 

Windows95 business applications while getting 
the same award-winning performance you're 


used to. The Stealth64 
Video Series increases 
productivity and boosts 
system performance with 64-bit, blazing 
fast graphics and quick response rates. Plus, 
full-motion, full-screen digital video that won’t 
compromise frame rates or image quality. WhatS 
more, the stellar new Stealth64 
Video 2001 Series provides an 
optional MPEG Video Player 
1100 and TV tuner DTV 1100— 
for a multitude of multimedia 
possibilities. Diamond provides five-year parts and 
labor warranties and 24-hour fax-on-demand and 
online support services. For more information 
and the latest drivers, contact Diamond 
Multimedia at http://www.diamondmm.com. 
And let a Diamond Multimedia Accelerator stretch 
the limits of your imagination. 


24-Hour Fax-On-Demand: 1-800-380-0030 ♦ 1-800-4-MULTIMEDIA 

01995 Diamond Multimedia Systems, Inc., 2880 Junction Avenge, San Jose, CA 95134-1922. *Stealth64 Video VRAM is now known as Stealth64 Videb 3400XL. Windows* is a registered trademark of 
Microsoft Corporation. All other trademarks and registered trademarks are the property of their respective holders. The MPEG Video Player 1100 Series and DTV 1100 Series will be sold separately. 
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ULTIMATE GRAPHICS TOOLKIT 103 

Solutions: Whether you work at home, in a large company, or at a design 104 
studio, we have the answer to your graphics needs. 

Flatbed Color Scanners: Get the best image possible, no 

Color Printers: Turn your work into printed art. 114 

Illustration Software: Create your own designs or edit someone else’s. 122 

Image-Editing Software: Manipulate photos as easily as text. 130 

Essential Design Tools: Utilities, fonts, clip art, and stock photographs. 134 

SCREAMING-FAST VIDEO 147 

PC COMPUTING 101 





What Our Engineers 

HAD IN MIND 
WHEN WORKING 
ON OUR 

NEWEST SCANNER. 


Introducing the 
Agfa StudioScan II. 

Push a button, make a scan. Is 



That’s because StudioScan II was designed for simple 
operation. Two levels of scanning software are built in — easy- 
to-use Agfa FotoSnap and comprehensive Agfa 
FotoLook. Plus, our exclusive, 42-page 
Introduction to Digital Scanning will guide you 
through the scanning process. 

What’s more, every StudioScan II comes complete with 
Agfa FotoTune color management software and our IT-8 reference 
target, along with Adobe PhotoShop'" LE and OmniPage Direct" 1 
OCR software. All in a 400 x 800 ppi, 30-bit, one-pass scanner. 
And all for about $1,000. 

So if you want an easy way to bring a scanner into your 
office, all it takes is the new StudioScan II. And your finger. Call 
1-800-685-4271 to find out more 


AGFA ^ 


really that simple? With the new Agfa StudioScan II, it can be. information on Agfa’: 

Circle 168 on reader service card. 


The complete picture. 








Ultimate 



Graphics 

Toolkit 


F ace it—Picasso you’re not. But in today’s fast-pace, 

competitive markets, the pages you produce have to look 
good. Whether you’re preparing a business proposal, 
dressing up a Web page, or doing prepress publishing 
work, you’ve got to grab your audience’s attention. 

And that means a whole lot more than adding 

boldface highlights and exclamation points. You need quality color, professional-looking 
graphics, and eye-catching typography. 

But when you spring for that costly hardware and high-end graphics software, you 
want to be sure you’re getting the right tools for your job. Choose a product that’s not up 
to the task, and you’ll waste a lot of time trying to coax it beyond its limits. Go for top- 
of-the-line wares, and you may end up with something too complex for your needs—and 
your skill level—leaving you frustrated and annoyed. 

Our superguide steps you through the process of pinpointing your graphics needs and 
matching them to the best products. We start by examining the ways you work, identi¬ 
fying three primary user profiles: small-office, home-office (SOHO); corporate office; 
and design studio. Within each category we present two solutions—one for people who 
can afford the very best and another for the budget-conscious buyer. 

To find the right hardware, we examined 11 color flatbed scanners and 11 color printers in 
PC Computing’s Performance Labs. We also put six popular illustration programs and six lead¬ 
ing image-editing applications through a usability evaluation. Finally, we compiled a resource 
guide to help you locate the graphics utilities, fonts, clip art, and digital stock-photography 
products that will make you more productive. In all, we brought together more than 100 prod¬ 
ucts to choose from. Whether you’re a newcomer or a seasoned professional, our Superguide 
is the perfect place to find the products best suited to your needs. 

BY MARTY BEAUDET 
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Hjj Solutions: The Best Tools for the SOHO User 

C/5 

u 

1 Make a Good Impression 

A homemade image is a big plus for cookies and pies, but it’s the last thing 
you want for your presentations and proposals. Just because you decided to 
set up your own business at home doesn’t mean the work you convey to your 
clients has to be any less professional than what the bigger outfits turn out. 

Thanks to recent strides in technology, no one has to know whether your 
output is the work of a lone genius or a team of professionals. Nor do they 
need to know how much it cost to produce it. Today’s less expensive 
products make you look like a million bucks for only a few thousand. And if 
you want to spend a bit more, you can go head-to-head with the big guys- 



Ideal SOHO Solution: $8,576 


Dell Dimension XPS P166c 

It’s one of the fastest Pentium 
systems we’ve tested (see 
“Desktop Supersystems,” 
March, page 132). This 
166MHz PC comes with 
32MB of RAM, a 17-inch 
monitor, Number Nine’s 
Imagine 128 video accelerator, 
Quantum’s Fireball hard drive, 
and Teac’s six-speed CD- 
ROM drive. Creative Labs’ 
Sound Blaster AWE32 fills out 
the multimedia package. 

Throw in Iomega’s Jaz drive 
($599) with a removable 
storage capacity of 1GB, and 
you’ll store unlimited 
gigabytes of graphics. The 
whole setup costs about $4,800. 


Canon IX-4025 

This scanner has it all. It’s 
fast, compact, easy to use, 
and produces great¬ 
looking scans at an 
incredible price. 

• Price: $590* 

• Color Depth: A 24-bit 
scanner, it recognizes up 
to 16 million colors. 

• Resolution: Real 
resolution is 300 by 600 
dpi; 1,200 dpi is possible 
through software 
interpolation. 

• Software Bundle: Light 
Source’s Ofoto 2.0 and 
Caere’s OmniPage LE 4.0 
OCR software. 

• Options: An automatic 
document feeder for 
$249*. No transparency 
unit. 


Hewlett-Packard 
DeskJet 1600CM 

HP’s printer provides the 
best looking ink-jet output 
at respectable speeds. 

And it’s network ready. 

• Price: $1,999* (as tested). 

• Engine Type: Color 
ink-jet. 

• Resolution: Prints color 
pages at a software- 
enhanced 300 by 300 dpi 
and black pages at 600 by 
600 dpi. 

• Rated Speed: Prints color 
pages at 2 ppm and black 
pages at 8 ppm. 

• PDL Support: PostScript 
Level 2 and PCL 5. 

• Media Size: Accepts 
paper up to legal size (8.5 
by 14 inches). 



Adobe Photoshop 3.0 

Still the best all-around 
image-editing software on 
the market. 

• Price: $549* 

• Uses: Adjusting scanned 
images as well as 
producing artistic and 
special effects with 
included or third-party 
filters. 

Macromedia FreeHand 5 

A full-featured, cross¬ 
platform application 
designed for professional 
illustrators and graphic 
artists. 

• Price: $389 * 

• Uses: Creating full-color 
illustrations with 
numerous easy-to-use, 
vector-based tools and 
special-effects functions. 
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SOHO Profile 


The SOHO user works at home or in a small office, alone or with a 
handful of others. If you fit this profile, you most likely run your 
own business or work as a consultant. Most, if not all, of your 
graphic-design and printing needs are handled 
in-house. You do your own scanning, photo 
retouching, and color printing right 
on your desktop. 


from the comfort of your home office. 

Color flatbed scanners and quality 
color printers, once the domain of 
studios with liberal cash flow, are 
now within reach of the most 
budget-conscious businessperson. 

And while illustration and image-editing software were once the 
exclusive province of professional designers, many of today’s 
applications are geared toward the casual user who needs to produJ 
quality results without the benefit of an art degree. 

Whether you’re on a tight budget or have all the money in the world, 
whether you work at home or in a small office, you’ll find the ideal package 
to meet your graphics needs among the ones we’ve assembled here. 



Budget SOHO Solution: $3,666 



Micron P100 Millennia 

Although faster systems exist, 
this 100MHz Pentium still 
gives you great performance at 
a bargain price. With 16MB of 
RAM, a 15-inch monitor, and 
Diamond’s Stealth64 video 
accelerator with 2MB of EDO 
RAM, it’s well suited to a 
home office’s graphics needs. 

It offers Quantum’s speedy 
1.2GB Fireball hard drive, 
Sanyo’s six-speed CD-ROM 
drive, and Creative Labs’ 
Sound Blaster Vibra 16 audio 
card to round out its 
multimedia components. This 
setup runs about $2,500. For 
an extra $100, you can step up 
to the P133 Millennia. 



Primax DeskScan Color 

This budget three-pass, 
home-office scanner may 
be slow, but it provides 
excellent color at an 
unbeatable price. 

• Price: $399* 

• Color Depth: A 24-bit 
scanner, it recognizes up 
to 16 million colors. 

• Resolution: Real 
resolution is 300 by 600 
dpi; through software 
interpolation, 1,200 dpi is 
possible. 

• Software Bundle: 

FinishingTouch 
image-editing software 
and Xerox’s TextBridge 
OCR software. 

• Options: A transparency 
unit for $399*. No automatic 
document feeder. 



Canon BJC-4100 

If you don’t need 
PostScript, this compact 
ink-jet printer provides 
respectable performance 
and output at a bargain 
price. 

• Price: $369* [as tested). 

• Engine Type: Color 
ink-jet. 

• Resolution: Prints color 
and black-only pages at 
720 by 360 dpi. 

• Rated Speed: Prints color 
pages at just under 1 (0.8) 
ppm and black pages at 
4.5 ppm. 

• PDL Support: Canon 
Native. 

• Media Size: Accepts 
paper up to legal size [8.5 
by 14 inches). 



Corel Photo-Paint 6 

The most image-editing 
muscle you can get for the 
money, Photo-Paint 6 
performs most of the 
tricks Photoshop does. 

• Price: $199.* 

• Uses: Adjusting scanned 
images, plus achieving 
artistic and special effects 
with included or 
third-party filters. 

CoreIXara 
An easy-to-use 
application that lets you 
design great-looking 
graphics in minutes. 

• Price: $199* 

• Uses: Creating simple or 
complex vector-based and 
bit-mapped graphics in full 
color, with or without 3-D 
and transparency effects. 
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Solutions: The Best Tools for the Corporate Office 
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Art That Means Business 

Until recently, most companies contracted graphics jobs out to professional 
art studios. But in the last few years-like it or not-graphics have 
migrated to the desktop. While this gives you more control over the art 
you turn out, it also saddles you with the responsibility of choosing the 
appropriate tools for the job. 

Fortunately, you don’t have to be a trained professional to get high-quality 
results from scanners and printers. Many products today are targeted 
squarely at your business, offering the speed, convenience, and networking 
features you need in the corporate workplace. Their easy installation and 


Ideal Corporate Solution: $13,437 



Micron P150 Millennia 

It’s not the fastest system, but 
this 150MHz Pentium won’t 
slow you down either. With 
32MB of RAM, a 17-inch 
monitor, and Diamond’s 
Stealth64 video accelerator, it 
meets your most demanding 
graphics needs. It offers 
Quantum’s speedy 1.2GB 
Fireball hard drive, Sanyo’s 
six-speed CD-ROM drive, 
plus Creative Labs’ Sound 
Blaster AWE32 audio card. 
Install Iomega’s 100MB 
removable-media Zip drive 
($199), and you’ll have no 
trouble storing large graphics 
files. The whole setup runs 
about $3,500. 



Envisions DynamicPro 30 

This ideal office scanner 
delivers incredible 30-bit 
color at amazing speeds 
for a reasonable price. 

• Price: $1,499.* 

• Color Depth: A 30-bit 
scanner, it recognizes up 
to 1 billion colors. 

• Resolution: Real 
resolution is 600 by 1,200 
dpi; 9,600 dpi is possible 
through software 
interpolation. 

• Software Bundle: No 
third-party software is 
included with this product. 

• Options: A transparency 
unit for $299*. No 
automatic document 
feeder. 



Tektronix Phaser 550 

No other color laser 
printer currently available 
matches the near- 
photo-quality output of 
the Tektronix Phaser 550. 

• Price: $7,500 list 
(as tested). 

• Engine Type: Color laser. 

• Resolution: With 24MB 
of RAM installed, it 
delivers 1,200-by-l,200- 
dpi resolution, nearly that 
of an image setter. 

• Rated Speed: Prints 
color pages at 5 ppm and 
black pages at 14 ppm. 

• PDL Support: PostScript 
Level 2 and PCL 5. 

• Media Size: Accepts 
paper up to legal size (8.5 
by 14 inches). 



Adobe Photoshop 3.0 

Still the best all-around 
image-editing software on 
the market. 

• Price: $549.* 

• Uses: Adjusting scanned 
images as well as 
producing artistic and 
special effects with 
included or third-party 
filters. 

Macromedia FreeHand 5 

A full-featured, cross¬ 
platform application 
designed for professional 
illustrators and artists. 

• Price: $389.* 

• Uses: Creating full-color 
illustrations with 
numerous easy-to-use, 
vector-based illustration 
tools and special-effects 
functions. 
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Corporate Profile 

The corporate user works in a good-size office, most likely in a single 
department or division of a much larger company. If you match this 
profile, you probably work as part of a team, and your scanning 
and color-printing needs are modest. Presentations, ^ 


handouts, and customer or interoffice 
communications make up the bulk of 
your output. 


intuitive interfaces let you pay 
attention to your business rather 
than your office appliances. 

Similar advances have been made 
in graphics software, but unlike 
more-structured spreadsheet and 
word processing packages, these applications offer no ready-made 1 
place to begin. There are no predetermined elements: Shapes, colors, 
photographs, and the like are all left to you to create and organize on 
the page. If you’re not a trained artist, this can be intimidating. Still, thi 
are graphics applications on the market that help simplify the process. 

To get you started, we identified graphics solutions that will give you a 
professional look regardless of your expertise or budget. 



Budget Corporate Solution: $5,748 



SUBSCRIBER SAVINGS CARD 



ANNUAL 

REGULAR 

YOUR 


COVER 

SUBSCRIPTION 

ONE-YEAR 

BONUS STATUS 

PRICE 

PRICE 

RATE 


$47.40 

$24.97 

$16.97 

FREE CD-ROM 


As a new subscriber you are entitled to a reduced rate on 
PC Computing - 68% off the cover price. BONUS: Magic for 
Windows CD-ROM - with a Web browser, Web authoring tools, 
Internet utilities, and some top Windows 95 utilities to super¬ 
charge your system - FREE with your paid subscription. 

□ 1 year (12 issues) just $16.97. YOU SAVE 64%. 

□ 2 years (24 issues) just $29.97. YOU SAVE 68%. 


Address 

City State Zip 

□ Payment enclosed. □ Bill me later. 

Annual newsstand price $47.40. Canadian and foreign add $16.00 per year, U.S. funds only. Canal 
included Please allow up to 30 days tor shipment of first issue. Software requires Windows® 3.1, a 
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Solutions: The Best Tools for the Corporate Office 
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Art That Means Business 

Until recently, most companies contracted graphics jobs out to professional 
art studios. But in the last few years-like it or not-graphics have 
migrated to the desktop. While this gives you more control over the art 
you turn out, it also saddles you with the responsibility of choosing the 
appropriate tools for the job. 

Fortunately, you don’t have to be a trained professional to get high-quality 
results from scanners and printers. Many products today are targeted 
squarely at your business, offering the speed, convenience, and networking 
features you need in the corporate workplace. Their easy installation and 


Ideal Corporate Solution: $13,437 
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Corporate Profile 


The corporate user works in a good-size office, most likely in a single 
department or division of a much larger company. If you match this 
profile, you probably work as part of a team, and your scanning 
and color-printing needs are modest. Presentations, 
handouts, and customer or interoffice 
communications make up the bulk of 
your output. 


intuitive interfaces let you pay 
attention to your business rather 
than your office appliances. 

Similar advances have been made 
in graphics software, but unlike 

more-structured spreadsheet and _ 

word processing packages, these applications offer no ready-made f 
place to begin. There are no predetermined elements: Shapes, colors, 
photographs, and the like are all left to you to create and organize on | 
the page. If you’re not a trained artist, this can be intimidating. Still, tM j 
are graphics applications on the market that help simplify the process.^® 

To get you started, we identified graphics solutions that will give you a 
professional look regardless of your expertise or budget. 



Budget Corporate Solution: $5,748 



Micron P100 Millennia 

Although faster systems exist, 
this 100MHz Pentium still 
gives you great performance 
at a bargain price. With 16MB 
of RAM, a 15-inch monitor, 
and Diamond’s Stealth64 
video accelerator with 2MB of 
EDO RAM, it’s suited to an 
office’s graphics needs. It 
offers Quantum’s speedy 
1.2GB Fireball hard drive, 
Sanyo’s six-speed CD-ROM 
drive, Creative Labs’ Sound 
Blaster Vibra 16 audio card, 
and 3Com’s Ethernet card for 
network connectivity. This 
setup runs about $2,600. For 
an extra $100, you can get the 
P133 Millennia instead. 



Mustek Paragon 1200SP 

It's a bit slower than other 
scanners, but it delivers 
excellent high-resolution 
color for a bargain price. 

• Price: $699* 

• Color Depth: A 30-bit 
scanner, it recognizes up 
to 1 billion colors. 

• Resolution: Real 
resolution is 600 by 1,200 
dpi; 9,600 dpi is possible 
through software 
interpolation. 

• Software Bundle: 
Micrografx’s Publisher LE 
5.0, Maxsoft-Ocron’s 
Wordlinx OCR software, 
and Mustek’s Magic 
Calibrator. 

• Options: A $299* 
document feeder and a 
$299* transparency unit. 

•ESTIMATED STREET PRICE. 



Hewlett-Packard 
DeskJet 1600CM 

This HP printer provides 
the best looking ink-jet 
output at superfast 
speeds. And it's 
network-ready. 

• Price: $1,999* [as tested], 

• Engine Type: Color 
ink-jet. 

• Resolution: Prints color 
pages at a software- 
enhanced 300 by 300 dpi 
and black pages at 600 by 
600 dpi. 

• Rated Speed: Prints color 
pages at 2 ppm and black 
pages at 8 ppm. 

• PDL Support: PostScript 
Level 2 and PCL 5. 

• Media Size: Accepts 
paper up to legal size [8.5 
by 14 inches]. 



CorelDraw 6 

This easy-to-use graphics 
powerhouse meets all 
your office graphics 
needs. 

• Price: $450* 

• Uses: Creating simple or 
complex vector-based 
illustrations in full color. 

Corel Photo-Paint 6 
The most image-editing 
muscle you can get for the 
money, Photo-Paint 6 
performs most of the 
tricks Photoshop does. 

• Price: Free with 
CorelDraw 6 [$199* 
separately], 

• Uses: Adjusting scanned 
images, plus achieving 
artistic and special effects 
with included or third- 
party filters. 
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Solutions: The Best Tools for the Professional Designer 
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Expert Graphics 

Art is your business. Whether you run a small studio or a bustling service 
bureau, your clients pay to see top-notch results. Accurate color is a must, 
and if you settle for second-rate hardware or inadequate software, your 
customers may turn to someone else. 

Until recently, you had only a few, very expensive options in the way of 
color flatbed scanners and color output devices for professional use. The 
entire graphics industry has downsized, however, and today even the most 
serious designers are producing digital wonders on their desktops. The 
computer industry has responded with a flood of affordable desktop-based 


Ideal Studio Solution: $31,065 



Dell Dimension 
XPSPro200 

This Pentium Pro system was 
the fastest in our tests (see 
“Desktop Supersystems,” 
March, page 132). With 64MB 
of RAM, a 21 -inch monitor, 
and Number Nine’s Imagine 
128 video accelerator (with 
4MB of VRAM), it runs 
Windows NT at 200MHz. 
Seagate’s 2.1GB Barracuda 
hard drive, Teac’s six-speed 
CD-ROM drive, and Creative 
Labs’ Sound Blaster AWE32 
sound card are all included. 
For $200, Iomega’s 100MB 
Zip drive lets you exchange 
cartridges. The whole setup 
runs about $7,700. 


Umax PowerLook II 

Speed, color accuracy, 
and resolutions of up to 
9,600 dpi make this a 
top-notch professional 
scanner. A transparency 
unit is included. 

• Price: $3,000.* 

• Color Depth: A 36-bit 
scanner, it recognizes up 
to 68 billion colors. 

• Resolution: Real 
resolution is 600 by 1,200 
dpi; software interpolation 
affords up to 9,600 dpi. 

• Software Bundle: 
Adobe's Photoshop 3.0, 
MetaTool’s Kai’s Power 
Tools SE 3.0, Pixar’s 
Typestry, and Umax’s 
MagicMatch. 

• Options: No automatic 
document feeder. 


Tektronix Phaser 480X 

Provides magnificent color 
photo-quality output. 

• Price: $19,995 list 
(as tested). 

• Engine Type: Dye 
sublimation. 

• Resolution: With this 
technology, 300-by-300- 
dpi is all that’s needed to 
produce quality results. 

• Rated Speed: Tabloid- 
size dye-sublimation 
pages print at 0.31 ppm. 

• PDL Support: PostScript 
Level 2, which satisfies the 
needs of professional 
design studios. 

• Media Size: Accepts 
specially coated paper up 
to 12.6 by 18.3 inches. 


Adobe Photoshop 3.0 

Still the best all-around 
image-editing software on 
the market. 

• Price: Free with Umax’s 
PowerLook II ($549* 
separately). 

• Uses: Adjusting scanned 
images, plus producing 
artistic and special effects 
with included or third- 
party filters. 

Adobe Illustrator 4.1 
This cross-platform 
standard should meet the 
needs of any graphics pro. 

• Price: $370 list. 

• Uses: Creating full-color, 
vector-based illustrations, 
and generating special 
effects with third-party 
plug-ins like MetaTool’s 
KPT Vector Effects. 




108 


PRIL 1996 









Studio Profile 

The studio user is an artist, prepress technician, or other graphics 
professional. If you fit this profile, graphics are the heart and soul of 
your business. You most likely work in a service bureau or 
studio, and you design original art or prepare prepress^i^' 
work for a variety of clients. Precise scans and f jMJk 
accurate color are essential to your work. 


solutions. Lower production costs 
and faster turnaround times make 
your business more competitive. 

But before you can turn out eye¬ 
catching graphics, you must create 
them. As a professional, you know what 

you’re doing, but does your software? Not every bargain illustration or | 
image-editing package can bring your ideas to life. Choose the wrong 1 
one, and you’ll need more than a few workarounds to get what you want 
from it. If you require professional results, you must choose carefully. 

Our Superguide is designed to help. In the scenarios outlined below, we 
put together an ideal package for the graphics professional as well 
as a budget solution for those with a limited amount of cash. 



Budget Studio Solution: $11,372 



Microtek ScanMaker III 

A lower interpolated 
resolution than that of 
Umax’s PowerLookll 
doesn’t hurt this scanner’s 
output. A transparency 
unit is included. 


Micron P133 Millennia 

It’s not the fastest, but this 
133MHz Pentium system 
gives you the performance you 
need at an affordable price. 
With 32MB of RAM, a 
17-inch monitor, and 
Diamond’s Stealth64 video 
accelerator with 2MB of EDO 
RAM, it’s well prepared to 
handle typical graphics needs. 
It also offers Western Digital’s 
1.6GB Caviar hard drive, 
Sanyo’s six-speed CD-ROM 
drive, and Creative Labs’ 
Sound Blaster Vibra 16 audio 
card. If you need network 
options, add a 3Com Ethernet 
card for $120. The complete 
setup runs about $3,500. 


• Price: $1,999.* 

• Color Depth: A 36-bit 
scanner, it recognizes up 
to 68 billion colors. 

• Resolution: Real 
resolution is 600 by 1,200 
dpi; 2,400 dpi is possible 
through software 
interpolation. 

• Software Bundle: 
Adobe’s Photoshop 3.0 
and Caere’s OmniPage LE 
OCR software. 

• Options: An automatic 
document feeder for 
$400*. 


Fargo Pictura310e 

If you can settle for slower 
output, you’ll get thermal 
wax and dye sublimation 
for an incredible price. 

• Price: $4,995* fas tested). 

• Engine Type: Thermal 
wax and dye sublimation. 

• Resolution: This printer’s 
300-by-300-dpi resolution 
is not discernible in the 
continuous-tone 
dye-sublimation mode. 

• Rated Speed: Prints 0.25 
ppm in thermal-wax mode 
and 0.09 ppm in dye- 
sublimation mode. 

• PDL Support: PostScript 
Level 2. 

• Media Size: Accepts 
paper up to tabloid-extra 
size [12 by 20 inches). 



Macromedia xRes 2.0 

The remarkably fast xRes 
is the perfect complement 
to Adobe’s Photoshop, 
and it handles larger files. 

• Price: $489.* 

• Uses: Adjusting scanned 
images as well as creating 
special effects with 
included orthird-party 
filters. 

Macromedia FreeHand 5 

A full-featured, cross¬ 
platform application 
designed for professional 
illustrators and artists. 

• Price: $389* 

• Uses: Creating full-color 
illustrations with 
numerous easy-to-use, 
vector-based illustration 
tools and special-effects 
functions. 
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Reviews: Flatbed Color Scanners 


Instant Image Capture 


If you’re serious about graphics, you’ve got to have 
a color flatbed scanner, no two ways about it. But 
choosing the right one can be tricky. We looked at 
24-bit, 30-bit, and 36-bit scanners, and found that a 
few extra bits can make a world of difference. To 
help you pick the best product for your needs, we 
identified the ideal scanner choices for the small or 
home office, for the corporate workplace, and for 
the design studio in the Decision Maker on page 112. 

Scanner Options, Bit by Bit The 24-bit scan¬ 
ners, which you can pick up for less than $700, fit 
both the requirements and the budget of a small or 
home'office. We tested four: Canon’s IX-4025, 
Envisions’ 8800S, Primax’s DeskScan Color, and 
Tamarack’s ArtiScan Pro 6000C. 

For corporate office use, we put five 30-bit scanners 
to the test: Envisions’ DynamicPro 30, Epson’s ES- 
1200C, Flewlett-Packard’s ScanJet 4c, Mustek’s 
Paragon 1200SP, and Pacific Image Electronics’ 
ScanAce II. These five scanners add a lot of color: 30- 
bit scanners can handle more than a billion colors. 

Finally, we looked at two industrial-strength 
scanners for design studios, which recognize up to 
68 billion colors: Umax’s PowerLook II and 
Microtek’s ScanMaker III. 

Color and Speed Count Predictably, the higher 
the scanner’s color depth (measured in bits), the bet¬ 
ter the image quality was. All of the 30-bit scanners 
delivered comparable color quality, despite a wide 
range in price. Of the 36-bit scanners, Umax’s 
PowerLook II gave the best color results. But in the 
24-bit group, it was the least expensive scanner— 
Primax’s DeskScan Color—that got top honors 



suaiineis can i ueai me speeu, miaye 

quality, and value of Canon’s 24-bit IX-4025. 


from our jury testers for color quality. 

Speeds varied widely among the scanners. The 24- 
bit scans from the DeskScan Color were accurate, but 
this three-pass scanner took six times as long as 
Canon’s and Envisions’ scanners. Yet the scan quality 
of the faster units nearly matched that of the Primax. 

Among the 30-bit and 36-bit scanners, which also 
had a wide range of times, the best scans arrived 
fastest: Envisions’ DynamicPro 30 was twice as fast as 
the other 30-bit offerings, and it captured the best 
color. The same was true of Umax’s PowerLook II. It 
just goes to show that you don’t always need to trade 
image quality for performance gains. All things con¬ 
sidered, though, the eyeball test is what really counts. 


Eye-Pleasing Color Scans 


How Many Bits? The 

primary factor that sets 
high-end, midrange, and 
low-end scanners apart is 
color depth-measured in 
bits. The higher the bit 
count, the more colors a 
scanner can recognize. 
While most images don’t 
contain millions of colors, 
a wider range results in 
greater accuracy. 



24 Bits: Canon’s IX-4025 
scanner can capture up to 
16.7 million colors. 



30 Bits: Envisions’ 
DynamicPro 30 registers 
1 billion colors. 



36 Bits: Your eyes can’t 
see all 68 billion hues of 
Umax’s PowerLook II. 
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Top Flatbed Color Scanners 




9 

if/ 

Bundled 

Software 

Transparency 

Unit 


1 24-Bit Scanners 

Price* 

Verdict 

ggjgjg Canon IX-4025 

SB [800) 423-2366 

IBies 1 t1I Reader Service No. 712 

$590 1 

16.7 million 
colors 

300 by 600 
dpi/1,200 by 
1,200 dpi 

Light Source 

Ofoto 2.0, Caere 
OmniPage LE 4.0 

Optional 

$249 

☆☆☆☆ft 

The best overall value. Fast, 
compact accurate, and 
easy to use. 

Envisions 8800S 

[800)365-7226 

Reader Service No. 71) 

$699 1 

16.7 million 
colors 

400 by 8,000 
dpi/6,400 by 
6,400 dpi 

Adobe 

Photoshop 3.0 

Optional 

$199 

☆ftftft 

Best scan resolution and nearly 
as fast as the Canon. Highly 
customizable drivers. 

Primax DeskScan Color 

[800)338-3693 

Reader Service No. 714 

$399 3 

16.7 million 

300 by 600 
dpi/1,200 by 
1,200 dpi 

Finishing Touch 1.1, 
Xerox TextBridge 

Optional 

$399 

☆☆☆ 

Low price and dazzling color, 
but slow performance. 

Tamarack ArtiScan Pro 6000C 

[800) 598-3918 

Reader Service No. 717 

$539 ,3 

16.7 million 

600 by 600 
dpi/4,800 by 
4,800 dpi 

Adobe Photoshop 

LE, Readlris OCR 

Optional 

$425 

☆ft 

Easy to set up, but sluggish 
and produces only 
fair results. 


gggjg Envisions DynamicPro 30 

[Sgjpl [800)365-7226 

BeBB Reader Service No. 716 

$1,499 1 

1 billion 

600 by 1,200 
dpi/9,600 by 
9,600 dpi 


Optional 

☆☆☆☆ft 

Twice as fast as the other 30-bit 
scanners, and delivers the best 
color fidelity. Well worth the price. 

Epson ES-1200C 

(800)289-3776 

$1,200 1 : :: 

1 billion 
colors 

600 by 600 
dpi/4,800 by 
4,800 dpi 

Adobe Photoshop 

2.5, MetaTools Kai’s 
Power Tools 3.0 

Optional 

$679 

☆☆☆ft 

Results are about as good as 
the DynamicPro 30’s-for less 
money-but they take longer. 

Hewlett-Packard 

ScanJet 4c 

[800)722-6538 

Reader Service No. 717 

$995 1 

1 billion 
colors 

600 by 600 
dpi/2,400 by 
2,400 dpi 

Corel Photo-Paint 5, 
Caere OmniPage 
LE,Visioneer 
PaperPort Viewer 

Optional 

$650 

☆☆☆ft 

Fine color and line art; 
speedy previews. 

Mustek Paragon 1200SP 

[800)468-7835 

Reader Service No. 718 

$699 1 

1 billion 
colors 

600 by 1,200 
dpi/9,600 by 
9,600 dpi 

Micrografx Picture 
Publisher LE 5.0, 
Maxsoft-Ocron 
Wordlinx OCR 

Optional 

$299 

☆☆☆ 

You get what you pay for: 
fine color, but middling 
performance. 

Pacific Image 

Electronics ScanAce II 

[800)909-9996 

Reader Service No. 7/9 

$599 1 

1 billion 

600 by 600 
dpi/1,200 by 
4,800 dpi 

Ulead ImagePals Go 

Optional 

$496 

ftftft 

Pleasing color, but average 
performance and price. 


PKommin™ Umax PowerLook II 

Fpfl [800)562-0311 

IbbstI Reader Service No. 720 

$3,000 1 

68 billion 
colors 

600 by 600 
dpi/9,600 by 
9,600 dpi 

Adobe Photoshop 

3.0, PixarTypestry, 
MetaTools Kai’s 
PowerToolsSE3.0 

Built in 

☆☆☆☆ft 

Excellent all around. Worth its 
high cost, if your budget allows. 

Microtek ScanMaker III 

(800)654-4160 

Reader Service No. 72 / 

$1,999 1 

•ESTIMATED STREET 

68 billion 
colors 

600 by 1,200 
dpi/2,400 by 
2,400 dpi 

1 CONFIGURATION. 

Adobe Photoshop 

3.0, Caere OmniPage 
LE 4.0 

Built in 

☆☆☆ft 

Stellar color and performance, 
and laden with software, but 
low resolution. 


kfaMck Excellent kkkk Good 'tcfck Acceptable 'kb Poor ★ Unacceptable 
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Final Analysis: Fast, Easy Color-Image Capture 


Color Scanner Smarts 


The scanners we tested range from less than $400 to 
$3,000. What’s the common thread? Color input— 
but speed and color accuracy are what set them 
apart. Fortunately, you might not have to spend a 
lot to get great scans in a hurry. 

If you’re looking for an inexpensive scanner for 
your home office, Primax’s DeskScan Color is a 
good bet, but it’s slow. Canon’s somewhat more 
expensive IX-4025 has it all: pleasing color, sharply 
defined lines, speed, and a small size. 

In a corporate setting, color quality and perfor¬ 
mance are even more important. Graphics-intensive 
departments need to crank out high-quality images 
fast for Dilbert-style managers who wanted them 
yesterday. For resolution and color quality, all the 
30-bit scanners were even in our jury’s judgment; 
only Envisions’ DynamicPro 30 and Epson’s ES- 
1200C produced results in short order. Even then, the 
DynamicPro 30 was twice as fast as the ES-1200C. 

In a service bureau or design studio, paying clients 
always demand perfect scans, and they usually want 


them in a hurry. So it’s no surprise that you have to 
pay more for a scanner that gives you the combina¬ 
tion of high speed and professional quality. Umax’s 
PowerLook II, which produced marginally better 
results than Microtek’s ScanMaker III, got the job 
done more than twice as fast. 

Of course, since your principal interaction with a 
scanner is through software, programs that come 
bundled with the scanner are also a key factor to 
consider. While most of these packages provide lim¬ 
ited editions of image-editing and OCR programs, 
both 36-bit scanners come with a full version of 
Adobe’s Photoshop, a $549 value.. When you’re 
ready to buy, be sure to inquire about bundled 
options: They are subject to change and can add 
value to your scanner purchase, especially if you plan 
to buy the bundled software anyway. 


Bill Fields designs and writes copy for sites on the 
World Wide Web. He has been evaluating scanners 
for corporate purchases for more than six years. 







PowerLook 


Microtek ScanMaker III 
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CorelDRAW 6 SWEEPS 
COMDEX GRAPHICS AWARDS! 



"CorelDRAW satisfies the productivity hungry... 
While Draw continues to be the most feature-rich 
and flexible illustration program for Windows (or 
perhaps for any platform), as well as the best value, 
it's good to see Corel delivering a more productive 
and accurate tool to their professional users." 


"Corel has established and 
maintained a leadership role 
as the result of a savvy 
combination of 
technical 
innovation, 
generous software 
bundling and 
aggressive pricing." 


"Corel continues to lead the pack 
with native Windows®95 
applications and will usher in the age 
of the graphics suite... Corel has 
made significant Windows 95-related 
feature enhancements and additions 
to CorelDRAW 6, including better 
interface consistency, across all the 
applications included in 
CorelDRAW 6, faster output and 
redraw, and multithreading." 



WaWensoftware 

1 “800-80Q-00EB 

Call lor the store nearest you! 




cm 


*US$ plus applicable ti 


Circle 127 on reader service card. 
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Reviews: Color Printers 


Output with Impact 

Color gets results. Audiences remember color, and 
color sets you apart from your competitors. Making the 
decision to buy a color printer is the easy part—decid¬ 
ing on the best printer for you requires a closer look. 

If you need color but can’t spend much money, an 
ink-jet printer is your best choice. If you need a 
printer that can also serve as your everyday black- 
and-white printer, a color laser will best fill that bill. 

Finally, if only the best output will do, you need a 
thermal-wax or dye-sublimation printer. In all cases, 
it’s important that the printer support the PostScript 
Level 2 page description language (PDL), which is 
used by many graphics applications. 

Ink Jet You don’t have to break the bank to get 
great-looking color. In fact, you can get Canon’s BJC- 
4100 ink jet for under $400. While its output quality 
wasn’t as impressive as that of the other printers we 
tested, it’s hard to beat the price. Like other color ink- 
jets, the BJC-4100’s average cost per page is a bit more 
than that of color lasers. Hewlett-Packard’s DeskJet 
1600CM is a great ink-jet printer for those who might 
not be ready to pay the high price of a color laser 
printer. The DeskJet gives you great-looking text and 
graphics at speeds faster than other ink-jet competi¬ 
tors, and network connections are included. 

Laser A color laser printer is the best way to go if 
you demand low-cost, high-speed, high-quality output. 

Not only do you get an everyday laser printer, but 
also you reap the benefits of color. Tektronix’s new 
Phaser 550 serves any department well with its beauti¬ 
ful output, fast speeds, and built-in network connectiv¬ 
ity. In addition, the Phaser 550 offers resolution of 1,200 
dots per inch at a per-page cost of just 19 cents. 



Best Overall: Tektronix’s Phaser 550 color 
laser generates high-res output with colors 
nearly as rich as a dye-sub printer’s. 

Thermal Wax and Dye Sublimation Graphics 
professionals are in a class by themselves, and so are the 
printers they require. General Parametrics’ Spectra Star 
280 is a versatile thermal-wax printer that produces out¬ 
put well suited for presentation graphics and color com¬ 
posites, although the output speed was slow in our tests. 

If photorealistic output is a top priority for you, you 
owe it to yourself to spend the money (about $20,000 
including extra memory) on Tektronix’s Phaser 480X. 
Keep in mind, however, that dye sublimation isn’t as 
versatile as other technologies, so you sacrifice quality 
in text output. The special coated paper that dye-sub 
printers require pushes the total cost per tabloid-size 
page as high as $8 to $10 dollars. KYLA K. CARLSON 


An Eye for Print Quality 


Ink, Toner, or Dye? The 

substance on the paper 
differs with each of the 
printer technologies 
represented here. Color 
accuracy, saturation, and 
durability vary as well, with 
color-laser technology 
giving the best overall 
results. The dye-sub 
output seen here requires 
special coated paper. 



InkJet: HP’s DeskJet 
1600CM shines for far less 
than a color laser. 



Laser: Lexmark's Optra C 
produced smooth colors 
true to our original image. 



Dye Sub: Tektronix’s 
Phaser 480X yields 
near-photo-quality output. 
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Top Color Printers 




4 

# 

/ 

Maximum 
Paper Size 

Languages 

Supported 


H Ink Jet 

| Price* 



Verdict 

Hewlett-Packard 
b|V DeskJet 1600CM 

wiCT (8003 752-0900 

Reader Service No. 722 

$1,999 

2 color, 

8 black 

6MB/70MB 

300 by 300 
dpi color, 
600 by 600 
dpi black 

8.5 by 14 
inches (A4) 

PostScript 

Level 2, PCL 5 

☆☆☆☆☆ 

The best-looking ink-jet 
text quality you’ll find, and 
blazinglyfast. 

Canon BJC-4100 

(8003423-2366 

Reader Service No. 723 

$369 

0.8 color, 
4.5 black 

64K/64K 

720 by 

360 dpi 

Oegal) 

8.5 by 14 
inches Oegal) 

Canon Native 

irtrtrk 

Not the best output, but solid 
performance for the budget¬ 
conscious user. 

Tektronix Phaser 140 

(8003835-6100 

Reader Service No. 724 

$1,495 

list 

1 color 
and black 

8MB/24MB 

360 by 

360 dpi 

8.5 by 22 
inches (custom) 

PostScript 

Level 2 

☆☆☆☆ 

Consistently the slowest printer 
in the bunch, but output is crisp 
and bright. 

Lexmark Jetprinter 

4079 plus 

(8003891-0331 

Reader Service No, 723 

$2,699 

1 color, 

1.7 black 

4MB/36MB 

360 by 

360 dpi 

11 by 17 
inches (tabloid) 

PostScript 

Level 2, PCL 5 

Pricey, and text is a bit blurry, 
but graphics output is superb. 

■ Laser 

_ 

Tektronix Phaser 550 

Vy (8003835-6100 

Ipesm Reader Service No. 726 

$8,190 

list 

5 color, 

14 black 

24MB/72MB 

1,200 by 
1,200 dpi 

8.5 by 14 
inches Oegal) 

PostScript 

Level 2, PCL 5 

TWnWbSr 

Higher resolution still translates 
to ultraclean output, and 
performance is snappy. 

Lexmark Optra C 

(8003891-0331 

Reader Service No. 727 

$6,899 

3 color, 

12 black 

32MB/64MB 

600 by 

600 dpi 

11 by 17 
inches (tabloid) 

PostScript 

Level 2, PCL 5 

'irictrk 

High speeds and good-looking 
output, particularly with 
photographs. 

QMS magicolorCX 

(8003523-2696 

Reader Service No. 728 

$6,499 

12 black 

20MB/64MB 

600 by 

600 dpi 

8.5 by 14 
inches Oegal) 

PostScript 

Level 2, PCL 5 

☆☆☆ 

Fast, with a competitive price, 
but only average output quality. 

Xerox XPrint 4920 

(8003349-3769 

Reader Service No. 724 

$7,195 

3 color, 

12 black 

16MB/48MB 

600 by 

600 dpi 

8.5 by 14 
inches Oegal) 

PostScript 

Level 2, PCL 5 

Output quality can't match 
the competition’s, even though 
the price is higher. 

■ wax/Dye Sub 

_ 

General Paramedics 
"VjH Spectra Star 280 

IBIWI (8003223-0999 

Reader Service No. 730 

$3,299 

2 color 
and black 

10MB/32MB 

300 by 

600 dpi 

8.5 by 12 
inches 
(perforated 
letter) 

PostScript 

Level 2 

☆☆☆☆ 

Good multipurpose thermal- 
wax printer that handles text 
: and graphics with ease. 

Fargo Pictura310e 

(8003327-4622 

Reader Service No. 731 

$4,995 

0.25 

thermal, 
0.09 dye 
sub 

0MB/0MB 

(host-based 

memory) 

300 by 

300 dpi 

12 by 20 
inches (B/A3 
Super Size) 

PostScript 

Level 2 

☆☆☆ 

Need dye-sub and thermal-wax 
output from a single printer? For 
a low price tag, this one gives 
you both. 

Tektronix Phaser 480X 

(8003835-6100 

Reader Service No. 732 

$19,995 

list 

0.31 color 
and black 

96MB/ 

112MB 

300 by 

300 dpi 

12.6 by 18.3 
inches (tabloid 

PostScript 

Level 2 

☆☆☆ 

Hefty price and slow printing, but 
for dye-sub output you won’t find 
better quality. 


•ESTIMATED 

STREET PRICE 

OF TESTED CONFIGURATION UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE. 




•Mrtrtrfr Excellent kirtrir Good kkk Acceptable -kit Poor ★ Unacceptable 
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Final Analysis: InkJet, Laser, or Dye Sub? 


Picture-Perfect Color 


Deciding on a color printer is easy, but choosing the 
right one isn’t. You can spend less than $400 or as 
much as $20,000. If you need to keep costs down and 
you don’t need portrait-quality output, consider an 
ink-jet printer. If money is no object, you can spend a 
lot more and get a lot more: faster speeds and higher- 
quality output from color lasers or photorealism from 
a dye-sublimation printer. 

Once you purchase a printer, however, you’re not 
done spending money. Maintenance and cost-per- 
page printing prices sneak up on you. Color laser- 
printer output costs the least—about 20 cents per page 
with text and graphics. Ink-jet output is a bit more 
expensive, and for the best output you need special 
paper, which is much more expensive than everyday 
stock. Dye-sublimation printers cost a fortune in out¬ 
put because they require special paper that makes the 
total average cost about $4 per letter-size page. 

If ink-jet technology is sufficient for your require¬ 
ments, consider Hewlett-Packard’s network-ready 
DeskJet 1600CM or Canon’s low-cost BJC-4100. The 


DeskJet offers stunning output and speeds faster than 
that of other printers in its price range. Although 
much slower, the BJC-4100 is very inexpensive. Raid 
your petty-cash box to buy it and no one will notice. 

Tektronix’s Phaser 550 gets the nod in the color- 
laser arena. Its output quality was unmatched by any 
of its competitors. It’s as fast as a monochrome laser, 
and its price includes network connectivity. 

Finally, when only the very best will do for photo¬ 
graphic output, look no further than Tektronix’s 
Phaser 480X dye-sub printer. It won’t win speed or 
budget awards, but its dazzling output will impress 
the most discriminating user. If the budget is tight, 
consider a thermal-wax printer: General Parametrics’ 
Spectra Star 280 will fill most office needs. 

No matter which technology you choose, one 
thing is certain: When you make the switch to color, 
your work will be noticed and remembered. That 
advantage alone may justify the extra cost. 


Lab testing by Scott Naylor and Ibrahim Gul. 


DECISION MAKER 


CHOOSE THE RIGHT COLOR PRINTER FOR YOUR NEEDS 


1 Identify your working Choose the factor 

environment. that’s most important. 
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Hit the road with 
the affordable 
Slimnote 8 Series 

Now's the time to pack multimedia 
power with you when you're on the move. 
Because it's never been more affordable. 



Features 

■ 75 or 120MHz Intel Pentium" Processor 

■ 10.4" or 11.3" Super VGA display 

■ TV-out port 

■ Full docking capability 


Twinhead's Slimnote 8 Series delivers 
price-performance no other notebook can 
equal. Ask experts like PC Computing and 
New Media and they'll tell you Slimnotes 
are packed with all the features you need. 


"Twinhead's Slimnote 875 TX 
packs more features than any 
portable PC we've seen... we 


■ Memory expansion to 64Mb 

■ Lithium ion battery technology 

■ 4X CD-ROM drive 

■ Removable hard disk drive 

■ Stereo audio with two speakers 


They're equipped with quad speed CD-ROM 
drives, PCI graphic capabilities and a 
long-lasting lithium battery. Open 
preloaded Windows '95 and you'll view a 
color rich screen. You'll hear your audio in 
16-bit stereo sound. 


would recommend it as a 
desktop replacement , thanks 
to it's multimedia prowess 
and rich feature set..." 


Slimnote 8 offers a level of performance 
and value that can only be delivered 
by a true manufacturer. All of our Slim¬ 
notes are backed with our exclusive 
ExpressCare program, providing you with 
48-hour service and toll-free support! 


— PC Computing, August 1995 

PCComputing 

★ ★★★ 1 /2 


Twinhead Corporation 
1537 Centre Pointe Drive 
Milpitas, CA 95035 
Tel: 408.945.0808 
Fax: 408.945.1080 




livini 


■ PCI bus architecture 


Cash in on portable multimedia power with 
the notebook that squeezes nicely into 
your budget. Call Twinhead toll-free today 
for a reseller near you. 

1 - 800 - 995-8946 « 
1 - 800 - 552-8946 (East) 
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pplause before you even speak 


Microsoft PowerPoint for Windows 95. 



Now you can walk into any business meeting, both formal and informal, knowing you will 
make your point in a compelling way. Microsoft® PowerPoint® helps 
speak with confidence, whether it’s in a one-to-one status meeting 
with paper handouts, a speech with 35mm slides, or a remote on¬ 
screen presentation shared simultaneously with clients and 
coworkers a thousand miles away. You build your case screen-by- 
screen, you know all the points you want to make will appear, you use 
all the power and flexibility of PowerPoint to add drama and impact 
to your message. Sentences appear on-screen by paragraph, word, or 
character to add emphasis where needed. Images can build in sequence. Specific points can 
be accompanied by sound, images, and video. With PowerPoint, you not only appear 
professional and prepared, you make your point in a more persuasive, a more compelling way. 


Step-by-step, the software helps you build the presentation. • 

It shows you how to use the program. It helps you communicate more persuasively. 


PowerPoint does the hard work of pulling the presentation together for you. Select from topics 
such as selling a product or writing a business plan, and the program will suggest an 
outline, design, and format for your presentation. The AutoContent Wizard will tailor 
your message according to how much time you have and the type of output you wish to 
generate (35mm slides, paper handouts, on-screen presentations). StyleChecker will 
help you avoid presentation mishaps by checking for readability and common mistakes 
in spelling or punctuation. And to add visual impact, AutoClipArt will scan for key words 
and suggest appropriate clips or images. If you have questions at any time, ask the Answer 
Wizard for help. You type in a question, and it will walk you through the task step-by-step. When your 
presentation is built, you can preview and edit how it will look in black-and-white print outs, and then use 
the Pack and Go Wizard to automatically package it on disks so you can take it on the road. 



Microsoft 










In both face-to-face meetings and remote presentations, 
PowerPoint puts you in command of the situation. 



Even if your audience is on the other side of the world, you can still be in control. Presentation Conferencing 
lets you deliver and review your message with remote workgroups over a network. During the discussion stage, 
you can use the Slide Navigator to select specific slides from the presentation to reinforce 
the points you want to make, to answer spontaneous questions. And to make sure 
your meetings lead to constructive action, the Meeting Minder lets you take notes, 
record the minutes of a meeting, and assign action items on the spot. From start to 
finish, from building your case to making your point, Microsoft PowerPoint helps you 
prepare, helps you speak with confidence, helps you make the most of any meeting. 


(-**Z) 
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vantage of Windows 95. 

Microsoft Poweffojnt is designec^P^ork hand-in-hand with windows 95 technology like 
multitasking4*multi-threadl%. (Now you can keep working 'While your presentation is 
printing.) tt ws&pSsigned to integrate seamlessly with |he other programs in Microsoft Office. 
Togetherjtjfe progrjfis and the simplified user M|jfnace of Windows, 95 make computing 
fundamsfit^y easier. They make it easier for ydjp ffocus oin your work, notion your software. 
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to guide 

your project down a clear path 



Microsoft Project for Windows 


Now you can manage projects more simply, more smoothly, by communicating pro. 
as it occurs. With Microsoft® Project you can convey project status quickly and 
your boss, customers, and coworkers are always in the loop. From sharing task 
and responsibilities, to letting people know about changes and the impact they’ 
the deadline, you have the tools to organize your projects into manageable steps 
them moving in the right direction. Microsoft Project unlocks the doors of communication 
and gives you the power to navigate the most efficient route to a successful end 


Graphical views let teammates visualize where the project is going. •' 

With Microsoft Project you can display project data in ways that everyone can understand. Great-looking 
Gantt Charts integrate text, timelines and graphical bars so everyone can see start and finish dates, inter¬ 
dependencies and task assignments. Throughout your project, you can also use a 
Monthly Calendar report to share your plan in, a format that’s clear and easy to 
read. And since Microsoft Project shares many of the same key commands 
with other Office applications, it will be easy to create schedules and reports. 
But if at any time you need help, type in a question and the Answer Wizard 
gives you the information you need. Microsoft Project helps you illustrate 
every phase of your project so you and your team keep your goals in sight. 



Microsoft 


i 


To see an autodemo and more, go to http://www.microsoft.com/msoffice. Or call 800-426-9400. 

•Microsoft Project works with Microsoft Mail, cc: Mail,' M Lotus Notes* and the Microsoft Exchange Inbox for Windows 95. © 1995 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. Microsoft, 
Windows, and the Windows logo are registered trademarks and the Windows Start logo and Where do you want to go today? are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation, cc: Mail Is a 














Keep everyone moving on the same track with open lines of communication. 



| Microsoft Project is completely integrated with a wide range of e-mail systems' and Schedule+ 
Iso that with a single click, changes and additions are immediately distributed to and from 
I teammates. Assignments, task changes, and progress can be communicated and upda*-"* 
■Without ever reentering information, so you save time and eliminate mistakes. And because 
| Microsoft Project is a member of the Office family, sharing data between programs is easy 
j For example, you can start building a schedule by simply dragging a task list out of Microsoft 
I Excel and dropping it directly into your Microsoft Project plan. You keep communication clear 
land information consistent and your project continues to move exactly the way you planned 


r 


Now yop cpn take full advantage of Windows 95. 


Microsoft Projects the World’s best selling project management software 
| and now is optimized to work hand-in-hand with the 32-bit performance, 
advanced multitasking, and simplified user interface of the Windows® 95 
operating system. Together, they help open the lines of communication. 
Together* they help you enhance the way you manage your projects. , 





Reviews: Illustration Software 
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Illustrate Your Point 


A picture may be worth a thousand words, but in a 
competitive business environment, that picture could 
easily be worth a thousand dollars as well. That’s where 
illustration software comes in. Even if you use only 
clip art, chances are you’ll still need to fiddle with it— 
changing colors or modifying an illustration—to make 
it fit your needs. So what tools do you use? 

If performance, features, and professional results 
are what you’re after, the answer is Macromedia’s 
FreeHand 5.0. This 32-bit drawing application— 
which has versions for Windows 3.x, 95, and NT, as 
well as for the Macintosh—is a long-standing 
favorite among graphics professionals. FreeHand is 
remarkably easy to use, even though it offers expert 
tools (such as editable gradient color blends and 
built-in trapping controls). For instance, to change 
an object’s color, you need only drag a swatch from 
the color palette onto the object. 

Longtime rival Adobe’s Illustrator 4.1 is also a pos¬ 
sibility, though it was available only in a 16-bit version 
at this writing. (Watch for a 32-bit version for Windows 
95 and NT to be released soon.) In addition, while 
Illustrator is still an extremely powerful professional 
design tool, it’s more difficult to master than FreeHand. 
And unlike its competitors, Illustrator comes with a 
meager selection of fonts and clip art. 

If you’re concerned about price and don’t care about 
cross-platform compatibility, Corel’s CorelDraw 6 is 
your answer. (However, if you’re still using Windows 



Easy Interface: Macromedia’s FreeHand 5.0 
puts all its tools on floating palettes. 



3.x, you need CorelDraw 5.) Rivaling FreeHand in fea¬ 
tures and ease of use, CorelDraw 6 offers an incredible 
number of useful applications in its $450 bundle, includ¬ 
ing Corel’s Photo-Paint 6 (see “Digital Darkrooms,” 
page 130) and separate programs for presentation graph¬ 
ics, 3-D rendering, animation, and font management. 

Micrografx also offers a bundled set of products in its 
ABC Graphics Suite. The set includes Designer 6, a 
drawing application (no longer sold separately) that 
offers all the features you need for business graphics. 
And it’s Microsoft Office-compatible, so you can 


SIDE BY SIDE 


FLEXIBLE TOOL PALETTES IMPROVE USABILITY 




Buried Functions: Although Adobe’s Illustrator 4.1 
offers expert features, you have to dig forthem 
because there are no button bars or optional palettes. 
Commonly used tools are along the bar on the left. 


Customize: CorelDraw 6.0 has the most flexible tools 
of the bunch. You have the choice of tool palettes or 
button bars, which can be docked along any edge or 
float freely, as the text palette does here. 
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Finally, a 
multimedia 
notebook powerful 
enough to replace 
your desktop. 






















































The Millennia TransPort™ 


The Millennia TransPort 
from Micron bridges the 
performance gap 
between desktop and 
notebook computers. 

Feature for feature this 
notebook gives you 
everything you need— 
whether you're working 
on the road or at your 
desk. Moreover, it bears t 
name synonymous with award-winning 
technology and reliability. 

Performance that will take you where you want 
to go! Start with blistering speed—133MHz 
mobile Intel Pentium® processor—add 256KB of 
pipelined burst cache and 16MB EDO memory 
and you've got all the power you need to con¬ 
ceive and execute the most sophisticated multi- 
media presentation. 


ion battery to get more working time. Add 
an extra hard drive so you can store even the 
biggest ideas. Or drop in the quad-speed 
CD-ROM drive and enter the exciting world 
of multimedia. The choice is yours. Modular 
components make configuring your note¬ 
book as quick and easy as turning on your 
computer. 

Product protection that's second to none. 
Micron is so confident in the design and 
construction of the Millennia TransPort SM 
that it's offering an industry first—the 
Micron Power warranty. It includes a five- 
year limited warranty on the microprocessor 
and main memory and a three-year limited 
parts-only system warranty. 

Regardless of your destination, go with the 
notebook that outperforms the rest, the 
Millennia TransPort from Micron. 



the Micron name; a 


Designed to work the way you do. The 
Millennia Transport's unique FlexOpt™ design 
gives you not one but two bays for a real choice of 
notebook configurations. Add an extra lithium- 




800 - 250-5806 

http://www.mei.micron.com 


MICRON 

ELECTRONICS, INC. 




























Spec it out! 



— 11.3" Active Matrix 
Display shows you 
the big picture in 
vivid 800 x 600 eye- 
. popping color. 


Dual Pointing Devices 

The Pick-a-Point™ 
offers two pointing 
devices; choose either 
the touchpad or the 
pointing stick. 


Lithium-ion Battery- 

Intelligent modular 
lithium-ion batteries 
give you the power to 
complete the job. Add a 
second modular battery 
in bay two and double 
your productivity. 


133MHz Pentium 
Processor combined 
with 256KB of 
pipelined burst 
cache and 16MB of 
EDO memory pro¬ 
vide the screaming 
performance you've 
come to expect from 
Micron. 


Two PCMCIA - 

Slots hold either 
two Type II or one 
Type III divice. 
Handles a wide 
variety of commu¬ 
nications and stor¬ 
age options. 


4X Modular 
CD-ROM 

provides fast 


- 64-bit Graphics 
Accelerator 

provides blazing PCI 
graphics performance 
with VGA, S-Video, and 
NTSC video outputs. 


Dual Infrared Ports 

provide convenient 
IRDA-compliant 
wireless connection 
in front or in back. 


SoundBlaster™ 16 
Sound delivers 16- 
bit stereo sound to 
two integrated 
stereo speakers for 
the complete multi- 
media experience. 


Removable 1.2GB 
Drive gives you 
amounts of 
storage and allows 
you to upgrade to 
larger hard drive 


3.5" floppy disc driv 

















Desktop Ready! 



Specifications 

Common Features 

•133MHz or 120MHz Mobile Intel 
Pentium® processor 

• Intel PCI mobile Triton chipset 

• 256KB L2 pipelined burst cache 

• EDO memory (48MB max.) 

•4X modular CD-ROM drive 
•11.3" SVGA color 

display, 800 x 600 

• PCI graphics accelerator, 

1MB RAM 

• Pick-a-Point™ dual pointing 
devices integrate both pointing 
stick and touchpad 

• Removable EIDE hard drive (1.2GB max.) 

• 3.5" modular floppy drive 

• Intelligent modular lithium-ion battery 

• SoundBlaster™ 16-bit stereo sound 

• Built-in stereo speakers and microphone 
•2 Type II or one Type III PCMCIA slots 

• S-Video and NTSC video-outputs 

• Headphone, microphone and line-in jacks 

• 2 infrared ports, one front, one back 

• Parallel, serial, VGA and 2 PS/2 ports 

• Dimensions: 11.7" x 9.4" x 2.0", Weight: 6.9 Ibs.t 

• Nylon carrying case 

• Microsoft® Windows® 95 and MS Plus! Companion 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 and Bookshelf 95 CDs 

• 5-year/3-year Micron Power™ limited warranty* 


Micron Millennia TransPort P133 

• Intel 133MHz Pentium processor 

• 11.3" active matrix color display, 800 x 600 

• 32MB EDO memory (48MB max.) 

• 1.2GB removable hard drive 

•2nd intelligent modular lithium-ion battery 

• Motorola® Montana 28.8 fax/modem 

$5,799 Business lease $190/month 


• Intel 133MHz Pentium processor 

• 11.3" active matrix color display, 800 x 600 

• 16MB EDO memory (48MB max.) 

• 1.2GB removable hard drive 

• 2nd intelligent modular lithium-ion battery 

$4,899 Business lease $167/month 

Micron Millennia TransPort P120 

• Intel 120MHz Pentium processor 

• 11.3" active matrix color display, 800 x 600 

• 16MB EDO memory (48MB max.) 

• 1.2GB removable hard drive 

$4,499 Business lease $153/month 


Options 



MicronDock™ multimedia port replicator 

Ethernet LAN adapter, SCSI-2 port, 

S-Video and NTSC video outputs, 

built-in stereo speakers, infrared port, 

headphone, microphone, line-in jacks, 

parallel, serial, VGA and 2 PS/2 ports.$299 



MicronExec™ desktop package 

Matching black 17" monitor (15.8" 
display) 

Matching black mouse and key¬ 
board (can be used with or without 
MicronDock).$799 


• Motorola Montana 28.8 fax/modem 
supports regular telephone connections, 

cellular phones and two-way paging devices.$299 

• 2nd intelligent modular lithium-ion battery.$199 

• 2nd 1.2GB modular hard drive (2.6GB total).$599 

• 16MB EDO memory upgrade.$699 

• Leather carrying case upgrade.$ 59 




Micron Powers Warranty & Support 


• 3-year limited pc_,__, 

• 30 days of free Micron-supplied software support 


irranties may be obtained by calling Micron. 


800 - 250-5806 

http: / /www.mei.micron.com 


MICRON 

ELECTRONICS, INC. 


• Intel 120MHz Pentium processor 

• 11.3" dual scan color display, 800 x 600 

• 16MB EDO memory (48MB max.) 

• 810MB removable hard drive 

$3,999 Business lease: $136/month 

t6.9 lbs. includes 3.5" floppy and one battery. 



Pentium 


900 E. Karcher Road, Nampa, ID 83687 

Mon-Fri 6am-10pm Sat 7am-5pm (MT) • 24-hour technical support 
208-893-3434 • Fax 208-893-3424 • Purchase Order Fax 208-893-8992 
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group your project files in convenient “binders.” How¬ 
ever, it’s not as easy to use as FreeHand or CorelDraw. 
And a lack of printed documentation makes for a steep 
learning curve. Micrografx’s Picture Publisher 6 (see 
“Digital Darkrooms,” page 130), ABC Flowcharter, 
and ABC Media Manager round out this suite. 

For the home user or casual artist on a budget, 
Corel’s newest product,’CorelXara, will do nicely. 
Licensed from Britain’s Xara, this one-time Corel¬ 
Draw competitor is easy to use and provides most of 
the major features found in its more expensive rivals. 
Plus, it adds a few new ones that we hope will turn up 
in other products soon. For example, you can assign 
colors and transparency to photographic images just 
as easily as you can to hand-drawn objects—you 
aren’t forced to master the complex channel and layer 
methods image editors require. CorelXara also offers 
zoom levels as high as 25,000 percent and has a stun¬ 
ningly fast screen-redraw rate, so you spend less time 
waiting for the software to catch up with you. 

Another product that lets you work on drawing 
and bitmap objects in the same application is 


Deneba’s Canvas 5.0. Although there was no stable 
prerelease version as of this writing, the finished 
product should be shipping by the time you read 
this. The version we tested had a useful variety of fea¬ 
tures, but many of them lacked the depth of similar 
functions in FreeHand and Illustrator. 

The Business of Art For graphics professionals 
and design studios, the choice still boils down to two 
old rivals: Adobe’s Illustrator and Macromedia’s Free- 
Hand. These products have defined the digital-illus¬ 
tration market, and both claim a large, dedicated 
following. Each program offers a distinct style, and 
most graphic artists strongly prefer one or the other. 
One important difference for Windows 95 users is that 
FreeHand 5.0 is 32-bit and Windows 95-compatible. 
At press time, Adobe had not announced an Illus¬ 
trator upgrade. So if you haven’t made a choice yet 
and are using Windows 95, we suggest you turn to 
FreeHand. Rest assured, though, that Illustrator 
fans who can afford to wait won’t suffer. This is a 
solid, professional product that, despite its some¬ 
times difficult interface, pays off in the long run. 


Top Illustration Applications 


1 Product 

Price* 

Platforms 

Supported 

Min. RAM 
Required 

❖ 

& 

Images/ 

Verdict 

Macromedia FreeHand 5.0 

FWSj [800] 288-4797 
nKSffl Reader Service No. 734 

$389 

Windows 3 jt, 95, 
NT; Macintosh; 
Power Mac 

12MB 

FreeHand Xtras, 
Kai’s Power 

13/10 

10,000/ 

500 

☆☆☆☆☆ 

A professional 32-bit design 
tool with a long-standing 
reputation for high quality. 

CorelDraw 6 

[800] 772-6735 

Reader Service No. 733 

$450 

Windows 95, NT 

8MB 

Adobe plug-ins 

75/27 

25,000/ 

1,000 

A feature-packed 32-bit drawing 
tool that has tons of extras and is 
easy to use. Includes Photo-Paint 6. 

Adobe Illustrator 4.1 

[800] 833-6687 

Reader Service No. 73 6 

$370 

Windows 3.x, 95, 
NT; Macintosh; 
Power Mac 

4MB 

KPT Vector 
Effects 

8/10 

325/220 

-Mrk 

A favorite of graphic designers. It 
provides all the tools an artist needs, 
but it's due for a 32-bit upgrade. 

CorelXara 

[800]772-6735 

Reader Service No. 73 7 

$199 

Windows 3.x; 

95, NT 

8MB 

None 

38/15 

10,500+/ 

500 

☆☆☆ 

A limited yet interesting drawing 
tool that works with bitmaps. 

A great companion to other apps. 

Deneba Canvas 5.0 

[800)733-6322 

Reader Service No. 738 

$595 list 

Windows 3x 95, 
NT; Macintosh; 
Power Mac 

8MB 

Photoshop- 

compatible 

piug-ins 

30/30 

20,000+/ 

2,000+ 

☆☆☆ 

A 32-bit Windows 95 illustration, 
image-editing, and page-layout 
combination. 

Micrografx Designer 6** 

(800)676-3110 

Reader Service No. 733 

$299 

Windows 95, NT 

8MB 

Adobe plug-ins 

38/25 

30,000+/ 

200+ 

Has good features but no manual. 
Part of a suite that is Microsoft 
Office-compatible. 


•ESTIMATE 

D STREET PRICE UNLES 

S NOTED OTHERWISE. "SOLD ONLY Ai 

5 PART OF M 

ICROORAFX’S ABC 

: GRAPHICS SUITE ($293). 
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GRAPHICS 


Final Analysis: Free-form Illustration Tools 


Art That Gets Noticed 


An illustration package is an essential component of any 
graphics toolbox. And if you plan to do original design, 
you’ll want to choose carefully, making sure you find 
the product that matches your needs and skill level. 

Whether for home or business use, Macromedia’s 
FreeHand 5.0 and Corel’s CorelDraw 6 offer the most 
complete sets of features, with the latter including a 
well-stocked bundle of additional products and an 
interface that’s easier to learn. 

If you’re operating on a tight budget, you should 
consider Corel’s CorelXara and Micrografx’s Designer 
6 (sold as a part of Micrografx’s ABC Graphics Suite), 
which offer fewer features for less money. The Micro- 
grafx bundle includes Picture Publisher 6 and ABC 
Flowcharter, but printed documentation is nearly 
nonexistent, and the program is more difficult to learn. 

CorelXara introduces some interesting features to 
the vector-graphics application category, letting you 
work as easily with photo images as with line art. If you 
can afford a few extra dollars, CorelXara is well worth 
buying as a complement to a more robust application. 


Deneba’s Canvas 5.0 also integrates bitmap images and 
vector-based line art in a single environment, but the 
early beta version we worked with had some kinks. 

if you’re a serious artist or graphic-design profes¬ 
sional, you’re faced with an age-old choice: Adobe’s 
Illustrator or Macromedia’s FreeHand. Both are avail¬ 
able for Windows and Macintosh platforms, and both 
have large, loyal followings. However, the introduction 
of Windows 95 has changed the landscape a bit. At 
press time, Adobe still hadn’t produced a 32-bit Illus¬ 
trator upgrade, while FreeHand’s Windows 95 upgrade 
has been available for months. If you haven’t yet chosen 
between these two and want to take advantage of Win¬ 
dows 95’s interface enhancements, FreeHand is the 
clear winner. If you don’t need cross-platform support, 
Windows 95-compliant CorelDraw 6 is a good choice. 

If you already have a favorite illustration package, 
you’re better off staying with it than learning some¬ 
thing new. It takes a fair amount of effort to master 
any of these products, so stick with the one that 
keeps you the most productive. 




Macromedia FreeHand 




Micrografx I 
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The world’s most powerful graphics accelerator is coming fast. 
And just wait till you see how fast it goes. 


If you’ve got a Pentium™ or a Pentium Pro, check it out. 

http://www.nine.com/imagine2 

Or call 1-800-GET NINE 


■tre trademarks ofNumber Nine Visual Technology Corporation. All other trademarks are properties oftheir respective oivners. ©1996Number Nine Visual Technology Corpomti 

Circle 290 on reader service card. 
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GRAPHICS 


Reviews: Image-Editing Software 


Digital Darkrooms 


Image editors are to pictures what word processors are 
to text: They let you experiment onscreen before com¬ 
mitting your ideas to paper. If your picture doesn’t 
look quite right, adjust it until it does. Need to touch 
up a flaw or remove an unwanted object? Grab the 
digital lasso and airbrush, and have at it. Need to com¬ 
bine elements from several photographs? No prob¬ 
lem. Layering and feathering tools are at your 
fingertips. Sophisticated digital artists can even take 
advantage of expert tools and filters to produce 
unique, gallery-worthy works of art. Digital editing 
lets you explore numerous possibilities. 

But-which of the many image-editing applications 
should you choose? They all offer the basic tools— 
such as text overlays and controls for brightness and 
contrast—and a selection of filters to blur, sharpen, 
and enhance your images. And they can all import and 
export your favorite bitmap file formats. But they dif¬ 
fer in price and in the precision and complexity of 
their features. We examined six leading image-editing 
products to find the best for you, whether you’re a 
professional artist or just starting out. 

Full-Featured Adobe’s Photoshop has long been 
the favorite of graphics experts. A 16-bit cross-platform 
powerhouse, it provides everything an artist needs (a 32- 
bit version is in the works). Photoshop’s numerous 
tools and filters give you precise control over every 
aspect of the image-editing process. When money is no 
object, this is the clear choice for any work environment. 


If you can’t afford Photoshop’s hefty price tag 
($549), or if your needs are less demanding, consider 
Corel’s Photo-Paint 6. It offers most of the features 
found in Photoshop, though many of them lack 
Photoshop’s finesse. Still, Photo-Paint offers the 
greatest range of features for the lowest price. You 
can buy it bundled with CorelDraw or separately. 

Micrografx’s Picture Publisher 6 is also an excellent 
image editor. No longer available as a stand-alone 
product, it is now sold only as a part of Micrografx’s 



No Contest: Adobe’s Photoshop is still the most 
sophisticated image editor you can buy. 



Images and Art: Ron Scott’s QFX, like CoreIXara, 
combines bitmap and vector tools, letting you edit 
images or line art. But QFX makes you switch between 
Paint and Draw modes, unlike CoreIXara. 


Flexibility: Borrowing from its highly successful 
sibling, CorelDraw, Corel’s Photo-Paint lets you 
customize every aspect of its interface. In this dialog 
box you can edit menus, toolbars, roll-ups, and more. 
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ABC Graphics Suite, which sells for $299. That 
unbeatable price also includes Micrografx Designer, 
ABC Flowcharter, and ABC Media Manager. All 
four products offer easy integration with Microsoft’s 
Office, making good use of “binder” compatibility. 
Unfortunately, there is almost no printed documenta¬ 
tion included, so learning Picture Publisher can be a 
trying experience, especially for graphics novices. 

Specialty Products Ron Scott’s QFX has been 
around as a DOS program for some time, but it’s rel¬ 
atively new to the Windows environment. QFX 5.2 
is one of the few image-editing programs that also 
offers vector drawing tools. Founded on the philos¬ 
ophy that speed is of the essence, this product is for 
the professional with a tight deadline. But because it 
departs so dramatically from the paradigm estab¬ 
lished by market-leader Photoshop, it can be difficult 
to learn. Ffowever, many of those who have made 
the effort to learn QFX swear by it. 

Fractal Design’s Painter 4.0 is the best at what it does, 
but it doesn’t compete head-to-head with other prod¬ 
ucts in this category. It’s meant to complement, not 


replace, your primary image editor. Unlike most image 
editors, it supports only the RGB color model. But 
because it offers an incredible array of artistic brushes 
and special effects, Painter 4.0 is just plain fun to work 
with. You probably won’t use it as your only image¬ 
editing application, but if you’re willing to spend an 
extra $375, you’ll definitely want it in your bag of tricks. 

Macromedia’s xRes 2.0 takes a unique approach to 
working with image files. Rather than loading an 
entire multimegabyte image, it works with a smaller 
live preview. The result is a dramatic reduction— 
from minutes to seconds—in the lag between opera¬ 
tions. It also handles files larger than 100MB. The 
trade-off is that when you save your work, all the 
postponed changes are applied to the larger, original 
file—a process that can take many minutes (in com¬ 
plex cases, hours). Fortunately, it happens only when 
you’re not working on the image. Like Painter, xRes 
doesn’t support the CMYK color palette favored by 
some artists. But if you’re still using a 33MHz or 
50MHz 486, or you need to handle extremely large 
image files, this product makes a world of difference. 


Top Image-Editing Applications 



| Price* 

Platforms 

Supported 

Min. RAM 
Required 



Palette 

Support 

Verdict 

aggj Adobe Photoshop 3 . 0.5 

(800] 833-6687 
iesTII Reader Service No. 740 

$549 

Windows 3x95, 
NT; Macintosh; 
Power Mac 

10MB 

No 

32/24 

CMYK, 

HSB, 

RGB 

☆☆☆☆☆ 

The best product for professional 
results. Expensive but well worth it, 
though it’s not yet 32-bit. 

Corel Photo-Paint 6 

(800] 772-6735 

Reader Service No. 741 

$199 

Windows 95, 

NT 

8MB 

No 

32/24 

CMYK 

HLS, 

RGB 

irkfak 

Delivers the most features forthe 
best price. Has most of Photoshop's 
features, but lacks its precision. 

Micrografx Picture Publisher 6 ** 

(800] 676-3110 

Reader Service No. 742 

$299 

Windows 95, 

NT 

8MB 

Yes 

38/25 

CMYK 

HSB, 

RGB 

ickMc 

Solid, but there's no documentation. 

The ABC Graphics Suite includes 
illustration and flowcharting tools. 

Fractal Design Painter 4.0 

(800] 647-7443 

Reader Service No. 743 

$375 

Windows 3.x, 95, 
NT; Macintosh; 
PowerMac 

8MB 

(12MB for 
Windows 95] 

Yes 

12/12 

RGB 

tM tk 

Not intended as a primary image¬ 
editing application, though it makes 
a good complementary one. 

Macromedia xRes 2.0 

(800] 288-4797 

Reader Service No. 744 


Windows 95, 

NT; Macintosh; 
PowerMac 

8MB 

Yes 

10/12 

HLS, 

RGB 

irkik 

A screaming demon that lets you 
work on extremely large images at 
incredible speeds. 

Ron Scott's QFX 5.2 

(713] 529-5868 

Reader Service No. 74 f 

$795 list 

DOS; Windows 

3.x 95, NT; 

DEC Alpha 

8MB 

Yes 

32/26 

CMYK 

HLS, 

RGB 

☆☆☆ 

Built for speed and has a good feature 
set, but it’s difficult to learn and the 
interface is unlike any other. 


•ESTIMATE!; 

3 STREET PRICE UNLESS 

NOTED OTHERWISI 
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OF VIICROBRAfXS 

ABC GRAPHICS SUITE C$299). 
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GRAPHICS 


Final Analysis: The Best Image Editors at Affordable Prices 


Picture-Perfect Results 


Trick photography used to be a seldom-used special 
effect. Now it’s such a staple of graphic design that 
most of us take it for granted. (Did you really think 
Forrest Gump shook JFK’s hand?) But to achieve the 
kind of digital wizardry that graces the covers, ads, 
and posters we see daily, you’ve got to have capable 
software. Even if your needs are modest, choosing 
the right tools makes your job a whole lot easier. 

For the graphics expert, Adobe’s Photoshop offers 
a powerful array of professional features. It’s also 
available on a wide variety of platforms (though a 
32-bit version designed for Windows 95 hasn’t been 
released yet). For those who lack experience, numer¬ 
ous books and training materials provide a wealth of 
Photoshop tips and techniques. You won’t find this 
kind of support for many other products. 

Still, learning to work with an advanced image¬ 
editing program might take more time than you have 
or are willing to spend. It might also require more 
cash. Corel’s Photo-Paint 6 and Micrografx’s Picture 
Publisher 6 both go easy on the budget, but the lack of 


documentation in Picture Publisher won’t exactly 
ease the learning process. This makes Photo-Paint the 
best solution for those with little cash or experience. 

For those with little time, Ron Scott’s QFX 5.2 and 
Macromedia’s xRes 2.0 both offer significant gains in 
actual processing time. QFX’s unorthodox approach, 
however, is not for the timid and requires an investment 
in training. xRes, on the other hand, is great if you’re 
stuck with anemic hardware. In fact, if you have graph¬ 
ics files larger than 100MB, it may be the only way to go. 

Before choosing an image-editing package, consider 
what you plan to do with it and how much you can 
spend. If you need to perform only simple tasks, like 
correcting poor scans or resizing and cropping photos, 
you don’t need to spend a lot; the most basic programs 
will meet your needs. But if design is your lifeblood, be 
prepared to spend more for a sophisticated solution. 


Dave Huss is the author of several books on image 
editing. He is also a contributing editor for the Cobb 
Newsletter and other trade publications. 


DECISION MAKER 


CHOOSE THE IMAGE-EDITING SOFTWARE THAT SUITS YOUR NEEDS 


1 Choose the factor that's Choose the next most 

most important. important factor. 



3 What else is 
important? 


Performance 



Corel Photo-Paint 6 


Micrografx Pi 


•: 


w Corel Photo-Paint 6 
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SCSI. The cool connection for hot peripherals. 


Hard drives with SCSI (pronounced scuzzy) are the fastest, highest capacity hard drives available. 

And, only SCSI hard drives let you multitask. It’s just one more reason to give your PC a SCSI connection. 
To learn more about Adaptec* SCSI host adapters and to enter to win a free SCSI two gigabyte hard drive, 
or other prize) call 1-800-655-3977 ext. 5642,* or visit our home page at http://www.adaptec.com 


(^adapted 
















Essential Design Tools: Utilities, Fonts, Clip Art, and Stock Photos 
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Finishing Touches 

Want a killer Web page? A winning newsletter? A report that rises to the top of the 
pile? There’s more to creating eye-popping graphics than printers, scanners, and 
design software. You also need some important extras-graphics utilities, fonts, clip 
art, and stock photos-to add the right finishing touches. We’ve collected the best of 
these publishing and graphics essentials in the following pages. For more information 
on all of these products, visit PC Computing ’.s Web site Cwww.pccomputing.com]. 


I Utilities 

| Price* 

Type 

Description 

Adobe Acrobat Pro 2.1 

[800) 833-6687 

Reader Service No. 749 

$459 

[$1,250 for 
Unix) 

Document¬ 
sharing (Mac, 
Windows, 
and Unix) 

Lets you create and distribute 
electronic documents [PDF format) 
online, over networks, or on the 

Web. Converts PostScript to PDF. 

Adobe Gallery Effects 1.5.1 

[800)833-6687 

Reader Service No. 7/0 

$149 

per volume 

Photoshop 
plug-in 
(Mac and 
Windows) 

Offers three sets of filters (sold 
separately) for Photoshop and 
compatible image-editing applications. 
Filters include Chalk, Neon, Stamp, 

Glass, and Sponge. 

Adobe Streamline 3.0 

[800)833-6687 

Reader Service No. 751 

$199 

Tracing tool 
[Mac and 
Windows) 

Traces bit-mapped outlines to create 
a scalable vector-based outline of 
an image that can be edited, filled, 
and sized in a drawing application. 

Adobe Type Manager 3.02 

(800)833-6687 

Reader Service No. 772 

$60 

PostScript 
font manager 
[Mac and 
Windows) 

Lets you install, manage, or remove 
PostScript Type 1 screen and printer 
fonts, including Multiple Masters. 

Includes 30 Adobe typefaces. 

Alien Skin Black Box 

[919)662-4934 

Reader Service No. 773 

$99 

Photoshop 
plug-in 
[Mac and 
Windows) 

Has ten filters that simplify special 
effects (such as bevel, cutout, carve, 
drop shadow, and glow) in Photoshop 
or other compatible programs. 

Ares FontChameleon 

(800)783-2737 

Reader Service No. 774 

$179 

C$39 for 
Starter Kit) 

Proprietary 
font editor 
(Windows) 

Lets you fine-tune font attributes On 
a proprietary format), adjust weight 
and X-height, and blend two faces. 

Ares FontFiddler 

(800)783-2737 

Reader Service No. 77s 

$79 

Font utilities 
(Windows) 

Lets you rename and change font 
properties, print a sample of a 
font without installing it, and set 
kermng-pair information. 

Ares FontMinder 

(800)783-2737 

Reader Service No. 776 

$59 

Font manager 
(Windows) 

Organizes font packs for easy 
installation to and removal from 

Windows. Sorts fonts by properties, 
families, or styles. 

Ares FontMonger 

[800) 783-2737 

Reader Service No. 777 

$99 

Font-creation 
and -conversion 
tool (Mac and 
Windows) 

Offers font-file conversion among 
TrueType, PostScript, and Nimbus Q 
formats. Creates and modifies type 


•ESTIMATED S 

TREET PRICE. 




Photos to Art: Adobe’s Streamline 
is the best program for turning bit¬ 
mapped images into editable line art. 



Create Fonts: Create new font styles 
and save them as Type 1 orTrueType 
with Ares’s FontChameleon. 



Font Changer: Ares's FontMonger 
converts between font formats, making 
it ideal for cross-platform shops. 


134 


1996 
















































And make it happen with 
the superior graphics of 
SureTrak Project Manager 1.5. 


Manage every aspect of your project Organize it 
easily right from the start with a wizard to give 
you the right perspective for your industry. Get 
up and running quickly with SureTrak’s built-in 
templates and tutorials.Take control of individual 
or multiple projects of any size. 


Look good with stunning presentations. SureTrak’s 
got more than 40 customizable report formats. Eye¬ 
catching graphics help you demonstrate progress, identify 
roadblocks, develop workarounds and build consensus. 


The price of success: just $299. And SureTrak is 
backed by a 60-day, money-back guarantee. 



Start now by calling I -800-973-1335. 

1 Well send you a FREE demo disk and a 
| copy of “Making It Happen," a common 
I sense guide to project management 



& PRIMAVERA 

How the world s ays project management 

SureTrak Division • 1574 West 1700 South 
Salt Lake City, UT 84104- USA 
(801) 973-1300 • FAX: (801) 973-9725 
Internet: suretrak@primavera.com 
Web site: http://www.primavera.com/ 



■mangr ggflsjggflmw g Call 1-800-973-1335 

Copyright © 1995 Primavera Systems, Inc. SureTrak Project Manager is a registered trademark of Primavera. Third-party names and trademarks are the 

Circle 214 on reader service card. 
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I Essential Design Tools: Utilities, Fonts, Clip Art, and Stock Photos 


1 Utilities, cont. 

Price* 

Type 

Description 

Asymetrix 3D F/X 

(800) 448-6543 

Reader Service No. 7/8 

$79 

3-D effects 
generator 
(Windows) 

Adds 3-D effects to OLE 2.0-compliant 
Windows documents with drag-and- 
drop ease. 

Auto F/X Photo/ 

$179 per 

Bitmap effects 

Three volumes of Photo/Graphic Edges 

Graphic Edges 

(800)839-2008 

Reader Service No. 779 

volume 

tool (Mac 
and Windows) 

let you add distinctive edges to images. 
Page/Edges does the same to pages. 
(Products sold separately.) 

Imspace Kudo 

Image Browser 

(800)488-5836 

Reader Service No. 760 

$110 

Cataloging 

tool 

(Windows) 

Cataloging, browsing, and retrieval 
tool for desktop publishers lets you 
organize images and image 
collections in 60 formats. 

Inner Media 

Collage Complete 

(800)962-2949 

Reader Service No. 761 

$149 

Screen-capture 
and image¬ 
handling tool 
(Windows) 

Lets you capture, crop, edit, annotate, 
flip, convert, rotate, and combine images. 
Supports BMP, GIF, JPEG, Kodak Photo 

CD, TGA, TIFF, PCX, PICT, WMF, and 

WPG formats. 

JASC Paint Shop Pro 3.1 

(800)622-2793 

Reader Service No. 762 

$69 

Screen capture 
and image¬ 
handling tool 
(Windows) 

A shareware screen-capture, image¬ 
editing, and file-conversion tool that 
supports 20 image formats and offers 
over 20 image filters and effects. 

Macromedia 

Fontographer3.5 

(800) 945-4061 

Reader Service No. 763 

$289 

Font editor 
(Mac, NeXT, 
and Windows) 

Creates new fonts or modifies existing 
ones. Creates lighter or heavier weights, 
adds fractions or special characters, and 
blends two faces (Type 1 orTrueType). 

MetaTools Kai’s 

PowerTools 3 

(805)566-6200 

Reader Service No. 764 

$129 

Photoshop 
plug-in (Mac 
and Windows) 

Gradient Designer creates blends of up 
to 512 colors and 256 opacity levels. 
Includes Fractal Explorer, Texture 

Explorer, and Spheroid Designer. 

MetaTools KPT Convolver 

(805)566-6200 

Reader Service No. 763 

$129 

Photoshop 
plug-in (Mac 
and Windows) 

Filter-generating engine lets you 
combine blurs, embosses, tints, 
colors, contrasts, and unsharp 
masking. Includes a random generator. 

MetaTools KPT 

Vector Effects 

(805)566-6200 

Reader Service No. 766 

$129 

FreeHand and 
Illustrator 
plug-in (Mac 
and Windows) 

Image-generating engine for vector- 
based illustration applications lets you 
map objects to 3-D surfaces and create 
distortion, shadowing, and twirl effects. 

Quarterdeck HiJaak 

Graphics Suite 95 

(800)354-3222 

Reader Service No. 767 

$149 

File-conversion 
and image¬ 
cataloging tool 
(Windows 95) 

Lets you convert graphic file formats 
(vector or bitmap) to any other 
format. Turns Windows 95 bitmap 
file icons into live image thumbnails. 

Ray Dream AddDepth 

(800)846-0111 

Reader Service No. 768 

$49 

3-D effects 
generator (Mac 
and Windows) 

Adds point-and-click 3-D effects to text, 
clip art, and illustrations. Includes 200 
pieces of clip art and 30 display fonts. 

Ulead Systems ImagePals 2 

(800) 858-5323 

Reader Service No. 769 

$199 

Cataloging 
tool (Mac and 
Windows) 

Reads images in BMP, DCS, EPS, FAX 
JPEG, PCD, PCT, PNG, PSD, RAS, SCT, 

TGA TIFF, and WMF formats. Includes 
thumbnail viewer and image editor, 

Visual Software Instant 3D 

(800)669-7318 

Reader Service No. 770 

$39 

3-D effects 
generator 
(Windows) 

An easy way to apply 3-D effects to 
words and graphics in any Windows 95 
application that supports OLE II. 



Textures: Despite a bizarre interface, 
Kai’s PowerTools lets you apply 
amazing effects to your photo images. 



Easy View: Quarterdeck’s HiJaak 
searches your disk and builds 
image-file thumbnails. 
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Art Organizer: Ulead’s ImagePals lets 
you catalog your graphics and assign 
keywords to ease searching. 
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New Dimension: Dress up your pages 
with Visual Software’s Instant 3D, a 
library of three-dimensional objects. 
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Choice of 10.4" A 
or 10.4" Dual Sea 


560CDT) 


-bit stereo soum 
' full multimedic 


560CD) 


640 x 480 resoluti 
at 256 colors 


’ Integrated 4X CD-ROM 
1 Pentium 75MHz 
1 PCI Bus architecture 
' 256KB L2 cache 
’ 8MB RAM, 
upgradeable to 40MB 
' 10.4" Active Matrix (TFT) 
display with 1.2GB HDD 
(560CDT) or 10.4" Dual 
Scan display with 810MB 
HDD (560CD) 

1 MB video memoiy 
16-bit stereo sound card, 
microphone and speakers 
Type III PCMCIA slot 
Weight: 6.4 lbs. 


present; 


■ efficient 
rom 256KB 


processing 


PCI Bus architecture 
for maximized 
performance— 


Serial infrared pori 
lets you swap lues 
without wires 


Removable 


hard disk drive 


Powerful 75MHz 
Pentium processoi 


Built-in touchpad 
pointing device 


Integrated 4X CD-ROM 
player (interchangeable 
with floppy disk drive 
or a lithium ion battery) 


8MB RAM, - 

upgradeable to 40MB 


■' Microsoft * 

pent'um Windows^ 


The TI Extensa 560CDT. At Its Price, 
The Only Thing This Multimedia 
Powerhouse Doesn’t Have Is Competition. 


, 4 

E TENSA 


Extensa and "Start Doing Extraordinary Things” are trademarks of Texas Instruments. Pentium and the Intel Inside logo are regis¬ 
tered trademarks of Intel Corp. Microsoft, Windows and the Windows logo are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corp. © 1996 TI. 

Circle 165 on reader service card. 


Sure, you might find other portable multimedia machines priced like the new 
TI Extensa™ 560CDT, but they probably won’t have Pentium® processors. And if they 
do, they’re not likely to have a built-in Quad-Speed CD-ROM. But that’s 
just part of the TI Extensa 560CDT’s superiority. For better high-speed video 
and optimal performance for CD-ROM applications, the TI Extensa 
560CDT uses the same PCI circuitry found in most desktop computers. 

There is also the extra convenience and versatility of the removable 
CD-ROM drive which allows you to use an internal floppy drive, or to 
support a lithium ion battery for longer performance. And with a serial infrared port, 
the TI Extensa 560CDT can print or share files, wirelessly. To find all the capabilities 
of the new Texas Instruments Extensa 560CDT at its price is extraordinary. 

To get these capabilities working for you ™ . 
or to find out about our other models, call ^ 

1 - 800 -TI-TEXAS. E-mail: 2ti@msg.ti.com IEyCA.S 

Internet: http://www.ti.com 
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Fonts 

| Price* 

Formats 

Description 

Adobe Systems 

(800] 833-6687 

Reader Service No. 771 

$25 to 
$275 per 
set 

Type 1 
(Mac and 
Windows] 

Over 2,000 fonts. Type On Call provides 
the entire collection on a locked CD; a 
phone call and credit card unlock fonts. 

AgfaType Collection 

(800] 424-8973 

Reader Service No. 772 

$24 to 
$49 per 
typeface 

TrueType, 

Type 1 (Mac 
and Windows] 

More than 1,300 typefaces, with over 

500 exclusive fonts. Over 10,000 logos, 
symbols, and icons are available. 

Alphabets 

(800] 326-8973 

Reader Service No. 773 

$35 to 
$109 per 
typeface 

TrueType, 

Type 1 
(Mac and 
Windows] 

More than 100 text and display fonts. 

One of a handful of foundries offering 
Multiple Masters (which let you 
customize stroke, weight, and angle]. 

Altemus Creative 

Service Center 

(212] 529-7102 

Reader Service No. 77 4 

$39 per 
font 

TrueType, 

Type 1 
(Mac and 
Windows] 

A collection of 26 dingbat fonts, 
including Bursts, Circles, Spirals, Suns, 
Stars, Pointers, Rules, Squares, and 
Shields. All 26 fonts for $780. 

Bitstream 

[800]522-3668 

Reader Service No. 777 

$20 to 
$29 per 
font 

TrueType, 

Type 1 
(Mac and 
Windows] 

1,100 fonts in virtually every style: 
classic, old style, modern, 
contemporary, and symbol. TypeShop 

CD offers 1,085 Type 1 fonts for $695. 

Callifonts 

(214] 504-8808 

Reader Service No. 776 

$99 per 
font 

TrueType, 

Type 1 (Mac 
and Windows] 

Collection of 75 calligraphy fonts 
unavailable from any other source. Styles 
from various countries and centuries. 

Castle Systems 

(415] 459-6495 

Reader Service No. 777 

$30 to 
$39 per 
font 

TrueType, 

Type 1 (Mac 
and Windows] 

Over 50 fonts-mostly modern display 
typefaces. Ornament fonts include 

Castle Fleurons, Handsome, and Afrika. 
Two ampersand fonts are also offered. 

Christian Schwartz Design 

(412] 862-3649 

Reader Service No. 778 

$40 per 
typeface 

Type 1 
(Mac and 
Windows] 

Seven font families (with one to nine 
typefaces each]. All are original, 
contemporary designs. Most are 
best suited for display type. 

Deniart Systems 

(416] 941-0919 

Reader Service No. 779 

$20 to 
$50 per 
family 

TrueType, 

Type 1 
(Mac and 
Windows] 

Nine families of unique symbol 
typefaces, including Egyptian 
Hieroglyphics, Meso Americano, 

Magick & Mystic, Ancient Writing, 
and Alchemy Symbols. 

DesignPlus 

(800] 231-3461 

Reader Service No. 780 

$19 to 
$65 per 
family 

TrueType, 

Type 1 
(Mac and 
Windows] 

32 modem face and symbol fonts, 
including Business, Traffic, Sports 

Figures, Arrows, Ornaments, 

Movements, Ampersands, and Balloons. 

Emigre 

(800] 944-9021 

Reader Service No. 781 

$59 to 
$95 per 
typeface 

TrueType, 

Type 1 
(Mac and 
Windows] 

Over 157 original, offbeat typefaces, 
arranged in 63 families. Emigre fonts 
are typical of the eclectic style of the 
'90s. Dingbat fonts include Big 

Cheese, Fellaparts, and Whirligigs. 

The Font Bureau 

(617] 423-8770 

Reader Service No. 782 

$30 to 
$40 per 
font 

Type 1 
(Mac and 
Windows] 

Over 80 type families in a variety of styles. 
Faces include Niagara, Talon, and Dizzy 
(based on Dizzy Gillespie's handwriting] 

FontHaus 

(800] 942-9110 

Reader Service No. 783 

$19 to 
$59 per 
typeface 

TrueType, 

Type 1 (Mac 
and Windows] 

Over 20,000 fonts, many on CD-ROM, 
discounted up to 40 percent. A free 
catalog is available. 
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Real Icons: Deniart’s fonts, like these 
Meso Americano and Hieroglyphics 
sets, are historically accurate. 



On the Edge: Emigre’s specialty is 
offbeat-but nevertheless legible- 
typeface designs. 



a!a 

itiTOate 


Retro Modern: FontHaus’s collection 
includes the playful Hairspray fonts 
from Christian Schwartz Design. 



Offbeat Grunge: Make your 
headlines and Web pages stand out 
with these GarageFonts [page 140]. 
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Need high 
perfermance? 



Start with state of the art equipment! 


The difference between professional and amateur equipment is in their levels 
of performance. Amateur equipment barely gets you through your routine 
activities. Professional equipment lets you perform at your highest 
even in the most demanding environments. 

The MGA Millennium multimedia accelerator is the professional’s 
choice for high performance graphics. That’s because it combines the 
industry’s most state of the art technology. 

Starting with the MGA 64-bit graphics chip, MGA Millennium 
integrates true color, video and 3D into a single hardware design. You’ll 
be able to work in resolutions up to 1600 x 1200 in 24-bit color mode. 

Play back full screen MPEG and AVI video. And render 3D animation 
and CAD designs in real-time. 

Using dual-ported Window RAM memory and a 220 MHz DAC, 
MGA Millennium ensures consistent performance in all graphics modes. 



And finally, using a powerful 32-bit VGA core, MGA Millennium 
accelerates all DOS applications including your favorite games. 

If you want high performance graphics, get MGA Millennium. 
It’s the only accelerator powerful enough to satisfy your profes¬ 
sional needs. 

•Starting at only $339' (ESP) 

• True color, video, 3D and DOS accelerator 

• Up to 1600 x 1200 in 8,16, and 24-bit, and 200 Hz refresh 

• 2 or 4 MB PCI base boards, upgradeable to 4 or 8 MB 

• Free CD! NASCAR® Racing, 3D F/X™, and SoftPEG™ playeti 
Upgrade MGA Millennium with the Media Series for live video in a 
window, frame capture, hardware MPEG, and T.V. on the PC 


f4 Tel: 514-969-6320 Fax: 514-969-6363 la 



1-800-583-4353 http://www.matrox.com/mga/ | 


Circle 154 on reader service card. 



__ 





















|| Essential Design Tools: Utilities, Fonts, Clip Art, and Stock Photos 


Fonts, cont. 

Price* 

Formats 

Description 


GarageFonts 

[619)755-4761 

Reader Service No. 784 

$35 to 
$75 per 
typeface 

TrueType, 

Type 1 (Mac 
and Windows) 

Over 50 original and unconventional 
families, designed for headline and 
display use. Fonts sold only in families. 


House Industries 

(800) 888-4390 

Reader Service No. 78/ 

$50 per 
font 

TrueType, 

Type 1 (Mac 
and Windows) 

70 unique, hand-lettered typefaces. 

This is cutting-edge typography that 
epitomizes the grunge style of the '90s. 


Image Club Graphics 

(800)661-9410 

Reader Service No. 786 

$19 to 
$150 per 
typeface 

TrueType, 

(Mac and 
Windows) 

Over 800 fonts, including Image Club 
originals, plus typefaces from other 
type foundries. A range of classical, | 

modern, and contemporary styles. | 

In Da House: Crackhouse, Doghouse, 
Funkhouse, and Stakehouse are just a 

International Typeface (ITC) 

(800)425-3882 

Reader Service No. 787 

$29 to 
$39 per 
font 

TrueType GX 
(Mac); Type 1 
(Mac and 
Windows) 

Original fonts as well as fonts from ^ 

few faces in the House Industries mix. 

and 1,000 typefaces. ITC also sells to 
subscribers for retail distribution. 

I12T r*M*ELr! 

Letraset USA 

(800)343-8973 

Reader Service No. 788 

$30 to 
$40 per 
font 

TrueType, 

Type 1 
(Mac and 
Windows) 

Over 275 contemporary fonts, including 
many playful designs and elegant 
script typefaces. DesignFonts 
consists of 23 dingbat fonts. 


Linguist’s Software 

(800)563-6687 

Reader Service No. 789 

$100 to 
$250 per 
typeface 

TrueType, 

Type 1 
(Mac and 
Windows) 

The largest selection of foreign 
alphabets with over 270 typefaces, 
including Cherokee, Farsi, Gaelic, 

Flebrew, Korean, Punjabi, and Sanskrit. 1 

1 




Folk Art: Image Club offers numerous 
Fonts from a variety of sources, 
including Fajita and the MiniPix sets. 

Linotype-Hell 

(800)799-4922 

Reader Service No. 790 

$20 to 
$25 per 
font 

TrueType, 

Type 1 (Mac 
and Windows); 

Over 2,000 fonts (1,700 in PostScript) j 

in a wide range of classical and modern j 

styles. More TrueType fonts will be 



F3 (Unix) 

available soon. 3 


Monotype Typography 

(800) 666-6897 

Reader Service No. 791 

$25 to 
$195 per 
font 

package 

TrueType, 

Type 1 
(Mac and 
Windows) 

A range of typefaces from a variety j 

of sources, including original designs. ! 

Over 4,000 (Type 1 only) are available 
on two CDs. Free catalog available. | 

Nimx 

(800) 688-6469 

Reader Service No. 792 

$20 to 
$95 per 
typeface 

TrueType, 

Type 1 
(Mac and 
Windows) 

A variety of typefaces comprise 12 I 

families. Jacoby is available in Adobe j 

Multiple Masterformat, letting you j 

adjust weight and width. 

Contemporary: The Nimx collection 
includes unusual stylized text and 
numerous icon fonts. 

Plazm Media 

(503)222-6389 

Reader Service No. 794 

$30 to 
$60 per 
typeface 

TrueType, 

Typel 
(Mac and 
Windows) 

Nearly 100 eclectic, contemporary ! 

fonts designed by independent 1 

graphic artists fortext and display 
purposes. The entire library costs $2,750. 






PolyType 

(800)998-9934 

Reader Service No. 794 

$40 per 
typeface 

TrueType, 

(Mac and 
Windows) 

Approximately 100 fonts arranged in 

50 families with several original designs. 

The Art Collection features 12 categories 
of ornaments. 

MBL 

Precision Type 

(800)248-3668 

Reader Service No. 797 

$19 to 
$49 per 
font 

TrueType, 

Typel 
(Mac and 
Windows) 

A virtual megamall of type, offering 
more than 13,000 fonts from over 60 
designers and foundries. A 700-page 
catalog costs $39.95. 

en V w P 

Psy/Ops Type Foundry 

(415)285-8820 

Reader Service No. 796 

$35 to 
$105 per 
family 

•ESTIMATED S 

■ TrueType, 

Typel 
(Mac and 
Windows) 

Contemporary, cutting-edge typography. 
Most faces are best suited for display 
type. Twelve families (with one to six 
typefaces each) are available. 


Easy to Read: PolyType’s playful yet 
legible faces will get you noticed 
without resorting to grunge type. 
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Interactive training on CD-ROM Y/jpP 

You want to take maximum advantage of the enormous 
power and versatility of Microsoft* Windows' 95, right? 
Good. You’re looking right at a very smart way to start. 
Microsoft Windows 95 Starts Here runs on top of a 
“live” copy of Windows 95, and the lessons show you 
more than 200 procedures for putting Windows 95 to 
work. The learning process is fast, easy, and effective, 
whether you’re upgrading from an earlier version of 
Windows or sitting down with your first computer. Video 
and audio instruction, demonstrations, and interactive 
step-by-step examples let you learn by doing—at your 
own pace. Head for your favorite bookstore or software 
store and give Microsoft Windows 95 Starts Here a try. 
It’ll seem smarter than ever by the time you finish. 



i-.i« tiaiP'.-p i oi ■ j*r'- v, -cr Ai'-lowt. 95 



Microsoft® Windows® 95 Starts Here 
Microsoft Press with Course Technology, Inc. 
1-55615-862-9 $39.95 ($53.95 Canada) 


BORDERS so 


"•‘"® Microsoft Press 


at 


In quality bookstores and software stores everywhere. Or call 1-800-MSPRESS. In Canada, call 1-800-667-1115. CompuServe®—GO MSP, 
http://www.microsoft.com/products/mspress. One Microsoft Way, Redmond, WA 98052-6399. 








Essential Design Tools: Utilities, Fonts, Clip Art, and Stock Photos 


Fonts, cont. 

| Price* 

Formats 

Description 

Stone Type Foundry 

$69 to 

Typel 

Over 80 mostly traditional fonts, all 

(800} 557-8663 

$149 per 

(Mac and 

designed by renowned typographer 

Reader Service No. 797 

set 

Windows} 

Sumner Stone. 

T-26 

$29 to 

TrueType, 

Over 200 original, unconventional 

(312} 787-8973 

$69 per 

Typel 

fonts; classic examples of '90s 

Reader Service No. 798 

font 

(Mac and 
Windows} 

grunge typography. A 40 percent 
student discount is available. 

Treacyfaces/Headliners 

$29 to 

TrueType, 

Over 350 typefaces, with three to 

(800} 800-6805 

$185 per 

Typel 

seven weights perfamily. Discounts 

Reader Service No. 799 

set 

(Mac and 
Windows} 

are offered for orders placed on 
CompuServe (Go DTPONL}. 

URW America 

$25 to 

TrueType, 

The TypeWorks CD ($979 unlocked} has 

(800} 229-8791 

$49 per 

Typel 

3,000 fonts, with variations on 500 

Reader Service No. 800 

font 

(Mac and 
Windows} 

designs. The DeSign Collection ($1,399} 
has 870 Type 1 display faces. 

Clip Art 

1 



Aridi Computer Graphics 


Al, BMP, 

Nine volumes of colorful initial caps, 

(800} 755-6441 

$199 per 

EPS, PICT 

ornaments, borders, and patterns 

Reader Service No. 801 

volume 

(Mac and 
Windows} 

include Olde World Borders, Historic 
Ornaments, and Calligraphia. 

Artbeats 

$49 to 

BMP, EPS, 

Ten collections, consisting of four CDs 

(800} 444-9392 

$239 per 

PIC, TIFF 

of 400-dpi images and 3,000 design 

Reader Service No. 802 

collection 

(Mac and 
Windows} 

elements, including Web-page 
icons, tiles, patterns, and buttons. 

Cartesia MapArt 

$129 to 

Al, CDR 

Designer Series offers fully editable color 

(800} 334-4291 

$399 per 

(Mac and 

maps with zip codes and congressional 

Reader Service No. 803 

set 

Windows} 

districts; Cartographic Databank 
provides intricate detail. 

Corel Gallery 2 

$69 

BMP, CDR, 

A collection of 15,000 clip-art images 

(800} 772-6735 


CMX.CPT, 

(not sold separately}, plus 500 royalty- 

Reader Service No. 804 


PCX, TIFF 
(Windows} 

free photos and 500 fonts with an OLE 
2.0-compatible visual file manager. 

DesignPlus 

$35 to 

EPS 

Eight collections of initial caps, patterns, 

(800} 231-3461 

$90 per 

(Mac and 

and symbols. Intaglios has Spirograph¬ 

Reader Service No. 803 

collection 

Windows} 

like patterns; Stencils has 150 borders. 

Image Club DigitArt Clip Art 

$69 to 

EPS 

A variety of clip-art styles in 41 volumes. 

(800} 661-9410 

$99 per 

(Mac and 

Most are black-and-white, with a few 

Reader Service No. 806 

volume 

Windows} 

grayscale and color volumes. 

Letraset Decorative Initials 

$40 per 

EPS 

Two sets of decorative initial caps, 

(800} 343-8973 

set 

(Mac and 

including all the letters of the alphabet. 

Reader Service No. 80 7 


Windows} 

Each set contains two styles. 

Letraset Textures & Tones 

$59 per 

TIFF 

Six collections (Textiles, Tiles, Fibers, 

(8003343-8973 

collection 

(Mac and 

Screens, Grains & Sands, and Waves 

Reader Service No. 808 


Windows} 

& Circles} of 25 black-and-white 
images on CD. Entire set costs $349. 

Letraset Tone Types 

$40 per 

EPS 

Two sets of shaded initial caps (plus 

(B003 343-8973 

set 

(Mac and 

33 extended characters}. Each 

Reader Service No. 809 


Windows} 

contains two styles, including neon, 
chiseled, and beveled designs. 



Something Different: Psy/Ops (page 
140] produces high-quality, attention- 
getting type with just the right edge. 



Opulence: Aridi Computer Graphics 
offers ornately elegant borders, initial 
caps, and other eye-catching devices. 



Fancy Paper: You can simulate 
specialty papers as needed with these 
high-res Artbeats backgrounds. 



Map It: Cartesia MapArt has CD- 
loads of state, regional, and world 
maps in editable vector formats. 
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Windows 95 has a new command center. 
Introducing Expert Mouse 5.0 


Now you can command the power of Windows 95 with Expert Mouse® 5.0, Kensington’s new 
high-performance trackball. You’ll work faster. You’ll work more efficiently. A new four-button 
design and advanced software makes the difference. For more information, call 800-535-4242. 


KENSINGTON 
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I Clip Art, cont. 

| Price* 

Formats 

Description 

Master Series 1 

Illustration Library 

(800) 641-1803 

Reader Service No. 810 

$349 per 
volume 

JPEG, TIFF 
(Mac and 
Windows) 

Six volumes; each contains 60 royalty- 
free images. All are unique, full-color 
illustrations. Titles include Business & 
Technology and Items & Objects. 

Nova Development 

Art Explosion 40,000 

(800)395-6682 

Reader Service No. 811 

$49 

EPS (Mac); 

WMF 

(Windows) 

Acollection of 40,000 images-most 
in color-including 5,000 photos and 

1,200 fonts, in over 300 categories. A 
built-in browser is included as well. 

Ultimate Symbol 

Design Elements 

(800)611-4761 

Reader Service No. 812 

$499 

EPS, PDF, 

WMF 
(Mac and 
Windows) 

Acollection of 3,200 symbols, icons, 
and dingbats on CD or SyQuest 
cartridge. Includes Adobe's Acrobat 
Reader and a thumbnail catalog. 

Visual Software Textures 
for Professionals 

(800)669-7318 

Reader Service No. 813 

$149 

TGA 

(Windows); 

TIFF (Mac) 

A collection of 480 seamless, high- 
quality textures, including fabrics, stone, 
wallpapers, clouds, trees, water-even 
petunias and alligator skin. 

Zedcor DeskGallery 

(800)482-4567 

Reader Service No. 814 

$149 

EPS, PICT, TIFF 
WMF (Mac 
and Windows) 

The world's largest collection of clip-art 
images (120,000), on 15 CDs. 

Categories include Advertising Art. 

Stock Photos 


Classic PIO Partners 

(800)370-2746 

Reader Service No. 813 

$69 per 

TIFF 

(Mac and 
Windows) 

Four sets of background-free clip 
photos feature one-of-a-kind antique 
objects. Titles are Classic Radios, 

Classic Telephones, and Classic 
Memorabilia. A sampler costs $49. 

Corel Professional Photos 

(800)772-6735 

Reader Service No. 816 

$18 per 

CD 

PCD 

(Mac and 
Windows) 

600 CDs, each with 100 high-resolution, 
royalty-free images. Two Photo Libraries 
(20,000 images each) are available for 
$699 each. Titles range from Airshows to 
People to Zimbabwe. 

Digital Stock 

(800)545-4514 

Reader Service No. 877 

$249 per 

CD 

JPEG, PCD 
(Mac and 
Windows) 

Over 30 CD titles each contain 100 images. 
Themes include Food and Western 
Scenics. Starterdisc and catalog cost $20. 

Image Club PhotoGear 

(800)661-9410 

Reader Service No. 818 

$59 per 
volume 

TIFF 

(Mac and 
Windows) 

Nine volumes of backgrounds in three 
resolutions. Titles include Backgrounds 
and Textures and Images of Business. 

Letraset Phototone 

(800) 526-9073 

Reader Service No. 814 

$199 per 
category 

TIFF 

(Mac) 

Ten categories-over 1,000 images- 
of photographic textures, including 
Paper/Textiles, Abstract, and Extra. 

MetaToois 

KPT Power Photos 

(805)566-6200 

Reader Service No. 820 

$129 per 

TIFF 

(Mac and 
Windows) 

Three series, each composed of five 
volumes of custom images. Titles include 
Kids Toys, Food Basics, Backgrounds 
and Textures, and Nostalgia. 

PhotoDisc 

(800)528-3472 

Reader Service No. 821 

$149 to 
$299 per 

CD 

TIFF, PCD 
(Mac and 
Windows) 

Collection of 54 CDs, 100 to 400 images 
each, including Object Series, Signature 
Series, and Fine Art Series. 

Photosphere Software 

(800)665-1496 

Reader Service No. 822 

$250 per 
collection 

PCD 

(Mac and 
Windows) 

Each collection has 100 images. Includes 
Backgrounds & Textures, Maps & Globes. 
A $25 Preview Pack is available. 



Loads of Icons: Ultimate Symbol’s 
Design Elements offers thousands of 
colorful line-art objects. 


Photo CD: Corel’s Professional Photos 
is an enormous library of high-quality, 
royalty-free Photo CD images. 


Taking Stock: Digital Stock offers 
hundreds of photographic images on 
disc organized by theme. 


Old to New: PhotoDisc provides a vast 
array of quality photos. They’re also 
available on the Web for a modest fee. 
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Her images 

ARE SHOT ONLY WITH 
THE BEST CAMERA, 
CAPTURED ON THE BEST 
FILM, AND STORED ON 
THE BEST DISC DRIVES. 

It all clicks 

BEAUTIFULLY . 



The way she goes about her business 

IS A TRUE PORTRAIT OF PERFECTION. 

And now that she archives all her shots 

DIGITALLY, SHE NEEDS TO KNOW THEY'RE ALWAYS SAFE. 
SO SHE INSISTS ON SEAGATE DISC DRIVES. 

She couldn't picture working 


<& Seagate 


Visit us at http://www.seagate. 
Call us at 408-438-8111 


Seagate and the Seagate logo are registered trademarks 
of Seagate Technology, Inc. ©1996 Seagate Technology, Int 
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" Good thing you 
| waited to upgrade. 
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W hat are you, crazy? Spend $450 or more on a graphics 
board when you already have one in your system? The 
simple answer is yes, because optimum video 
performance is rarely a standard feature of «. 
today s PCs. Whether you want to kick your ulVG J Oil I 

current systems performance up a notch or , 

optimize a new system, you need a fast SVST6ITI 3 

graphics card. It’s the most effective way to , - 

speed overall system performance. OllUl OT pill 

Most of today s Pentium systems offer passable , - ■ 

graphics performance, but few include top- d U lG M 3 11 fl G 

drawer Windows accelerators. Simple economics 
is to blame. Keeping system prices down often Willi II1G 

means forgoing cards with goodies like extra , , .... , 

video RAM or the latest accelerator chips. DGSl WHIdOWS 

Even the best video cards, however, get a - 

bad rap. Many people view them in the dCuGIGldlUlo 
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GRAPHICS 


Reviews: High-Resolution, True-Color Cards 


same light they once held 17-inch monitors—great 
tools for graphics professionals, but not something the 
everyday user is likely to need. Anyone who runs Win¬ 
dows 95 knows the folly of such thinking. Windows 95 
is a performance sponge: It quickly soaks up all the 
resources you pour into it—especially graphics speed. 

We rounded up five of the fastest graphics cards 
available and put them to the test in PC Computing’s 
Labs. The computer of choice these days is a Pentium 
system with a PCI bus running Windows 95, so we 
picked PCI cards with Plug and Play installation and 
64-bit or better graphics-accelerator chips. 

These graphics cards push around plenty of pixels. 
All five boards in our roundup displayed vivid, pho¬ 
tolike images in 16.7 million colors at resolutions of 
up to 1,280 by 1,024 pixels. In 65,000 colors, all five 
offered resolutions of up to 1,600 by 1,200. 

Today’s graphics cards can more than adequately 
handle an onslaught of colors and pixels by beefing up 
the two principal weapons in their display arsenals: 
accelerator chip and memory. Four of the five cards in 
this group use 64-bit accelerators; the fifth boasts a 
128-bit accelerator. We tested each with 4MB of mem¬ 
ory, whether classified as video RAM (VRAM) or 
Window RAM (WRAM). Many video boards are 
available with only 2MB of RAM, but 4MB is quickly 
becoming the standard for accelerator cards. 

The performance winner was fairly predictable. 
Number Nine’s Imagine 128 was the only card to 
use a 128-bit accelerator chip, and it clearly—though 
not overwhelmingly—outpaced the other four 
boards in our WinBench 96 Graphics Winmark test, 
a direct measure of graphics application speed under 
Windows 95. But Matrox’s 64-bit MGA Millennium 
wasn’t far behind—partly due to its use of WRAM, a 
form of VRAM that does faster fills and accelerates 
video playback and animation. Diamond’s Stealth64 
Video 3400XL was only a few ticks behind, while 
both Flercules’s Terminator Professional and ATI’s 
Graphics Pro Turbo made respectable showings. 

The raw graphics-efficiency numbers were reflected 
in our WinStone 96 gauge of real-world applications 
performance. The Imagine 128 again led the field, zip¬ 
ping through the scripted exercises of our baker’s 
dozen of best-selling Windows 95 programs. Matrox’s 
MGA Millennium and Diamond’s Stealth64 Video 


Performance: Windows 95 Graphics 


Number Nine Imagine 128 
Matrox MGA Millennium 
Diamond Stealth64 
Hercules Terminator 
ATI Graphics Pro Turbo 


NOTE: THE GRAPHICS WINMARK MEASURES VIDEO PERfORMANCE UNDER WINDOWS 95. 




Two Great Choices: Number Nine’s $699 Imagine 128 
(left) offers unbeatable 128-bit performance; Matrox’s $489 
MGA Millennium adds real-time 3-D acceleration. 


came in a close second and third place, respectively. 
(Diamond is working on a major driver upgrade that 
will improve performance dramatically.) 

Speed may be your main consideration, but it’s not 
everything. If you intend to play CD-ROMs endowed 
with MPEG video, for example, it’s worth noting that all 
but the Imagine 128 include software-based MPEG 
players. The MGA Millennium and Stealth64 can be 
fitted with MPEG hardware upgrades to improve play¬ 
back performance. The MGA Millennium also rides the 
cutting edge of the wave with its accelerated 3-D ren¬ 
dering, supporting 3-D standards developed by 
Microsoft, Intel, and others (see “Windows Accelerators 
Gain Real-Time 3-D Graphics,” page 149). 

Usability was not a major problem with any of the 
cards, thanks to their support of Plug and Play. All 
were easy to install and set up under Windows 95. 

All five also offer useful display utilities for setting dis¬ 
play resolution and color depth, panning, and zoom¬ 
ing, as well as a variety of monitor-adjustment options 
and status indicators. The Imagine 128’s HawkEye 
utilities are the best in this impressive lot. 

It’s a clear sign of better times that there are few g 
notabje drawbacks among these cards. In terms of g 
performance, only the Graphics Pro Turbo didn’t £ 
meet our expectations—it uses an older chip and | 
design that were due to be updated as we prepared 1 
this report. We could also complain about the street “ 
prices that range from $429 to $699, especially since “ 
they’ve not fallen much in the past year or so. But g 
with the amount of bang for your buck still on the g 
upswing, it’s hard to be indignant—for now. £ 
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Top Five Ultrafast Graphics Accelerators 


Product 

Price* 

Chip 

Set 

RAM 

Resolution/ 
Refresh Rate 

Video 

Features 

Other 

Features 

Verdict 

gggg Matrox MGA 

Bv9 Millennium 

BW (8003361-1408 

Reader Service No. 830 

$489 

MGA 

2064W 

4MB of 

WRAM 

1,024 by 768/120Hz; 

1,280 by 1,024/110Hz; 
1,600 by 1,200/78Hz 

Software MPEG 
upgradable 
to hardware 

: Real-time 3-D 
acceleration, 
bundled with 
NASCAR Racing 

ittrtrkk 

\ The best balance of 
speed and value. 

gug Number Nine 

Imagine 128 

BUf (8003438-6463 

Reader Service No. 831 


Imagine 

128 

4MB of 

VRAM, 
upgradable 
to 8MB 

1,024 by 768/150Hz; 

1,280 by 1,024/100Hz: 
1,600 by 1,2Q0/76Hz 

None 1 

128-bit processor, 
HawkEye utilities 

'trirtrirlz 

The barn burner 
of the group. 

Diamond Stealth64 

Video 3400XL 

(8003468-5463 

Reader Service No. 83 a 

$500 

S3 Vision 

968 

4MB of 

VRAM 

1,024 by768/100Hz; 

1,280 by 1,024/75Hz; 

1,600 by 1,200/76Hz 

Software MPEG 
upgradable 
to hardware 

Bundled with 
CorelDraw4 
and Asymetrix 
3DFX 

irktrk 

Excellent 
performance, 
great value. 

Hercules Terminator 
Professional 

(8003532-0600 

Reader Service No. 83 4 

$449 

S3 Vision 

968 

4MB of 

VRAM 

1.024 by 768/90Hz; 

1,280 by 1,024/1 QOHz; 
1,600 by 1,200/76Hz 

Software MPEG 

Hercules Touch 
utilities 

☆☆☆ 

A notch behind 
the field. 

ATI Graphics Pro Turbo 

(9053882-2600 

Reader Service No. 833 

$429: 

ATI 

mach64 

4MB of 

VRAM 

1,024 by 768/100Hz; 

1.280 by 1,024/75Hz: 

1,600 by 1,200/75Hz 

Software MPEG 

DirectDraw 
drivers, color- 
correction utility 

☆☆ 

Wait and look for the 
new and improved 


-fckkkk Excellent 'kfairk Good ~kkk Acceptable irk Poor it Unacceptable 



A NEW DIMENSION 


Accelerated graphics cards are about to enter the 
Twilight Zone-well, another dimension anyway. A 
new wave of 3-D graphics cards uses sophisticated 
rendering techniques to add depth to the flat, two- 
dimensional graphics we’re accustomed to seeing. 

Most of these 3-D cards use some combination of 
texture mapping and shading techniques to turn 
ordinary static or animated images into lifelike pictures. 
These enhancements usually take place in real time, but 
only with software and hardware that subscribe to one 
of the emerging 3-D application programming 
interfaces [APIs]. These include Microsoft’s Reality Lab 
specifications and Direct3D; the OpenGL standard 
pioneered by Silicon Graphics; and Intel’s 3DR. 

Matrox’s MGA Millennium is the only video card in 
this roundup with specific features for 3-D graphics. It 
includes support for the most popular APIs, as well as a 
special driver for AutoCAD. But several other cards in this 
group will soon add 3-D support. Number Nine, for 
example, plans to offer a 3-D version of its card called the 
Imagine 128 Series 2. Diamond already sells a separate 
3-D card called Diamond Edge 3D, while Creative Labs 
recently threw its 3D Blaster into the ring. 

Chip makers such as ATI, S3, and Cirrus Logic are 
all working on 3-D accelerators. So are a number of 
upstart chip makers, including Brooktree and nVidia. 


Should you care about 3-D now? Games that take 
advantage of the new 3-D gear can easily surpass 2-D 
video games in realistic-looking action, and even rival 
some of the better arcade simulations. 3-D is the logical 
evolution for high-end drawing, modeling, and designing. 

In the longer haul, 3-D graphics might also radically 
transform the netherworld interfaces of operating 
systems such as Windows and OS/2 into something that 
resembles the real world. Then we’ll all care. 
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GRAPHICS 


Final Analysis: The Ultimate Graphics Accelerators 


True-Color Speed 


On the surface, choosing the right graphics card 
seems easy: Just buy the one with the fastest bench¬ 
mark times. Given that the overall image quality dis¬ 
played by each of the five boards we tested was quite 
good, that’s certainly one way to go. But if factors 
like price and motion-video playback are also impor¬ 
tant considerations for you, then it might be some¬ 
what harder to reach a decision. 

Let’s start with the easy route. If you want top-notch 
Windows performance—whether for running every¬ 
day business applications, graphics-intensive publish¬ 
ing, or CAD projects—go with Number Nine’s 
Imagine 128. Its fast, 128-bit acceleration is a V-8 in a 
class of V-6 engines, albeit refined ones. 

Of course, raw performance is rarely the only cri¬ 
terion. There’s also price to consider. The Imagine 
128 will set you back nearly $700, compared with 
less than $500 for most of the other boards. That’s 
understandable, perhaps, but we nonetheless get a 
different result when we add price and performance 
into the equation. Penny for pixel, Matrox’s MGA 


Millennium—which finished a close second in per¬ 
formance—comes out the champ. It’s the best of all 
the 64-bit contenders, and at $489, it delivers better 
performance for your dollar than the Imagine 128. 
We were also impressed by the MGA Millennium’s 
support for 3-D graphics and MPEG, with the latter 
taking the form of either an included software player 
or a hardware upgrade. Indeed, if either 3-D or 
MPEG video playback intrigue you, consider buy¬ 
ing the MGA Millennium. 

You don’t necessarily need 3-D or MPEG to cre¬ 
ate lifelike graphics or play video, and many 3-D- 
and MPEG-equipped boards don’t yet match the 
acceleration of the five graphics cards in our 
roundup. But if you want it all, your best bet is 
Matrox’s MGA Millennium. 


Chris O’Malley is a freelance writer who specializes 
in video and telecommunications. 

Lab testing was performed by Ibrahim Gul 
and Daisy Zhao. 


DECISION MAKER 


CHOOSE THE RIGHT GRAPHICS ACCELERATOR FOR YOUR NEEDS 


1 Choose the factor Choose the next most 

that’s most important. important factor. 



3 


What else is important? 


4 


For your needs the best 
product to buy is... 



Number Nine Imagine 128 




Matrox MGA Millennium 


» Matrox MGA Millennium 
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Let The Experience Begin : 1-800-827-3998 


MAG INNOVISION PROUDLY PRESENTS THE TECHNITRON™ SERIES OF HIGH PERFORMANCE MONI 
WITH COLORS SO BRILLIANT, THEY PROMISE TO GIVE THE MONITOR MARKET A JOLT. 

AS ONE OF THE LEADING MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH RESOLUTION MONITORS, MAG iNNOVl 
HAS WON NUMEROUS INDUSTRY AWARDS FOR ITS INNOVATIVE DESIGN, STATE-OF-THE-ART E 
NEERING AND UNCOMPROMISING QUALITY. OUR NEW TECHNITRON SERIES IS NO EXCEPTION. 

THE TECHNITRON SERIES FEATURES TRINITRON® CRTS FOR UNMATCHED COLORS, D 
TAL USER CONTROLS FOR SUPERIOR COMPATIBILITY AND FLEXIBILITY, AND CROSS PLAT 
CAPABILITY TO FIT EVERY APPLICATION, 

TO ASSURE THAT YOUR MAG INNOVISION MONITOR WILL SERVE YOU FOR YEARS TO C 
EVERY MONITOR COMES WITH A 3 -YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY, WITH OPTIONAL EXTENDED SER 
PLANS AVAILABLE. BACKED BY OUR AWARD WINNING SERVICE AND SUPPORT, MAG MONITORS 
BUILT TO LAST. 


AS i 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER**, EACH MONITOR IN THE TECHNITRON SE 
ALSO COMES WITH FREE COLORIFIC COLOR MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE SO THAT CO 
CAN BE ACCURATELY TRANSLATED TO THE PRINTED PAGE, 

WHETHER YOUR PLATFORM OF CHOICE IS WINDOWS® OR. MAC™ OS BASED, A 
INNOVISION MONITOR WILL MEET YOUR REQUIREMENTS. FOR COMPLETE SPECIFICATIONS AND 
INFORMATION ON OUR PRODUCTS AND PROGRAMS CALL 1 - 800 - 827-3998 EXT. 5 , OR V 











Plugin To NationsBank 
PC Banking FREE And See What 


Your Computer Can Do. 



Organize all 
your expenses 
in minutes 


Develop a 
custom retirement 
plan 


Track and 
organize your credit 
card charges 


Balance 
your checkbook 
automatically 


Pay 
any bill 
electronically 


Make tax 
preparation 
painless 


Transfer money from savings to checking 


Introducing The New, 

Free Way To Bank From Your 
Home Computer. 

NationsBank PC Banking gives you a 
seamless integration of on-line access to 
NationsBank with award-winning 
Managing YaarMonejf software. There 
is no monthly service fee 
with a NationsBank check¬ 
ing account. And it is the 
only on-line banking sys¬ 
tem designed from the 
ground up by a bank and 



On-Line PC Access To All Your 
Accounts, 24 Hours A Day. 

A secure on-line connection lets you use 
your Windows®-compatible PC to balance 
your checkbook, pay bills and handle any 
of your banking needs. All your transac¬ 
tions are protected three ways: with your 
on-line banking ID, encrypted Personal 


Identification Number (PIN) and person¬ 
ally selected password. With our Pay Your 
Bills service, you can pay all of your bills 
as simply as sending E-mail. You can even 
schedule any recurring bills to be paid 
automatically. All with the peace of mind 
of knowing that your bill payments are 
processed by NationsBank, a company 
with 20 year's of successful experience in 
this field, handling millions of transac¬ 
tions per year. 

Incredibly Easy To Use. 

You may already know financial software 
can make it easier for you to keep track 
of where your money goes. But the 
combination of Managing Your Money 
software - rated one of the best and 
easiest to use by a leading PC magazine - 
and the unique on-line access to 
NationsBank delivers so much more: 

• A simple graphical user interface 
accessing powerful planning tools 
for taxes, college and retirement. 

• Account data is automatically 
downloaded into the software - 
there’s no need to input data by hand. 

■ If you are using Quicken®, Microsoft 
Money® or others, a file utility can 
automatically import existing files 
in minutes. 

• Both accounts and software are fully 
supported with a toll-free phone 
number. 


may still apply. Windows 
Intuit Corporation. Mana 
sidiary banks are Membei 
times throughout 1996. 


-time offer. There is a $5.95 shipping and handling charge for 

Microsoft Money are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. Quicken is a registered tra_ 

g Your Money is a registered trademark of MECA, L.L.C. ©1996 NationsBank Corporation. NationsBank sub- 
IC. Available at NationsBank of Texas, N.A., beginning March 1996 and other NationsBank locations at various 



Plug In Today And Get Free 
On -L ine Service And Software!* 

Simply call toll-free today. Our knowl¬ 
edgeable customer service representatives 
will help you find out how to receive free 
monthly service with a checking account, 
and, for a limited time, free Managing 
Your Money software and free on-line bill 
paying service. 

Call NationsBank Today 

1 - 800 - 255-7129 

Or, if you prefer, complete and return the coupon below. 


Yes, I want more information about 
how to receive five PC Banking service 
with a checking account, and, for a lim¬ 
ited time, free Managing Your Money* 
software* and free on-line bill paying 
service. 



Or Can 1-800-255-7129. 

See us on the Internet: http://www.nationsbank.coin/ j 


NationsBank 

Official Sponsor 1996 U.S. Olympic Team 




*The free software is a limited-time offer. There is a $5.95 shipping! 

and handling charge for the software. Normal checking?-* 

charges may still apply. Managing Your - : -~ ; " 

mark of MECA, L.L.C. ©1996 NationsBai 


lipping j 
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SYNOPSIS 

THE BIG THREE: We 

review the top 

e-mail programs - 

Microsoft’s Exchange, 
Lotus’s Notes Mail, 
and Novell’s 
GroupWise. 154 

PRODUCTIVITY CHAMP: 

The easiest e-mail 
package is built into 
Windows 95. 156 

E-MAIL ALTERNATIVES: 

Find out which is best 
for your business — 
a dedicated e-mail 
program, commercial 
online service, Web 
browser, groupware, 
peer-to-peer system, 
or free electronic 
network. 160 


Find the right way to keep 
your company posted 


I magine running a business without a telephone. 
That would be just as hard as working without 
electricity. In today’s corporate environment, 
e-mail is just as vital. Even the U.S. Postal Service is 
working on an e-mail project. 

But how much e-mail does your company really 
need? To help you decide, we ran the three most 
powerful packages—Microsoft’s Exchange, Lotus’s 
Notes Mail, and Novell’s GroupWise—through 
PC Computing's Usability Labs. Then for basic 
e-mail needs, we considered other communication 


options, including online services, peer-to-peer 
packages, and free e-mail networks. 


BY JACK LYON 


PC COMP 





E-MAIL 


Reviews: Microsoft Exchange, Lotus Notes Mail, Novell GroupWise 


Powerful Tools for 


In the corporate world, paper memos are showing 
signs of age. If you’re doing the print-it-then-fax-it 
two-step, you’re stuck in the Dark Ages. E-mail is 
now the communication method of choice. How else 
can you route a message around the world in less than 
five minutes or follow a discussion thread with multi¬ 
ple parties on an important topic? 

To see how effectively e-mail systems work in a 
typical office environment, we compared the features 
of Microsoft’s Exchange, Lotus’s Notes Mail, and 
Novell’s GroupWise 4.1 to see which one offers the 
richest set of options. In addition, we had our Usabil¬ 
ity Labs test the programs’ overall ease of use. (See 
“Productivity Report Card,” page 156.) 

Great Creations Creating and composing an 
e-mail message can be a monotonous task, so time¬ 
saving tools are essential to any e-mail package. 
Microsoft’s Exchange offers the best bag of tricks, 
with onscreen text-editing tools and time-savers like 
address autofill, which automatically completes the 
remainder of an address that Exchange recognizes 
from its address book. (All three packages contained 
address books.) 

One serious flaw we found in Exchange’s address 
book is that there’s no simple way to import data 
from another source. This is an annoying oversight 
considering that many people already have hundreds 
of e-mail addresses entered in their personal infor¬ 
mation manager or contact manager. Exchange also 
lacks a built-in spell-checker, so you have to use the 
one in Microsoft’s Office. 

The vastly improved interface of Lotus’s Notes 
Mail makes it easy to create an e-mail message with 
features like automatic address-correction and excel¬ 
lent sending and categorization options. Its new text¬ 
editing toolbox is a great improvement, too: It 
collects all your formatting tools in one place. But 
true to Notes Mail’s heritage, some basic tools still 
require experience and skill. For instance, many of 



Lotus Notes Mail: It offers the greatest power, 
but even with its new and improved interface, 
Notes Mail poses many usability problems. 


our usability testers found it difficult to figure out 
how to automatically reply to all recipients. 

Novell’s GroupWise also has timesaving tools for 
composing e-mail messages, including text-formatting 
buttons right in the e-mail window and a fine spell¬ 
checker. In fact, its interface is very clean overall, 
but there are some minor glitches. For example, 
GroupWise doesn’t give you a verification notice 
for sending mail, so when you click on Send you’re 
not sure if anything happened. Also, GroupWise 
requires you to type Internet before any address out¬ 
side your LAN, while Exchange and Notes Mail 
route Internet mail for you. 



Novell GroupWise 4.1: Although GroupWise is 
not the easiest to use, it stands apart with unique 
add-on functions liketext-to-speech. 

Ordering Your E-mail World To make sense of 


the mass of e-mail you receive every day, you need to 
organize, archive, and find features as easily as possi¬ 
ble. Exchange doesn’t offer as many organizational 
tools as the other two programs, but it has the e-mail 
essentials and is easy to use. Exchange’s Find tool 
will look familiar to users of Microsoft’s Office, and 
Exchange supports Windows 95 features like drag 
and drop and right-mouse-button menu options. 
However, Exchange’s lack of rules-based mail, like 
automatically replying or forwarding messages when 
you’re on vacation, is a big shortcoming. 

Notes Mail’s agents, which let you automate 
mundane tasks like archiving and adding new 
addresses, are handy. But if you have specific tasks 
you’d like to program that Notes Mail doesn’t offer, 
you’re stuck: Creating your own agents requires 
some programming expertise. 

On the positive side, a new bookmark feature in 
Notes Mail lets you link one e-mail message to another. 
This is handy for keeping your train of thought on a 
topic. In addition, the success of Notes Mail has inspired 
a raft of add-on tools for more-sophisticated abilities like 
Web publishing and videoconferencing. But harnessing 
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Corporate E-mail 


some of the power in Notes Mail can be painful at best, 
even at the most basic levels. For instance, our usability 
testers were confused by the Find and Search functions. 
Although they fundamentally do the same thing, the 
Find function shows matches one at a time, while 
Search acts as a filter, listing all the e-mail messages that 
match your query. 

GroupWise has an impressive arsenal of functions 
to help you sort your in-box. GroupWise also makes 
organizing messages a simple task with big buttons for 
routing, forwarding, and opening consecutive mes¬ 
sages. Finding a specific message in GroupWise, how¬ 
ever, is difficult. The program lets you search only for 
text; you can’t sort messages by priority level as you 
can in Notes Mail and Exchange. Both GroupWise and 
Notes Mail let you archive old e-mail to save space. 

Phone Home For the laptop brigade, all three 
products have unique remote-access abilities. Exchange 
has an easy method for picking exacdy which messages 
you want to read. When Exchange first logs on, it down¬ 
loads an abbreviated listing of your new mail, including 
information on the sender, the subject, and the size of 
the message. You then simply select the messages you 
want to download, thereby saving time and money. 

In contrast, the remote functions in Notes Mail are 
difficult to set up. For instance, to choose what message 
you want to update or send, you must enter a complex 
formula to customize your remote-mail settings. 

For the ultimate in remote access, nothing can touch 
GroupWise. In addition to call-in e-mail replication, 



GroupWise offers several unique ways to get your mes¬ 
sages, including a text-to-speech add-on in which you 
call a number and have your e-mail read to you hy a 
speech-synthesis engine on your server. 

The dedicated e-mail packages reviewed here are 
quickly evolving to handle almost any sophisticated 
communication need. But since e-mail is an applica¬ 
tion you’ll use a lot, take into account the results out¬ 
lined in our “Productivity Report Card” before 
deciding which product is best for you. 


Top E-mail Packages 



| Price* 

kf 

f/f 

if 


/ 

// 

Verdict 

ggg Microsoft Exchange 

'Ml (800] 426-9400 
»est Reader Service No. 836 

$399 for 
server, 

free 

client** 

486 processor, 
2MB of RAM, 

6MB of hard 
disk space 

Windows 3.1, 

95, NT; DOS; 
Macintosh 

No 

No 

No 

Windows 95/ 
Microsoft's 
Office 
integration 

irMrk 

Despite lacking a few features 
like rules-based mail, it's 
by far the easiest app to use. 

Lotus Notes Mail 

[800] 346-1305 

Reader Service No. 837 

$495 for 

386 processor, 
8MB of RAM, 
40MB of hard 
disk space 

Windows 3.1, 

95, NT; OS/2; 

Unix; Macintosh 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Open 

architecture 
and plenty 
of add-ons 

☆☆☆ 

It's the package for 
information sharing, but the 
interface still needs work. 

Novell GroupWise 4.1 

(800] 453-1267 

Reader Service No. 83 8 

$446 for 386 processor, Windows 3.1, Yes Yes 

server, 6MB of RAM, 95, NT; DOS; 

$122 per 6MB of hard Unix; Macintosh 

client disk space 

•ESTIMATED STREET PRICE. "MICROSOFT'S INBOX IS FREE WITH WINDOWS 95. 

Mrtrtrk Excellent -kkkk Good -kick Acceptable irk Poor k 

Yes Call-in 

fax/e-mail 

handling 

Unacceptable 

tW tk 

Outstanding communication 
and organization features, but 
hard to use. 
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Productivity Report Card 

Sft Microsoft Exchange 


Although e-mail is faster and more 
convenient than postal mail, it still isn’t as 
easy as licking a stamp. It is, however, far 
more powerful. From sending a simple note 
to a coworker down the hall to message¬ 
threading and spell-checking, today’s 
e-mail packages offer a tremendous 
amount of features. But how easy is it 
to put them to work? 

To find out, PC Computing's Usability Labs 
brought in testers with all levels of e-mail 


Productivity Index 



Microsoft Novell Lotus 

Exchange GroupWlse 4.1 Notes Mail 


experience, and asked them to complete a 
series of everyday e-mail tasks in four key 
areas with each product. 

All three packages fared well with basic 
e-mail tasks, but the similarities ended there. 

For advanced tasks, the hands-down winner 
was Microsoft’s Exchange. As a result, it was 
the only package to earn PC Computing's 
Usability Seal of Approval, scoring a nine on 
our Productivity Index. This index takes into 
account user satisfaction, the number of 
tasks successfully completed, the 
effectiveness of each application’s 
documentation and help functions, the 
technology and features of each product, 
and the testers’ final preference. 

Despite its recent upgrade, Lotus’s Notes 
Mail couldn’t touch Exchange in ease of use. 

Neither could Novell’s GroupWise. Although 
Notes Mail and GroupWise worked well for 
basic interoffice mail, they proved hard to use 
for tasks that were only slightly more complex. 

For example, trying to route e-mail via the 

Internet sent most testers clicking for the Help 

file in Notes Mail and GroupWise. The same 

went for finding messages. Although Notes 

Mail has one of the best Find functions 

around, our testers had trouble discerning j 

— 


Send and Respond: Basic 


Send and Respond: Advanced 


Lotus Notes 

Microsoft 

Novell 

Mail 

Exchange 

GroupWise 4.1 

O 

HEfl 

' MSM ' 


Lotus Notes 

Mail 

Microsoft 

Exchange 

Novell 

GroupWise 4.1 

bhu 

HDH 



If you work in a large office, sending e-mail within your 
company is probably a constant activity. This was the 
only area where all three packages scored well in our 
usability testing. Each one has clearly labeled buttons 
for sending and forwarding mail, plus simple 
text-formatting tools, intuitive print dialog boxes, and 
distinct categorizing features. 


When we asked our testers to send e-mail via the Internet, 
the differences between the programs became evident. 
Exchange routes Internet mail directly. Notes Mail uses 
standard Internet addressing, but its Help file doesn’t 
mention anything about it. In GroupWise, you must type 
Internet before the address of any mail going out of your 
gateway, and it hides the button that formats the address. 
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Easiest E-mail 



Microsoft Exchange: Little time-savers like the address 
book’s autofill ability helped Exchange earn PC Computing's 
Usability Seal of Approval. Our testers’ productivity was 
also enhanced by Exchange’s uncluttered address books, 
onscreen text-editing toolbars, and simple send and 
receive options. 



Lotus Notes Mail: 

Our usability testers 
had a hard time 
distinguishing 
between the 
Find and Search 
functions, both of 
which reside in the 
File menu. 


Novell GroupWise 
4.1: Testers found 
GroupWise’s 
interface cluttered 
and confusing. Its 
address book, for 
example, includes 
myriad panes 
like these. 


between it and the Search tool. And in 
GroupWise, it wasn’t clear to testers 
where they were searching, since the program 
looks only in the folder you currently have 
open. Exchange’s Find function was easy to 
locate and use. Notes Mail, on the other 
hand, left users fishing through the File 
menu for the Find tool. 

Exchange’s usability edge became even 
more apparent when testers started building 


Organizing E-mail 


I Lotus Notes 

Microsoft 

Novell 

Mail 

Exchange 

GroupWise 4.1 


I ✓ I 


When it came to organizing and searching for old e-mail 
messages, Exchange scored the highest in ease of use with 
a Find tool that allows specific searches of subject, 
message body, and individual folders. In Notes Mail, our 
testers couldn’t figure out the difference between the Find 
and Search commands. GroupWise’s Find function falls 
short by searching only the folder you currently have open. 


and organizing address books. Notes Mail has 
so many options and fields that even a simple 
task like entering a new address was difficult. 
GroupWise scored only slightly higher than 
Notes Mail with its address book, which 
delivers more information than anyone would 
need. But Exchange isn’t without its faults in 
this area. Testers were confused between 
their personal address book and the ever¬ 
present Microsoft Network address book. 


Working with Address Books 


Lotus Notes 

Microsoft 

Novell 

| Mail 

Exchange 

GroupWise 4.1 


✓ 


Address books caused much confusion among our testers. 
Flere, Exchange was the easiest to use overall, with simple 
buttons to create groups and a duplicate-address finder. 
Less than half of ourtesters completed their assigned 
tasks using Notes Mail, mainly because they were unable 
to find its address book. With GroupWise, ourtesters 
had difficulty adding new addresses. 
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E-MAIL 


Final Analysis: The Best Way to Get Your Message Across 


E-mail Call 


You spend a large part of your day using e-mail, so 
why waste time with hard-to-use features? Although 
Microsoft’s Exchange lacks some of the high-end tools 
and functions found in other e-mail applications, it’s 
clearly the easiest package to use. It offers enough 
flexibility and power at an affordable price to fit the 
bill for most average e-mail users. 

Despite a major face-lift, Lotus’s Notes Mail didn’t 
score well in our usability testing. However, it’s the 
most powerful package available, going far beyond 
basic e-mail. New add-on features let you view and 
publish Web pages as well as share almost any digital 
information. On the e-mail front, Notes Mail has every 
feature imaginable, including enhanced security with 
copy-and-print protection and an improved text¬ 
editing toolbox. Although the remote-access features in 
Notes Mail are still medieval, if you need the most 
power available and have the patience to suffer its learn¬ 
ing curve, it’s the ultimate package for power users. 

Novell’s GroupWise wasn’t a hit with our testers 
either, but it has some unique features that may be 


right for you. Its paneled interface makes organization 
simple and includes built-in scheduling and to-do 
functions that aren’t found in either Exchange or 
Notes Mail. Novell’s next offering, GroupWise X’i'D 
(which wasn’t available when we were testing) is due 
out before summer. It promises an improved interface 
and even more powerful features. 

Choosing the right e-mail package comes down to 
priorities: For straightforward e-mail and the best 
integration with Windows 95, Exchange is your pick. 
For sophisticated communication and information¬ 
sharing power, both Notes Mail and GroupWise 
have powerful features. If you need to communicate 
on several different levels and media, go with Group- 
Wise. If you need e-mail, Web access, and a com¬ 
pletely open-ended way to share digital information 
all in one package, Notes Mail is your best option. 


Usability Lab testing was performed by George 
Hackman, Jr. , Lulit Bezuayehu, and 
Lydia M. Karlowicz. 


DECISION MAKER 


CHOOSE THE RIGHT E-MAIL PACKAGE FOR YOUR NEEDS 
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Color is color, until you print 
at full throttle. 

Power up a Phaser® 340 color printer. And all your work will be right on time, right on the money. It prints 4 
color pages per minute at 11(2 per color page. So everyday reports, memos and overheads are all suddenly practical. 

At 600 dpi. With PostScript™ And for any size workgroup. The Phaser 340 is reliable, affordable and 
Adobe PostScript network manageable. It supports PCs, workstations and Macs. And it’s supported by Tektronix, a 
Fortune' 500 manufacturer, who makes all the best solutions for color across the enterprise. Tektronix Phaser Printers 



Tektronix 




NEW Phaser 480X Phaser 300i 


Call 1-800-835-6100, Ext. 1273 
http://www. tek. com/CPad?1273 


Circle 123 on reader service card. 








Other E-mail Options: What’s Best for Your Business? 


< 

S 
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Alternatives for Basic 



Dedicated Packages 

If you need to send messages within your 
office or on the Internet, look to power¬ 
house e-mail packages like Microsoft’s 
Exchange. These products consist of a client 
application running on each PC and an 
administrative package running on a server. 



Online Services 

Looking for simple, low-cost e-mail? 
Online services like America Online let 
you send mail to other members and any¬ 
one with an Internet address. No server is 
required on your part. All you need is the 
software and a modem. 



Web Browsers 

Want Web-integrated e-mail? A few 
popular Web browsers such as 
Netscape’s Navigator include built-in 
e-mail clients that let you send messages 
without having a stand-alone e-mail 
application. 


System Requirements: 386 or 486, 
processor, 1 MB to 4MB 
of RAM, 2MB to 40MB of hard 
disk space. 

Cost: $89 to $695 for five users, est. 
street price. 

Pros: Because all the components 
need to be at a company’s site, 
these packages offer the most 
secure, reliable solution 
for critical e-mail systems. 
Cons: Setting up and maintaining 
these systems is complicated, 
requiring dedicated 
information-systems support. 
Shortlist: 

recomputing • Exchange /Microsoft/ 

[800] 426-9400 / $399 for server, est. street 
UU price, InBox free with Windows 95 / 

' IBEST * Reader Service No. 839 

• Eudora Pro 2.1 / Qualcomm / [800] 238- 
3672 / $89 for one user, $357 for five users, 
est. street prices / Reader Service No. 840 

• First Class 3.0 / SoftArc / [800] 364-1923 / 
$495 for server with five-user license, est. 
street price / Reader Service No. 841 

• GroupWise 4.1 / Novell / [800] 861 -2507 / 
$446 for server, $695 for five users, est. 
street prices / Reader Service No. 842 

• Notes Mail and cc:Mail / Lotus / 

[800] 343-5414 / $495 for server, $55 per 
user (Notes Mail], $68 per user for cc:Mail 
(no server needed], est. street prices / 

Reader Service No. 843 


System Requirements: 286 

processor, 2MB to 4MB 
of RAM, 1MB to 2MB 
of hard disk space. 

Cost: Around $3 per hour (Including 
monthly charges]. 

Pros: Retrieving your mail is painless 
no matter where you are (even 
if you’re traveling], because the 
major online services have local 
numbers in most regions of 
the United States. Setup and 
use couldn’t be simpler. 

Cons: If you’re interested in a full¬ 
blown list of features, look 
elsewhere. Most commercial 
online services’ e-mail 
clients are pretty spartan. 

And interoffice-mail and file¬ 
sharing options are awkward. 
Shortlist: 

ncomumi • America Online / [800] 827-6364 / 
JIM $9.95 per month (includes five hours]; $2.95 
I TVS each additional hour / ReaderSennce No. 844 

• CompuServe / [800] 848-8199 / $9.95 per 
month (includes five hours]; $2.95 each 
additional hour / Reader Service No. 843 

• Microsoft Network / [800] 386-5550 / 
$4.95 per month (includes five hours]; $2.95 
each additional hour/ Reader Service No. 846 

• Prodigy / [800] 776-3449 / $9.95 per 
month (includes five hours]; $2.95 each 
additional hour /Reader Service No. 847 


System Requirements: 386 

processor, 4MB to 8MB 
of RAM, 2MB to 3MB 
of hard disk space. 

Cost: Free to $40. 

Pros: If you send most of your e-mail 
over the Internet, using your 
browser’s integrated e-mail 
component saves time. This 
is also a great choice if your 
company sets up an intranet. 
You can use your browser 
as a single tool for retrieving 
information and routing e-mail. 

Cons: While Web browsers’ e-mail 
clients have improved over 
the last few months, they still 
don’t offer anywhere near the 
feature set of standard e-mail 
packages. The address books 
are weak, with limited grouping 
features, and there’s absolutely 
no text editing available. And 
you won’t find any of the little 
extras like address verification. 

Shortlist: 

rocgjjjijjjtira • Navigator 2.0 /Netscape 

Communications/(415)528-2555/ 

pHH $39 est. street price / Reader Service No. 848 
• Internet Explorer 2.0 / Microsoft / 

[800] 426-9400 / Free download from 
Microsoft Network / Reader Service No. 849 































Messaging Needs 



Groupware Peer-to-Peer Free Electronic Network 


If you need complete information shar¬ 
ing, groupware offers group scheduling, 
shared databases, and project manage¬ 
ment. Like stand-alone e-mail packages, 
groupware applications such as Lotus’s 
Notes let you send messages inside your 
organization and on the Internet. 


If your e-mail needs are simple, a peer- 
to-peer system like the one found in 
Microsoft’s Exchange lets you send 
interoffice mail without hassling to set 
up a dedicated server. You just need a 
simple connection between two or more 
office computers. 


Don’t have a big budget? Recently intro¬ 
duced services like Juno Online offer free 
e-mail that lets you send messages to any¬ 
one on the Internet. As with the e-mail 
that online services provide, you send and 
receive messages by dialing into the 
e-mail company’s server. 


System Requirements: 386 

processor, 4MB of FtAM, 

10MB to 40MB of hard 
disk space. 

Cost: $199 to $995 est. street price. 

Pros: Groupware offers enough 
tricks, tools, and features to 
keep even the biggest e-mail 
fans happy. It also gives you 
stuff beyond e-mail, such as 
shared databases and tools 
to build and view Web pages. 

Cons: To get the full benefit, you 
probably have to take 
classes,or bribe your network 
administrator to spend a few 
hours showing you the ropes. 

Shortlist: 

• Notes Release 4 / Lotus / [800] 346-1305 / 
$495 for server, $55 to $275 per user, 
est. street prices / Reader Service No. 8fo 

• GroupWise 4.1 / Novell / (800] 778-1850 / 
$446 for server, $695 for five users, est. street 
prices / Reader Service No. 8f2 

• GroupWorks / HyperDesk Corp. / 

(800] 832-6975 / $199 for one user, est. 
street price /Reader Service No. 8ff 

• OpenMind 2.0 / Attach mate / 

(800] 426-6283 / $995 for server, $195 per 
user, est. street prices / Reader Service No. 834 

• Share 2.0 / Collabra Software / 

(800] 474-7427 / $995 for server, $75 per 
user, est. street prices / Reader Service No. 8ft 


System Requirements: 386 

processor, 1 MB to 4MB 
of RAM, 1MB to 10MB 
of hard disk space. 

Cost: $119 to $399 est. street price. 
Pros: Peer-to-peer e-mail tends to be 
light on features and heavy on 
simplicity. You just install the 
software, identify the other 
users, and you’re set. 

Cons: If you’re using a true peer-to- 
peer system and want to send 
e-mail outside the office, you're 
sunk. To get around this, some 
small companies use peer-to- 
peer for interoffice mail and an 
online service for Internet mail. 
Shortlist: 

reggnj • Exchange/Microsoft/ 

HU (800] 426-9400 / $399 for server, est. street 
slflH price. InBox free with Windows 95/ 

Reader Service No. 8ff 

• GroupWorks / HyperDesk Corp. / 

(800] 832-6975 / $199 for one user, 
est. street price / Reader Service No. 8f6 

• LANtastic 6.0 / Artisoft / (800] 846-9726 / 
$119 per user, est. street price / 

Reader Service No. 8f7 

• Net 44 / Leunig Communications / 

(800] 441 -6562 / $200 for four users, 
est. street price / Reader Service No. 8f8 


System Requirements: 386 

processor, 2MB to 4MB 
of RAM, 3MB to 5MB 
of hard disk space. 

Cost: Free. 

Pros: It’s free-with no hidden 
fees. The only cost to you 
might be for long-distance 
calls, depending on where 
the closest access number is. 

PI us,these packages are fairly 
full-featured. You can send to 
and receive from anyone on the 
Internet, attach files, create 
address groups, and modify 
text attributes. These packages 
also have some of the most 
graphically enriched interfaces. 

Cons: The free e-mail companies 
make their money by 
advertising-notjust through 
graphical ads in the software, 
but often through text ads 
attached to every piece of 
e-mail you send out. 

Shortlist: 

• Juno/Juno Online Services/(800] 
654-5866 / Free / Reader Service No. 8f>) 

Best • Freemark Mail/FreeMark 

Communications/ (617] 492-6600 / Free / 
Reader Service No. 860 
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E-MAIL 


Final Analysis: How Much E-mail Do You Need? 


Get the Message 


E-mail is your lifeline to coworkers and the outside 
world, so the product you choose is critical. For now, 
your needs are probably best suited with software 
created specifically for e-mail. While it’s nice to be 
able to send messages from your Web browser or 
word processor, some fundamental features—such as 
adequate address books and easy message organiza¬ 
tion—are often left out of those packages. 

When determining what type of e-mail is right for 
you, first consider how your office network is set up. 
If you have a solid server and an adequate budget, 
either a standard e-mail package or groupware pack¬ 
age will fit the needs of everyone in the office. 

However, if your office doesn’t have the budget, 
the network staff, the server, or even the need for high- 
end features, an e-mail package on an online service 
would be a good choice. For around $10 a month, you 
get e-mail that can reach anyone on the Internet. This 
solution is also ideal for people who travel on business, 
since all four major online services have local access 
numbers across the United States (and some even 


around the world). In the same low-cost realm, free e- 
mail networks offer something for nothing with soft¬ 
ware abilities that aren’t too shabby. The catch is the 
advertising you’re subjected to, and most of these 
packages can’t offer peer-to-peer abilities. 

It’s not the most productive option, but for those 
without server access, the combination of a com¬ 
mercial online account for Internet e-mail and a 
peer-to-peer e-mail package for sending messages 
within the office will work. We suggest that if you 
want peer-to-peer, you should go with Microsoft’s 
Exchange, since it’s also a top-notch e-mail package for 
the Internet once you have a server (or even just a 
direct Internet provider). 

A final consideration is expandability—whether 
the e-mail system can grow with you and how much 
it will cost to add users. When you’re deciding, think 
big. E-mail is only going to become more important 
(both professionally and personally) as time goes by, 
so choose a system you’re comfortable with. It’s 
likely you’ll spend a lot of time with it. 


DECISION MAKER 


CHOOSE THE RIGHT E-MAIL OPTION FOR YOUR NEEDS 


1 Choose the factor that's Choose the next most What else is Em For your needs, the best 

most important. important factor. ^•important? product to buy is... 





Workgroup Size 


Groupware 


Groupware 



t Dedicated E-mail 
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The first desktop u 


Finally, there's a UPS that belongs on TOP of 
i your desk ond not by your feet. 

| MINUTEMAN's new Pro Series pocks a host 
of new features ond unprecedented power 
protection in a tiny, ergonomic package, plus on 
unmatched three year-warranty. 

Good looks may go a long woy for some 
! desktop products, but the Pro Series has so 
1 much more to offer PCs, servers, networks, ond 
even telecommunications equipment: 


• Full protection from spikes and surges 

• Battery backup during blackouts 

• FAX/modem/data line protection 

• Available with power management 
software (280 VA and above) 

• Hot-swappable batteries 

• Automatic battery management 

• Intelligent microprocessor 

• SNMP-ready (280 VA and above) 

• Models range from 200 VA to 1400 VA 


Minufeman is the first company to offer you 
a smart UPS with automatic voltage regulation 
for under $100. 

Call us to find out more about MINUTEMAN's 
New Pro Series, and see why we say its the first 
UPS to reach the desktop. 


mmmmm power supplies 

800 - 238-7272 


www.minuteman-ups.com 

MINUTEMAN UPS* 1455 LeMay Drive• Carrollton, TX 75007• Phone: (214) 446-7363 • Fax: (214) 446-9011 • 24 Hour Info by Fax (800) 263-3933 
Circle 280 on reader service card. 











MAYBE YOU DON’T NEED A SLOWER LFE. 
MAYBE YOU NED A FASTER MODEM. 




Uploading. Downloading. E-mailing. 
Faxing. You know the drill. And as you 
stand there hanging off the airport 
dataport, you start to wonder whether 
information is power, or just a pain. 

Well, the Xircom CreditCard Modem 
28.8 feels your pain. And relieves it by 
cranking along at twice the speed of its 
14.4 ancestor. Which calculates out to... 
let’s see...half the waiting around. 

But what good is speed without 
utility? The CreditCard 
28.8 is strictly plug-and- 
play and Windows 95- 
compatible. And it includes digital line 
protection to prevent your modem from 
frying should you accidentally connect 
to a PBX, flash ROM so you can upgrade 
your modem card with the latest 
software releases, and Delrina fax and 
data communications software. 

It also comes with Xircom's lifetime 
warranty, our worldwide service and 
support, and the special benefit of our 
Xircom Upgrade Program, which offers 
you a substantial discount the next time 1 
you upgrade. Can you say “ISDN”? ] 
(Whew. We have to talk at double¬ 
speed just to tell you about this thing.) t 
The Xircom CreditCard Modem 28.8. i 
Check it out at your favorite reseller. 
And be quick about it. You were meant 
to live at high speed. 

BUY FOR LESS. 

EVALUATE FOR FREE. 

For details, call Xircom today at 
1-800-438-4526, ext. 62J. 



Xircom 























It's all here! 
PC Computing’s 
exclusive Windows 95 
software guide to 
essential—and 
entertaining—home and 
office applications. 


Windows 95 

BUYERS’ GUIDE 

In This Issue: 

• MorningstarPrincipia • CuteFTP • WinSales 3.0 

• Desktop Toys • Optika FilePower • Movie & Video Guide 1996 

• SPSS 7.0 for Windows • Barcode Anything • Info Select 3.0 

• View Software Long File Names • Windows 95 Starts Here 

• HotDog Professional 2.0 • Micrografx Windows Draw 4.0 

• Florida State Football • Larry Magid s Essential Internet 

Q Go buy it! H Good, but limited. I Stop! Buyer, beware. 
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Barrimore Zarsprach 

Automotive Designer 


“Tructhm Marble never needs 
clfAntnq, if -fit 5 Hir Nftoj 


Easily programmable buttons 
convert time-wasting stuff like double 
clicks, draglock and repetitive menu 
selections into speedy single clicks. 


As your hand rests here, 
your thumb alights naturally 
on the Marble' Trackball. 


Behind the best warranty in the 
industry stands the company that 
makes the mice and trackballs 
people love most 




TrackMan Marble" is the latest in the worlds most loved line of 


mice. All offer unique three button 


<Q>- 


functionality and are guaranteed by the world leader in pointing devices: Logitech. Call I -800-732-2935 
for more information, or for information by fax, call I -800-245-0000, Document 4026. 


mm 


ademarks are the property of their registered owners. 




WINDOWS 95 


Morningstar and Alex Kunadze More reviews on page r, 


ONLINE INVESTMENT RESEARCH 


Morningstar Principia 


B Before you drop all of Junior’s college savings into 
a mutual fund, you’ll want to do a little research. 
And the de facto leader in mutual-fund research 
tools is Morningstar. Now, rather than receiving 
Morningstar reports directly from your brokerage or 
investment advisor, you can subscribe to monthly online 
updates directly from the company. 

Morningstar Principia offers four different reports: 
Mutual Funds, Closed-End Funds, Variable Annuity/Life, 




and U.S. Equities. Principia 
for Mutual Funds lets you 
tap into a database of more 
than 7,000 funds with tools 
for finding, ranking, and 
graphing funds. 

For each mutual fund 
you can study 500 statistics 
covering the past 12 years. 

Principia also includes 
manager biographies. For 
example, you could learn 
who’s responsible for a 
particular fund’s perfor¬ 
mance or analyze the historical growth of that fund. 

Principia reports aren’t cheap: An annual subscription to 
the monthly Principia for Mutual Funds update report costs 
$395; one-time reports are $95 each. Closed-End Funds 
and Variable Annuity/Life update reports cost the same. 
The weekly U.S. Equities will run you $995 a year, or $55 
for one report. For most investors, leveraging Morningstar 
research through your brokerage or investment advisor is 
RICH SCHWERIN 


Principia 

Pros: The most 
comprehensive investment 
research available. 

Cons: Expensive; less-than- 
intuitive interface is complex 
and difficult to-use. 

Verdict: At these prices, only 
serious investors need apply. 

$55 to $995 est. street price 
Morningstar 

C800D 876-5005, [312] 696-6000 
Reader Service No. 868 


much more cost-effective. 


INTERNET UTILITY 

CuteFTP 

H Once you start to get serious about the Internet— 
and all the great software you can download there— 
you’re going to need a little something called an FTP 
(File Transfer Protocol) program. And the odd thing 
is, there are very few commercial FTP programs around. 
Delrina’s Cyberjack Internet suite includes an excellent 32- 
bit FTP client, but you’ll shell out a lot of money for the col¬ 
lection of Internet utilities. If you just need FTP, the product 
for you is Alex Kunadze’s CuteFTP shareware program, 


CuteFTP 

Pros: A 32-bit FTP with an 
easy-to-use interface. 

Cons: Can hog screen space; 
configuration controls are a 
bit complicated. 

Verdict: The most 
economical 32-bit solution 
for your Internet FTP woes. 

$30 registration fee 
Alex Kunadze 
[800] 242-4775 
[713] 524-6394 
Reader Service No. 869 


PC computi: 


a 32-bit FTP client for 
Windows 3.1, Windows 95, 
and Windows NT. 

CuteFTP’s easy-to-use 
interface evokes Windows 
3.x’s File Manager. And 
because it gives you a win¬ 
dow on your local hard 
drive, CuteFTP lets you 
drag and drop files from the 
FTP host site to a specific 
directory on your drive. 

You’ll also find a well- 
constructed toolbar; exten¬ 
sive viewing and sorting controls; support for passwords, 
fire walls, and custom FTP commands; searching and fil¬ 
tering tools; and a site manager for creating and storing 
links to specific FTP sites. 

When you plunk down your $30 to register this product, 
your reward is CuteFTP’s bookmarking feature. All told, this 
is one heck of a deal. Check it out at the CuteFTP Web site 
(http://papa.indstate.edu:8888/CuteFTP/), or on our live 
linkatwww.pccomputing.com. scot finnie 
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Ruler Measures up to 7cm 


High-Tech Gismo: 

Turns "pocket thing" into "keychain thing" 


Limited choices of! 


Intel® Pentium® Processor 



• Genuine Triton Motherboard by Intel 

• 16 MB EDO Memory (up to 128 MB) 

• 256K Pipelined Burst (up to 512K) 

• 1.6 GB Fast enhanced IDE Hard Drive 

• New ATI Moch64 VT 2 MB 

• Built-in Creative Sound Blaster 16 Vibra PnP 

• Fast 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• 1.44 MB 3.5" Floppy Disk Drive 

• 4-device Bus Mastering Enhanced IDE Controller 

• Microsoft Windows® 95 CD & Manual 

• CTX 1565D 15", .28dp PnP monitor 

• 104-key Enhanced Keyboard for Windows® 95 j 

• genuine Microsoft Mouse 2.0 

• 80W PMPO Amplified Stereo Speakers 



C ' -J A Q h ProGen Technology has supplied high 

(J l/ll C (/ 170 I j q ua Dty computer components and PCs 
to the industry. In a twelve-year period, ProGen has expanded 
its business and become both a manufacturer and integrator. 

In 1995, ProGen Systems was incorporated to provide the best 
valued PC in the industry. Rely on the pros at ProGen. 



Pentium* pentium-pro 



1 - 800 - 848-1356 


Intel® Pentium Pro® Processor 



• Genuine Intel ATX Motherboard 

• 16 MB RAM (up to 128 MB) 

• 256K Internal L2 Cache 

• 1.6 GB Fast EIDE Hard Drive 

• New ATI Moch64 VT 2 MB 

• Fast 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• Creative Sound Bloster 16 Vibra PnP 

• 1.44 MB 3.5" Floppy Disk Drive 

• 28.8bps Telephony FAX/modem 

• MS-Windows® NT Workstation v3.5l 

• PC Magazine Editor's Choice: CTX 1765GMe 

• 104-key Enhanced Keyboard for Windows® 95 

• Genuine Microsoft Mouse 2.0 

• 80W PMPO Amplified Stereo Speakers 



ProGen Technology, Inc. 15501 Redhill Avenue, Tustin, CA 92680 Ph: 714/566-9200 Fax: 714/566-9267 BBS: 714/566-9255 Internet: progen@ix.netcom.com. 

Circle 133 on reader service card. 







































Introducing 

FlashPoint. 


The First Affordable Ultra 
SCSI Adapter for PCs. 



Don't be a victim of old buying habits. Discover the new FlashPoint” PCI 
adapters. Exceptional performance and features. The winner of Editor's 
Choice Awards* around the world. All at prices that won't bust your budget. 

FlashPoint adapters power next-generation Ultra SCSI peripherals 
while offering full compatibility with today's SCSI devices. Unique 
SeqEngine” technology reduces SCSI command overhead and boosts 
data throughput. You also get SCAM-1, AutoTermination and Flash BIOS, 
advanced ease-of-use features found in adapters almost twice the price. FlashPoint adapters 
also support Windows® 95, Windows NT, NetWare® and other leading operating systems. 

When SCSI performance costs this little, can you afford anything less? Call today for details 
on our FlashPoint LT, Wide SCSI LW, and dual-channel DL. All backed by a 5 year warranty. 
Visit our web site at http://www.buslogic.com or contact us at 1-800-707-SCSI Ext. 3040. 
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It's the world's most powerful database -100 million names & addresses. 


The smart way to 


PP-NB 


IPS. 




_ Pick your target. Are you 

aaIajI looking for all the florists in 
COI0C| Seattle? All the plumbers 
TT 1 within ten miles of your 
office? The nearest 200 auto 
body shops? Every bakery in 
your ZIP code? No problem. 
They're all on Select Phone's 
6 CD-ROMs. And finding 
them is a piece of cake. 

Because unlike your local phonebook, Select 
Phone lets you drill down through every published 
listing in the U.S. So you can look up all 100 million 
listings any way you want. By name, street address, 
city, state, ZIP code, phone number or business 
heading. And get this - you can even find potential 
new customers based on their exact distance from 
your home or office. Listen to how three businesses 
use Select Phone every day to find new customers. 



O GeoTarget" or 
"Give me the 
nearest" 

A SELECT PHONE EXCLUSIVE. 
Find listings based on their 
distance from your home, 
office, or any point you 
choose. Meet Brian Goodro, 
Sales Manager at Thomas Ford 
in Beverly, Massachusetts. 

Brian uses Select Phone's 
GeoTarget feature to help sell 
vans. His first move is to target 
plumbers, likely prospects to 
buy a new van. So 




Business 
Heading 
field, 
and pulls up 
PLUMBERS. Next he uses the 
GeoTarget feature to narrow 
his search to "all the plumbers 
within 10 miles," (or he could 
ask for the 200 closest 
plumbers - the choice is his). 
Now Brian has an instant, 
targeted list, ready to export 
to his word processor for a 
fast and effective direct mail 
or telemarketing program. 


0 Street-smart 

marketing - or 
"Give me all the 
neighbors" 

The Select Phone way 
to canvas the neighborhood. 
Brenda Jackunas is a 
franchise owner of Windsor 
Chem-Dry, an Oriental i 
and area rug cleaning Jr 

shop. Brenda likes to 
build her business 4< ! 
using customer 
referrals. First she 
looks up a 
current 
customer in 
Select Phone. 1 

Tags it. Then she hits | 

the little red door 
"Neighbor" button. 

Within seconds, Select si 
Phone generates a 
prospect list of her 
customer's neighbors, the 
people living on the same 
street. (She can also use this 
feature to create a list of all 
companies within the same 
office building!) Armed with 


this list, Brenda gets the 
customer's permission to have 
their neighbors drop by and 
see her company's work. Talk 
about micro marketing! Who 
better to sell for you than your 
own customers. But does it 
really work? In Brenda's words, 
"Very successfully!" 

















6 CD-ROMs including companies by business type - right on your desktop! 



© Instant lists - 
right on your 
desktop! 

Select Phone comes with 
unlimited downloading and 
unlimited use. Bill Verge 
designs, creates and sells the 
gold and platinum jewelry 

you'll find in his 
Scituate 
store. 



j Like many 
j successful 
i small 
1 business 
^ owners, 

Bill must 
rely on his 

own marketing efforts 
to build his business. It's all up 
to him. So when he's not at 
his work-bench, Bill's at his 
computer. After 17 years as a 
retailer, Bill knows he needs 
to do at least four mailings 
a year - 10,000 pieces at a 
time - to generate decent 
store traffic. No small 
m investment for any 

business. After years of 
\ v renting expensive lists 
he could only use once. 
Bill discovered Select 
Phone. Now he creates 
| his own instant, ready- 

9 

Select Phone gives you unlimited access 
to all 100 million listings for your personal 
use. (Other Phonebooks on CD-ROM limit 
you to a mere 5,000.) 

to-mail lists, saving him the 
cost, time and aggravation of 
renting them from a broker. 
And better yet, Bill is now 
free to use any or all of Select 
Phone's 100 million listings as 
often as he wants. 


PC World picks 
Select Phone 
1996 Best Buy 
among all CD-ROM 
Phone Directories! 

"...(PC World) focused on 
accuracy, ease of use, and 
search-and-retrieval 
capabilities. The Best Buy goes 
to Select Phone for excellence 
in all three categories. ...its 
89 percent accuracy rating 
t surpassed all the 
| other directories'. 

■ Extensive search 

capabilities and a 
j long list of export 
j file formats put it 
1 over the top. * 

-PCWorld, February 1996 


30-Day, Money- 
Back Guarantee 

If you're in business for 
yourself, if you run a store or 
an office from your home, if 
you're looking for a smarter 
way to find new business, then 
you owe it to yourself to try 
out Select Phone. Order now. 
Take 30 days to check it out. 
Your business will boom and 
you'll never look back. 



© 


Get the complete low-down 
name, address, phone number, SIC code " 
and business heading, publication date, how 
long it has been listed in Select Phone, geographic 
location, and the distance from your office, home or 
any other point -all with just a button clickI 

Look Up, 

Find, Locate, 
Download, 

Map and Mail 

FACTS AT A GLANCE: 

100 Million Business and 
Residential Listings. 

Search By: Name, Address, 

City, State, ZIP, Phone, 

Business Heading or 
Geographic Location 
SIX THINGS YOU CAN DO: 

Search by proximity 
[Vf Find all the neighbors 
Unlimited search/download 
I«f Search by business heading 
gf Map your listings mow*™. 

Connect to the the Web 

It's your turn to take 
control. Make the call 
and order now. 



I I IPS 


S6tect Older Now 

PP % Bir™ 


• Netscape Navigator 
for Windows 

• Sidekick for Windows 

• InTouch for 
Macintosh 


For Windows 3.1, Windows 95 and Macintosh 


! th truly useful information. Vi: 




1 - 800 - 992-3766 


Find what you’ve been missing.™ Profit) 
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WinSales and Desktop Toys More reviews on page 1S0 


CONTACT MANAGEMENT 

WinSales 3.0 

First there’s a letter. Then a follow-up phone call. Then 
a fax. Suddenly, you’re receiving regular correspon¬ 
dence from a sales or marketing person you’ve never 
met. Annoying as this may be, you’ve learned about the 
company’s product or service. You can use the same tactic for 
your business. But automating a sales and marketing strategy 
is easier said than done. That’s where WinSales 3.0 can help. 

WinSales adds excellent follow-through agents to net- 
workable phone-book and scheduling features. You define 



action plans for your com¬ 
pany’s sales strategy and 
set up triggers, or event- 
driven scripts, that deter¬ 
mine the course of contact 
interaction. By associating 
these triggers with a spe¬ 
cific campaign, follow-up 
call, meeting, or task, you 
automate the sales or mar¬ 
keting process. And by 
linking contacts, action 
plans, and whole projects, 
you can view all past and 
future interactions. 

In the next version of WinSales, we’d like to see wizards 
that walk you through the program’s trickier features and 
set up agents for you. Another drawback is the price: Few 
software packages sell for as much as $495 these days. 

For companies that need to automate their follow-through 
actions and provide templated plans and scripts, WinSales 
adds structure and streamlines procedures. Just make sure you 
build in time for the learning curve. JAMES OLIVER CURY 



Pros: Automated follow- 
through and group-oriented 
action-planning features. 
Cons: Tricky interface; no 
wizardstohelpyou set up. 
Verdict: Powerful contact 
management, if you can get 
past the complex interface. 

$495 [single user], 

$1,495 [network version] 
est. street price 
WinSales 
[206] 747-2464 
Reader Service No. 870 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Desktop Toys 

H Sometimes that never-ending spreadsheet gets to be 
too much. You just feel like, well, destroying some¬ 
thing. Lucky for you, Desktop Toys serves as a nice 
alternative to a smashed monitor. With this collection 
of nine entertaining animated gadgets, you can blow up or 
rub out anything on your Windows desktop—without doing 



any permanent damage. 

The first few go-rounds 
with Desktop Toys are fun: 

Bomb this, shoot that, deci¬ 
mate whatever. There’s a 
gun, a hammer, a spaceship, 
a huge eraser, a gigantic ani¬ 
mated thumb that smudges 
out everything in its path, a 
painter, and an alien super¬ 
hero. The novelty of this 
pseudo-violence quickly 
wears thin, but a couple of 
simple games give Desktop 
Toys a slightly longer life on your hard drive. A unique 
gizmo, for example, changes your mouse pointer into a spring, 
which you can bounce objects off to get “splat points.” 

There’s only one hitch: When your stress level is up, 
you want to create havoc now. But starting up Desktop 
Toys takes a while. Even on a Pentium, by the time you 
start shooting, the impulse may have passed. JACK LYON 


Desktop Toys 

Pros: Mindless fun and stress 
relief for even the worstday. 
Cons: Short on tricks and 
long on start-up time. 

Verdict: A cheap way 
to shoot holes in any 
spreadsheet or report; 
worth the price for its 
entertainment value. 

$18 est. street price 
Desktop Toys 
[800] 245-4525 
Reader Service No. 871 






































DELL DIMENSION DELL DIMENSION 1 "XPS Pro200 • MS® Office Professional with 

Reliable PCs For 200MHz PENTIUM® PRO PROCESSOR Bookshelf for Windows® 95 (N.F.I.) 


r 

High Performance . M j ni T ower Mo del • AWE32 Wave Table Sound Card 

Computing * 32MB ramR | G HT™ Memory ‘ Altec Lansing ACS-31 Speakers 

(128MB Max RAM) • 28.8 Fax/Modem 

* 256KB Internal L2 Cache • Microsoft® Windows NT™ with 

* 2.1GB Hard Drive [10.5ms, Mode 4] 1 Year Windows NT Support’ 

* 17LS Monitor (15.7" v.i.s.) * Upgrade to 64MB oframBIGHT 

* Imagine 128-bit Graphics memory for $1300 more. 

Accelerator with 4MB VRAM Business Lease : $187/Mo. 

* 6X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive Order Code #500210 

The New 

200MHz Dell Dimension 

XPS Pro200 

$5100 



■ 


CAREFUL. 
THE CUTTING 
EDGE JUST 


CONSIDERABLY 


Introducing the Dell Dimension XPS 
Pro200. The first Pentium® Pro-based PC 
designed to bring Windows NT in all its 
32-bit glory screaming to your desktop. 

Around the new 200MHz Pentium Pro 
processor we've configured 
a mini-tower designed 
to run 32-bit applications 
like a bat out of hell. 

The bus is PCI. The hard drive, a full 2.1 GB. 
The monitor is a 17LS (15.7" v.i.s.). The video 
is powered by the 128-bit Imagine Graphics 
Card with 4MB VRAM. The CD-ROM is 6X. 



PENTIUM.PRO 


As for memory, that's up to you. We start 


with 32MB, you can upgrade to 128MB. 



TO ORDER, CALL 


All this and a full year of Windows NT 
software support and the answer to all your 
Windows NT questions, for a mere $5,199. 

It's the cutting edge of g true 32-bit 
lifestyle. Brought to you by Dell. Who else? 

D34L 


800 - 241-5857 


In Canada? call 800-839-0148 
Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun 12pm-5pm CT • http://www.us.dell.com/ 

| Keycode #02102 | 


tFor a complete copy of oor Guarantees or Limited Warranties, please write Dell USA L.P., 2214 W. Braker Lane, Building 3, Austin, TX 78758. ^Business 
leasing arranged by Leasing Group, Inc. ‘Prices and specifications valid in the U.S. only and subject to change without notice. The Intel Inside logo and 
Pentium are registered trademarks and the Pentium Pro Processor logo is a trademark of Intel Corporation. MS, Microsoft. Windows and the Windows 
logo are registered trademarks and Windows NT is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation. ©1996 Dell Computer Corporation. All rights reserved. 



























if you think file transfer is all we do, 
you need some time away from the office. 


appreciate kow muck more Lap Link® 
windows* for Windows® 95 kas to offer, all you kave 
to do is kit tke road. 

Wkerever you go-across tke kail, across 
town or across tke country—if you’ve got LapLink, 
you kave everytking you need to access anytking 
you want on your desktop or your network. 

Witk tkis single piece of software, you 
can read and send e- mail, run datakases and 
custom appkcations, synckronize data and, yes, 
even transfer files. 

Since tkere’s no need to ckange apps to 
do all tkese tilings, tkere’s no need to kang up 
and redial. And since LapLink works tke same 


way over modems, IPX and TCP/IP networks, 
serial cakles, parallel cakles, wireless, even tke 
Internet, tkere’s no need to lakoriously reconfigure. 

And tkere’s no need to worry akout 
compatikikty. Our 16-kit version is kuilt rigkt 
into LapLink for Windows 95, so connecting 
to Windows 3.1 systems is no proklem at all. 

By now, you prokakly can’t wait to get your 
kands on tke latest LapLink. So you'll ke glad to 
know tkat upgrading—from an earker LapLink, 
or from anotker product altogetker-is ridiculously 

inexpensive. Call 800-843-939*?. Better yet, 

see your reseller, It’ll give you an excuse to get 
away from tke office. 


TILLING 

SOFTWARE 



©1996 Traveling Software, Inc. LapLink is a registered trademark of Traveling Software. http://www.travsoft.cc 

Circle 234 on reader service card. 










Two guesses who 
just bought a Quantex, 


pentium 


AT 

1 1 yi 


e that 


o, you’re not seeing double. But 
you are seeing a dual reaction 
to getting a Quantex. It’s 
the same reaction 
customers have 
been experiencin 
for years. One 
of confidence. 

Excitement. 

And the 
knowledge ft 
they’ve just made 
one of the smartest 
buys since computers 
were invented. 

HHHff You see, 

compare. Really compare. 

Not just price, but features 
I and technology, too. And when 
they do, they discover dollar for 
dollar, feature for feature, Quantex 
can’t be beat. When you compare 
and decide on a Quantex, you’ll look 







Quantex Gives You The Best 


YOU AND YOUR QUANTEX PC ARE A PERFECT PAIR. 



WINDOWS 


PC WORLD 


“The Quantex 
QP5/133 SM-1 
still delivers a 
whopping amount of computer for the 
money. It costs nearly $1000 less than 
its typical Pentium-133 competitor...” 
(November ‘95) 


Recomputing 

Quantex QP5/100 SM selected 
Top Pick: Pricewise Direct System. I 
“You can't get more for less. We 
checked” (November ‘95). 


people say that Quantex PCs seem to have a dual personality. On one hand, they’re packed with 
power, and features. On the other hand, they’re aggressively priced to 
on your bank account. Which side reflects the “real Quantex?” Both of them, 
our high-performance multimedia machines to our potent workstations, our cus¬ 
tomers all agree: Quantex gives you more of what you want at an unbeatable value. 

So shop around. Read the reviews. Compare us feature for feature and dollar for 
with any other PC on the market. The more closely you look, the better you’ll 
one else can quite match up to Quantex. 


OUR COMMITMENT WORKS TO YOUR ADVANTAGE. 


At Quantex, your complete satisfaction is our number one priority. We’ve based 
our business around it. And while our company has evolved over the years, our 1 
focus has never wavered. 

How do we do it? By sweating the details. We’re working harder, day in and day I 
out, to create a line of meticulously engineered, technologi- I 
cally advanced, fully-loaded and competitively priced I 
, j. . , PCs. From family multimedia systems to Pentium® I 

into all the hottest Pro microprocessor workstations, we’ll never 

compromise about putting performance into I 
your hands. That attitude reaches into every I 
facet of our company. You’ll notice it in our peo- 
pie, in conveniences like our Internet homepage, I 
and, of course, in our award-winning systems. 


PLUG AND PLAY, THROUGH AND THROUGH. 


Here’s a tip from Quantex: when looking for a personal computer, I 
you should be aware that even though a system loaded with 
_ Windows® 95 is Plug and Play capable, that doesn’t mean that the I 
components are Plug and Play. Fact is, most companies’ compo- I 
nents are not! And that can lead to difficult upgrading or even I 
component incompatibility! 

That’s why, from monitors to motherboards to multime-1 
g|ery component that goes into a Quantex is Plug and Play I 
pliant. With this assurance that everything is self-configur- I 
, you’ll never have to worry about setting jumpers or per- I 
ming compatibility tests. It’s just one more way Quantex I 
& easier. 







Of Both Worlds 


Designed for 

m 

Microsoft 

Windows' 95 


SOME PEOPLE LIKE TO JUDGE US BY THE COMPANY WE KEEP. 



That’s why we only work with products you know and trust from the best names in t 
business. Like Intel, Microsoft, Novell, Diamond Multimedia, Sony, Western Digital, 
MAG Innovision, Altec Lansing Multimedia, Ensoniq and Toshiba. 

With components like these, you’re guaranteed top-flight performance and 
mum reliability. When it comes to quality, Quantex doesn’t cut corners! ji 

PENTIUM PRO PROCESSORS: THE LEAP IN PC TECHNOLOGY. 

They’ve finally arrived! And Quantex has incorporated them into some of the 
finest workstations you’ll find. We’ve combined Intel’s advanced Pentium Pro 
processor with the new Intel Orion Chip Set, SCSI technology, vast storage 
capacity, and Windows NT for the ultimate in power, accessibility, and flexibil¬ 
ity. The result is one of the fastest, most reliable workstations on the market. 

Looking for cutting edge? Check out Quantex. 

http://WWW.QUANTEX.COM 

It’s no secret that our website has become an Internet 
hotspot! Whether you’re consulting one of our salespeo¬ 
ple, accessing system information, downloading new 
software upgrades, or linking up with Quantex Computer 
owners, our site is the place to be! 

SOLID CUSTOMER SERVICE AND SUPPORT. 


Vigorous testing and strict quality control give our PCs one of 
the industry’s best reliability records. We’re so confident, 
system is backed by a 30-Day Money Back Guarantee. 

there’s One Year Express Parts Replace 
One Year Free On-Site Service,* and 
Free Technical Support. We even offe| 
f * -M<idw OP 1 ' 00 °f extending the protection ol 
xJ*** your system for up to 4 years under 

Dentium GE Service Protection Warranty Plan 
lr„ o c E s 8 o n A t Quantex, we’ve got you covered. 


ComputeiLife 


‘With solid 
performance 
and a meaty 
bundle of home-oriented software, 
Quantex’s QP5/100 M-4 stands out as a well 
stocked home system...the best performer 
of the bunch, the QP5/100 M-4 is a savvy 
purchase” (December ‘95). 


/ went for that 
great 


MUIJlMEDf 
















QP5/100 M-2 


$1599 


■ Intel 100MHz Pentium processor 

■ 8MB EDO Performance-Enhanced Memory 

■ 1GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1,44MB Floppy Drive 

■ 64-Bit PCI Graphics Accelerator w/1 MB 
(MPEG Playback Ready) 

■ 15" MAG Digital 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 14,400 Baud Fax/Modem w/Voice Mail 

■ Toshiba 6X 175ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ 16-Bit Stereo Sound Card 

■ Digitally Controlled Stereo Speakers 

■ Mini-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Microsoft Windows 95 

■ Family Software Bundle (preinstalled) 


QP5/75 M-2.$1499 

QP5/120 M-2.$1649 


$3099 


QP5/166 SM-2 


■ Intel 166MHz Pentium processor 

■ Intel 430HX PCI set 

■ 16MB EDO Performance-Enhanced memory 

■ 512KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2GB ATA-2 Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 

■ Diamond Stealfh64 TO Video w/ 2MB 
VRAM (MPEG Playback Ready) 

■ 17" 26dp MAG 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 28,800 Baud Fax/Modem w/Voice Mail 

■ Toshiba 6X 175ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-31 Speakers 
w/ subwoofer 

■ Mid-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 


[QP5/150 SM-1 


QP5/133 SM 


$2249 


■ Intel 133MHz Pentium® processor 

■ 16MB EDO Performance-Enhanced Memory 

■ 256KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 1.6GB 9ms EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1,44MB Floppy Drive, 

■ STB FbweiGraph 64 Vk 
RAM (MPEG Pk 

■ 15" MAG Digital 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 28,800 Baud Fax/Modem w/Voice Mail 

■ Toshiba 6X 175ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

■ Mid-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Microsoft* Windows® 95 

■ Professional Software Bundle (preinstalled) 


Quantex That’s 


Microsoft 

Windows'95 


Above system features QP5/SM-1 


■ Intel 150MHz Pentium processor 

■ 16MB EDO Performance-Enhanced Memory 

■ 256KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2GB ATA-2 Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 

■ STB FbneGraph 64 Videow/2MB EDO 

■ 17" ,26dp MAG 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 28,800 Baud Fax/Modem w/Voice Mail 
m Toshiba 6X 175ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

■ Mid-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Microsoft Windows 95 

■ Professional Software Bundle (preinstalled) 


$2699 



pentiunrf 


QP5/100 SM.$2099 

QP5/120 SM.$2149 

0P5/150 SM.$2349 


QP5/120 SM-1.$2499 

QP5/133 SM-1.$2599 

QP5/166 SM-1.$2899 


■ Microsoft Windows95 


■ Upgrade to 2.5GB EIDE Haid Drive for $69 

QP5/133 SM-2.$2799 

QP5/150 SM-2.$2899 
























Right For You 


IQP5/120 M-3 


■ Intel 120MHz Pentium processor 

■ 16MB EDO Performance-Enhanced Memory 

■ 1.2GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 

■ 64-Bit PCI Graphics Accelerator w/ 2MB 
(MPEG Playback Ready) 

■ 15"MAG Digital 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 14,400 Baud Fax/Modem w/Voice Mail 
a Toshibo 6X 175ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ 16-Bit Stereo Sound Card 

■ Digitally Controlled Stereo Speakers 

■ Mid-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Microsoft Windows95 

■ Family Software Bundle (preinstalled) 


0P5/75 M-3.$1749 

QP5/100 M-3.$1849 

QP5/133 M-3.$1999 


QP5/133 M-4 


$2199 


■ Intel 133MHz Pentium processor 

■ 16MB EDO Performance-Enhanced Memory 

■ 256KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 1.6GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1,44MB Floppy Drive 

■ STB FWSraph 64 Video w/ 2MB EDO RAM 
(MPEG Playback Ready) 

■ 15" MAG Digital 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 28,800 Baud Fax/Modem w/Voice Mail 

■ Toshiba 6X 175ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

■ Mid-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Microsoft Windows95 

■ Family Software Bundle (preinstalled) 


QP5/120 M-4.$2099 

QP5/150 M-4.$2299 

0P5/166 M-4.$2499 


Family Software Bundle 


■ Novell PerfectHome: 

PerfectWorks; Memphis Math; Write With Me; InfoCentral; 
Grammatik; Clip Art for the Home; Clip Art for the Office; 
Read With Me 1 & 2; PerfectWorks for Kids 

■ Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia 

■ Complete Reference Library (over 10 titles) 

■ Al Unser Jr. Arcade Racing * 

■ USS Ticonderoga 

■ Animals II 

■ How Your Body Works 

■ Quicken Financial Manager-SE 

■ Everywhere USA Travel Guide 

■ America Online, Prodigy, CompuServe I 

■ NetCruiser Plus (Free Internet Access of over 400 hours for one month) 


Professional Software Bundle 


■ Novell PerfectOffice: 

WordPerfect 6.1; Quattro Pro 6.0; Envojf; fnfoCen^|pr 
Presentations GroupWise 

■ Grolier Multimedia Encydopedi^^g^jP^^ 

■ Complete Reference LibrarySiverhOtitiksincluded) 

■ SharkWare (The best way to manage your Contacts. Calendar. 

Phone Calls and To-Do list) ■) 

■ Quicken Financial Manager SE , 

■ Astound (#1 in Multimedia Presentations) 

■ Phone Disc Business ‘95 ‘ ’’ ; 

■ Al Unser Jr. Arcade Racing 

■ USS Ticonderoga 

■ America Online, Prodigy, CompuServe 

■ NetCruiser Plus (Free Internet Access of over 400 hours for one month) 


QP6/150 WS-1 


$4499 


■ Intel 150MHz Pentium Pro processor 

■ 32MB RAM 

■ 256KB Internal L2 Cache 

■ 2GB Fast Wide SCSI Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 

■ Adaptec 2940W PCI Wide SCSI Controller 

■ Diamond Stealth64 PCI w/2MB VRAM 

■ 17" ,26dp MAG 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ Toshiba 6.7X SCSI CD-ROM Drive 

■ ATX Tower Case 

■ MS Natural Keyboard 

■ Microsoft Mouse 

■ MS Windows NT Workstation " 3.51 

■ 3-Year Warranty* 

■ Upgrade to Diamond Stealth64 PCI 
w/4MB VRAM & 4GB SCSI Hard Drive 
for $399 more 


QP6/180 WS-1.$4599 

QP6/200 WS-1.$4799 


QP6/200 WS-2 


$5899 


■ Intel 200MHz Pentium Pro processor 

■ 32MB RAM 

■ 256KB Internal L2 Cache 

■ 4GB Fast Wide SCSI Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 

■ Adaptec 2940W PCI Wide SCSI Controller 

■ Diamond Stealth64 PCI w/4MB VRAM 

■ 21" ,28dp MAG 1600x1280 Monitor 

■ Toshiba 6.7X SCSI CD-ROM Drive 

■ ATX Tower Case 

■ MS Natural Keyboard 

■ Microsoft Mouse 

■ MS Windows NT Workstation 3.51 

■ 3-Year Warranty* 

■ Upgrade to 64MB RAM for $700 more 


QP6/150 WS-2.$ 5599 

QP6/180 WS-2.$ 5699 


Upgrade Specials 


“Options Available with System Purchase” 

■ Ensoniq® 16-bit wavetable sound card and Altec Lansing ACS- 
31 Speakers w/subwoofer Add $99 (upgrade from systems with 16 -bit 

■ Microsoft Natural Keyboard Add $59 

■ Panasonic KX-6100 Laser Printer Add $349 

■ Diamond Stealth64 PCI W/2MB VRAM to 4MB VRAM... Add $149 


■ 2GB Wide SCSI Hard Drive to 4GB Wide SCSI.Add $299 

■ 6.7X SCSI CD-ROM Drive to Panasonic Power Drive 2 ...Add $199 

■ Sony 1.3GB Magneto Optical Drive.Add $1399 

■ Conner 3.2GB SCSI Tape Backup.Add $399 

■ Iomega Zip Drive.Add $179 



1-800-787-8686 

http ://www. Q uantex.com 


Quantex Microsystems, Inc. 

400B Pierce Street, Somerset, NJ 08873 


M Canada Puerto Ric0 

1-800-793-4167 t—mm 1-800-793-4185 
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Optika and Penguin Electronic More reviews on page 186 


IMAGING AND DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT 

Optika FilePower 


I When you consider the cost of office space these 
days, archiving paper documents just doesn’t make 
good financial sense. A better solution? Using 
imaging for document management. Designed for 
large businesses that handle hundreds, or even thousands, 
of pages of orders and invoices every day, Optika’s File- 
Power Suite CD provides an easy-to-use open client- 
server solution to help tame the paper tiger. 

FilePower handles three of the steps in the imaging 



process—scanning, stormg 
electronically, and routing 
(for archiving, faxing, or 
printing). And it combines 
those tasks with program- 
development tools, output 
to laser disc, and workflow 
analysis and modification— 
all on one CD-ROM. 

Using FilePower’s unique 
WorkBooks distribution 
metaphor, users package 
files together in “contain- 1 ' 
ers” that they can dis¬ 
seminate via e-mail, the Internet, or CD-ROM. 

Although FilePower has competitors in the market for 
enterprise-wide document imaging and management 
(namely, FileNet and Wang), none offers a single solution 
that encompasses so many areas. Optika FilePower works 
with all platforms and any number of sites. It runs on 
Windows clients with either Windows or Windows NT 
servers. Databases it supports include Oracle, SQL Server, 
Sybase, and Gupta’s SQL Base. JAMES OLIVER CURY 


Optika FilePower 
Suite CD 

Pros: Enterprise- or 
workgroup-wide imaging and 
document management. 
Cons: It’s expensive. 

Verdict: A complete, open 
imaging system for sites that 
handle tons of paper-based 
records. 

$2,000 per seat est. street price 
Optika Imaging Systems 
(719) 548-9800 
Reader Service No. 872 


ENTERTAINMENT REFERENCE 


Movie & Video Guide 1996 


B it’s Friday night after a long week at the office, and all 
you want to do is relax and pop a movie into the VCR. 
But with so many new movies hitting the shelves, 
how do you choose? You could browse through your 
local video store, or you could pick up the software edition 
of Leonard Maltin’s Movie & Video Guide 1996. 



You don’t need a CD- 
ROM drive to find out 
what’s hot and what’s not 
in the movie world. On six 
floppy disks, the Movie & 

Video Guide provides 
detailed listings, ratings, 
and descriptions. 

Curious to know what 
other movies Vivian Leigh 
starred in? You can search 
for movies by actor, year, or 
director; Leonard Maltin’s 
rating; or a host of other 
attributes. But be forewarned: The search engine is s-l-o-w. 

We’d love to see why a movie is rated R, to help decide 
whether it’s suitable for kids. And stills or video clips would 
be a plus. But for that, you’ll have to pick up a CD-ROM like 
Microsoft’s Cinemania 96. For quick movie information, 
though, Leonard Maltin’s Movie & Video Guide 1996 is a 
handy digital guide to the world of film. KYLA K. CARLSON 


Movie & Video 
Guide 1996 

Pros: No CD-ROM drive 
needed. 

Cons: Slow search engine; 
lacks cool multimedia. 

Verdict: A quick but limited 
way to find a movie for any 
occasion. 

$35 est. street price 
Penguin Electronic 
(800) 253-6476, (212) 366-2000 
Reader Service No. 873 
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50% BRIGHTER. 25% SMALLER. 
It’s not just active matrix. 

IT’S HYPER 

active-matrix. 



Hyper. It means above 1 
and beyond. And that’s our 
new IitePro 580. 

It’s the smallest, lightest 
and brightest multimedia projector. Ever. 

The LitePro 580 has built-in video support and stereo 
speakers. Yet it’s about the size of an ordinary slide projec¬ 
tor. It’s packed with other fea¬ 
tures, too, like a zoom lens 
that will fill a 25-foot 
wall with your image. And a 
remote control with trackball 
H 11 jRSlto that operates your PC or Mac 
Mr like a wireless mouse. 

Plus, it’s got the latest polysilicon active matrix LCD. 


The In Focus LitePro® 580. The new 
standard in multimedia projectors. 


New polysiliam active matrix 
means you get the highest image 
quality qj any LCD projector. 


Together with advanced 
dichroic optics, it gives you 
the brightest image (over 200 
lumens reflected off the screen) 
and the truest, most saturated colors of any LCD projector. 
So you can give outstanding full-motion multimedia presen¬ 
tations and training sessions without dimming the lights. 

As the leader in LCD projection, we offer a complete 
line of projectors and panels for any need and budget. Call 
us, and we’ll have one on your desk tomorrow with our 
Instant Access Rental Program. You can even try the new 
LitePro 580. Compared to anything else out there, it’s hyper. 

InFbcus 

Great ideas. Brought to light.™ 


Discover electronic presentations. For a test drive or free demo disk, call 1 • 800-294 • 6400. 


31) 23 5623200 Fax (31) 23 5624388. 
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Eccentric 

H Introducing Janna Contact 95. It’s the sexiest, most 
sensible, most useful contact manager you’ve ever seen. 
Because it’s the only one that truly manages contacts. 

Not just your 
phonebooks 
and schedules 
(which it does 
brilliantly, by 
the way), but everything that has anything to do 
with your contacts, including every 
letter, e-mail, fax, spreadsheet, 
presentation, voicenote and 
videoclip. Regardless of the 
application it goes with. Right 
your fingertips, right from Janr 
when you need them (which is “ 
hottest prospect is calling). We call it integrated contact 

Circle 128 oi 


Dociiiwientcentric 


and document management. You’ll call it brilliant, 
g You’ll also call it really cool. Because it’s the first 
contact manager to take full advantage of Windows® 
95. The only one that’s certified 

. :m _ 

OFFICE 


ACT! 


$69 Competitive Upgrade Offei 

Get the hottest contact manager working for you 
without delay. Upgrade your copies of ACT! 1 to ne’ 
jiur new Import Wi 


Contact, exactly 
ow”, because your 


Microsoft® Office 95 compatible, : 

Windows 95 

looks and feels just like the world’s best-selling suite. 

And it’s available for Windows 3.1 with Office version 4 
compatibility. 11 It’s also networkable right out of the box, 
so you can share everything across your workgroup. 

Call for a dealer near you. Or to 
k take advantage of our $99 
introductory price or $69 
upgrade for ACT! and other I 
contact managers and PIMs, including fl 
Lotus® Organizer, ECCOT JODIIS _ __ 

Contact 95 


Sidekick®, and Maximizer®. 
You’d be crazy not to. 


a.com or CompuServe: GO JANNA. For information via fax: 800-282-0478. 

property of Janna Systems Inc. tm and ® signify manufacturer’s trademark or registered trademark respectively. 
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got insurance 


my crashes your cc 
what if he crashes 

your hard cfcfive? 


1 



At leading computer 
and electronic stores 



The Ditto" Easy 800 

Insurance for the 
important stuff on your PC. 
Installs in 5 minutes. 
Also available in a 
3.2 gigabyte model. 



1-step software 

Easy to use 

point-and-click operation. 
Backs up while you work. 


i That's why you've got to buy an Iomega Ditto drive. It's a cool little red drive that works like 
[insurance for all the stuff on your PC: software applications, files, work, games, everything. 

| You just point and click and the Ditto drive goes to work backing up your entire hard drive. And 
[while it works, you can continue to work. Naturally, installation has been made super simple. All of 
which has made Iomega one of the fastest-growing data storage companies in the world. 

So insure all the important stuff on your PC with the Ditto drive. At $149.95, how can you afford not 
to? 5ee your computer or electronics dealer today. Because, as you know, accidents can happen. 

BECAUSE It’S YOUR STUF F. 



Iomega 












Share your designs with other programs 
using the Windows clipboard, 

OLE-2, and file _ 
compatibility 
with DWG, DXF, 

IGES, BMP, WMF, 
and other file formats. 


More than 30 realistic materials are 1 
included to make your designs come 
to life with the look of brass, wood, 
marble, and more! 


Easily label your designs 
with 3D dimensions and 
3D text. 


1 

I Des 

I" wit! 


DesignCAD is easy to customize 
■ with the Microsoft Visual Basic 
interface, macros and customizable 
menus and toolbars. 


K_The 2D drawing mode allows 

B easy designing of floor plans 
1 and shop drawings. 


• New DWG file compatibility 
for AutoCAD file transfer. 

• Full Windows 95 Support 

• True 3D CAD with Solid 
Modeling 

• Realistic Shading 

• 3-D Animation 

• Free Technical Support 


Produce professional 
results with smooth 
shading and 3D animation. 


Introductory offer 

Only $299! 

Normally $49900 


Use solid modeling features 
such as the subtraction of 
one solid from another and 
interference checking. 


More than 500 2D symbols and 
250 3D symbols included free! 


DesignCAD 3D for Windows 95 
fully supports long file names, 
Microsoft Mail, drag and drop, 
and full 32-bit support. 




DesignCAD Office 95 


(also available for Windows 3. 


The complete CAD solution. Eight great programs individually would 
over $1,900. Your price for DesignCAD Office is only $995. 

DesignCAD 3D for Windows 95 

DesignCAD 2D for Windows 95 - Powerful, easy-to-use drafting package. 

DesignCAD 3D Symbol Library - 700+ symbols in true 3D! 

DesignCAD 2D Symbol Library - 7000+ architectural and industrial symbols. 

ScanPRO Convert Scanned images into DesignCAD. 

Instant Estimator - Automatically calculate costs of a project. Competitive 

Instructional Videos - Video tutorials for DesignCAD 2D and 3D. Upgrade $595 
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MULTIPLE 

CHOICE. 





leader in automotive audio sys¬ 
tems. That’s why it has a level 
of dependability, sophistication, 
and advanced features un¬ 
matched by any other CD-ROM 
drive. To top it all off, it’s 
covered by an Alps one-year 
warranty. For details and the 
name of your nearest Alps 
dealer, call 1-800-720-ALPS 
(2577). And start enjoying free¬ 
dom of choice with the new 
Alps 4X CD-ROM Changer. 


ALPS 


3553 North First Street 
San Jose, CA 95134 
(800) 720-ALPS (2577) 
CompuServe: GO ALPS 
BBS: (408) 432-6424 
Internet: http://www.alpsusa.com 

0 1995 Alps Electric, ALPS is a 


Introducing the Alps 
4X CD-ROM Changer. 

The more choices you have, 
the more freedom, flexibility, 
and convenience you enjoy. 
And greater choice is exactly 
what the new Alps 4X CD-ROM 
Changer is all about. While 
most CD-ROM drives handle 
one disk at a time, the Alps 4X 
CD-ROM Changer accommo¬ 
dates up to four CDs in a con¬ 
venient, portable magazine. 


So you can load up multiple 
applications, encyclopedias, 
or audio CDs. And switch from 
one to another with a mouse 


efficient way to work, play, 
do research, and get more 
done, faster. Even better, you 
can buy extra CD-ROM maga¬ 
zines to organize, store, and 
protect your CD-ROM collec¬ 
tions. And in seconds, load 
anything from a suite of 
business applications to a 
collection of Bach suites. 

The versatility doesn’t 
end there. The Alps 4X 
CD-ROM Changer runs on 
today’s most popular platforms, 
including DOS, Windows® 3.1, 
and Windows 95. It handles a 
wide variety of formats, includ¬ 
ing audio CD, Photo CD,” 
CD+, CD-i-Digital Video, and 
video CD. And it’s also easy to 
install, so you can do it your¬ 
self. The Alps 4X CD-ROM 
Changer fits any standard 
5.25" drive bay. It works with 
most standard sound boards. 
And everything needed for 
installation is included—user’s 


guide, software, enhanced IDE- 
compatible interface card, 
cables, and Multi Pl ayer '” soft¬ 
ware for playing audio and 
video CDs with full on-screen 
control. Add a full-motion 
RealMagic™ card, and you can 
even play video in Windows 3.1. 

Finally, the 4X CD-ROM 
Changer is built to last because 
it’s built around a unique disc¬ 
changing mechanism created 
by Alpine Electronics, a world 





























WINDOWS 95 


SPSS and Zebra Technologies More reviews on page 192 


STATISTICS 


SPSS 7.0 for Windows 


B If you’re in a business that involves statistics, odds are 
you spend a lot of time switching between your spread¬ 
sheet, your word processor, and a statistics package 
like SPSS 6.0 for analyzing data. Now you can work in 
one program: SPSS 7.0 for Windows 95 and Windows NT 
integrates several key spreadsheet and word-processing fea¬ 
tures, making it a more useful tool for statistical analyses. 

SPSS 7.0 gives you greater control over your output. For 
example, you can change a font’s size and color as well as add 



headers within the report. 

The package includes pivot 
tables and preformatted 
table templates for creating 
attractive output. 

By employing a split¬ 
screen view (one half is the 
SPSS output and the other a 
hierarchical organization of 
the sections of the analysis), 
the Output Navigator 
makes it easier to work 
with completed statistical 
output. The hierarchical 
structure lets you quickly jump to sections in your analysis. 

Improvements in statistical analysis include a more versa¬ 
tile General Linear Modeling procedure as well as new func¬ 
tions and probability plots, such as Weibull and Gamma. 

While SPSS 7.0’s interface is still less intuitive than a 
spreadsheet’s, it’s a lot easier to use than previous versions. 
Combining data analysis with reporting and presentation 
functions, SPSS 7.0 is the premier statistical package for 
Windows 95. GEORGE HACKMAN 


SPSS 7.0 for 
Windows 

Pros: Improved presentation 
and reporting features. 

Cons: Still not as easy to use 
as a spreadsheet. 

Verdict: The premier 
statistical-analysis package 
for Windows 95. 

$695 for base module; starts at 
$395 for add-on modules 
SPSS 

(312) 329-2400, (800) 543-2185 
Reader Service No. 874 
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Barcode Anything 


R So you want to bar code your software? Fine. Your 
name badges? No problem. Your dog? Hmm, maybe 
not your dog. But if there’s room for a label, with Zebra 
Technologies’ Barcode Anything suite, chances are you 
can bar code it. Use this program to create a bar-coding system 
to track products, people, and just about anything else. 



Barcode Anything com¬ 
prises three components: 

Label helps you design bar- 
coded labels for videotapes, 
folders, or badges. Track 
lets you import informa¬ 
tion from those labels into 
its database. And Scan lets 
you locate that database 
information quickly by 
scanning the bar-code 
labels with a handy parallel- 
port scanning wand. 

The labels in Barcode 
Anything are simple to create. New users should beware, 
however: Lurking beneath that familiar Windows interface 
is a true database filled with numbers, commas, and com¬ 
mands. Casual computer users may find it intimidating. 

Barcode Anything is great for identifying wares in stor¬ 
age and at trade shows, but it may be too labor-intensive 
for weekend bar coders. JULIE McCullough 

april 1996 


Barcode Anything 

Pros: You really can barcode 
almost anything. 

Cons: Figuringoutwhattodo 
after you apply your barcodes 
is a different story. 

Verdict: Perfect for a video 
store’s tapes or a medical 
office’s records. 

$379 est. street price (includes 
scanning wand) 

Zebra Technologies VTI 
(801) 576-9700, (800) 477-5589 
Reader Service No. 877 










































































































Family Since The 


We have assembled quite a group. You see, nobody 
makes more CD recorders in more configurations, 
with more features, a longer warranty, or lower price 
than MicroNet. In feet, we offer today’s broadest line 
—of CD recorders including both internal 
and external 2X, 4X drives and removable 
DataDock® modules. Our 2X internal 
version is now being offered at an incredibly low $979 
SRP—the lowest priced CD recording solution on 

PVPyl the market. The external version is only $1,195. For professional applications we even offer CD mastering 
InKJ stations with a built-in hard drive. Like all of our CD recorders, they feature Incat Systems’ Easy-CD Pro® : :- Z-Sk 
jl software for Windows 95 and Windows NT. For Windows 3.1 users, Easy-CD Pro/MM® is included for 

unrivaled recording convenience. And, for a limited time, all CD recorder purchases will include Easy-CD M \)\j4xlaws : ’95 
BackUp®, Incat Systems’ versatile backup software for CD recorders—a $149 value. Sound good? Well it is. 

MicroNet products are second to none. And, with customer support seven days a week, 24 hours a day, our service doesn’t play 
second fiddle to anyone either. Need more convincing? Simply call toll-free 1-800-650-DISK or contact your nearest MicroNet reseller 
to start recording your own classics. 




Micro 

California (714) 453-6100, htl 
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Hey, everyone can use a little help. 
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The New 
Standard 
is Here 


One SCSI Drive 


Both 4X CD-ROM and Rewritable Optical 


It's the Phasewriter Dual™ with PD technology 
from Toray and it transcends existing standards 
with more flexibility than any other optical drive. 
Phasewriter Dual reads CD-ROMs at quad speed 
and reads or writes to optical disks at a blistering 
.87 MBytes/second transfer rate. Just drop a 
CD-ROM into our new Phasewriter Dual or 
switch to a 650 MByte single-sided rewritable 
disk for portable data exchange. The Phasewriter 
Dual is setting new standards with higher 
capacity and CD-ROM compatibility at a much 
lower cost. 

And it's Fast, Fast, Fast! 

Plug this drive into any platform hardware or 
network and you're ready to go. 


The single front loading tray holds CD-ROMs or 
Toray's CD-size rewritable optical (PD)disks. 
Because it is a SCSI drive, the software identifies 
and mounts either media automatically. 


For information on drives, media or the retailer 
nearest you, call 1-800-TORAY-PD. 


PHAHWRITERI 


by 

'TORAY' 


email: info@toray.com Internet: http://www.toray.com 
©1995 Toray Marketing & Sales (America), Inc. 












National Speed Limit Revoked! 



«U IS on the Internet - http://www.alr.com, COMPUSERVE - GO ALRIIIC S / 


For a limited time, ALR has just 
increased the speed limit for a $995 

The ALR OPTIMA SL 


(MSRP) Pentium® chip-based system 
from 75-totOMffc 

That’s right, while supplies last, you 
can own the popular ALR OPTIMA SL, 
loaded with 100-MHz Pentium technology, 
for less than a thousand dollars. And wait 
until you see all the other extras packed 
into this sturdy business PC. Performance 
boosting extras like a built-in PCI IDE 
interface and an integrated local bus video 
controller. The OPTIMA SL is even ISA 
and PCI Plug ‘n’ Play compatible, making 
it a natural Windows® 95 workstation or 
Windows® NT client 

If you’re looking for a complete Plug 
‘n’ Play solution, check out the Model 


850B. Just add a monitor, and you’ll be in 
the computing fast lane in no time. Add a 
network card, and you’ve 
got a ready-to-run, easy-to- 
configure network workstation. 

And now with the recent introduction 
of the ALR OPTIMA DT and OPTIMA 
MT, you can get this same commitment 
to value and performance in two larger 
form factors. 

Like all ALR systems, 
the ALR OPTIMA line is 
covered by the industry lead¬ 
ing 5 year/36 month warranty 
with the first year of on-site service for free*. 

But you better hurry. This offer is only 
good while supplies last. So put the pedal 
to the metal and visit your local ALR 
reseller today. Or call our toll-free number 
today. 



1-800-444-4ALR 

(ref# 5206) 


FIRST TO HARNESS T 




ALR 

Advanced Logic Research, Inc. 
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WINDOWS 95 


Micro Logic and View Software More reviews i 


PERSONAL INFORMATION MANAGER 


Info Select 3.0 


H Imagine putting a search engine on that mountain 
of paper on your desk: You could find what you 
wanted instantly—without having to get organized 
first. Sound good? Try Info Select. The latest ver¬ 
sion (for Windows 95 or 3.x) of this personal information 
manager is more versatile than ever. 

Info Select 3.0 organizes information as rigidly or as 
randomly as you like. And Info Select’s search engine 
locates what you need in seconds, regardless of format. 



Info Select 3.0 for 


In addition, this new 
version lets you categorize 
related notes by hierarchi¬ 
cal topics and folders. 

Although it may take you a 
while to figure out these 
features, they’re a powerful 
way to sort and group 
related information. 

Like other PIMs, Info 
Select is well suited for 
maintaining contact lists that 
include notes and action 
items. However, it’s also 
ideal for organizing ideas, conversations, e-mail, books, CDs, 
and just about anything else you want to keep track of. Plus, 
you can share Info Select files across a network, making it a 
serviceable and inexpensive groupware application. 

Info Select’s unusual interface might be daunting to 
first-time users, but a little experimentation quickly 
reveals the power of this program. If you want to get 
organized without having to change the way you think, 
pick up Info Select. Dylan tweney 


Windows 

Pros: Rapid access to notes, 
contacts, and to-do lists. 
Cons: Quirky interface; 
doesn't integrate with other 
applications. 

Verdict: A cult classic: 
Organize your life without 
rewiring your brain. 

$99 est. street price 
Micro Logic Corp. 

(800] 342-5930, (201) 342-6518 
Reader Service No. 876 


FILE-NAMING UTILITY 

Long File Names 

B Those of us still using Windows 3.1 can’t help but gaze 
longingly at the long filenames our colleagues with Win¬ 
dows 95 are allowed. Well, despair no longer: View Soft¬ 
ware has a utility to help the less fortunate among us: 
Long File Names (LFN) for Windows 3.1 and Windows 95. 
It’s a simple concept and a simple product: LFN alters your 



File Open, Save, and Save 
As dialog boxes so you can 
use as many as 255 charac¬ 
ters per filename. As you 
type a filename, LFN creates 
a DOS-style filename, but 
all you see in the File Open 
dialog box are the long 
names you designated. 

It’s a good concept but a 
bit clunky as implemented. 

For example, the list of 
recently used files in your 
application’s File menu 
shows the DOS filename, not the long name. We also had 
problems sharing files between Windows 3.1 and Windows 
95 systems: The long names didn’t transfer with the files. 

If you don’t share files often and are looking for an easier 
way to track them, LFN is a good solution. But for sharing 
files among systems, you’re better off getting creative with 
those eight-character DOS filenames. KYLA k. carlson 


Long Hie Names 
for Windows 3.1 
and Windows 95 

Pros: Easy, lucid file tracking 
for Windows 3.1 users. 

Cons: Not a good solution if 
you frequently share files 
between systems. 

Verdict: Only Windows 3.1 
users will benefit from LFN. 

$30 est. street price 
View Software 
(415) 487-8439 
Reader Service No. 877 
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‘.‘..the damnedest new program I’ve seen in years... ridiculously, insanely, 
disgustingly easy... this is, to coin a phrase, 

How Computers Ought to Work.” 


“Wow.” 

PCWEEK Sept. 25, '95 


“It’s simply the 
easiest-to-use, 
most productive 
presentation 
graphics 

package I’ve ever 
encountered.” 


PC Letter Oct.l, '95 


“ASAP provides 
a lickety-split 
route from ideas 
to polished 
presentation.” 


Windows Magazine Nov. '95 


“Presentation 
software for the 
graphically 
challenged.” 


PC World Nov. '95 


Create a 
really slick 
presentation 
in the time 
it takes to 
finisbthis. 



Getting your point across has never 
been anything like this easy or this 
Kghtning-fast! In fact, once you’ve got 
your hands on ASAP! you’ll soon be 
using it for more than just presentations. 

Create compelling handouts that 
crystallize your ideas. Enliven boring 
reports so they’ll actually get read! 
These are things you’ve always wanted 
to do, but you haven’t had the time or 
the patience. And now you don’t need 
time or patience. 

Give us a call at 
800-336-8360, ask 
for operator 211, 
and see for yourself 
what all the excite¬ 
ment is about. 


>I'I BLNIIM, 


type 

click 

present 


PCWEEK Sept. 25, '95 


“ASAP’s 
quick-hit 
approach to 
creating 
presentations 
is extremely 
effective.” 


PC Magazine Dec. 5, '95 


“ASAP is by far the 
easiest, quickest 
presentation 
software package 
I’ve ever seen. 

It blows away the 
market leaders in 
the category 
when it comes to 
letting average, 
nonartistic 
business people 
turn out handsome 
slides quickly and 
without training. 

It basically 
automates the 
whole process.” 


The Wall Street Journal Sept. 21, '95 


Available for only $99 at CompUSA, EggHead, Computer City and other fine stores. 

























"Your Pentium system just doesn't 
do without ATI." 



ATI's new VIDEO XPRESSION™ 
transforms your Pentium into a True 
Multimedia platform. Get incredible 
TV-quality video playback, blazing 
Microsoft - 64-bit acceleration, brilliant true color 
Windows95 graphics, razor sharp images, and solid 
drivers at an affordable price. 

Enjoy amazing quality lull-screen, full-motion MPEG 
video, as if you were watching it on your TV. Play 
arcade games with heart-pounding action and 
eye-popping colors. Turn your PC into an interactive, 
multimedia TV, with ATI's SMART TV™ option. 

Bring scrqpming performance to your applications... 
images appear on-screen instantly. Gain productivity 
in Windows with ATI's enhanced suite of graphics 
utilities. Be secure in your choice with ATI's superior 
productjuality, support and an upgrade path to 
powerfy multimedia options. 

Whether you are upgrading or buying a new system, 
count on ATI's VIDEO XPRESSION to give you True 
Multimedia. 


Designed 


■ Graphics, video and games acceleration! 
> Windows 95/3.1 x / NT & OS/2 drivers | 

■ Multimedia expandable 

■ 16.7 million colors — 

•Easyto install 
•2MB memory 

• 1280x1024 resolution 

• 120Hz refresh 

• 5 year warranty 

• PCI Local Bus 


•TV style user interface 

• Closed caption 

• Close-up zoom 
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FOR MORE INFO: 
CompuServe: GO ATITECH 
Internet: http://www.atitech.ca 
Telephone: (905)882-2600 
Sales: press 1, Faxlnfo: press 2 
Facsimile: (905)882-2620 


Perfecting the PC 


















Ii Demand, Big Money- 
Get into Computer Service! 


Only NRI gives you all the skills and hands-on experience you need to 
succeed. And now, the system you train with and keep 
is better than ever! In fact, no comparable training m 
program includes anything this fast, this complete, or 51 
this cutting-edge! 

✓ Super fast 486DX4/100 MHz CPU 

✓ 8 meg RAM 

✓ 128K cache memory 

✓ 540 meg hard drive 

✓ Super VGA color monitor 
with 1 meg video memory 

✓ 14,400 baud fax/modem 

✓ Quad-speed CD-ROM drive 

✓ 16-bit sound card 

✓ Windows 95 


Reap the benefits of 
experience—train with 
the leader 

Having pioneered at-home training in 
| computer servicing, NRI knows how to 
I prepare you for today’s real-world challenges 
1 — by giving you the opportunity to explore 
the inside of a 486DX4/100 MHz multime¬ 
dia computer to see what makes it tick, what 
can go wrong, and how you can fix it. 

Perform actual experiments with 
1 today’s most sophisticated 
diagnostic tools 

The centerpiece of your NRI training 
is a 486DX4/100 MHz computer 
you put through a series of ^ 
hands-on experiments and 
demonstrations. You build 
confidence in your computer A 
servicing skills as you: 

■ Study NRl’s recently 
updated and expanded 
lessons, all written by top 
experts in the computer 
field. 

Experiment with NRl’s 
exclusive labs: Computer 
Demonstrator, 8085 Micropro¬ 
cessor, and NRI Discovery Lab, a 
complete breadboarding system. 

Perform tests with your digital 
multimeter and Ultra-X 
diagnostic package, including 
the R.A.C.E.R. II plug-in card 
and Quick Tech-PRO menu- 
driven software. 


Thousands of successful NRI graduates 
are proof that these interactive projects keep 
you motivated about learning and prepare 
you for advancement, a new career, or a 
profitable business of your own. See for 
yourself! 

Find out more about NRI 
—the time is right! 

Studies show that jobs for computer service 
technicians are on the rise, much more so 
than other occupations. In fact, a 38% 
increase is expected in the next 10 years! 


Just think: Everyone with a computer is a 
potential customer for you! 

Fill out and send the attached card 
today. Soon you’ll receive a big, full-color 
catalog detailing all you need to know about 
the best training option available... any¬ 
where! ^ 

See other side for more! 

CALL 1-800-321-4634 
EXT. 1504 


NEW! Fast, - 
powerful 486DX4/ 
100 MHz CPU and 
Windows 95! 



SEND CARD TODAY FOR FREE NRI CATALOG! 


Schools For career courses approved under 

4401 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008 [01 Bill, J check for details. 

vf Check one FREE career j Mu | timedia programming 

catalog omy J Desktop Publishing with PageMaker 

J Microcomputer Servicing □ computer Programming 

H Sr□ saw***™?* 


□ TV/Video/Audio Servicing 

□ Basic Electronics 

□ Networking with Windows NT 
J Computer-Aided Drafting 

□ Electronic Music Technology 
J PC Applications Specialist 
J Telecommunications 


□ Visual Programming in C ++ 





Name 

(please print) 

Age 

Address 

City 

a? 

State Zip 

Accredited Member, Distance 

A Division of The McGraw-Hill Companies 

Education and Training Council 0249-0496 





































NRI makes it easy to start a new career 
as a computer service technician 


Training so well-rounded, 
even beginners feel at ease 

Training with NRI is stress-free because 
you’re never overwhelmed. You get a 
solid foundation in electronics and 
computers through bite-sized 
lessons that cover every base, 
from upgrading to peripheral 
repair, from virus protection 
to fixing RAM problems. 

Constantly updated, these 
lessons will serve as 
valuable references 
throughout your new 
career. 

Another resource 
available to you is 
NRI’s team of 
instructors and 
technical 
professionals. By 
reviewing your 
projects, they make sure that you can 
apply theory to real-world demands. 
What’s more, they’re available to answer 
your questions throughout your training 
and career. 

Learn by doing, the NRI way 

Only NRI can ensure your success 
because only NRI gives you hands-on 
experience with the kind of computer, 



peripherals, software, and 
diagnostic equipment 
you’ll be using and 
servicing in the real world. 

As you explore circuitry, 
perform tests and demon¬ 
strations, and learn to 
use the Ultra-X 
tools, multimedia 
peripherals, 
and Windows 


95 included 
in your 
course, you 
quickly gain a 
competitive 
edge over all 
those who 
learned “by the 
book” only. This 
edge will enable you to 
begin earning good money as 
a computer service professional 
even before you complete your training 
program! 

Send for your free catalog on any 
one of NRI’s training programs, including 
Microcomputer Servicing. All come with 
great materials, lifetime instructor 
support, and NRI’s innovative 
TeleGrading system. Find out more 
today! 


SEND CARD TODAY FOR FREE NRI CATALOG 



BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRST CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 10008 WASHINGTON. D.C. 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


fW Schools 

4401 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
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You work with the biggest name in 
operating and applications software: 
WINDOWS 95, the user-friendly program 
everyone’s talking about! 



.r quad-speed C 

16-bit sound card, you learn how t 
maintain these popular peripherals and 
take full advantage of today s multimedia 
technology. 



You train with and keep top-of-the-line 
professional DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT 
from Ultra-X — the R.A.C.E.R. plug-in 
card and QuickTech-PRO diagnostic 
software. These Ingenious tools help you 
quickly locate and correct defects in 
IBM-compatible machines, even if they’re 
only 5% operational! 


If the card is missing, write to: 

^MS^Rfschools 

4401 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20008 


iM is a registered trademark of International Business 
achines Corp. R.A.C.E.R. and QuickTech are registered 
trademarks of Ultra-X, Inc. 
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VisionTek: http://www.visiontek.i 


Elevate /our expectations. Soar to maximum productivity. With VisionTek's T/isionteKj 
lifetime-guaranteed 100%-compatible PC cards and memory modules. Supported with 
toll-free Tek-Support, Tek-Fax, Tek-BBS and Tek-Web technical assistance. And our exclusive 
Corporate Assistance Program. So you and your system can really take off. 1 -800-360-7185. 

Circle 189 on reader service card. 








WINDOWS 95 


Microsoft and SaUSaQG Softwaro More reviews onpage 204 


TRAINING CD-ROM 


Windows 95 Starts Here 


H You bought Windows 95. Feel a bit overwhelmed? 
Take the ten-minute introductory tour. Still over¬ 
whelmed? Try a training disc like Microsoft’s Win¬ 
dows 95 Starts Here. Since Windows 95’s debut last 
August, several companies have produced CD-ROMs to 
help new users and those who’ve upgraded from Windows 
3.1 explore its new features. Windows 95 Starts Here is a 
no-nonsense tutorial that’s straight from the source. 
Unlike other tutorials, this one has no television stars 



or wacky jokes to help 
you through the program. 

But that’s not to say it’s 
not engaging. The disc is 
sprinkled with sound, ani¬ 
mation, and interactive 
tutorials that show you 
what’s in Windows 95 and 
how it works. The tutorial 
includes several sections, 
which cover everything 
from the mouse to the 
Microsoft Network. Win¬ 
dows newbies can start 

with the basics, while intermediate users can dig into new 
features, such as Windows Explorer and long filenames. 

Power users may consider Windows 95 Starts Here an 
introduction to the obvious, but it’s a good general overview 
of what’s new. At times it resembles a high-tech filmstrip, but 
the hands-on demos and constant narration are easy to under¬ 
stand. If you—or someone you know—needs a Windows 95 
primer, Microsoft’s disc offers a straightforward multimedia 
tour of the operating system. JULIE McCULLOUGH 


Starts Here 

Pros: Easyto use: Just follow 
the tourfrom start to finish, or 
jump right to any section. 
Cons: A bit simplistic—the 
hard parts aren't that hard. 
Verdict: A good multimedia 
crash course in Windows 95. 

$40 est. street price 
Microsoft Corp. 

(800] 426-9400, (206] 882-8080 
Reader Service No. 878 


HTML WEB-PAGE EDITOR 


HotDog Professional 2.0 


H Every time you turn around, somebody’s posting a 
new FITML editor on the Web for building your own 
Web page. The trouble is, most of these programs do 
something that’s anathema to anyone with experience 
creating Web pages: They dress up the HTML commands 
and hide them behind proprietary page-output viewers—as if 
that will spare us having to get in there and polish the code to 
a fine luster. That’s hogwash. For serious HTML editing, you 
need Sausage Software’s shareware HTML editor, HotDog 



Professional 2.0. 

Although the $100 pack¬ 
age can do colored tags, has 
a real-time output viewer, 
and provides quick-click 
shortcuts for inserting pre¬ 
formatted HTML code, it’s 
really designed for serious 
hands-on coding. HotDog 
sports such power features 
as templates, Search and 
Replace across multiple 
documents, built-in spell¬ 
checking, an HTML syntax 
checker, FITML import and export conversion, multiple 
levels of undo, and a useful set of configuration options. 

On the downside, HotDog is unreliable. It occasionally has 
trouble with its own screen updating, and it doesn’t support 
long filenames in this release, although a 32-bit version is on 
the way. Even so, HotDog is the best HTML editor on the 
market. Download a free 30-day trial version from Sausage 
Software’s Web site (http://www.sausage.com), or from our 
live link at www.pccomputing.com. SCOT FINNIE 


Professional 2.0 

Pros: Straightforward 
Web-page coding features. 
Cons: Has problems 
updating screens; doesn't 
support longfilenames. 
Verdict: Brute-force, hands- 
on HTML editing for pros. The 
most powerful HTML editor. 

$100 est. street price 
Sausage Software 
http://www.sausage.com 
Reader Service No. 879 
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What Can You Do With A $100 Digital Video Camera ? 


Shoot the 
Works. 


Connectix 




QuickCam™ includes all you need to make movies and take 
pictures with your PC. Plug one cable into your parallel 
port, install the software and shoot. It’s simple. Make 
training films, video conference, inventory valuables. 

, It’s easy to take pictures, too. Add photos to newsletters, 
documents, reports. QuickCam comes with 
Movie AVI for Windows, 

| QuickMovie software, 

QuickFrame templates and 
QuickPicture image saver. 

All for around $100. Your 
satisfaction is guaranteed. 

Buy your QuickCam today 
wherever fine computer 
products are sold. 


















Swan’s Award-Winning Quality 


Swan is dedicated to providing you with 
highly competitive prices on a wide 
choice of top-quality products. 

We’ve been satisfying personal 
computer customers for over 12 
years. With the backing of our 
billion dollar parent company, 

Swan has the expertise and 
stability to serve your computing 
needs now and into the future. 


FOCUS ON QUALITY 


Swan’s computers have 
consistently received high honors 
for reliability. We take pride in our 
work and our products, and it is 
reflected in how we do business. 


CUSTOM-CONFIGURATION 



UH, 


Swan will gladly custom- 
build a system to order. And 
when we say custom-build, 
we mean it. Many compa¬ 
nies can make minor adjustments to a 
pre-configured system and call it 
“customized.” Swan can build your 
system from the ground up to ensure 
that it meets your exact requirements 
and our demanding quality standards. 


We understand that you may 
need your new computer 
immediately. The Swan 
Express symbol on many of 
our systems indicates these systems are 
available for immediate delivery. Call 
us by 1pm EST and your system will be 
shipped the same day. 


MPEG—MOVIE-LIKE VIDEO 


Swan’s powerful 64-bit 
graphics accelerator captures 
the excitement of 
VCR-quality video 
with software-based 
MPEG support and high-speed 
EDO DRAM that enhances and 
accelerates every aspect of video 
performance. Capable of 
delivering full-screen, full motion 
video playback at 30 frames per 
second, MPEG is sweeping the 
TECHNOLOG ItS multimedia world. This advanced 
graphics acceleration and 
interframe compression technol¬ 
ogy brings VCR-quality video to the 
desktop computer. The ultrahigh 
resolution and fast refresh rates of 
Swan’s graphics accelerator ensures the 
sharpest, smooth-flowing video image 
available. 


WINDOWS 95 CHOICE 


Swan gives you the 
option to choose between 
Windows 95 or MS-DOS 
and Microsoft Windows 
for Workgroups 3.11 pre¬ 
installed. 


■ 

Microsoft 18 

Windows®95 


PERFORMANCE SYSTEMS 


Swan incorporates the latest technologi¬ 
cal advancements in computer design to 
offer you systems engineered for 
optimized performance. The sophisti¬ 
cated Intel Triton FX chipset on Swan’s 
new motherboard supports both EDO 
DRAM memory and synchronous 
pipeline burst SRAM, removing the 
bottleneck inherent in systems equipped 
with conventional DRAM. EDO 
DRAM allows memory access cycles to 
overlap, cutting average data retrieval 
time by more than a third for a signifi¬ 
cant boost in overall performance. 


FULL LINE CATALOG 

Swan offers a full line of 

PC products, servers and 
peripherals. Please call 
today to receive our full 
28-page catalog. 

---• 'fills a 



The PowerHouse family is designed for I 
maximum performance. Standard EDO I 
DRAM and synchronous pipeline burst I 
SRAM, processor speeds up to 166MHzl 
and a standard 1.6GB disk make the 
PowerHouse the power-user’s system. I 

■ 100MHz Intel Pentium® Processor 

■ 16MB EDO Memory, Expand to 128MB 

■ 1.6GB EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 256K Pipeline Burst Cache 

■ 64-bit PCI Graphics Accelerator with 1 MB EDO I 
Memory and Software MPEG 

■ Intel Triton FX Chip Set 

■ Flash PnP BIOS, For Easy Upgrades 

■ ZIF Socket Upgradability 

■ 6X Multisession CD-ROM Drive 

■ PCI Local Bus with Enhanced IDE 

. 7 Expansion Slots: 3 PCI, 3 ISA, 1 PCI/ISA I 

■ 3.5" Floppy Drive 

■ 15" ,28mm Flat Screen Color Monitor 

■ 2 High-Speed Serial Ports (16550) 

. 1 Parallel Port (EPP/ECP) 

■ MS-DOS® and Microsoft® WFW 3.11 or 
Microsoft® Windows® 95 (installed) j 

■ Keyboard and Mouse 

■ 9 Bay Mid-tower Case 

■ One Year On-site Parts and Labor Warranty I 


$ 1999 ¥■ 


PowerHouse 120MHz 

$2099 

PowerHouse 133MHz 

$2199 

PowerHouse 150MHz 

$2299 

PowerHouse 166MHz 

$2549 

PowerHouse-Deluxe add 

$300 

■ PowerHouse 100MHz 


■ MS Office Professional 


■ 7 Popular Office CD-ROM Titles 


■ 2.0GB Hard Drive 



























it Lower Prices and 1 66MHz 





FAMILY SERIES 7SMHZ 


Swan’s Family Series provides a choice 
M systems tailored for multimedia at a 
price any family can afford. PC World’s 
November 1995 “Top 20” review calls 
Swan’s Pentium 75 Family system an 
“uncommonly good package”, and “a solid 
Performing multimedia PC for a great price. ” 
We’ve lowered prices even more, added 
ei sensational new video card and 
exciting new software, for an even better 
package. 

75MHz Intel Pentium Processor 
8MB EDO DRAM, Expandable to 128MB 
1.2GB EIDE Hard Drive 

64-bit PCI Graphics Card with 1MB EDO DRAM 
256K External Cache 
6X Multisession CD-ROM Drive 
PCI Local Bus with Enhanced IDE 
3.5" Floppy Drive 

15" ,28mm Flat Screen Color Monitor 
G 14.4Kbps Internal Fax/Modem 
L Creative Labs Vibre 16™ 16-bit Stereo 
r SoundBlaster™ Compatible Sound Card 
i Amplified, Shielded Stereo Speakers 
2 Fast Serial Ports, 1 Parallel Port 
8 Popular Home/Family CD-ROM Titles 
Microsoft Encarta" 

MS-DOS® and Microsoft® WFW 3.11 or 
Microsoft® Windows® 95 (installed) 

Keyboard and Mouse, Microphone and Headset 
7 Bay Desktop Case 

One Year On-site Parts and Labor Warranty 


$ 1749 

Family 100MHz 

$1849 

Family 120MHz 

$1949 

Family 133MHz 

$2049 

Family 150MHz 

$2149 

Family 166MHz 

$2349 


$2399 


PIOOMHz Active-Matrix 

$2699 

P75MHz deduct 

$100 


800 - 554-6743 


SWANNOTE-PLUS 100MHZ 


The SwanNote-Plus is packed with 
performance enhancing features, 
including 75 and 100MHz Intel Pentium 
processors, 256K synchronous burst 
pipeline cache and a PCI local bus 
throughout. The SwanNote-Plus adapts 
to your dynamic computing needs and is 
engineered with readily upgradable core 
components. This portable can go the 
distance with speed and grace. 

■ 100MHz Intel Pentium Processor 

■ 10.4" Dual-Scan 800 x 600 Color Display 

■ 8MB DRAM, Expandable to 40MB 

. 540MB EIDE Hard Drive, Upgradable to 1GB 

■ 5.9 lbs. Dual-Scan, 6.1 lbs. Active-Matrix 
. 32-bit PCI Local Video Bus, 1MB DRAM 

■ 256K Synchronous Pipeline Burst Cache 

■ 16-bit Stereo Audio, SoundBlaster Compatible 

■ Built-in Stereo Speakers 

■ Built-in Microphone 

. 11.1"W x 8.6"D x 1,89"H 

■ Infrared IrDA Port 
. Flash BIOS 

. 2 Type II /I Type III PCMCIA Slots 

■ 85/86 Key Keyboard with TrackPad 

■ 3.5" Modular Floppy Disk Drive 

■ 9 Icon LCD System Status Panel 

■ Modular Int./Ext., Fast-charge AC Adapter 

■ MS-DOS® and Microsoft® WFW 3.11 or 
Microsoft® Windows® 95 (installed) 

■ Carrying Case 

■ One Year Factory Parts and Labor Warranty 


SwanNote-Plus 
Mini Docking Station 


SWANNOTE-PLUS UPGRADES* 


■ Memory - 8MB to 16MB 

$379 

■ Memory - 8MB to 24MB 

$769 

. Hard Drive-540MB to 810MB 

$100 

. Hard Drive-540MB to 1.0GB 

Call 

■ NiMH Battery Pack 

$75 

■ Second NiMH Battery Kit 

$105 

■ Adaptec AirPort 2000 

$99 

■ Deluxe Carrying Case 

$69 

■ PCMCIA 14.4Kbps Fax/Modem 

$119 

■ Extended Service Plan 

$109 

■ Mini Docking Station 

-1 Serial, 1 Parallel, Keyboard, 

- Mouse and VGA Port Replication 

- Microphone In, Speaker Out 

- MIDI, Joystick Port 

- Two Stereo Speakers 

$179 

DESKTOP UPGRADES’ 8 

■ Memory-8MB to 16MB 

$400 

. Hard Drive-1GB to 1.6GB 

Call 

■ Monitor -15" to 17" .28 Flat Screen 

$299 

■ Fax/Modem - 14.4Kbps Internal 

$69 

■ Fax/Modem - 28.8Kbps Internal 

$149 

■ Case - 9 Bay Mid-tower 

$49 

■ Video Memory - Upgrade to 2MB 

$59 

■ Multimedia Package 

$140 


-16-bit Stereo SoundBlaster™ Compatible Sound Card 

- Amplified, Shielded Stereo Speakers 

- Microsoft® Encarta™ and 8 CD-ROM Titles 


Federal Customers Call: 800-382-4919 • Internet: http://www.swantech.com 
Education/State and Local Govt. Customers call: 800-554-8892 

Specifications and prices subject to change without notice. All marks are property of their respective organizations. 'Overnight 
E/0^ delivery available on Swan Express orders. On-site service may not be available in some remote locations. Call for details of warranty 


$WAN 

TECHNOLOGIES 


ervice agreements, ’Upgrade prices va 


1 at time of system purchase. (Ad by MoonBeam Graphixs, Marlborough, MA) 

Circle 166 on reader service card. 





















Talk to Me, 
Baby. 




Optional cables connect 
the DataVoice 3400 
to most cellular 
phones, including 
Motorola' Flip 
phones! Stay con- 
‘ nected, no matter where you are. 
MNP10EC protocol assures the 
highest quality cellular connections. 


your phone, plays your recorded greeting, records 
messages, and stores them on your laptop's hard drive. 


Announcing another TDK first in the world of PC Cards and the 
next generation in modems—The DataVoice ™ 3400. 

The first modem PC Card with Radish" VoiceView* capabilities, the DataVoice 3400 supports V.34 28,800 bit/sec data, 
14,400 bit/sec send and receive fax, data compression, and error correction using an on-card DM phone line interface. 

All TDK’s PC Cards are guaranteed compatible with existing and future laptops. TDK’s family of PC Cards also includes a 
line of Ethernet LAN cards, and fully certified international modem and LAN cards. 

What every laptop needs, what every user shouldn't be without. Voice your opinion—ask for TDK. 

B ijpv pal pi paw pip p* 

S i N( i i S' 

14.4 28.8/14.4 28.8/14.4 28.8/14.4 CD023 CD021 CD021-L 

Data/Fax Data/Fax International Data/Fax Modem lOBase-T lOBase-T WBase-T 

Modem Modem Data/Fax Modem w/thVo/ce &2 LAN LAN 3.3vLAN 


&TDK 



VoiceView 


TALKS HOP"* 



E-mail: answers@tsd.ssil.com http://www.tdksystems.com 1-800-999-4TDK 

©TDK Systems. All trademarks are registered trademarks of their respective owners. 

Circle 238 on reader service card. 
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Mirrncnft* 


Windows'95 


Also compatible 
with DOS, 
Windows NT” 
and OS/2 












THE INTERNET SHOULD BE SO EASY. 


THE CANDY: Easy to take, easy to use, not to mention immediate access to the Internet; enough information to get your doctorate; 
e-mail that virtually eliminates the need for the post office; as well as News Groups, Internet Relay Chat, FTP, Gopher and the opportunity to 
create your own homepage on the World Wide Web. Our award-winning, easy interface is fully compatible with leading Web browsers, including 
Netscape* THE DEAL: For only $19.95 a month you get unlimited local access to all the Internet has to offer and no sneaky additional 
hourly charges to make you cranky. THE NUMBER: If you’re still not interested, ring us at I -800-805-98 3D anyway. 

I Li H The call’s free, the software’s free and so are your first 14 days. You've got nothing to lose. 


IPELINE 




















WINDOWS 95 


Micrografx and Stella Interactive More reviews onpage2io 


DRAWING 

Windows Draw 4.0 

B Just because you wouldn’t call yourself an artist doesn’t 
mean you can’t dabble in the fine art of PC graphics. 
Micrografx’s Windows Draw 4.0 for Windows 95 and 
Windows NT is a simple yet rich collection of graphics 
tools that lets you convert scanned photos to “charcoal” 
sketches, design one-of-a-kind flyers or party invitations, or 
simply turn your doodles into digital masterpieces. 

Windows Draw 4.0 consists of three programs that work 
together: Draw 4.0 lets you create drawings and diagrams; 
Photo Magic lets you scan, edit, and doctor photo images; 



and ABC Media Manager is 
the fastest way to browse 
and search the impressive 
collection of clip art, fonts, 
and photographs included 
on the CD-ROM. Each of 
the pieces is as easy to learn 
as Windows 95’s Paint pro¬ 
gram, but Draw’s tools are 
much more powerful. 

For example, Draw 4.0 
includes over 30 drawing 
tools (including several that 
let you create 3-D effects) 
and enough tricks to fool anybody into thinking you’re a 
pro. Hate to draw by hand? Use Photo Magic to open pho¬ 
tos you’ve scanned or downloaded. You’ll also find drag- 
and-drop shapes for creating diagrams, and 150 templates to 
get you started creating calendars, business cards, letter¬ 
head, and other home and office essentials. 

Talented artist or not, if you want to draw, design, 
paint, and dress up photos on your PC, Windows Draw 
4.0 for $49 is a bargain by any measure. WENDY TAYLOR 



Windows Draw 4.0 

Pros: Easierto use than the 
Paint program in Windows— 
and a lot more powerful. 
Cons: Experienced graphics 
artists should look elsewhere. 
Verdict: The easiest all-in- 
one graphics program for 
home and office. 

$49 est. street price 
Micrografx 

[214] 234-1769 [800] 676-3110 
Reader Service No. 880 


ENTERTAINMENT CD-ROM 


Florida State Football 


S Long after you graduate from college, certain memo¬ 
ries can still bring tears to your eyes. Like Florida 
State University pounding the Gators, or squashing 
the Hurricanes, or pounding the Gators again. The 
ABC Sports Presents Florida State Football CD-ROM uses 
stunning multimedia video and sound to take you back a few 
years to that special football game. 

ABC sportscaster Keith Jackson leads you through the 
locker room, stadium, coach’s office, and fan club. Dozens of 
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full-motion video clips of 
special moments are at your 
fingertips. Watch FSU win 
the 1993 National Champi¬ 
onship over Nebraska— 
over and over again. 

Journey back in time to see 
Neon Deion Sanders return 
an interception for a 100- 
yard touchdown. 

In addition to video, 
you’ll find the team’s com¬ 
plete history and records, 
including rosters, schedules, 
and players, all in a searchable database. Feeling nostalgic? 
Step into the fan club, where you’ll find even more videos and 
a jukebox playing the team’s fight song and war chant. 

ABC Sports Presents Florida State Football has a slick 
and easy-to-use interface. Seconds after you install it, you’ll 
be reliving those unforgettable college memories. Not a fan 
of Florida State? No worries. There are also versions for 
Notre Dame, Michigan, Ohio State, Penn State, and 
University of Southern California. ADAM MEYERSON 


ABC Sports 
Presents Horida 
State Football 

Pros: Action-packed videos 
of FSU crushing the Gators. 
Cons: Could use more video 
of FSU crushingthe Gators. 

Verdict: The best way to 
relive some of college 
football’s greatest moments. 

$45 est. street price 
Stella Interactive 
[800} 619-4691, [619] 431-8221 
Reader Service No. 881 
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Windows* 95 and Windows NTWorkstation 
put the power of a server on your PC. 
New Back-UPS® Pro " will keep it there. 


If you’re about to invest in a new 
multi-tasking operating system 
like Windows 95 or Windows NT 
Workstation, experts say it may 
be time to invest in APC 
protection. Why? Because bad 
power is the largest single cause of 
a multi-tasking system, your 
vulnerability is multiplied. When full protection is as 
affordable as a new mouse, it just doesn’t make 

leave your premium machine unprotected. 




ADVANTAGE OF WINDOWS 95’S SYSTEM AGENT At 


"Organizations can further 

ENSURE RELIABLE SYSTEM 
PERFORMANCE BV CHOOSING A UPS 
LICENSED TO BEAR THE DESIGNED 

for Windows 95 Logo...” 
Microsoft 


♦...Should be standard equipment 

IV DESKTOP... EFFECTIVE, AFFORDABLE, 
DESIGNED TO LAST...” 

PC Computing 


"[With Windows 95]..Users / 


l AT RISK THAN EVER BEFORE... A UPS IS 
QUICKLY BECOMING A MUST...” 

ComputerLife 


SurgeArrest™ & 
Protectnet™ 

AC and 


Back-UPS® & 
Back-UPS® PRO 

UPS for PC and 


Smart-UPS® & 
Smart-UPS® V/S 

Manageable UPS for 


Matrix-UPS™ & 
Accessories 

ir UPS for client/ 



Protect against the inevitable power hit with 
new Back-UPS Pro, the one and only UPS “Designed 
for Windows 95”. Automatic Voltage Regulation 
(AVR) provides the edge you need for full protection 
against extended brownouts or overvoltages without 
draining the battery, while CellGuard” intelligent 
battery management extends battery life with fast 
recharge and deep discharge protection. The units 
even include built-in lOBase-T network cable/phone 
line surge protection for a bulletproof response to 
anything Mother Nature or Murphy’s Law may send 
in your direction. Plus they’re even backed by an up 
to $25,000 guarantee against surge damage to your 
equipment (see details). 

All in all, you can’t make a bad choice when 
you choose the company that protects more PC’s 
than all other UPS vendors combined: APC. 

For 6 minutes of runtime on a typical 486, 
choose B U Pro 280PNP. For Pentiums or more 
runtime, choose the BU Pro 420PNP or 650PNP. 
Call for a Free demo Disk, 60-page catalog, or 
visit our PowerPage ” at http://www.apcc.com 


AMERICAN POWER CONVERSION 

800-800-4APC 

Dept. E7 

401-788-2797 fax / 800-347-FAXX PowerFax" 
132 Fairgrounds Rd„ W. Kingston RI 02892 USA 
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"TriSpectives...deserves the killer-app label!" 

Stanford Diehl, BYTE Magazine, October 1995 



TriSpectives 

* PROFESSIONAL 

The New Standard for 3D 


Visit us on the Internet at http://www.eye.com 

"The next killer app in the 
graphics market!" 

Malcolm Davies, President, Nemetschek Systems, Inc. 


TriSpectives™ Professional — the New Standard for 3D — is the first complete 3D design 
program for Windows® 95. By combining unprecedented 3D modeling, illustration and 
animation features, TriSpectives is the ideal solution for all your 3D design needs. 

Use TriSpectives Professional to: 

• Quickly create 3D conceptual models of new designs. 

• Develop detailed parametric 3D models and assemblies to full manufacturing specifications. 

• Design realistic floor plans. 

• Create amazing virtual worlds for the Internet. 

With TriSpectives you'll design faster, you'll use 3D for more than you can imagine, and you'll 
have fun doing it! 

INCLUDES: 

• Import/export filters for 3DS, AVI, BMP, DFF, DWG, DXF, | 

EPS, GIF, IGES, JPEG, OBJ, PCX, POV, RAW, RTL, SAT, STEP, 

STL (Stereolithography), TGA, TIFF, Visual Basic, & VRML 

• 1,000 IntelliShape™ 3D models 

• 250 scaleable textures, colors and surface finishes || 

• 50 document templates 

ACIS 


-> Contact your local 
retailer for low pricing, or 

order direct from 3D/EYE for: 

$549.95* 

1-800-WIN95-3D 

or 716-871-5041 Ext. 6515 

60-Day Money-Back Guarantee! 


All you n~d to know. 1 -800-221-8180 


es end shipping. Additional charges may apply for internatio 

k'ofEosEmporaflon.^'Aiiother'productrbr'and or company names are regi 
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lc. ACIS® is a registered trademark of 
ve holdeii. TS-L013-2609 



































EVEREX STEP NOTE PLUS 


Pentium® processor, multimedia solution 


The Everex STEP Note Plus is a Pentium® Processor- 
based, multimedia notebook that gives users portability 
with excellent performance. Built-in 16-bit stereo sound, 
| speakers and microphone, plus an optional CD-ROM 
drive or second battery in place of the removable floppy 
drive, make the STEP Note Plus a true multimedia road 
warrior. The removable hard drive allows for easy 
upgrades and data security. The STEP Note Plus comes 
with a two year warranty 1 , including a 48-hour hot swap 
for the first year, for additional peace of mind. 

Sales Information: 

Call 1-800-EVEREX1 


STEP Note Plus 

❖ 75/90/100/120/133 MHz Pentium processor 

❖ 8MB to 40MB RAM 

❖ 256KB L2 synchronous cache 

❖ 32-bit PCI graphics accelerator 

❖ 11.3" or 10.4" SVGA DSTN or TFT color display 

❖ Removable hard drive 540MB up to 1.3GB 

❖ Built-in 16-bit stereo multimedia system 

❖ Removable floppy drive, replace 
with CD-ROM or second battery 

❖ Port replicator and docking station available 

❖ Two year limited warranty 1 

❖ 48-hour Hot Swap of defective parts in first year 



Circle 248 on reader service card. 
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Windows 95 and Windows 3.1 are great productivity enhancers. 

But all it takes is a single GPF to offset all the gains of that wonderful interface. 

Avoid trouble. Get First Aid 95. From fixing application and multimedia problems to reconstructing 

pathnames for system components to heading off GPFs, First Aid 95 
makes Windows fulfill its promises. 

And users of Windows 3.1 can benefit from First Aid 95 by 
anticipating and avoiding over 10,000 common software compatibility 
and configuration problems. 

First Aid 95 does for Windows and Windows applications what 
Norton Utilities does for your hard disk. 

Wherever you want to go today or tomorrow on your PC, 
make the journey smoother with First Aid 95. 

“Stellar. First Aid does a “Spectacular...a necessity... “First Aid came to the rescue, 

remarkable job of detecting just click on FIX and let the searching my hard drive, 

and preventing most soft- program do the repair. This is finding the misplaced DLL, 

ware conflicts....the plain so much easier than waiting and copying it to where it 
truth is, anyone who has ever on line for tech-support. ’’ belonged. Pretty amazing. ’’ 

had an hour’s worth of work —R.L. Creighton —Steve Bass 

wiped out by a GPF will want Syndicated Columnist PC World 

this program. ”_ Soott Arpajian 
Windows Sources 

CyberMedia, 3000 Ocean Park Blvd., Suite 2001, Santa Monica, CA 90405 (800) 721- 


CyberMedia 


“...I can’t always get help 
when I'm on the road... your 
product is a life-saver." 
—John Lowe 
Sales Manager 
Adicom 


■7824 Fax:(310)843-0120 


First Aid 95 1 


Try First Aid 95 Free! 


Call now, and we’ll rush you First Aid '95 Free! 

You pay only shipping and handling charge of 
$9.95. In 30 days, well bill you the $49.95 balance. 
If you don’t feel First Aid ’95 has saved you many 
times that already, write "cancel” on the bill and 
owe us nothing. Call right now! 

(800)721-7824 discount code PC3. 
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Imagine the project where 
you all have the same vision, 
the same objectives, and the 
same notes. 


SoftBoard® only looks and feels like an ordinary whiteboard. 
Whatever you create on a SoftBoard appears instantly on your 
Windows™-based PC or Mac®. Once it's there, you can save it, 
print it, cut and paste it, e-mail it, fax it, even network it to 
multiple sites. Use SoftBoard in collaborative discussions and 
brain-storming sessions. You can share information, create new 
ideas and keep records without tedious transcribing. 


For our brochure and information on all our SoftBoard models 
call 1-800-334-4922 today 


SoftBoard model 201 using 
SBRemote conferencing software 


From personal to conference room sizes, wall or cubicle mount, 
table top, or mobile, there's a SoftBoard to fit your needs: model 
201, a full-size wall mounted version; model 203, integrated 
with a rolling stand; and model 205, a personal size version for 
your office wall, table top, or cubicle. 


























WINDOWS 95 


Quarterdeck 


MULTIMEDIA INTERNET TUTORIAL 

Essential Internet 

H Who’s afraid of the big, bad Internet? Apparently a lot 
of newbies, judging from the glut of leam-all-about- 
the-I-Way CD-ROM titles on dealers’ shelves. Quar¬ 
terdeck’s entry into this genre is a gem called Larry 
Magid’s Essential Internet. If you can stomach Magid’s cutesy 
cartoon world, there’s no better multimedia Internet intro. 



Larry Magid’s 
Essential Internet 

Pros: Multimedia Internet 
introduction coupled with all 
the 1-Way tools you need. 
Cons: Cute cartoons and 
some oversimplification of 
concepts can be a turnoff. 
Verdict: A complete 1-Way 
primer for Internet newbies. 

$19 est. street price 
Quarterdeck Corp. 

(800) 683-6696, (310) 309-3700 
Reader Service No. 882 


The CD-ROM includes 
more than 40 short anima¬ 
tions and dozens of articles 
that explain the Internet. 

Magid, a syndicated tech¬ 
nology columnist, explains 
complex concepts like FTP 
and Telnet in plain English. 

To get hands-ons experi¬ 
ence, access Essential Inter¬ 
net using Quarterdeck’s 
Mosaic, a Web browser that 
comes bundled with the 
CD. You also get a decent 
e-mail _program (Quarterdeck’s Message Center); Apple’s 
QuickTime for Windows movie viewer; Adobe’s Acrobat 
Viewer; and Quarterdeck’s Location Manager, which includes 
service offers from Internet service providers. This collection 
of access software and multimedia tutorials for mastering 
Internet basics is ideal for I-Way neophytes. RICH SCHWERIN 


The Monitor that Shows 
You the Whole Dam Thing 



♦ . The Pivot 1700™has other 17"color monitors beat 
from top to bottom. It pivots from horizontal to 
vertical mode to give you the tallest, sharpest display you 
can get. Taller, even, than a 2f'monitor! And a whole lot 
more affordable. So now you can read a full 8.5"xll"page 
without scrolling. 

Give us a call today or, ^jgf| 
if you prefer, e-mail us at ”iil 
pdlcalif@aol.com for the 
whole story 


800-858-7744 Ext. 22 


http://www.portrait.com 
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$5,499 


If this reminds vou of vour last presentation, 

we can probably help. 

No matter how many presentations you give, there’s always the chance of 
flings going wrong: a slide sticks, your transparencies fall, last-minute changes don't 
|et changed. But don't fret, there is help, at least for your next presentation. 

Introducing a whole new way to present. 

t With a Boxlight projector, things are entirely different.You can create your 
presentation on a Mac or PC, make three, four million changes, then when you're 
•eady to present, just plug your laptop into a Boxlight and there you go: your bright, 
Mil-color presentation is up on the wall. And needless to say, everyone is impressed. 

Plus there’s more good news. We’ve just introduced the Revolution. A 
personal projector that’s brighten lighten and more portable than other projectors, 
?et costs thousands of dollars less, that’s right-less, than its competitors. 

Call 800-532-7904, ext. 10 to get armed for your next presentation. We’ll 
end you a Boxlight as soon as tomorrow through our no-risk trial offer 


■BOXLIGHT 

To try one, or at least find out about it, call 800 ~ 532 - 7904 ext. 10 ^^corporation 


The best personal 
projector ever. 

Exclusively from Boxlight. 

The Revolution.Thousands 
of dollars less than other 
projectors, yet better. Mac, 
PC, SVGA,VGA compatible. 
8"x 6"x 13" and only 10.9 lbs. 
True 800 x 600 pixels. Very 
bright, 200-300ANSI lumens. 
16.7 million colors. Expansion 
slots. Optional tuner for 
cable and TV broadcasts. 

Loves Windows® 95. 30-day 
money-back guarantee. 

You can purchase, rent or 
lease a Boxlight. Or visit 
http://www.boxlight.com. 










Memory Products For Notebooks & Computers 

MEMORY UPGRADES 


"FOR THE FOURTH YEAR IH A ROW, 
MEMORY EXPRESS HAS SWEPT THE 
REST RUY AWARDS FOR RAM 
CHIPS." IH SPORTS TERMS, 

IT'S CALLED A "4-PEAT", 

Nobody beats Memoiy Expfess - for fast shipment and , 
at the lowest prices! Day in, day out, Memoiy Express 
delivers! That's why Memory Express is one of 
America's leading suppliers, and why we've been a 
Computer Shopper Best-Buy for Four years straight! 
Huge, highest-quality stocks on hand. Our large ware¬ 
house and state-of-the-art testing lab guarantees that you 
get immediate service and the highest quality available 
in the industry today. 

Each and every Chip, SIMM and Memoiy-module has 
been carefully tested and evaluated, anti is ready for 
shipment, witnin hours or even minutes of your call. So 
whether your order is small or large, you can rest assured 
that you will receive the best quality. 

"Next-Day"or ground shipping-you choose! If you 
need immediate, fast air-shipment, call our toll-free sales 
hotline and you can have your memory upgrades as soon 
as tomorrow morning! fine cost is normally just a few 
dollars more.) 

When every penny counts, and your schedule is not as 
pressing, we will snip immediately via economical and 
efficient UPS Ground. You choose the method best for 
you. 

You'll get the best products and fastest service anywhere, 

Call Memory Express NOW! 1-800-877-8188 



HERE’S 
4 REASONS 
WHY... MEMORY 
RUYER’S 
RUY FROM 
MEMORY 
EXPRESS 


"MEMORY EXPRESS SHIPS YOUR CHIPS TODAY 


For the Following Name Band Computer Manufactures, 

Refer to Your Computer Manual for Memory Upgrade Compatibility, 
All non-defective are subject to 10% restocking fee, 
provided returns are in good condition. 

IBM 

COMPAQ oeu 

We Guaranty All Our Memory Product 100% 

OTHERS PACKARD BELL, 1M ,2,4M, 8M AND 16M PHILIPS, AND OTHER PCS 
♦SIMM module models only, not all models accept 8 and 16 MB modules 
♦♦Prices subject to change anytime, call for quotes 
** ADDITIONAL SIMMS AVAILABLE FOR MOST IBM COMPATIBLE AND CLONES** 



72 Pin Standard SIMMS 

lea 13+ 

8x36-70ns 32MB.$730 Call 

4x36-70ns 16MB.368 Call 

2x36-70ns 8MB.188 Call 

lx36-70ns 4MB.97 Call 

8x32-60ns 32MB.718 Call 

4x32-70ns 16MB.359 Call 

2x32-70ns 8MB.178 Call 

lx32-70ns 4MB.89 Call 

EDO RAM AVAILABLE ..CALL 


SIMMS FOR LESS! 

30 Pin SIMMS 

4Mx9.60ns $110.00 

70ns 108.00 
4Mx9x3 60ns 95.00 

(3 chip) 70ns 93.00 

4Mx8.60ns 94.00 

70ns 92.00 

1Mx9 .60ns 31.00 

70ns 30.00 
1 Mx9x 3 60ns 24.50 

(3 chip).70ns 23.50 

1Mx 8.70ns 29.50 

256Kx9x3 ...,70ns 13.00 


MATH COPROCESSORS FOR LESS! 

y US83C87-40 .U.SI $41.00 

| US83C87-33 .. . 

I A80387-25 ... 

I US3S87-33 (SX) .ULSI 39.00 Eg 

■ US3S87-25 (SX) . 

| CX287XLHJpio20r 



MEMORY EXPRESS HAS WON THE 
COMPUTER SHOPPER REST RUY 






Customer Service: (818) 333-6389 • Fax (818) 369-1236 
Mon - Fri 7:00 a - 5:30 p P.S.T. • Customer Service: 9:00 a -11:00 a /1:00 p - 4:00 p P.S.T. 


■ Slate-of-Ait Test and Repair lab on-site 

■ Each and every chip, SIMM, memory and module is 
carefully tested and evaluated and is Chips Ready to 


Saturday 8:00 a- 2:00 p P.S.T 


We always Welcome Corp., Govt, & School PO’s. 


IM 
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Train with a 486DX4/100 MHz 
Multimedia PC, featuring: 

■ Super VGA color monitor ■ 540 meg hard drive ■ 8 meg RAM 

■ Quad-speed CD-ROM drive with sound card ■ 14,400 baud 
fax/modem ■ Visual Basic ■ Power C ■ Windows 95 

■ And more! 


0 nly NRI at-home 
training gives you 
real-world program¬ 
ming skills in three in- 
demand languages: BASIC, C, 
and Visual Basic, today's hot 
new language designed for 
writing popular Windows 
applications. Best of all, you 
train with a state-of-the-art * 
MPC2: a 486DX4/100 MHz 
computer with Super VGA 
color monitor, 540 meg hard 
drive, 8 meg RAM, quad-speed CD- 
ROM drive, 14,400 baud fax/ 
modem, and professional software 
— including Windows 95 — all 
yours to train with and keep! 


You get hands-on programming 
experience as you work with a 486DX4/100 
MHz computer system with Super VGA color 
monitor, 540 meg hard drive, 8 meg RAM, 
quad-speed CD-ROM drive, 14,400 baud fax/ 
modem, 16-bit sound card, and speakers! 

Plus you explore the extraordinary 


NRI's step-by-step lessons and hands-on 
programming projects help you first master 
the design concepts used every day by 
successful PC programmers. Then, with the 
support of your experienced NRI instructor, 
you quickly move on to learn programming in 
three of today's hottest languages. 


Rush this postage-paid card 
for your free catalog! 


Only NRI gives you the training and 
the equipment for career 
advancement, part-time 
earnings, or even a 
business of your own. 

Check one 1^ 

Please send my FREE 
catalog on NRI training in: 

□ Computer Programming 

□ Microcomputer Servicing 

□ Visual Programming in C++ 

□ PC Applications Specialist 

□ Desktop Publishing w/ PageMaker 

□ Telecommunications 

□ TV/Video/Audio Servicing 

□ Electronic Music Technology 

□ Industrial Electronics & Robotics 

□ Networking with Windows NT 

□ Basic Electronics 

□ Automotive Servicing 



□ LAN Servicing 

□ Paralegal 

□ Fiction/Nonfiction Writing 

□ Bookkeeping and Accounting 

□ Multimedia Programming 


□ New! Associate Degree 
in Accounting 

□ New! Associate Degree 
in Business Management 


CALL 1-800-321-4634, Ext. 1458 


for your free catalog! 


Only NRI gives you the training and 
the equipment for career 
advancement, part-time 
earnings, or even a 
business of your own. 

Check one 

Please send my FREE 
catalog on NRI training in: 

□ Computer Programming 

□ Microcomputer Servicing 

□ Visual Programming in C++ 

□ PC Applications Specialist 

□ Desktop Publishing w/ PageMaker 

□ Telecommunications 

□ TV/Video/Audio Servicing 

□ Electronic Music Technology 

□ Industrial Electronics & Robotics 

□ Networking with Windows NT 

□ Basic Electronics 

□ Automotive Servicing 



□ LAN Servicing 

□ Paralegal 

□ Fiction/Nonfiction Writing 

□ Bookkeeping and Accounting 

□ Multimedia Programming 


□ New! Associate Degree 
in Accounting 

□ New! Associate Degree 
in Business Management 


CALL 1-800-321-4634, Ext. 1458 
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Train with a 486DX4/100 MHz 
Multimedia PC, featuring; 

■ Super VGA color monitor ■ 540 meg hard drive ■ 8 meg RAM 

■ Quad-speed CD-ROM drive with sound card ■ 14,400 baud 
fax/modem ■ Visual Basic ■ Power C ■ Windows 95 

■ And more! 


0 nly NRI at-home 
training gives you 
real-world program¬ 
ming skills in three in- 
demand languages: BASIC, C, ‘ 

and Visual Basic, today's hot 
new language designed for 
writing popular Windows 
applications. Best of all, you 
train with a state-of-the-art 1 

MPC2: a 486DX4/100 MHz 
computer with Super VGA 
color monitor, 540 meg hard 
drive, 8 meg RAM, quad-speed CD- 
ROM drive, 14,400 baud fax/ 
modem, and professional software 
— including Windows 95 — all 
yours to train with and keep! 


NRI, the leader in at-home 
computer training, shows you how 
to take advantage of today's 
newest programming opportunities 

Get in on the ground floor of computer 
programming, one of today's fastest-growing 
career fields. The Bureau of Labor Statistics 
forecasts that job opportunities for program¬ 
mers will increase much faster than average 
over the next 10 years, with as many as 
400,000 new jobs opening up by 2005. 

And the fastest-growing segment of 
programming jobs will be PC programming, 
fueled by the phenomenal popularity of 
Windows 95, the efficient power of C, and 
the rise of exciting new languages like Visual 
Basic. 

Now, with NRI at-home training, you 
can get the new skills you need to build a 
top-paying career — even a full- or part-time 
business of your own — in this high-growth, 
high-opportunity field. 

Train with a full-featured 
486DX4/100 MHz computer, 
Windows 95, 

Visual Basic, and more! —- 

Right from the start, NRI's unique ^ 

Discovery Learning Method gets you 
actively involved in the challenge of 
real-world programming. Step by step, 
you learn to create the kinds of full- 
featured, powerful programs today's 
employers and clients demand...even 
multimedia programs! 


You get hands-on programming 
experience as you work with a 486DX4/100 
MHz computer system with Super VGA color 
monitor, 540 meg hard drive, 8 meg RAM, 
quad-speed CD-ROM drive, 14,400 baud fax/ 
modem, 16-bit sound card, and speakers! 

Plus you explore the extraordinary 
capabilities of three in-demand programming 
languages. You learn to design, code, run, 
debug, and document programs in BASIC, C, 
and Visual Basic. Best of all, since Visual Basic 
is specifically designed for creating Windows 
applications, you learn to generate fully 
functioning Windows 95 programs! 


No previous experience necessary 

Train with NRI, and immediately start getting 
the money-making job skills you need to be a 
computer programmer — no matter what 
your previous background. 


NRI's step-by-step lessons and hands-on 
programming projects help you first master 
the design concepts used every day by 
successful PC programmers. Then, with the 
support of your experienced NRI instructor, 
you quickly move on to learn programming in 
three of today's hottest languages. 

By the time you complete your course, 
you have a clear understanding of program¬ 
ming methods, languages, and techniques... 
and you're ready to handle any programming 
task with confidence. 


Send today for your FREE catalog 

If the coupon is missing, write to us at the 
NRI School of Programming, 4401 Connecti¬ 
cut Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008. 
Or... 

CALL 1-800-321-4634, 
Ext. 1458 


SEND TODAY FOR FREE NRI CATALOG! 


JVra/schools 

4401 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008 

A Check one FREE career catalog only □ Bookkeeping and Accounting 

□ COMPUTER PROGRAMMING □ Multimedia Programming 

□ Networking with Windows NT 

□ Visual Programming in C++ 

□ Microcomputer Servicing 

□ Desktop Publishing with 
PageMaker 


n For career courses approved 
^ under G! Bill, check for details 


□ New! Associate Degree in 
Accounting 

□ New! Associate Degree in 
Business Management 


City/State/Zip 

A Division of The McGraw-Hill Companit 




























Dual Pentium Pro Power 



for Animation, Video Editing, NT Workstations and Home Office 


* Dual Pentium™ Pro ■Pentium™ Pro 200 ■ Dual Pentium™ 166 

NT SQL Server NT Workstation Video Station 


■ Poly 500P8 


2 x 200MHz CPU 
64MB ECC, 4.3G HD 


1 x 200MHz CPU 
32MB RAM, 2GB HD 


2 x 166MHz CPU 
32MB RAM, 2GB HD 


PC133MHz Pentium™ 
16MB RAM, 1.2G HD 



starting $8500 


starting $4500 starting $3995 starting $2585 



Pentium 


Polywell also carries a line of Notebook Portables & Disk Array Subsystems. 
Polywell specializes in custom configurations. 

800-300-Poly (7659) 

Tel: 415-583-7222 Fax:415-583-1974 
Internet: www.polywell.com 
e-mail: polywell@ix.netcom.com 

Polywell Computers, Inc. 1461 San Mateo Ave., So. San Francisco, CA 94080, USA 



Service & Warranty: 5-Year in-house Labor, 3-year standard parts, lifetime toll -free tech support and optional 3 year on-site service. 
Call for pricing. 
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1U Month... WORLDWIDE TECHNOLOGIES 

THE NOTEBOOK AUTHORITY 



; When going from your desktop 
: to your notebook there is 
i longer a need to worry 
about loosing power, speed 
and performance. The new 
generation of pentium 
based notebooks has addressed all of these 
issues and has brought their performance 
specs up to virtually those of the desktop PC. 
The notebook authority at Worldwide Tech¬ 
nologies is here now to offer you this latest 
technology at unbeatable prices! 

Memory, Motherboards & Peripherals 

In addition, Worldwide Technologies is also a 
leader in the distribution of all memory prod¬ 
ucts. We carry cache mem- 
jory upgrades for all computer 
SfllffiMsystems. If you need more 
' speed from your laser printer, 
*ask for our low cost memo¬ 
ry upgrades. You'll find 
quality SIMM modules at a very affordable 
price. Ask our sales representatives for a cost 
effective motherboard upgrade solution. 
Worldwide Technologies also carries a com¬ 
plete line of peripherals from SCSI-IDE con¬ 
trollers, removable/optical drives, tape 
backups, to networking terminals, keyboards, 
mouses and cpu cases. 


Hard Drives for PC's & Notebooks 

Worldwide Technologies offers a full range of 
the highest quality Enhanced IDE and SCSI 
hard drives available for your PC. Along with 
Wide SCSI and Notebook Dri¬ 
ves, every major manufacturer 
is represented in the Worldwide 
Technology Storage Solution 
lineup. 

Video Boards, CD Roms & Modems 

The most complete selection of any retail or 
mail order outlet in the country for Video 
Boards, CD Roms & Modems exists at World¬ 
wide Technologies. The advanced Multimedia 
and Internet of technology today requires cut¬ 
ting edge products to meet optimum perfor¬ 
mance standards and Worldwide Technologies 
can meet all of these needs. 

Customer Confidence & Satisfaction 

Excellent service and customer satisfaction 
make up the foundation of Worldwide Tech¬ 
nologies. Experience and dedication by our 
salespeople and technicians to help a cus¬ 
tomer choose the right product and receive 
the best technical advice available are the 
number one priorities at Worldwide Technolo¬ 
gies, from the Individual to the largest Corpo¬ 
rate or Government Agency client. Call us 
today at 800-636-6792 and let a Worldwide 
representative assist you. Monday - Friday 
9:00-7:30, Saturday 10:00 - 4:00 EST. 
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LIU Free 

Copy Fax 

“Presto! works scanner magic” 


Scan OCR 



Store It! 

Save what you’re 
working on in an 
electronic file 
cabinet with text 
search tools 


See It! 

Survey all of your files at 
ice in a collapsible outline 


Sort It! 

Scanned text goes straight to a word processor, 
scanned photos go straight to a built-in image editor 


- PC Week 


Presto!' 


Mail It! 

Once you scan, you 
can send your image 
over electronic mail 
without leaving 
Presto! 

Fax It! 

With Presto!, you 
don’t need a stand¬ 
alone fax machine., 
Just scan your pages 
straight to your fax 
modem. 


Think your scanner can’t learn new tricks? Then call today for 
your free copy of Presto!, the program that’s sweeping the 
Windows world. Presto! adds one-button copying, one-button 
faxing, one-button image editing, and one-button OCR to any 
Twain-based scanner. It gives you all of the tools you need to 
manage photos and paperwork, and for the first 100,000 
callers, it’s FREE! (*9.95 S&H) 


■ safjr* 



Presto! does it all: it scans an image at the touch of a 
button, and saves that image for you to work on later. It 
reads text off a page, without stumbling over every other 
word. It shares what it scans with other software programs. 
It even makes copies and sends faxes, without making you 
jump through hoops. 

With Presto!, you get advanced technology like “voting” 
OCR (for more accurate text scanning), JPEG and CCITT 
compression (to save disk space), and a searchable, drag & 
drop filing system. Call today for your FREE copy of Presto! 




Call today for your FREE software... 

800/436-4360 

OR DOWNLOAD PRESTO! TODAY: 

http://www.tophat.com 



Magic Wit 


$9.95 S&H charge is non-refandable. $19.95 S&H in Canada. Please have your Visa, Mastercard, or AmEx ready when you call. One copy per household. 
Offer good only in the U.S, & Canada. © 1996 Newsoft. Presto! is a trademark of Newsoii. All rights reserved. Offer subject to change without notice. 

Circle 125 on reader service card. 













































Tremendous Savings On All 
Your Computing Needs! 




TOSHIBA Satellite T2115Ci 

Gel the quality and performance of Toshiba at big savings by buying nne of these 121I5CS models. Each has hi 
meticulously reconditioned by Toshiba and is in strict accordance with original specifications. Each model olso cai 
ries a full one-year factory warranty from Toshiba. 

The Satellite T211SCS features Intel 486 DX4-75MHz processor, 10.4" Color Dual Scan Display, 

330MB HD, 4 or 8MB RAM (Max. 28MB), and weighs only 6.8 lbs. It also includes Maxtime 
Power Monngement, Finesse, Lotus Organizer, Claris Works, and Quicken SE Software. 

T211 SCS with MS-DOS and Windows 3.11 PM200II-S6U .$1149 

T2115CS with Windows 95 ffl WI/-56W-J.$1199 

4MB RAM Upgrade (Suggested for operating Windows 95) 12026 .$149 



.. S1B99 



USA Flex carries all of the latest Toshiba Notebooks 


Satellite T2130CS DX4-75, Dual Scan, SOOMB.$1598 

Satellite T1OOCS Pentium 75, Dual Scan, 504MB.$1999 

Satellite Pro 410CS, Pentium 90, Dual Scon, 810MB.$3199 

Satellite Pro 410CT Pentium 90, Act. Color, 810M8.$4399 


Portege 610CT, Pentium 90, Active Color, 720MB 

Tecro 700CS, Pentium 120, Dual Scon, 1.2GB. 

Tecro 700CT, Pentium 120, Active Color, 1.2GB.... 


EXTENSA 450 DX4-7S, 10.4'Duot Scon 340MB.S1449 

S3889 EXTENSA 4S0T 0X475. 9.5'Acliv. 340MB.SUM 

..$4699 EXTENSA 550 Pentium 75,10.4 Duol Seen S24MB.SUN 

..$5999 EXTENSA 5S0CO Pentium 75,10 4 Ouol Sturt 524MB. S2B99 

EXTENSA S50CDT Pentium 75,10.4 Acltat 524MB.S3469 

EXTENSA 560CD Pentium 75,10.4 Dual Seen 810MB...S2699 




USA Flex, Inc, 444 Scott Dr., Blootningdale, It 60108 

i ordering. cj rt | e 292 on reader service card. 


To order, call... 

1 - 800 - 723-0334 

sS* feJx BET «CHI*S»3 


Code # PC0406 Please 





















































COMPUTER DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 


WHY PAY RETAIL? 

SELLS FOR LESS 





















SMART NETWORKING 
BEGINS WITH 



COMPUTER DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 



























COMPUTER DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 








































U Iomega Ditto 
Easy 800 

iomegaj One-step backup 

♦ Maximum capacity: 800MB ' 

with Travan tape ♦ Average t 


: 9.5MB pe 


OS/2 i 


ipts Travan TR-1, QIC-Wide and standard QIC tapes 
nmnnf.ihl#* with Windows 95, Windows, DOS and 
;ems ♦ Parallel port or internal 
mfiguration ♦ 2-year warranty 

iternal $149.00 CDW 58444 

xternal $149.00 CDW *445 



WHY 
SETTLE 
FOR LESS? 

CDW 

SERVICES YOU 
BETTER 


sQST 


Ascentia 
J series 

Progressive features 
and advanced 
ergonomics 



sio S2745.68 c 

s,o S2846.71 c 

sio $3128.48 c 

he Intel Inside* Logo and Pentium ® are 


CARRIES OVER 20,000 PRODUCTS . IF YOU DON'T 5 
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COMPUTER DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 



























log(s) With 
The Great Deals! 

Order Anytime ... 24 Hours A Day 

Call up to 11:00pm EST for 10:30am delivery the next day via FedEx! 


A-C 



73265 Activision Pitfall 95 CD for Windows 95. s 39" 

77242 Adam Software ADAM. 

Die Inside Story CD Windows . s 39” 

77235 Adobe PageMaker 6.0 Upgrade for Windows 95 , S 144" 

74318 Arrivo FastWin V.34 28.8 Data/Fax Modem ... 5 148" 

78362 Arrivo 14.4 V.32 Internal Data/Fax Modem . s 39" 

77042 Arrivo 28.8 V.34 Internal Data/Fax Modem . s 99” 

77014 Byron Preiss Seinfeld Screensaver/ 

Daily Planner 1.0 CD . s 29" 

74209 Caere OmniPage Professional 6.0 Upgrade. s 148" 

76795 Claris FileMaker Pro 3.0 Competitive Upgrade... , s 99” 

74442 Connectix QuickCAM Windows. s 98" 

71238 Connectix RAMDoubler 1.0 Windows . *53” 

77924 Corel PrintHouse CD for Windows 95. s 28” 

73793 Corel CorelDRAW! 6 Upgrade from v5 

CD for Windows 95 . s 238” 

76477 Creative Labs Sound Blaster 32. s 168” 

69305 Cybermedia First Aid 2.0 for Windows 95. s 39” 

AST 

Advantage! 621 

► 75MHz Pentium® 

Processor 

► 8MB RAM/ 

850MB Hard 
Drive, 

► 4X CD/ 

14.4 Data/Fax Modern* 

Indwfes Id' Color Diipfay ^ 

D-F 

73324 Davidson & Associoles Malft Blaster 1 CD Windows s 34" 

74399 Delorme Street Atlas USA 3.0 CD for Windows 95 .. s 78” 

77438 Debina/Symantec CommSuite 7.0 CD for Windows 95 s 99” 

75390 Evergreen 386SX to 486 CPU Chip Upgrade. s 98” 

67945 Fairfield Rosetta Stone CD, Die . s 94" 

76991 Fractal Dabbler 2.0 CD for Windows 95 . s 48” 

"DREAM MACHINE" SWEEPSTAKES^ 

You Could Win A 

, PORSCHE 986/BOXSTER 

Call 1 • 800 • 555 * 6255 



365cs 

► 486DX4/75MHZ 

Processor 

>■ 8MB RAM/ _ 

340MB Hard Drive 

► 10.4" Dual Scan Color Display 

ONLY HH'Il #78187 

G-M 

72085 Hewlett Packard DeskJet 660C Color InkJet Printer ‘379" 
73624 Hewlett Packard DeskJet 855C Color InkJet Printer '499” 

75847 IBM Software Emergency Room CD DOS® . s 44" 

74990 IBM Software AntiVirus 2.2 Windows. s 39" 

71638 Improve Moke-0486 (386DX To 486 CPU Upgrade) .*98” 
77145 Intel Carparatian 83MHz Pentium 

Overdrive Processor. s 288” 

74916 Intuit Quicken 5.0 Deluxe CD Windows, 

After S10 mail-in rebate. s 48" 

70093 Iomega Zip Drive Parallel . s 199" 

75433 Iomega Ditto 800 Easy Externol Parallel. S I49” 

74717 Logitech ScanMan Pagescan Color 

Hand Held Scanner. s 398” 

73988 Lotus Word Pro 96 3.1 Windows, 

After $20 mail-in rebate. s 48" 

77166 Maxis SIM Classics Collections II CD . s 27" 

74199 Maxis SIM City 2000 CD for Windows 95 . *58” 

76845 MicroGrafx ABC Graphics Suite 

Upgrade for Windows 95 . S 148” 

73415 Microsoft Visual Basic 4.0 Professionol CD 

Upgrade for Windows 95 . *98” 

73367 Microsoft Office Professional w/Bookshelf 95 CD 

Upgrade for Windows 95, After $40 mail-in rebote . . s 298” 

73363 Microsoft Plus! 1.0 CD for Windows 95 . s 43" 

72639 Minolta/Ploy Snappy Video Grabber . s 199” 


N-Z 

69868 Quarterdeck Cleon Sweep Windows. s 28" 

76686 Quarterdeck MaganRAM2 for Windows 95 . *28” 

73856 Quarterdeck HiJoak 95 1.0 CD for Windows 95 . , s 48" 
70321 Sirius Publishing 5' Ft 10 Pock Volume 3 CD 

Windows . s 28” 

74211 Sirius Publishing 5' Ft 10 Pock Volume 4 CD 

Collectors Edition Windows. s 28" 

77086 Storm Easy Photo Reader 2.0 . 5 246" 

73119 Symantec Norton AntiVirus Trode-up for Windows 95 , s 33" 
73117 Symantec Norton Utilities Trode-up for Windows 95 . , s 58" 

76541 TriMark Hive CD for Windows 95. s 48” 

72025 Ultima Viewscan 256 Color Handheld Scanner . , s 49” 
73775 Ventana Media Netscape Navigator Personal Edition. , s 38" 

70302 Virtual Reality Eorm Busier 2.1 Windows . s 38" 

76218 Visioneer PaperPort Vx . s 299" 

Texas Instruments 

Extensa 560CD 

► 75 MHz Pentium® 




No purchase necessary. For complete details including 
official rules see the PC Mall catalog 18 or higher. 


> 8MB RAM/ 

810MB Hard 
Drive 4X CD 

► 10.4" Dual-Scan Color Display 

#78783 EO/ML'M 

SHIPPING: We ship by FedEx® or by UPS, in the United States. We 
use DHL to U.S. Territories, Canada and other foreign locations. We 
use U.S. Mail for APO and FPO addresses. All U.S. shipments are 
insured at no extra charge. Shipping costs may be based on aver¬ 
age/estimated weights and may vary from actual shipped weight. 

Call for accurate shipping costs FedEx - Shipping via FedEx in the con¬ 
tinuous U.S. only is $7 for the first 7 lbs. and $1 per pound for each 
additional pound. Extra charge for Alaska and Hawaii. Phone orders 
placed and credit approved by 11:00 pm (EST) weekdays for items in 
stock not requiring configuration for delivery to the contiguous U.S. 
will ship that same day via FedEx Priority. FedEx Priority provides 
delivery by 10:30 am the next day in areas where available. Phone 
orders placed and credit approved by 8:00 pm (EST) on Saturday for 
items in stock not requiring configuration for delivery to the contigu¬ 
ous U.S. will ship that same day via FedEx Priority for Monday morn¬ 
ing delivery. UPS - UPS ground shipping is available. 

Call 800-555-6255 for additional policies. Mddd’ldW I JJJ S 

Get your FREE catalog(s) 
today! 


Order toll free JHK* 
1 - 800 - 555*6255 7 Sm 


Circle 108 on reader service card. 


Check catalog(s) you 

□ PC Mall 
Q MacMall 


J DataCom Mall 


Mail to: PC Mall, Dept. ADV., i 

2645 Maricopa St., Torrance, CA 90503 






















































OUR LOWEST MEMORY? 
PRICES EVER! 

Always your 3E5T BUY on the widest selection of memory upgrades. 1 


S i 

Fed 


FedEx 
g f S Economy 
•^^Two-Day 


■ DISCOUNT PRICES 

■ HUGE SELECTION 

■ OVERNIGHT DELIVERY 
B FREE SUPPORT FOR 

FSI CUSTOMERS [ 


SATISFACTION E CORPORATE PO'S 

GUARANTEED WELCOME 

NO SURCHARGE ON R GOVERNMENT & 
CREDIT CARDS EDUCATIONAL PRICING 



Y 100% GUARANTEED «» 
▼ LIFETIME WARRANTY 

Y EASY TO INSTALL 

Y FREE TECHNICAL 
SUPPORT 


DESKTOP COMPUTER MEMORY 


ZENITH 



STANDARD SIM MS up tim s 


m Mta 575MX, sum. 5133,5100,575,5W, 4100 


72-PIN 

7 2 ib? ' 1X1 

1 x 32-70 

(4MB). *119 

72-PIN 

1 x 36-70* y 

(4MB).M 1 1 

2 x 32-70 

(8MB). *199 

4 x 32-70 

(16MB). *399 

8 x 32-70 . 

(32MB). *759 

2 x 32-70 

(smb) .*229 

4 x 32-60 

(16MB). *489 

8 x 32-60 
(32MB). *949 

2 x 36-70 

(8MB). *210 

4x36-70 

(16MB). *430 

8 x 36-70 

(32MB). *849 


30-PIN 

1 x 3-70ns 
(3-chip/lMB)....*27 
I x 9-70ns 

(1MB). *32 

4 x 3-70ns 
(3-chip/4MB) ..* 1 09 
4 x 9-70ns 
(4MB). *122 

ALWAYS am ESI I 


PS/2 25/286.30/286 
PS/2 35SX; IS, 40SX. 50Z, 55SI 


Includes 

Installation 

Instructions! 




95XP,P7^|56.57(oll)PS/1Pro 


imnCSSI::: 


1 1 CULL FDR APPLE H0TEB00H MEMORY • | M 

C O M PA Q - PRICE i “ 

Sal a uk Si. -Jwi- ,6MB 840 


LAPTOP & NOTEBOOK MEMORY 




- *11 

AST 

™I*li 

r'E I 

16MB 50 


NEC 

1 P= = 


HINotoUllra '2 SH ft 


'“™“ c 


WHY ADD 

TM5000,5010, 

MORE MEMORY? 

— * 

.. 

T 



iLl 

P12150, 12155 



Microsoft* 

13400 73600 i 

4 * 11% recommend 16MB ofPAM 
(for Windows 3.1 or Windows 95), 
particularly if you plan to 
run multiple applications. ** 





TOSHIBA 


■«sS "S 


IF VOU CAN'T FIND WHRT i 
VOU RE LOOMING FOR CflLLlj 






Call the Upgrade Experts 

ORDER NOW 

800 - 428-9866 

International Orders Call 714-448-7750 


IAIL OR FAX ORDERS T 

(714) 448-7750 • FAX: 1714) 448-7760 
* “ESS: sales@firstsource.com 
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FIRST SOURCE INTERNATIONAL 































































pages for the year, built a com¬ 
manding lead early and then 
competed solely against its own 
record, far ahead of the pack." 

-Ad Age 


' Computer Shopper is CCR s clear 
choice as the #1 performer in '95. 
Even with two cover price increases 
in the last two years, it's newsstand 
sales are up another 8% in '95." 
-Capell's Circulation Report 


"PC Computing 
has more than 

doubled its rate base since j 
1990*...PC Computing issues 
Some of the cleanest Audit I 
Reports in the industry." 

-rCapell's Circulation Repot 


i delivering more than 1,000,000 readers per month. 









WE WILL TRY TO .MATCH OR BEAT ANY ADVERTISED PRICE. CALL FOR LATEST PRICING! 


IBM PS/1, PS/2 MEMORY MODULES 


- EMORY 


SECURITY WILL CALL WINDOW NOW 


a 


★ CALL FOR NOTEBOOK AND LAPTOP BATTERIES * 


4x32-7016MEG, 72 PIN-$489 
PIPELINE BURST CACHE MODULE 
256K—$79 512K—$189 

1x32-70 4MEG, 72 PIN-$124 
T400, 600 

8MEG-$439 16MEG-$879 32MEG-$1759 
THINKPAD 755, 750, 360, 355 
1.3 GIG HARD DRIVE-$1119 



We also sell Memory for: Dell, Gateway, HP, 
^ DEC, Sun, Zenith, Acer, NEC and Epson ^ 



if 111 11 ! 

i |i?r * 

i ^ 
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IP ffifiE:: 


310-539-0019 c“dow 

FAX: 310-539-5844 'how open 


22825 Lockness Avenue • Torrance, CA 90501 

1 - 800 - 433 - 3726 '; 

E (US and Canada) 1985 


Without Notice 
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Full Internet support. 




Access to the Star Trek Technical Manuals. 

And full-featured communications and fax software. 

The quickest way to get a message to the Speaker of the House. 

Netscape Navigator WWW browser. News Reader. Gopher. Internet Mail. 

Japanese monster cartoons. 

Access to BBSs. Corporate hosts. Other PCs. 

The quickest way to get a message to Elvis. 

Access to more services than any other comm software. 

Nearly forgotten stats of pro baseball players. 

The easy new Crosstalk Dialing Directory. 

Heated debate on cold fusion theories. 


5 



TCP/IP stack with support for SLIP, CSLIP and PPP connections. 

Even more heated debate on Chia Pet'care. 


Only one box has it all. The new 
Crosstalk for Windows, v2.3. 



For just $99 you can get all of the information superhighway in one box. 

For $99 you can get the latest version of the world’s most award-winning comm software, Crosstalk® for Windows. 

It’s the only software that gives you access to BBSs, online services and host computers, plus full-featured access to 
the Internet and fax capabilities. Trade in a previous version of Crosstalk and get 2.3 for $49 or trade in a com¬ 
petitor’s package and get 2.3 for $59. And get Crossfax' for a few dollars more. Best of all, if you buy 2.3 now, 
you’ll get a free upgrade to our Windows 95 version, promised to be our best release 
ever! All with a 60-day money-back guarantee. Call 800-426-6283, code 310.01. 
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with a Rose keyboard monitor switch 


EE 

bi 


pounds in 10 m 



Call today for free catalog 

♦ Print servers 

♦ Data switches 

♦ Keyboard/video control 

800-333-9343 


P.O. Box 742571 ♦ Houston, Texas 77274 
TEL 713/933-7673 ♦ FAX 713/933-0044 


Streamline your computer room by reducing excess equipment. 
Access up to 256 CPU’s from a single keyboard, monitor, and 
mouse. ServeView is our best-selling switch, has every feature 
you can imagine, and installs in minutes. Compare price, fea¬ 
tures, performance, quality, and support and you’ll find Rose 
can’t be beat. 

|1R05E 

ELECTRONICS 


Call us to discuss your application 
or to receive your free information kit. 


Circle 153 on reader service card. 


SOFTWARE! 


WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE 


Now you can get your very own copy of PC Computing 
delivered to you every month — at incredible savings! 
Plus, sign up now and get powerful FREE SOFTWARE 
with your paid subscription. 

pn 1-800-365-2770 

Recomputing 


CMV 

















The Vision 



AUSTIN'S INTEGRATED PRODUCT SOLUTION 


Austin's Global Reach: 

The World According to IPG 

Austin is a division of IPC 
Technologies. When you call Austin, 
you’re tapping into the many 
benefits of a diversified global 
organization unth interests in 
multimedia, notebook PCs, 
desktop systems, and departmental 
servers. As your company’s needs 
expand and evolve, you can rely on 
Austin and IPC Technologies 
tQ deliver an 
integrated 
computing 
solution. 




Austin Builds 
Confidence 

With the pressing demands of business today, 
you need a competitive PC company like 
Austin to deliver advanced computing capabil¬ 
ity at a reasonable price. Austin stands behind 
its integrated product line — notebooks, 
desktops, and servers — with thirteen years' 
comprehensive experience in the PC industry. 

An Award-Winning Record 

While our customers keep calling back for 
impressive PC value, the industry press takes 
notice of Austin as well, bestowing a series 
of awards that include the PC Magazine 
Editors’Choice and PC World's Best Buy. 

We've developed an impressive value equation 
for reliable systems that incorporate Tier-One 
technology, the highest-quality components 
available, and an array of support services that 
create a comprehensive business solution 


Austin’s Family of Products 

• Austin Edge Series Notebook Systems: 
In dudes InteT’s 430MX " Chipset and 
support for CD-ROM 

• Austin Power System Desktops: 

Our profilefor success features 
Pentium technobgy and custom 
configuration options 

• Austin Affinity Servers: 

Quad Pentium’ Pro processors with 
12 hot-swap drive bays and enhanced 
cooling for greater reliability 


AUSTIN 


Driven to Perfection! 
TO ORDER CALL: 


800 - 268-0494 


2121 Energy Drive, Austin, Texas 78758 
512-339-3500 • FAX 512-454-1357 
http://www.austindirect.com/ 


Government Sales: 
Fortune 1000 Sales: 
Canadian Sales: 
International Sales: 


800-833-4472 

800-622-5506 

800-338-1565 

512-339-3547 















Notebook Solutions 


A SIGHT FOR 


THE BIG SCREEN STORY OF A MOBILE TITAN 



Austin Edge CD Notebook 
Standard Features: 

Intel 430MX PCI Bus 
Internal 3-5" Removable Diskette Drive, 
(Swappable w/ 2nd Bhttery or 4X CD-ROM) 
32-Bit Local Bus Fast IDE 
256K Pipeline Burst L2 Cache 
16-Bit Stereo Business Audio 
Built-in Microphone, Speaker & 
External Jacksfor Une-In/lme-Out 
Lithium Ion Battery 
Ibuch Pad Mouse 
Weight with Battery: 6.8 lbs. 
Win ‘95 Plug n' Play BIOS 
Windows' 95 Pre-Installed 


Austin Edge CD-90 

90MHz Intel Pentium Processor 
11.3 " TFT800 x 600 Color Display 
8MB RAM (expandable to 40MB) 
810MB Hard Drive 
32-Bit PCI Video-2MB 
4X Internal CD-ROM 
28.8 Fax/Modem w/Speaker Phone 
Business Lease: $135 / month 

$3,535 


ss 


Austin Edge XP Notebook 
Standard Features: 


16-Bit Stereo Business Audio 
Built-in Microphone, Speaker & 
External Jacksfor Une-ln/Une-Out 
Integrated Pointing Stick Mouse 
NiMH Battery (Second Battery Optional) 
Weight with Battery: 5-5 lbs. 
Win 95 Plug n’ Play BIOS 
Windows 95 Pre-Installed 


It's a New Story 
of Portable Power 

The name says it all. The Edge The Austin 
Edge. As soon as you watch it perform, 
you'll know this notebook gives you The 
Competitive Edge. It builds the foundation of 
its performance package on the Intel 430MX 
Chipset and includes high-end features like 
256KB Pipeline Burst L2 Cache. 

Prices Low, Value High 

The Edge comes in an impressive package, 
weighing just 6.8 lbs with the CD-ROM and 
battery. It's covered by a money-back guaran¬ 
tee and a one-year parts and labor warranty. 
Call Austin, and travel with confidence 


Austin Edge XP-90 


10.4" DSTN Color Display 
16MB RAM (expandable to 24MB) 
810MB Hard Drive (Fast IDE Interface) 
32-Bit PCI Video-1MB 
Internal 3.5" Diskette Drive 
(Removable for optimal second battery) 
Business Lease: $103/ month 


$2,712 



pentium; 



Driven to Perfection! 


TO ORDER CALL: 


800 - 268-0494 


2121 Energy Drive, Austin, Texas 78758 
512-339-3500 • FAX 512-454-1357 
http://www.austindirect.com/ 
Government Sales: 800-833-4472 
Fortune 1000 Sales: 800-622-5506 
Canadian Sales: 800-338-1565 

International Sales: 512-339-3547 
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Desktop Solutions 


DEMAND AIK 

FOR A BETTE 


AUSTI 


Austin Power System 
Standard Features: 


75-, m, or 133 MHz 
Intel Pentium Processor 
256KI2 Cache 
3.5" 1.44MB Diskette Drive 
Desktop or Mini-lbwer Chassis 
Win ‘95 Keyboard & MS Mouse 



Austin PowerPLUS System 
Standard Features: 

100-, 133-, 150- or 166 MHz 
Intel Pentium Processor 
256to 512KB L2 Pipeline Burst Cache 
3.5" 1.44MB Diskette Drive 
Desktop or Mini-lbwer Chassis 
Win 95 Keyboard & MS Mouse 
Energy-Star Compliant 
Windows 95 Pre-Installed 
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Austin Power System 100 

8MB PAM (expandable to 128MB) 
850MB Enhanced IDE Hard Drive 


64-Bit PQ Video Accelerator- 1MB 
15” .28mm N1 SVGA Monitor 
Business Lease: $63/ month 


$1,649 


133MHz processor - add $125 


I 


Award-Winning 
Desktop Power 

With the Power System 100, Austin com¬ 
bines Pentium performance and incredible 
value. And PowerPLUS systems come with 
a host of features, including a choice of 
processors ranging from 100- to 166 MHz 
and 256KB L2 Write-Back Cache, as well as 
RAM capability up to 128MB. 

Call Wow for Fast Delivery 

We have systems ready to ship, and we offer 
almost endless configuration options, with 
software and peripherals that will make your 
Austin computer the ideal working partner. 


Austin PowerPLUS-133 

16MB EDO PAM (expandable to 128MB) 
256KB L2 Pipeline Burst Cache 
1.2GB Enhanced IDEflard Drive 
64-Bit PCI Video Accelerator - 2MB EDO RAM 
6X IDE CD-ROM Drive 
15” ,28mm NISVGA Monitor 
16-Bit Audio, Stereo tyeakers 
Business Lease: $94 / month 

$2,499 

166MHz processor - add $350 


AUSTIN ONLINE OFFERS 


Connect with the Austin Direct home page and 
you'll find a complete catalog of Austin systems 
as well as hundreds of peripherals and software 
packages. With a few clicks, you'll access special 
offers on Austin systems as well as the latest info 
on new PC technology, support services, and 
product updates. 

h ttp://www. a ustindirect. com/ 


61996IPC Technologies, Inc. All rights reserved. Intel, the Intel Inside In 


Call for specific details. Actual configuration shipped ml 




























Server Solutions 


rniti SYSTEMS 
R BIG PICTURE 

AUSTIN DEPARTMENTAL SERVERS 


Austin Affinity XR Server 
Standard Features: 

256KL2 Cache 
Adaptec 2940WDrive Controller 
4X SCSI CD-ROM Drive 
16 Bit ISA Video 
3.5" 1.44MB Diskette Drive 
lOBase-TPCI Network Adapter 
3 ISA, 3 PCI Expansion Slots 
Tbwer Chassis (26'Hx 10" Wx 25.5"D) 
300W Power Supply 
101-Key Keyboard 
Three-Year Parts & labor Warranty 
One-Year On-Site Service 



Austin Affinity XR-120 

120MHz Intel Pentium Processor 
16MB RAM-Expandable to 512MB 
21GB Hot-Swappable Fast & Wide SCA 
Hard Drive - Expandable to 24GB 
Business Lease: $146/month 

$3,995 


| Austin Affinity XE-150 

w| *i 150MHz Dual Pentium Processor 

64WRAM-Expandableto512MB 
HR 3 2GB Hot-Swappable Fast & Wide 

SCA Hard Drives Expandable to 48GB 
I Business Lease: $451 /month 


Austin Affinity XE and XE Pro 
Standard Features: 

512KL2 Cache 
Mylex PCI RAID Controller 
4X SCSI CD-ROM Drive 
3.5" 1.44MB Diskette Drive 
16-Bit ISA Video 
100Base-T PCI Network Adapter 
Affinity XE: 6 EISA, 4 PCI Expansion Slots 
Affinity XE Pro: 4 EISA, 6 PCI Expansion Slots 
Tbwer Chassis (26"Hx 10" Wx 25.5"D) 
500W Power Supply 
101-Key Keyboard 
Three-Year Parts & Labor Warranty 
One-Year On-Site Service 
Mylex Array Management Software and 
Austin’s Novell NetWare Pre-Installed 



Austin XE Pro 
Serves Up More Power 

Expect more performance from an Austin 
Affinity XE Pro server, with quad 150-, 180, 
or 200MHz Pentium Pro Processors. The 
Affinity provides a powerful, reliable server 
for your department's database or application 
server. And as your organization grows, you 
can upgrade the expandable Affinity server 
to accommodate all your increased demands. 

An Affinity for Success 

Austin gives you a choice in the Affinity server 
line, with the Austin Affinity XR, the Affinity 
XE, and the Affinity XE Pro. For maximum 
flexibility, the Affinity chassis is designed with 
up to 12 hot swappable hard drives for 
2- or 4GB, 7200RPM drives and an enhanced, 
nine-fan cooling system. Each Affinity server 
offers easy access to internal 
components and comes 
complete with advanced 
server management 
software 

PENTIUM,.PRO 



$12,746 


Austin Affinity XE-Pro 

180MHz Dual Pentium Processor 
128MB RAM - Expandable to 1GB 
5-2GB Hot-Swappable Fast & Wide SCA 
Hard Drive - Expandable to 24GB 
Business Lease: $694 / month 

$19,995 

Maximize Affinity XE reliability with hot-swap 
redundant power supply upgrade - $995 



Driven to Perfection! 


TO ORDER CALL: 


800 - 268-0494 


2121 Energy Drive, Austin, Texas 78758 
512-339-3500 • FAX 512-454-1357 
http://www.austindirect.com/ 
Government Sales: 800-833-4472 
Fortune 1000 Sales: 800-622-5506 
Canadian Sales: 800-338-1565 

International Sales: 512-339-3547 
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COMPUTER SYSTEMS 


Port6g£ 61 0 CT, Toshiba America 
Solo S90, Gateway 2000 
Tecra 700CT, Toshiba America 

ThinkPad 760CD, IBM 
Z-Note GT, Zenith Data Systems 

PENTIUM-BASED SYSTEMS 


Dimension P75t, Deli Computer 
Dimension XPS PI 66c, 

Dell Computer 
NetServer 5/133 LS2, 

Hewlett-Packard 

PI 33 Millennia, Micron Electronics 
Poly 500P8, Polywell Computers 

Power Series 850, IBM 


Digital Equipment Corp. 

ProLiant 1 500, Compaq 3 

ProSignia 300 5/90, Compaq 3 

Vectra XU 6/150, Hewlett-Packard 3 

PERIPHERALS 

CD-ROM AND HURD DRIVES 

8x Multimedia Upgrade Kit, I 

CDJ 7004, Smart and Friendly 2i 


Jaz drive, Iomega 
Maxmedia CD-IS601, 

Umax Technologies 


MultiSpin 4Xc, NEC Technoloc 
SD-1006 DVD Drive, Toshiba, 
Seagate 51080A.CMO 
TBS-7400, Turtle Beach Systen 
Toshiba XM-3701, Toshiba Ar 
Western Digital AC31000, 

Zip drive, Iomega 


ArtZ II, Wacom 
DrawingSlate II, CalComp 
Touche Touch Pad, Touch6 


FlexScan T2-20, Nanao (USA] 
Multiscan I7sf, Sony Electronics 
Multisync LCD300, NEC Technologies 


MULTIMEDIA AND DIGITAL PRODUCTS 

Alps GlidePoint Keyboard, 259 471 

Alps Electric 

DC50zoi 


Graphics Pro Turbo, ATI 
Imagine 128, Number Nine 
MGA Millennium, Matrox Graphics A 
Montana, Motorola 
OmniKey Evolution, Northgate 
RealMagic Pro, Sigma Designs 


PRINTERS-COLOR 


BJC-4100, Canon Computer 40 

Color LaserJet 5M, Hewlett-Packard 
DeskJet 1600CM, Hewlett-Packard 40 
DeskJet 855C, Hewlett-Packard 
Jetprinter 4079 plus, Lexmark Int’l 
magicolor CX, QMS 
Optra C, Lexmark Int’l 


Phaser 340, Tektronix 
Phaser 480X, Tektronix 
Phaser 550, Tektronix 
Pictura310e, Fargo 


IX-4025, Canon Computer 
PaperPort Vx, Visioneer 
Paragon 1200SP, Mustek 
PowerLook II, Umax Technologies 
ScanAce II, Pacific Image Electronics 
ScanJet 4c, Hewlett-Packard 
ScanJet 4p, Hewlett-Packard 
ScanMakerlll, Microtek 
Smart Business Card Reader, Seiko 

GRAPHICS UTILITIES 


Image Club DigiArt 



Monotype Typography 


PolyType 
Precision Type 
Psy/Ops Type Found) 


STOCK IMAGES 


WINDOWS SOFTWARE 


BUSINESS APPLICATIONS 


Office for Windows 95, Microsoft 
QuickBooks Pro 4.0, Intuit 
Quicken Deluxe 5 for Windows, 


The 11th Hour, Virgin Interactive 

ABC Sports Presents Florida 
State Football, Stella Interactive 


Voyetra Technologies 

Larry Magid’s Essential Internet, 

Quarterdeck 

Leonard Maltin’s Movie & Video 
Guide 1996, Penguin Electronic 


Canter Technology 

Melody Maestro 2.0, ! 

The Blue Ribbon SoundWorks 
Mind of a Killer, Cambrix Publishing ! 

Morton Subotnick’s Making Music, ! 


Optika FilePower Suite CD, 

Optika Imaging Software 
Our Times, Vicarious 
SmartSound For Multimedia, 

Sonic Desktop Software 


Voyetra Technologies 
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Canvas 5.0, Deneba Software 

CorelDraw 6, Corel 
CoreIXara, Corel 
Designer 6, Micrografx 


Photo-Paint 6, Corel 
Photoshop 3.0.5, Adobe Systems 
Photoshop 3.0 for Windows, 

Adobe Systems 

Picture Publisher 6, Micrografx 
PowerPoint for Windows 95, 

Microsoft 

Publisher for Windows 95, 

Microsoft 
QFX 5.2, Ron Scott 
QuarkXPress 3.31, Quark 
Windows Draw 4.0, Micrografx 


Collabra Software 

GroupWise 4.1, Novell 
GroupWorks, HyperDesk 
Notes Release 4.0, Lotus 
OpenMind 2.0, Attachmate 


MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE 

InfoSelect 3.0 for Windows, 


Juno, Juno Online Services 

Microsoft Network, Micros' 
Prodigy, Prodigy 


3D F/X, Asymetrix 
Acrobat Pro 2.1, Adobe Systems 
AddDepth, Ray Dream 
Black Box, Alien Skin 


Toolkit 7.5, S&S Software I 

FontChameleon, Ares 
FontFiddler, Ares 


Fontographer 3.5, Macromedia 
Gallery Effects 1.5.1, Adobe Systems 
Guard Traveler 2000, GlareGuard 
Hijaak Graphics Suite 95, 


ImagePals 2, Ulead Systems 


Kai Power Tools 3, MetaTools 84, 1 34 

KPT Convolver, MetaTools 134 

KPT Vector Effects, MetaTools 134 

Kudo Image Browser, Imspace 134 

Long File Names, View Software 1 92 

NetShield 2.3, McAfee Associates 90 

Norton AntiVirus 2 . 0 , Symantec 90 

Norton AntiVirus for Windows 95, 42 

Symantec 

Norton Utilities for Windows 95, 42 

Symantec 

Paint Shop Pro 3.1, JASC 134 

Photo/Graphics Edges, Auto F/X 134 

ProtectNet PTEL2, APC 259 

SiteMeter 5.1, McAfee Associates 36 

Streamline 3.0, Adobe Systems 134 

Type Manager 3.02, Adobe Systems 134 

WEB BROWSERS AND UTILITIES 


ActiveVRML, Microsoft 



), Microsoft 79,15 


WebFX, Paper Software 

Webstar for Windows 95, 

Quarterdeck 


A Great 
Review is 
Worth 
Repeating 


Its Value Increases With Use 

Reprints of your review are an invaluable sell¬ 


REPRINTS 


REPRINTS 

REPRINTS 


Rl 


Almost nothing influences buyers in the com¬ 
puter market as much as a great product 
review, particularly one in PC Computing. 
That’s because computer product buyers rely 
on these reviews to help them make informed 
purchase decisions. They know that our labs, 
writers and editors can be trusted to be thor¬ 
ough, fair and impartial in their testing and 
reporting. For a computer product marketer a 
great review is almost priceless. 


ing tool for your product and an important 
image builder for your company. An objective, 
third party product evaluation will be read, 
and trusted, by far more people than any reg¬ 
ular product literature, direct mail, press 
release or sales letter. Think of all the ways 
you can take advantage of reprints: 


REPRINTS 

REPRINTS 

REPRINTS 

REPRINTS 

REPRINTS 

REPRINTS 


► Use them in sales proposals 

► Hand them out at trade shows 

► Send them to your mailing list 

► Provide them to distributors 

► Add them to a press release or a m 
to your stockholders. 


And, if you customize your reprint— with a 
special cover, highlighting, an ad, sales office 
listings, etc — the value increases even more. 


Get the most value from your PC Computing 
review. Call Ziff-Davis Reprints today at 

snn.£9s./m7 


PC imputing 
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(Down) Time is Money 

• Remains in place during use...just type right 
through it 

■ Prevents costly repairs 

■ Soft, flexible, fits like a glove 

■ Durable High-Tech Polymer lasts for years 

■ More than 1,000 custom fit models available 

• The original SafeSkin 0 - Only $24.95 


Protect Your Entire System 

Dust Covers - All Models - All Styles 

Economical Vinyl from $6.95 each 
Breathable Fabric from $7.95 each 


Call Today: 1-800-627-7752 


DN READER SERVICE CARD 


GET PROFESSIONAL RESULTS, 


Paint Shop Pro is 
the easiest photo 
retouching, painting, 
image format 
conversion and screen 
capturing software you’ll 
ever use. Paint with 8 
brushes, retouch, 
enhance and edit images 
with the same tools 
found in software 
costing hundreds more. 

FOR ONLY 

$ 69.00 

Bus Applicable Sales Tax and S&H. 




JASC Media Center is 
your command center for 
- multimedia file managp- 
- 1 ■■ menL Organize tiles via 

thumbnail albums. 
Keyword searches make 
locating even your most 
obscure images a snap. 
Also play audio files 
individually or with 
slide show 
FOR ONLY 


* 39.00 


THE EASY WY! 


JASC INC. • PO BOX +499 • EDEN PRAIRIE, MN 55344 • 612/930-9171 

1 - 800 - 622-2793 


VISIT US AT OUR WEB SITE: http://wwwjasc.com 
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Get the one piece 



ProAgio™ solves the 

PUZZLE OF THE INCREDIBLE 
SHRINKING DESKTOP! 


Office 95 takes up more of 
your valuable workspace 
than ever — which is why 
you need ProAgio™ (pro- 
AH-gee-oh). This incredible 
five-button mouse from 
Mouse Systems eliminates 
scrollbars forever! With its 
scrolling roller, you can 
zoom through documents 
in nothing flat. So order 
ProAgio today. You won't 
believe what you've been 
missing. 


95 forgot! 


WSYSTi 


Fax: 510-656-4409 
47505 Seabridge Drive, Fremont, CA 94538 
http://www.mousesystems.com 


Retailers: Best Buy • Circuit City • Computer City • Elek-Tek • Fry’s • OfficeMax • PC Connection Distributors: Gates/Arrow • Ingram Micro • Merisel • Tech Data 



PREMIER 














BAR CODING /BOARDS COMPONENTS/CHIPS/INPUT DEVICES 
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4 nVlEW LCD Panels & Projectors 4" 



ADTECH is your source for. . . 

Computer & Video Projection Equipment • LCD Panels & Projectors 
WHY SHOULD YOU CHOOSE ADTECH? 

Simple. Our people are the experts! With over 10 leading manufacturer's to 
choose from, they'll guide you to the right decision that best suits your needs. 

> Million Dollar In-Stock Inventory • Downtime Rapid Repair & 

• IMMEDIATE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY Loaner Program 

• 7-Day No-Risk Satisfaction Guarantee • Trade-in Trade-up Program 

• Certified Support & Repair • Full Inventory of Replace- 

Technicians ment Parts & Supplies 
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"Boxlight means sreat prices, superb products, and 
to help you choose exactly the right system." 


Project 

your full-color 
monitor image 
onto a screen or wall 


ProColor 3080 

• Brightest - use even in lit rooms 

• Mac or PC, Video plus Audio 

• Only 16 lbs. travel weight 

• Clarity sharp as 35 mm slides. 


1 - 800 - 762-5757 

Government: (800) 497-4009 
Resellers: (800)736-6956 

International: (360) 779-7901 The inc. 500 logo is a 


■BOXLIGHT 
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so they 
call you 
the IS 
hotshot 




perhaps 
"Fire Chief " 
would be more 
appropriate. 


got a network that's already been nominated 
for the "Heterogeneous Headache of the Year" award, 
u're staring a major upgrade in the face. 
Upgrade the network operating system. Upgrade the servers. 
A new router. A new operating system on each user's 
desktop. More disk space and more memory to support that 
new operating system. It's a good thing that all this stuff is 
| Plug-and-Play. Yeah, sure. 

Of course, you'll have to make use of your existing hardware 
■s investment. Budgets are tight, you know. In the meantime, 

^• you've got a hundred users screaming for support. 

If you've been putting out so many fires every day that you're 
ready for a meltdown, take heart, help is here. 

Introducing Support On Site® for Hardware. 

It's a hot new subscription service that gives you instant 
access to all the information you'll need to support hardware 
products from thousands of leading vendors. It combines a 
comprehensive database of specifications and diagrams for 
over 12,000 hardware products with a vast knowledgebase 
containing tens of thousands of support solutions from 
hardware vendors and other industry experts. With Support 
On Site for Hardware, you'll find the answers you need to 
solve urgent support problems with 
blazing speed. 



I To support your 
multivendor network 
f. environment, you need help. 

i Get Support On Site for Hardware today, and get out of 
the hot seat. 

Call 800-926-8299 


or 303-443-3388 • Fax: 303-443-3323 ■ 

In Europe: +31 (0) 492-660900 HOLM 

Internet: http://www.microhouse.com 

Support On Sits' for Hardware, an information subscription ser 
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Or Lea Technology, ltd 

PERSONAL COMPUTERS 

SUPPLIES 

HP • IBM • NEC • COMPAQ • AST 

CABLES • NETWORK CARDS • TONER • 

• PACKARD BELL •DIGITAL* 

RIBBONS • ETC., ETC., ETC. •, SOFTWARE 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 

• NOVELL • WINDOWS 95 • ETC. 

PRINTERS 

NOTEBOOKS 

HP • 0KIDATA • CANON • LEXMARK • 

TOSHIBA • IBM 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 

$ 1000 to $ 100,000; UP TO 60 MONTHS REPAYMENT TERMS 

CALL 800-584-9412 ===== 

FAX 601 ■ 

353-1392 a=sm 

ON LINE INTERNATIONAL 

I 
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Share Printers Without Wires or a Network 

a Up to 8 printers can be used by any number of PC's. 

▲ Prints 200 to 500 feet indoors-through walls. 

A Works with any 100% IBM compatible' 

PC and printer. 

▲ No additional software qr cards. 

; Sft<M¥?‘232Q 

HeraCpiwn.IBt. 1Ba»«ih meaKSMas 



Portable DAT Tape Backup 

Connects to Parallel, Serial, or SCSI port 

* % M 

■I __ ■■■ S® i ^ 

F 


• Supports DOS. Windows, OS/2, N 

■ 2GB. 4GB, and 8GB of storage or 

■ Full Mirror Image or File by File ba 


irs of the portable backup 


(r) 100 University Drive ■ /Vnherst MA01002 
*A I ITCl/ Tel: |800) 825-4835 or (413) 549-2700 
/A LI I L. rv Fax: (4131549-2900 


)N READER SERVICE C A 


Up to 4 Users can Access Multiple PC, Macintosh 
and Sun Computers from a Central Location! 


Multiplatform 


Up to 4 users can access different computers simultaneously! 


Supports any combination of PC, Macintosh 
and Sun computers. Use any platform's 
peripherals to access any type of 
computer in the system. 


Every user has full multimedia 
capabilities; keyboard, mouse, 
video, speakers, microphone and 
high speed serial port available. 


COMMANDER^' 


registered 
trademark of 
| Goldhirsh 



Cybex Corporation 
4912 Research Drive Huntsville Al 35805 USA 

(205) 430-4000 (205) 430-4030 fax 


Networld & Interop. Las Vegas April 2-4 
BOOTH # 1308 


feyBEX" 
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Now 
available 
direct from 
ENSONIQ 

All with 16-bit sound, 

32-voices, and 
GM, MT-32, and 
SoundBlaster™ 
compatibility. 

Add the sound of ENSONIQ'; 
professional musical instruments to 
your PC - earth-shaking sound 
available direct from the factory at 
earth-shattering prices! 

All prices include ground shipping. 



the Soundscape™ 
family of wavetable 
sound cards 



$129.95 Soundscape 

a great value' 

$64.95 SoundscapeDB 

daughter card for FM boards 

lENSDNiol 
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Retail Accounting Solution! 


Mici 


The Point-of-Sale solution that gives you 
more money, more control and more flexibility. 
See for yourself how effectively MicroBiz 
can manage your retail business 

/ Accurate Inventory Control 
/ Defined Customer Tracking 
V Complete Invoicing 
/ Detailed Receipt Generation 
/ Effective Targeted Mailing Lists 

/licroBiz. Corp. ♦ 300 Corporate Drive ♦ Mahwah, NJ 07430 ♦ Phone: 201-512-0900 
FAX: 201-512-1919 ♦ From the Internet: http://www.microbiz.com 
!4 Fir. BBS: (201) 512-0801 (Download a demo today) e-mail: sales@microbiz. 


FREE Catalog...Call Today! 800-637-8268 
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't Video Training for Windows Applications 

KeyStone 












































VSS Pro is the powerful 
and flexible way to 
schedule employees. 

VSS Pro is an easy-to-use 
scheduling system that lets 
you schedule your way. 
Display the desired amount 
of information appropriate 
for your needs. Set the 
viewer from a detailed one 
day view to a comprehen¬ 
sive 42-day view. And with 
"what you see is what you 
get" reporting, you can print 
schedules for any situation. 

VSS is the quick and easy 
way to schedule employees. 

VSS is an excellent system 
that's designed to handle 
most scheduling needs. 

The system utilizes a fixed 
28-day worksheet that 
provides a clear and compre¬ 
hensive master schedule. 
VSS allows you to print six 
pre-formatted reports with 
custom information. 


The VSS Pro viewer 
lets you schedule the 
way you want to. 


You may not have the 
ability to create the perfect 
world, but now you can 
create perfect employee 
schedules. 


With a "pencil and paper" 
scheduling system and a 
constantly changing work 
environment, staying on 
top of things is harder than 
ever. Stop using an eraser, 
calculator, and bottle of 
aspirin. Give yourself a 
break and switch to the 
timesaving convenience of 
VSS or VSS Pro. 




For more information call: 

800 - 874-8801 

or visit our Web Site 
http://www. atlasbsi. com 

All Atlas products are backed 
by a 30-day unconditional 
money-back guarantee. 


• create clean, professional 
looking schedules 

• improve accuracy 

• avoid conflicts 

• make changes quickly 

• rotate schedules easily 

• save time 
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CREATE YOUR OWN SCREEN SAVERS! 

Introducing IDLE-EYES, your personalized 
screen saver! IDLE-EYES allows you to create 
your own screen savers using your favorite pho¬ 
tographs, music, text, videos, recorded mes¬ 
sages, even sound effects and images down¬ 
loaded from the internet. Combine any image 
file with your favorite sound file and create an 
unlimited number of custom screen savers. 


IDLE-EYES makes the perfect gift for 

anyone with an active imagination—and a PC. 

$24.99 plus shipping & handling 

For more information please call: (800) 696-8128 

(EMAIL) sales(« compunnel.com 

COMPUNNEL SOFTWARE GROUP, INC. 
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•All Courses Home Study 
• Increase your earning 

H •Approved for tuition 

^ reimbursement by 

Earn your B.S. or leading corporations 

MS. degree in - — Using Windows, 

Computer and Ada 

Science— courses AMERICAN 

without WUmr* available INMI1MF 

leaving W p f COMPUTER 

home and W E£ion SCIENCES 

without spending call 1-800 - ««»* membek 

thousands of dollars. 767-AICS 
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The Learning Company * 


Learn To Speak™ Spanish 6.0 

The most comprehensive Spanish program on the market 
today. Complete interactive course on 2 CD-ROMS. 
Real-life situations build a strong foundation in speaking, 
understanding, reading, and writing Spanish. The Learning 
: variety of language learning products including complete 
ill builders, available in Spanish, French, German, English. 
CD-ROM for the Mac artd PC. 

1 - 800 - 290-4568 

P.O. Box 10746, Knoxville, TN. 37939 www.leamingco.com 



Enjoy the Benefits of 3D Graphics 
'« !!'#• 


for only $59,95. orjust ask for a f'n 
PRO Intro, trntl take your .first step 


1-800-793-6320 Ml 

ime only. 3D I KO Intro v&ued at $29.95 is FREE_ 8 
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The IBID Corporation Test 
Preparation Series 
efficient and organized self-study guides for: teachers, 
trainers, corporate training managers, technical support^ 
specialists or anyone on the path to certification. 
Contact: The IBID Corporation 

919 S.W. Grady Way, Dept. J, Renton, WA9 
800/752-9816, 206/228-9700, FAX 206/277-! 

DepU@dty.edu or http://hal.cityu.ec 



Get the best PC diagnostic package on the market: 

uniuersai Diagnostics Toolhit 


Featuring these award-winning diagnostic tools: 

Micro-Scope™ 

♦ Universal-works on any PC. 

♦ Fully operating system independent. 

♦ Diagnostics that go down to chip & 
bit level. ♦ The professional technician's 
toolkit. ♦ Low-level formats IDE drives. 

POST-Probe™ 

♦ Universal Power-On Self-Test card. 

♦ Works with any ISA, EISA, PS2, Micro-' 
Channel computers. ♦ Extensive manual. 
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VideoPoit Professional " 

-the complete video imaging system 



Tm P*4/9j VideoPort 
/ Professional 

fQrnmma lets you work in full colour, 

with no compression, 
and with a resolution 
limited only by the 
video signal itself. 

The professional imaging system 

If you have a portable or desktop PC with a 
PCMCIA card slot and access to a video 
source such as a VCR, camcorder, TV, 
microscope with video output, laser disc etc., 

- then all you need is the VideoPort 
Professional from MRT (If your PC have no 
PCMCIA card slot, ask for the low cost MRT 
PCMCIA adapter to ISA). A professional 
tool on hand wherever you need it, in the 


office, lab, studio 01 


m the move. 


QIQQ 


The video capture system consists of a 
PCMCIA card type I, a video adaptor cable, 
the VideoPort Professional software package 
and an easy-to-follow user manual. 

Powerful software inside 

You will be amazed at what you can do with 
the VideoPort Professional Imager software. 
This is a Windows-based image enhancement 
tool which allows colour correction and 
retouching in an amazingly easy-to-use 
package. You can blend, lighten, darken, 
sharpen, remove blemishes, change colors 
and cut-and-paste. All 
to a full video signal 
resolution of 800 x 
600 pixels and 24-bit 
true colour. You have 
complete control over 
the final result. Best 
of all! It’s quick J 

and easy! fl 





VideoPort Professional 
Hardware Specifications 

Card type: 

PCMCIA TVpe I 

Video inputs: PAL or NTSC, S-video, 
Composite or monochrome 
Resolution: Adjustable up to full video 
signal resolution, true colour, 24-bit, 

‘ 800 x 600 pixels 

Capture time: 1/25 sec. (PAL), i/30 sec. 

(NTSC). Complete image in one frame. 
Image size: Horizontal: 66-922 pixels 
(PAL), 54-754 pixels (NTSC). 

Vertical: 42-576 pixels (PAL), 35-486 


pixels (NTSC), 



MRT Micro Inc. USA Tel.: +1 603 465 2830 Fax: +1 603 465 2680 • Norway Tel.: +47 63 89 63 00 Fax: +47 63 89 63 01 • Germany Tel.: +49 8092 880 77 Fax: +49 8092 880 76 
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Looking For A Data Compression Utility for Windows? 
There Is Only One Choice. 

PKZIPJor Windows 



Save $20 and get 
PKZIP for Windows for $29 
until April 30,1996. 

Plus $6 shipping & handling per item 
in the US and Canada. 


The growth of the Internet and the increased use of World Wide Web 
browsers is creating a greater need to compress data files. Saving disk 
space and saving on-line phone charges are big benefits of compressing 
data files with PKZIP 9 for Windows. PKZIP for Windows compresses 
files an average of 50-70% with many large text and database files 
compressing well over 90%. PKZIP's simple point-and-click interface lets 
you easily compress one file or all files on an entire hard drive, and store 
them in the .ZIP file. PKWARE® provides the best and fastest data 
compression technology on the market, try it and see! 

PKZIP for Windows allows you to easily open files created with PKZIP 
for DOS Version 2.04g. PKZIP is also compatible with Windows 3.1 or 
higher and Windows 95. 

Use PKZIP compression whenever you are: 

At Home 

The Internet contains many .ZIP files you can access through a World Wide 
Web browser. PKZIP also lets you archive files such as the digitized family 
photo album or annual budget in .ZIP files, saving you space on your hard 
drive. 

On the Road 

Use .ZIP files when sending email, storing presentations, or transferring 
files between your office PC and your laptop. 

At the Office 

Network and system administrators save space on their servers and reduce 
traffic over the intranet or corporate network using .ZIP files. 

Data compression is as important now as it was when hard drives were 
small and modems were slow. New software applications and the files they 
create continue to grow in size. Intranet and Internet traffic are growing at 
phenomenal rate. These growing trends make zipping and unzipping data 
files an important utility for everyone who uses a personal computer. 



Other PKWffRE Products 


PKLITE™ increases your 
valuable disk space by 
compressing DOS and 
Windows 16-bit executable 
(.COM, .EXE and .DLL) 
files by an average of 45%. 
The operation of PKLITE 
is transparent, all you will 
notice is more available 
disk space! Price $46 
Software developers, save disk space and media costs 
with smaller executables. You can distribute your 
software in a compressed form with PKLITE 
Professional.™ PKLITE Professional gives you an 
extra option to compress files so that they cannot be 
expanded by PKLITE. This discourages reverse 
engineering of your programs. Price $146 


The PKWARE Data Compression Library* products 
allow you to incorporate data compression .. ; 

technology into your software applications. The 
application program controls all the input and output 
of data, allowing data to be compressed or extracted 
to or from any device or area of memory. PKWARE 
Data Compression Library products di 
ZIPfi,cs ' The all-pu 

Compression 


Call (414) 354-8699 

(EKWflRD. 

rhe Data Compression Exf 



25 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


PREMIER 











CLASSIFIED 



«*rr^ 

*. (vuwmai'c P ptogtams agrn 

«6um-'n" W e ^ 



-LESS MONITOR- 

SI 139.00 

P-90 DUAL SCAN LAPTOP 

AND SPEAKERS POINTING DEVICE, & AC 

$2799.00 

ASK ABOUT OUR CONFERENCE 
AND BOARDROOM EQUIPMENT. 
LET US BUILD YOUR 
“DREAM MACHINE” 
ORDERS CALL 

800-718-2812 

CUSTOMER SERVICE & INFO (804)452-2636 

VA. COMPUTER CO. 

RICHMOND, VA. 

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS- NO SURCHARGE 
PRICES & AVAILABILITY SUBJECT TO 
CHANGE WITHOUT NO 


BVY*SELL*TRADE 


We've Paid Up to $25 per Meg!!! 

We Buy, Sell and Trade Simms, Sojs, 
CPU's and Many Components, 

All Brands, All Styles 
We ll also sell you Major Brand Memory 
& CPU's for all your Computer Needs, 



Please Call for A Quote!! - For a Buy Bad price 
or New Memory Price... All New Memory 
Wfi afC Comes with a Lifetime Warranty 

The Memory Exchange, Inc. 

7946 ivanhoe Ave, Ste. 220, San Diego, CA 92037 
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nrds/Components/Chips 


Buy* Sell* trade 

MEMORY 


WE CAN BEAT 
ANY PRINTED PRICE 
IN THIS MAGAZINE 

FOR MCMORYH! 


WE CAN PAY HIGHER $ 
THAN ANY ONE FOR ' 
YOUR OLD or 5 
BROKEN MEMORY ; 


1«800M«MEMORY 

HnP://WWW.MEMORYWIASTERS.C ^ - 1 


SYSTEMS 

Pentium 75 MHz System 
Pentium 100 MHz System 
Pentium 120 MHz System 
Pentium 133 MHz System 
Pentium 150 MHz System 
’’entium 166 MHz System 

ALL SYSTEMS INCLUDE: 

^Smttipset^WKPipeline/Pentiut 

■Mini Tower Case 

■3 Button Mouse 
' MB SVGA Card (PCI/VLB) 
4" SVGA .28 Monitor 
^.50. MB Hard Drive 
aSMB/Pentium, 4MB/486 
■Choice of Windows 3.1 and 
DOS 6.22 or Windows 95 

4.2 GB Hard Drive $50 

A.b GB Hard Drive $100 

..MUIR'.Kil ',125 


BLOWOUT PUCES* 


<6RMS S MOTHERBOARPS 

AMD DX2 66MHz CPU $4( 

AMD DX2 80MHz CPU $5C 

AMD DV4 100MHz CPU $70 

AMD DX4 120MHz CPU $9( 

AMD DX4 133MHz CPU $105 

Pentium 75MHz CPU Al?5 

Pentium 100MHz CPU 
Pentium 120MHz CPU 
Pentium 133MHz CPU 
Pentium 150MHz CPU 
Pentium 166MHz CPU 


wmz: . 


Pentium 75-200 Motherboard $160 
(Intel Triton Chipset, 256K Pipeline 
PCI Enhanced IDE Controller, iS/IP) 


Acer 2X CD Rom Kit 
Acer 4X CD Rom Kit 
Acer 6X CD Rom Kit $240 

(Kits include Drive,l6-Bit Sound Card & Speakers 

Acer 2X CD-Rom Drive 
Acer 4X CD Rom Drive 
Acer 6X IDE CD-Rom Drive 
16-Bit SCSI Sound Card 

Sound Blaster 32 Value 
Stereo Speakers 


Trident iMB PCTSVGA Ca^d^ $70 

Trio64 64Bit 2MB PCI Card $145 

Mini Tower Case w/PS $44 

Full Tower Case w/PS $95 

3.5" 1.44 MB Floppy $29 


n ^ @ c.o.d. ” 

SWRGATE 

imq^STsooj 


8MB (2x321 72-pin $195 

8MB (2x36) 72-pin $210 

16MB (4x32) 72-pin $385 

16MB 4x36) 72-pin $399 

4MB (1x32) EDO 60NS $100 
8MB (2x32) EDO 60NS $199 
16MB (4x32) EDO 60NSJ460 
1MB (1x3) 30-pin $28 

1MB 11x9) 30-pin $39 

2MB (2x8) 30-pin $79 

4MB 4x3) 30-pin $110 

4MB (4x9) 30-pin $129 

HARP DRIVES 
Conner 540 MB IDE $170 

Conner 850 MB IDE $195 

Conner 1.08 GB IDE $225 

Conner 1.2 GB IDE $240 

Conner 1.6 GB IDE $285 

Seagate 540 MB IDE $175 

Seagate 850 MB IDE $195 

sstswr is? 

Western Digital 635 MB $185 
Western Digital 850 MB $200 
Western Digital 1.08 GB 
Western Digital 1.2 GB 
Western Digital 1.6 GB 
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Here’s How You Can Own A New 
Pentium®-Class 586 starting at $309 0( 


800 - 867-4033 

N EXGEN®: 

Complete Upgrade Kit 

LVeVe listed our all time Best 
Sellers in this adl Ourbarebones 
kit will give you a screaming system I 
while saving you thousands. Simply i 
Transfer your Hard Drive, Video “ 

Card and Peripherals. It takes 
about an Hour!...And...It’s Faster 
Than a Pentlurrfl 

If you want a full system, we’vi 
got the Intel* Alternative. Our sys¬ 
tems out perform the big Brand 
Names! Give us a call and se< ' 
lyourself! At Renegade wt ‘ 


NexGen 

90mhz Barebone Kit 

* NexGen Motherboard 

4-lsa slots, 3-PCI slots, 256k of 
cache, Mode 4 IDE controller, 
2-16c550 serial ports, 1 prll. 

* Custom FCC Class B 
Mid-Tower 250watt 

* Installation Video 

* Upgrade kit: static wrist 
strap, screws, spacers and 
more! 


NexGen 

PFIlOmhz system 

NexGen Motherboard 

4-lsa slots, 3-PCI slots, 256‘ - £ - 
Mode 4 IDE controller, 2-16 
ports, 1 prll. Has a math Ct 

8 meg of Fast Page memory 
850mg Quantum hard drive 
’ Trident Img Dram Video Card 
Quad Speed CD-Rom 
Sound blaster 16 sound card. 

' Custom FCC Class B Mid-Tower 
’ 3 1/2” Floppy drive 
Standard 104 “95” keyboard. 

’ LogiTech 3 button Mouse. 
Windows ‘95 preinstalled 
i Monitor. 


NexGen 


133mhz System 

* NexGen Motherboard with 


;, 3-PCI slots, 256k of cache, 


16meg of EDO memory. 

1.6 gig Quantum Fireball hd. 
2mg Vram Video Card 
Quad Speed CD-Rom. 

Sound blaster 16 sound card. 
Custom FCC “B” Mid-Tower. 

3 1/2” Floppy drive. 

Standard 104 “95” keyboard. 
Logitech 3 button Mouse. 
Windows ‘95 preinstalled. 

15” Nl .28dpi Monitor. 



FOR THE SELLER 
We Secure the Mot 


LET US PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT. 


[MEMORY • CPU’S • HARD DRIVES • MONITORS] 


1 - 800 - 900-7590 1 - 800 - 662-7466 

m m W-W ■ M o m n r it llnnrarlo Snorialieio C / n r 0 100 7 
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$ ANY SIMMS $ 


SOJ, TSOP, ZIP, DRAM, VRAM, IBM * Over 30 Years Experience • We now Sell Memory & CPU's 

m — THE MEMORY LIQUIDATORS 

e»s» 800-718-7755 

Hours: M-F 8-5 PST 531 Main St., El Segundo, CA 90245 • Ph. 310-326-5656 • Fax 310-326-7790 




CPU & MEMORY 


1 x9-70 (30pin) 1MB. 

4 x 9 - 70 (30pin) 4MB. 

1 x 32/36 - (72pin) 4MB. 

2 x 32/36 - (72pin) 8MB. 

4 x 32/36 - (72pin) 16MB.... 

8 x 32/36 - (72pin) 32MB.... 

AMD DX2-66 / 4-133. 

lntelDX2™66 / 4™100. 

Intel Pentium® 75/90. 

Intel Pentium® 100/120. 

Intel Pentium® 133/150/I 

Memory, Etc. 


1457 W. Southern Ave.,SL... .. 
Mesa, AZ 85202 
1 (800) 760-7300 
V(602)833-0086 F(602)833-7112 
featuring wholesale prices 


s a registered trademark & Intel D> 


S' ittp://www.compucover.com'\ 


.101/111 

....199/211 

....412/435 

1,000/1,181 

.39/95 

.78/90 

....172/263 
....282/341 
36.CALL 


$18.95 


486 8/30 pin 
I256K cache 


2/72pin 3VLB 8 ISA, 3> 


•Ml. •! 

. l •) . Mr .i 

15x86 133mhz AMD.$2 

NEW PENTIUM BRDS W/30 PIN 
175-166 8/30 PIN 4/72 PIN 4PCI 4ISAS1 

75-166 TRITON PCI.Si 

75-166 W/BLT IN VIDEO & CONT. .. $2 
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Dust Covers 

2- Piece Outfit $18.95 

3- Piece Outfit $19.95 
HP4, HP5 $13.95 
Any Deskjet $12.95 
Any Keyboard $ 4.95 

Models ’ Satisfaction Guaranteed 

CqmpljCquer 

(800) 874-6391 

(904) 862-4448 
FAX (904) 863-2200 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
CIRCLE 512 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


CPU's (INTEL & AMD) 

I DX2/66 AMD3v . .. $36 

Dx2/80 AMD .$48 

Dx4/100 AMD .$79 

DX4/120 AMD ....$«« 
5X86 133 AMD 


ix9 70n :::lll:56 
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CNE Self-Study 


Seven manuals for each track 

3. lx Track $425 
4.1 Track $495 

Meets Novell's new requirement 

PC Age CNE Training Manu¬ 
als are being used in training 
institutes all over the world 


|CNE Test Master $95 


Software that has more than 2500 multiple 
choice practice questions for 11 Novell 
CNE tests covering both 3.1 x & 4.1 tracks 

1 -800-PCAGE-60 


PC Age 

20 Audrey Place; Fairfield, NJ 07004 
Tel: 201-882-5370 • Fax:201-882-4955 
visit us on the WEB at: 
http://www2.cybemex.net/~pcage 
or e-mail: pcage(^bc.cybemex.net 
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We specialize in hard to find 
replacement Batteries 

Laptop/NB/PB, CMOS, 
camcorders, cameras, RC vehicles, 

toys, cordless phones/drills/shaver; 

cellular, remotes, calculators, pet fences. 

UPS/LANS, Ni-Cads, 
chargers etc. 

We Rebuild! Call & Ask! 

OEM-Industrial-MRO-Wholesale-Retail 
We stock what you need! 

No Minimums! 

Visa/MC/AmX/Dicvr/COD/PO#'s 

Battery Express 

713 Gladstone Street 
Parkersburg, WV USA 26101-5661 

800-666-2296 

304-428-2296 
1-428-2297 24 


Home Study 

ACCREDITED 
B.S. DEGREE 

in 

Computer Science 

Easy-to-study lessons in Multimedia, C, 
C++, Visual Basic, Assembly Language, 
Unix, Database Design, Cobol, Ada, 
Pascal, & many more lead to the only 
home-study BSCS degree accredited by 
an agency recognized by the U.S. 
Department of Education. 

Professional software & hardware 
provided at no extra charge. Programs 
in Computer & Electronics Engineering 
Technology as well. Over 44 years 
experience. Accredited by the Distance 
Education and Training Council. 

Free Catalog: 1 (800) 955-2527 
GRANTHAM 
College of Engineering 

Grantham College Rd„ Slidell, LA 70469-5700 



Marketplace readers 
are buyers. 66% of them 
bought hardware from 
a Marketplace ad in the 
last 12 months. 

Advertise Here, Where 
Business Computing 
Buyers Buy Direct! 

Call 800-8254237 Today! 
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Take a Byte out of High Prices 

PREMIUM COMPUTER, INC., 800-266-2895 


INTEL PENTIUM 150/166 PCI $1499/1588 
INTEL PENTIUM 120/133 PCI $1229/1339 
INTEL PENTIUM 75/100 PCI $1068/1159 
486DX4-100/486DX2-80 VLB $ 949 / 925 

8 MB RAM, 1.44 MB FLOPPY DR., 850 MB HARD DR. 
PCI(PENT.)/VLB(486) IDECONTLR, PCI(PENT.)/VLB(486) 


SVGA CARD 1 MB, 14" SVGAC0L0R MONITOR .28 N.I. 
101 KEYBOARD, SERIAL MOUSE, MS WINDOWS 95 


4xCD ROM DR. W/S0UND CARD 
6XCD ROM DR. W/S0UN0 CARD 
4 WATT SPEAKERS 
50 WATT SPEAKERS AC POWER 
115 WATT SPEAKERS AC POWER 
170 WATT SPEAKERS AC POWER ! 
SUB WOOFER 
ALTEC LANSING W/SUB WOOFER' 5 
SOUND BLASTER 16 PLUG N PLAY $ 
SOUND BLASTER AWE32 (BULK) 


PREMIUM COMPUTER, INC. TEL: 800-266-2895 OR 713-999-8899, FAX: 713-999-4460 

416-E N. SAM HOUSTON PKWY HOUSTON, TX 77060, M-F 9:30-6, SAT 10-3 2-YR. LABOR & 1-YR. PARTS WARRANTY 
Prices reflect 2% cash discount Softwares & Printers are manufacturer warranty & not refundable. All returns must be made within 14 days from invoice date & subject to charge 
15% restocking fee. Defective items will be repaired or replaced af our discretion. Warranty does not cover softwares, damage due to accidents,misuse, or negligence. No refunc 
after 30 days from invoice date. Damage or loss should be reported to carrier & must be shipped freight prepaid with original packing, manuals 4 RMAfl. TX resident add 8.25%b 
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Makes Your Car an Office 
• No Twisting • 
Slips On and Off Steering 
Wheel-Use When Parked 
Low Introductory Price 
Call 24 Hrs/7 Days 
Only $29.95 + $4.75 S&H 
visa 1-800-957-3648 mc 

100% Money Back Guarantee 
Hoffman Manufacturing 

)N READER SERVICE CARD 


Call for 
FREE! 

Software & 
Hardware 
Catalog! 

ORDER NOW! 

-800-851-2917 

FAX: 908-888-9449 

ON READER SERVICE CARD 


PC Computing Marketplace 
Shoppers buy direct. In the 
last 12 months, almost half 
of the computer products 
and services they bought, 
they bought direct. 
Advertise Here, Where 
Business Computing 
Buyers Buy Direct! 

Call 800-825-4237 Today! 
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Live Nude Teleconferencing! 


Our Girls... Your Modem... 
Your Video Fantasy 

Tell our HOT models your fantasy 


a fast (9600 bps) modem an 
386DX 

or better computer? 

Ready for some action? 

Call right now! 

:: 800-536-7300 BBS: 815-397-9877 
World Wide Web: 
http://www.videofantasy.c< 


Launcher 
Software 
• Get On-Line 
Immediately! 

• Telnet To Other BBS’s 

• 128 High Speed (28.8k) 
Modems 

• Surf The World Wide Web 

• New User Help Menus 

• Huge IRC & MUD Menus 

• POP-Mail, PINE, Elm, E-mail 





All YOUR DARKEST 
DESIRES NOW 
DELIVERED VIA MODEM! 




NEW TECHNOLOGY LETS YOU SEE 
GIRLS STRIP LIVE ON YOUR PC! 
GET NAKED ON THE NET TODAY! 
http://www.strippersonline.com 



4) Bacchus Hardcore 6 , 


6) Seymore 6 Pak 

7) Ultimate CyberSex 3 Pak 

9) Sexy 6 Pak.. 

J 1) Sexy Slut 3 


21) Picture Discs 6 Pak$49 

Must Be 21 To Order! 


CANDYLAND 

The internet's premiere adult playground 
with live encounters, private one-on-one 
fantasy shows, odult shopping, the worlds 
most complete erotic adult yellow pages, 
pictures, movies & more. 


http://www.adultplayground.com/pcm 
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When flhlfs Come Jo P/ad 


The World's Choice for 

HOT MODEM FUN! 

• CHAT LIVE w/Thousands of Ladies 
& Gents in Groups or Private! 

• Tons of Sizzling Hot Message Areas! 

• Large Shareware & Gif Libraries! 

• Great Fun for Singles & Couples! 

• Matchmaker DatingBase 


Over 800 JCvcat 
/tccess numbers! 

CALL NOW j 
For Local Numbers 
& Logon Instructions: 

Voice: 800-947-0936 
odem: 415-703-8899 

Telnef: odyssey.ody.com 
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Computing 

FREEAPULT 

m 

The Zexieft Place in 
Cy ben face! 

•<S> Featuring the Worlds Finest 
Pro, Amateur & Rare, 

"hard to get" images 
Cft Live On-Line Chat 
S) Nasty Adult Classifieds from 
around the Qlobel 
% Completely UNCENSORED! 

*) FREE ACCESS 
FREE DOWNLOADS 
NO subscription / NO credit card. 
Daily Updates 
% One Call Does It All! 

% Modem: OU-639-888-77-8333 

% New Feature 

1^809y474^1051 V (voke) 

CIRCLE 540 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


Worldwide BBS 

011-852.1729.8858 


AduCt fiCes + Cm 
on-Cme Hostesses 
instant access—call from 
anywhere—get in! 

no censorship/no restrictions 
Must be over 18 • Int. rates apply 

MTOV A DRQ1M9 

Adult live video on you PC! 

Free Video Conference software 
your own private live model 
modem to modem—18+ only 
send $5 ck/mo for S & H: 

NTP Inc. 4045 Sheridan Ave., #410 
Beach, FL 33140 or (for $9.95) 
Call 1 •800-769-5080 for software 
http://www.blushing.com 

)N READER SERVICE C/ 






































































P Computing 


Adult 



CIRCLE 547 ON READER SERVICE CARD 




FFtEE 

ADULT CD-ROM 
OR VIDEOS 

i'M 

Download Computer '’ 

Images and Animated Movies! 


• OVER 50 HYBRID TITLES! 

• TECH. SUPPORT! 

• FAX ORDERS! 

• OUTSTANDING QUALITY 

• ADULT VIDEOS AVAILABLE! 

• LOW, LOW PRICES! 

IT’s The LATEST 


1 Fully Interactive & Linear 1 

| CD-ROMs Available! \ 

IT’s The HOTTEST 

CHECK IT OUT 

DOS Win95 & Mac Files 
E-Mail Around the World 


t°hTd R ,^^ 

AND RECEIVE A FREE INTERACTIVE CD-ROM 

JANE HAMILTON! REMEMBER, WITH '‘YOU’RE 
THE DIRECTOR ”, YOU CHOOSE THE GIRLS, 
YOU CHOOSE THE ACTION,THEN SIT BACK & 
ENJOY YOUR MASTERPIECE!!! WHAT MORE 
COULD YOU ASK FOR?! 

■"'O '-H 

\m wym 

(No per min./hrly fees) Must be Adult to Access 


TO ORDER CALL : 

l-WMOM-CD 

FAX • 1(310)275-7198 • FAX 

E http://zanegx.c 9 m/lane ^ 


CIRCLE 555 ON READER SERVICE CARD CIRCLE 548 ON READER SERVICE CARD 



fiutafafrAm 

SPEC-NET. 

30 Day Free Trial + Software 
We Offer: 

• World Wide Web 

• Gopher 

• Telnet 

• FTP 

• E-Mail 

• Archie 

• Internet Relay Chat 

• MUDS 

• PPP/SLIp/Shell 

FULL ADULT SECTION 

EASY TO USE 

Supporting: Mosaic, Netscape and ANSI 

r . Call via Modem: (516)520-9009 



Marketplace readers 
are buyers. 66% of them 
bought hardware from 
a Marketplace ad in the 
last 12 months. 

Advertise Here, Where 
Business Computing 
Buyers Buy Direct! 

Call 800-8254237 Today! 




TELNET 

TO 

TALK.net 


Call 

217 - 322-1414 

MBBS-World Group 
Unlimited Access 
http://www.talk.net 
A£l TOeicome Ho 
Gay^Straight-Bi 
Swingers 

(Must be 21 +) 
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S E Y B O L D 

SAN FRANCISCO 


II 


Where the web 

MEETS THE WEB 


SEYBOLD'S VISIONARY 
CONFERENCE PROGRAM 

Led by the industry's experts, the Seybold Conferences offer a vision of 
the future and solid information on how to make the most of today's 
technologies and products. 

INTERACTIVE AND EDUCATIONAL 
EXHIBITIONS 

Seybold acts as a commerce catalyst for publishing vendors and users, by 
providing the high quality meeting and learning grounds they need to meet 
and make decisions. 



SEYBOLD 


SEYBOLD PUBLICATIONS 

With a world-wide editorial scope and a long-established reputation of 
expertise, Seybold Publications are considered the "sources of record" 
for the electronic publishing industry. 



SEYBOLD 


CONSULTING SERVICES 

The Seybold Consulting Services have been successful for the past 
25 years, offering vendors and end-users strategic and tactical 
planning advice. 


Seybold 



WORLD-WIDE-WEB 

The Seybold Seminars Home Page on the WWW is your source of 
information for the digital publishing industry. Stop by our site at 
http://www.sbexpos.com to gather the industry,vendor, product, 
conference and exhibition information you need. Now. 


Visit our worldwide home — 
h ttp://www. sbexpos. com 


Seybold 


303 Vintage Park Drive 
Foster City, CA 94404-1138 *415-578-6900 








We’ve got answers 
no one else has. 



Actually, Britannica has always had the answers you needed. Only now you 
can find them faster and from the convenience of your own computer. Britannica 
Online® is the first encyclopedia on the Internet, and it has more information - on 
practically every subject imaginable - than any other encyclopedia, either in print or 
online. So, when you need the right answer, find it fast in Britannica Online. 


http://www.eb.com 



Britannica Online® 

From the editors of ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA. 


© 1996 Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc. 
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Full Screen Ahead 

You might claim you need 
Sigma Designs’ RealMagic 
Pro MPEG playback board to 
watch instructional videos. 
We know it’s really rocket- 
fuel for playing the coolest 
games in full-screen video. 

RealMagic Pro / Sigma Designs / 

[800] 845-8086 / $299 list price / 

Reader Service No. 46-7 



No More Peeking 

When working on your 
notebook in a cramped airline 
seat, do you get the feeling 
someone’s looking at your 
display? If you slip 
Glare/Guard’s Guard 
Traveler 2000 (above) over 
the screen, only you can view 
its contents. 

Guard Traveler 2000 / Glare/Guard / 
[800] 545-6254 / $70 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 468 


g Power Trip 

I One power surge when 
S you’re online can wipe out 
\ your hard drive. Check out 
| APC’s ProtectNet PTEL2—a 

" pocket-size surge protector 
» for your phone connection. 

S ProtectNet PTEL2/APC/ 
o [800] 877-4080/ $40 list price/ 

o Reader Service No. 469 

PC COMPUTING 


What’s In and Out 



Inside Information 


Despite living in the 
information age, you can’t 
always find the data you’re 
looking for on the Internet or 
a CD-ROM. Sometimes you 
have to type it, scan it, or draw 
it yourself... Keys to Your 
Heart You use your 
keyboard relendessly, but 
you probably never 
considered upgrading it. 

Why not? A new crop of 
keyboards include built-in 
touch pads that free up 
desktop space. Northgate’s 
OmniKey Evolution ($150 
est. street price; 800-548- 
1993) is a sturdy model that’s 
shaped for ergonomic relief. 
Alps Electric’s GlidePoint 
Keyboard ($150 est. street 
price; 800-825-2577), and 
Cirque’s GlidePoint 
Keyboard ($129 est. street 
price; 800-454-3375) include 
touch pads, but place them to 
the right of the keys rather 
than below the space bar.... 
Scanning Smarts Got a 
stack of business cards from 
potential clients? Seiko’s 
Smart Business Card Reader 
(below) offers capable text 
recognition. It comes with 



number of PIMs 
($199 list price; 
800-688-0817)... 

Wacom to My 
World For a moi 
accurate input- 
control device, try 
Wacom’s ArtZ II, a cordless, 
batteryless, and erasable pen 
and tablet. It combines a new 
tilt-sensitive pen with a series 
of tablets from 6 by 8 inches 
to 18 by 25 inches. Starting at 
just $325 est. street price, the 
ArtZ II is an artist’s dream 
(800-922-6613). CalComp’s 
DrawingSlate II also offers 
an erasable pen and tablet, 
but rather than turn the pen 
around to erase, you click on 
a button. Tablets range in 
size from 4 by 5 inches to 12 



Finger Pointing: The Touche Touch 
Pad points and clicks via your fingertips. 


by 18 inches (starting at 
$150 est. street price; 800- 
932-1212).... Please 
Touch Let your fingers do 
the walking and control your 
cursor with Touche’s 
Touche Touch Pad stand¬ 
alone device (above). It’ll save 
you some desktop space 
($59 est. street price; 800- 
223-6433).... JL and JOC 

Reader Service Numbers: OmniKey 
Evolution, 470; GlidePoint Keyboard, 
471; GlidePoint Keyboard, 472; Smart 
Business Card Reader, 473; ArtZ II, 
474; DrawingSlate ll,47x;Touchd 
Touch Pad, 476 


THE MOBILE ASSISTANT 


What you tell your 

“When I wear this 
voice-activated 
computer, my hands 
are free for answering tf 
phone and taking notes. 

What you tell your friends: 

“Sure, I look like a geek, but now I can 
play Doom while driving home from work.’ 

The Mobile Assistant / Computer Products & Services / 
(703] 631-6925 / starting at $10,000 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 477 











For thousands 
is making the 






like you, this software ^ 
American Dream come true?* 


& 


Award-winning Ca$hGraf Business Plus' is the first easy, 
all-in-one solution for running a business profitably. 


M ake no mistake: the American 
Dream is alive and well. Just ask 
any of the tens of thousands of people 
already running successful businesses 
the CashGraf way! 

CashGraf Business Plus is the first 
and only all-in-one business software 
package. A powerful, yet easy-to-use, 
tool for managing every aspect of your 
business, faster and easier than you 
ever thought possible. 

Forget doing things by hand, or 
struggling with multiple software pack¬ 
ages. With CashGraf, you spend 
your time making money! 

For any kind of business. 

CashGraf can be used by com¬ 
panies that sell either products or 
services, wholesale or retail. It’s 
hard at work for multilevel and 
mail-order businesses, retail stores 
and home-based businesses, sales¬ 
people, consultants and entre¬ 
preneurs of every description. 


What the experts are saying 
about Ca$hGraf software: 

“The one program small-to-medium- 
size companies can use for all their 
needs. ” 

PC Magazine 

“A checkbook system that’s better 
than Quicken]" contact management that 
outperforms ACT,™ and a word processor 
as good as any we’ve seen. If you’re not 
using CashGraf, you’re not really using 
your computer. ” 

Hi-Tech Consulting 


Graphical Report/Chart Generator 


Word Processing with Mai! Mage 


Seamless integration of applications,, 


Everything you need in one box. 

We include a free overview video 
that gets you up and running 
fast. You’ll enjoy easy-to- 
understand full business j 
accounting with check¬ 
writing, invoicing and inven¬ 
tory. Word processing. Budgets 
and projections. Charts and reports. 
Contact management. Group mailings. 
Card filing, day planning and more. 

Boost your bottom line. 

CashGraf will even show you 
where your profits are coming 
from, and where you’re wasting 
money. So you’ll not only be more 
productive, you’ll actually 
be more profitable. 


Toll-Free Technical Support (ava 


$499.99* $119.99* $!M.99* 



If you’re running 
a business any 
other way, the 
time to switch is 
now. Take advan¬ 
tage of our risk-free 
special offer and call today! 



software© 


“The powerful planning, graphing and 
reporting features could sell the program 
by themselves. Combined with a contact 
manager, task scheduler, calendar and 
word processor, they put CashGraf in a 
class by itself. ” 

Accounting Technology 

“A thoroughly practical and well- 
designed software package. It’s about as 
idiot proof as software can get. Wish there 
were more like it on the market. ” 

Computer Buyer’s Guide and Handbook 


1ri| r S EUEK-TEK miCTO CEnCE=» 


Try Ca$hGraf FREE! 

Let us send you CashGraf Business 
Plus free. You pay only the shipping & 
handling. If you don’t love CashGraf, just 
send it back within 60 days and owe 
nothing. Or keep it at a special limited¬ 
time price of only $199.95. Call now and 
get CashGraf Personal Inventory Plus 
as a FREE BONUS! 

1 - 800 - 872-4898 

WWW.CASHGRAF.COM 


m the award-winning family of CashGraf products. 


Q 

w 


A 


CashGraf 


36 CashGraf Software. 


^Ae official baftuta/ie of the Amesuocun ^tyiacun! 































Usability Test 


No More CD Juggling 


A year ago you had to shell out serious bucks for a CD-ROM 
jukebox—around $1,000. There were only a few models to 
choose from, and those were strapped with lowly double¬ 
speed performance. Times have changed. CD-ROM jukeboxes are 
booming and prices have been slashed, some to under $300. 


PC Computing examined 
jukeboxes from four major 
vendors—NEC 
Technologies, Pioneer New 
Media Technologies, Smart 
and Friendly, and Turtle 
Beach. The jukeboxes hold 
from four to seven discs 
simultaneously. NEC’s 
offering surprised us by 
skipping the caddie/tray 
design and adding an easy-to- 
use input device that mimics 



Quadruple Quickness: 

The MultiSpin 4x4 loads 
discs without a caddie. 


MultiSpin 4x4 / NEC Technologies / 
(BOO) 632-4636 / $279 est street price / 
Reader Service No. 478 

what you find in car stereos. 
The other jukeboxes came 
with trays or magazines. All 
offer some external controls, 
but none of them let you 
change a CD while playing or 
using another disc. 

So which type is for you? 
Your decision might depend 
on whether you want an 
internal or external model— 
Enhanced IDE (EIDE) or 


SCSI, respectively. All the 
jukeboxes tested had quad- 
speed drives, and we found 
performance to be about the 
same for each. Once the 
jukeboxes were up and 
running, they all performed 
well. However, our testers 
found setting up the 
jukeboxes a time-consuming 
chore, which many did not 
complete: The jukebox’s 
software drivers aren’t Plug 
and Play compatible. 

Latest Spin NEC 

Technologies literally 
changed the face of jukeboxes 
with its MultiSpin 4x4 CD- 
ROM Changer. Instead of 
offering a standard magazine 
or tray loading-mechanism, 
NEC developed a more 
familiar way to insert CDs 
into a drive—a tray without a 
caddie (much like the kind 
found in many car stereos). 

To load a disc, you just 
push one of the four 
numbered buttons on the 
front of the drive to select the 
internal slot you want. If the 
slot you choose already has a 
CD in it, the MultiSpin 
automatically ejects it. 

When you select a disc, 
either through software or by 
pressing the corresponding 
button on the front of the 
drive, the CD is moved into 
position against the drive’s 


read head. The MultiSpin’s 
control panel has a 
headphone jack with a 
volume control, but the 
MultiSpin lacks audio CD 
controls. You’ll need to use a 
software-based control panel 
if you want to listen to music. 

The MultiSpin isn’t Plug 
and Play compatible, but it is 
the easiest of the bunch to 
install and set up. Its manual 
gives simple step-by-step 
instructions, which our 
testers had no problem 
following. The drive uses an 
EIDE interface, but an 
adapter board is included for 
IDE-based systems. 

Jukebox Pioneer 

Pioneer’s DRM-624X is a 
good choice if you think 
you’ll need to use more than 
four CD-ROMs at a time. It 
can hold up to six discs at 
once, and distinguishes itself 
by holding them in a 
removable magazine. If 
you’re a big fan of 
productivity, you can buy 
several magazines (about 
$25 each), and categorize 
your CD collection in them. 
The downside to a magazine 
is that whenever you want 
to add or remove a CD, 
you have to remove the 
entire magazine. 

The DRM-624X offers 
slightly faster data 


Pioneering Efforts: The 

DRM-624X has a removable 
magazine for loading discs. 

DRM-624X / Pioneer / 

(800) 444-6784 / $349 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 479 

throughput than the other 
drives with a 4.4-revolving 
speed. And it comes with 
everything you need, 
including a SCSI card and 
cable, something both Smart 
and Friendly’s CDJ 7004 and 
Turtle Beach’s TBS-7400 
SCSI drives don’t have. A 
copy of PhoneDisc’s 
PowerFinder is also included. 

Installation posed some 
hassles for our testers, and 
the DRM-624X’s manual 
wasn’t much help. In the 
model tested, we found 
some compatibility 
problems with the Windows 
95 Plug and Play drivers and 


Barely Smart: The CDJ 

7004 holds seven CDs, but 
has only the essentials. 

CDJ 7004/Smart and Friendly/ 

(800) 959-7001 / $349 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 480 
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.STUNNIlUe finest game 
I've ever played." 

- Multimedia World 


beyond the original.. 

- Entertainment Weekly 


Rebel Assault II: The Hidden Empire™ is a lotallii fresh, complelelij original chapter in the star ms universe. With movie-qualilg live action video-incorporating props, 
sets and costumes from the star ms trilogy. Enhanced 3-D graphics. Plus an all-neui storyline. It s more than a sequel. It's the neiu standard in interactive space combat. 
Available on PC CD-ROM [DOS. Mindouis 95™ and Macintosh]. Chech out Rebel Assault II at Lucasflrts uieb site: http://uiumi.lucasarts.com 

mill Assault II: im Hidden Empire" aid © 1JHS Lncaspldi Lid. Ill Rights Itsened. Used Under MMzitlon. Star Wars Is a registered trademarh if Lucasplm Lid. He LucisRrts logo Is a registered Irademarh of Lucaslrts Entertainment [unpeg. 



Go With The Scanner From The Scanner Experts. 


How To Choose the Best Scanner 
& The Best Scanner Maker. 

In the market for a scanner? There’s a lot of low- 
priced scanners available these days. But if you 
want a reliable desktop scanner, made by a 
company with the longest history of making 
desktop scanners and with a reputation for 
superb image quality year after year —then 
make your scanner a Microtek! 


The ScanMaker E3 also includes OCR and 
image-editing software for Windows or 
Macintosh. 

Also Introducing A 30-bit High Resolution, 
Single-Pass Color Flatbed For Only $599! 

Need higher resolution? Ask for Microtek’s 
ScanMaker® E6 which starts at just $599! 
With its 30-bit depth and 4800 dpi maximum 
resolution the ScanMaker E6 renders images 


with increased detail in highlight and shadow 
areas. The ScanMaker E6 includes ScanWizard, 
OCR and image-editing software for Windows 
or Macintosh. And both the ScanMaker E3 and 
E6 work with Windows 95. 

For Home. For Office. High Quality Scanners 
For A Whole Lot Less. 

So, whether you need a scanner for the home, 
for the office, for your kids or for your company 
ask for Microtek, the company that virtually 
invented desktop scanning. 

For the location of your nearest authorized 
Microtek reseller or for more information, call 
1-800-654-4160 or use our convenient Auto 
Tech fax-back line at (310) 297-5101. Or check 
out our Web site at http://www.mteklab.com 


MICROTEK 

Better Images Through Innovation. 


Introducing A Single-Pass Color Flatbed 
Scanner For Only $399! 

Starting at just $399, the new ScanMaker ® E3 
captures images at resolutions up to 2400 dpi r 
extremely life-like color. The ScanMaker E3 _, 
includes Microtek’s easy-to-use, award-winning | 
ScanWizard ™ scanning software for Windows 
or Macintosh. ScanWizard | 
actually lets you enhance, 
add special effects or make 
changes to images you want 
to scan —even before you scan 
them! 



Mac WEEK (August 7,1995) 
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Usability Test 



add-ons. 



Seven and Some: The 

TBS-7400 comes with 


extras, like shareware CDs. 

TBS-7400 / Turtle Beach Systems / 
[800] 884-0190 / $369 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 481 

the DRM-624X’s real-mode 
drivers. But once set up, the 
DRM-624X worked 
flawlessly, automatically 
assigning drive letters to 
each CD. There’s also a 
headphone jack with volume 
control on the front of the 
unit. While the DRM-624X 
is a solid drive, expect 


to call tech support 
for initial installation 
and setup. 

Seven Times the Smarts 

For the ultimate in jukebox 
capacity, Smart and 
Friendly’s CDJ 7004 and 
Turtle Beach’s TBS-7400 
offer room for seven CD- 
ROMs, both using an 
internal tray mechanism. The 
CDJ 7004 is the bare-bones 
model of the two. Its $349 
street price is impressive, but 
all you’re getting is the drive. 

No SCSI card, cable, or 
software titles are included— 
just a drive, a power cord, 
and some software drivers. 
Once again, installation 
wasn’t a simple point-and- 
click affair. The CDJ 7004’s 
drivers are for Windows 3.1, 
and posed some installation 


hassles. Interestingly enough, 
when our testers installed the 
CDJ 7004 using Windows 
95, it automatically 
recognized the drive and the 
jukebox worked flawlessly— 
all without our testers having 
to install anything. Chances 
are, however, you’ll have 
to fiddle with the drivers, 
regardless of your 
operating system. 

Once the CDJ 7004 was 
set up, it proved as simple to 
use as the MultiSpin. On the 
front of the CDJ 7004 there’s 
a button for each CD tray— 
to change a disc all you do is 
push a button and the 
requested disc pops out. 

Considering what comes 
with the CDJ 7004, it really 
isn’t the best buy. For the 
same price, the TBS-7400 
offers the same speed, 


Seven Slots and More 

Turtle Beach’s TBS-7400 
delivers a lot more for your 
money. Along with software 
drivers and a flurry of SCSI 
and audio cords, it includes 
headphones and a few 
shareware and Microsoft 
demo CD-ROMs. The TBS- 
7400 also comes with a nifty 
audio utility that gives you 
master control for playing up 
to seven audio CDs. The unit 
itself looks identical to the 
CDJ 7004, with buttons on 
the front for loading and 
unloading, a headphone jack 
with volume control, and 


HOW IT WORKS 


CD-ROM JUKEBOXES 



Read: When you select a 
disc to play, the slots move 
up and down to match the 
correct disc with the 
guiding rails. The rails then 
push the disc toward the 
read head, which is housed 
near the drive’s front slot. 


Load: Inspired by the CD players found in car 
stereos, some CD-ROM jukeboxes use a trayless 
loading device. You click on the button of the slot 
you want filled, place the CD in the slot, and a 
small wheel inside pushes the CD back to 
the housing area. 


Store: Once a disc is loaded, it’s held 
on either end by two guiding rails. All 
loaded discs are stored in 
semicircular slots. Acting like an 
elevator, the slots move up and down 
until the right slot matches up with 
the guiding rails. Then the CD is 
pushed into that slot. 



















If That’s how easy it is to extract and 

jHy* ■■■ compress files in Windows* 95 and j £ A 

*NgJ Windows 3.1—when you’re using new Vertisoft Zip-It.” 

Zip! Zip-It lets you shrink the size of the files up to 98%. It’s 100% 

-a PKZIP" compatible and 100% Internet-ready. 

^ Zap! Creating a ZIP file is effortless. Simply pick the one you want, then drag and drop 
it on Zip-It’s window. 

Just point, click, and zzzoom!—you can instantly view, extract and edit your files, or run a program from a ZIP file. 
Plus: Our exclusive Zip-It Plus feature creates Windows self-extracting files you can easily share with others. 
t So why fumble around with DOS'? 

Kf To find your nearest Zip-It retailer, zip to the phone 


Look for these other essential Vertisoft utilities. 


Shrink the size of I 


‘The Best Choice 


‘■lyiostPowerfui" 


g| The fastest and 
Hf easiest way to 
- ZIP and unZIP 
files in 

AIL Windows! 


ftHBBSP 


Circle 284 on reader service card. 

k of Vertisoft Systems, Inc PKZIP is a trademark of PKWARE, Inc Windows and MS DOS are registered tr. 










Includes Award 
Winning Software 

Each Snappy includes Fauve® 
Matisse SE, the outstanding 
paint, retouching and titling 
program.You also get Gryphon 
Morph" 2.5, the same morphing, 
warping and special effects 
software used on the cover 
of Time Magazine. 


up to 1500 x 1125. It’s 


Brings Stunning Pictures 
From Video Into Your PC 


^ nappy lets you grab sensational stills from any 
^camcorder, VCR orTV right into your PC. It’s easy! 
Fjust plug Snappy into the printer port on the 
back of your desktop or laptop PC running Windows 
95 or 3.1. Then connect any video source to Snappy 
with the included cable.Watch the on-screen moving 
preview and when you see the picture you want, click Snap. 


Snappy is guaranteed to grab the highest quality video stills you’ve ever seen on 
any computer at any price. Play’s engineers developed a sophisticated new chip 
called the HD-1500 that captures 
FREE Demo Disk -s ensational images in 16.8 million 

Call 800.306.PLAY vibrant colors at breathtaking resolutions 


or get the demo right now from perfect for thousands of uses from desktop publishing, 

http://www.play.com ... presentations, databases, and Internet images, all the way to PC 



photo albums, school reports, real estate imaging or just morphing 
your friends into your favorite celebrities grabbed from TV. 


!► p l n v 

2890 Kilgore Road 

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670-6133 

916.851.0800 • FAX 916.851.0801 


Only $199 95 

m Average Selling Price 


Demo also available for direct download (at up to 28.8 bps) from 
Play’s BBS at 916.983.3288. Although Snappy Video Snapshot is an 
odd name, it’s a trademark of Play Incorporated anyway. All other 
trademarks are the property of their respective holders. 

© 1995 Play Incorporated. 
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Usability Test 


What’s In the Jukebox? 



NEC’s 

MultiSpin 4x4 

Pioneer’s 

DRM-624X 

Smart and Friendly’s 
CDJ7004 

Turtle Beach’s 

TBS-7400 

Capacity 

Four discs 

Six discs 

Seven discs 

Seven discs 

Loading Mechanism 

Trayless 

Magazine 

Tray 

Tray 

Format 

EIDE 

SCSI-2 

SCSI-2 

SCSI-2 

Price 

$279 

$349 

$349 

$369 


two audio jacks in the back 
for hooking up the drive 
directly to speakers. 

Installation was a similar 
story. In fact, the SCSI 
drivers for the TBS-7400 are 
all done under DOS and can 
get confusing. But once set 
up, the TBS-7400 worked 
just as simply as the others. 

Wind It Up All four drives 
gave us trouble during 
installation. Unless you’re a 
master of software drivers, 
you’ll probably want to 
budget in a few calls to 
technical support when 
you’re first setting up the 


drives. The MultiSpin 4x4 
was the only one with a 
straightforward routine for 
Windows 95 installation, but 
even it wasn’t foolproof. It is, 
however, the only drive of 
the group that supports 
EIDE and IDE connections. 

All four drives, however, 
are easy to use once they’re 
installed. Our testers picked 
the MultiSpin for overall 
usability. Its slot loading- 
mechanism is the most 
intuitive of the jukeboxes. If 
you’re looking for more 
capacity at a reasonable price, 
Pioneer’s DRM-624X is a 
good choice, especially when 


you consider the included 
SCSI card. Its magazine 
loading was awkward for our 
testers, but it posed no real 
problems. Finally, if you 
want some serious capacity, 
Turtle Beach’s TBS-7400 
stands as your best bet, with 
simple its internal-caddie 
and push-button CD 
changer. Add all that to its 
under-$370 price, and you 
have yourself a deal. 

JOC, DT, and DZ 


Contributors to SOHO: 
James Oliver Cury, Dylan 
Tweney, and Daisy Zhao. 
Edited by JACK LYON. 




Our usability testers 
quickly found out that 
setting up a CD jukebox 
for the first time is a 
major pain. Installing 
hardware components 
dike SCSI cards] was no 
problem. But all of the 
jukeboxes required 
software installation to 
help Windows 95 read 
the jukeboxes' different 
drives, assign a drive 
letter to each, and 
load the CDs in 
subdirectories under 
one drive letter. Since 
the software drivers in 
the jukeboxes weren’t 
Plug and Play 
compatible, each of the 
jukeboxes scored very 
low on software setup. 
Most of our testers 
couldn’t even complete 
setup, and found that 
the software drivers 
often conflicted with 
Windows 95. 

Once the CD-ROM 
drives were installed, 
our testers determined 
how easy it was to insert 
a disc and locate it 
onscreen with Windows 
95's Explorer. Our 
testers also tried to 
replace a particular disc 
in the jukebox with 
another, noting how 
easy it was to see 
which slots were already 
occupied, and how long 
it took to switch from 
one disc to another. In 
addition, our testers 
determined how 
intuitive it was to use 
the external controls 
on each drive. 
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Get PaperEASE at: 


mioto 


Circle 249 on reader service card. 


1 - 800 - 774-6291 


extension 1335 


PRIMAX ELECTRONICS 


The Primax PaperEASE' makes 
fast work of all your daily tasks. 

With PaperEASE, copying, fax¬ 
ing, scanning, e-mailing and 
electronic filing are as simple 
as pushing a button. Simply insert your originals to start 
scanning. Up to 10 at a time. Panels like your copier and fax 
machine pop up for the quantity or fax number. That’s all there 
is to it. PaperEASE does the rest. Want to 
make changes? No problem with the easy- 
to-use Control Panel. Simply drag the 
document onto your favorite word proces¬ 
sor icon and drop. Xerox TextBridge" OCR 
converts text on the fly. You’re ready to 
lilltil i edit right now. Want to create file catalogs 
with thumbnail previews? Or send e-mail? 
PaperEASE does it as fast as you can say it. Drag. Drop. You’re 
done. Setup is just as easy. Install 
the SoftFile" software in Windows. 

Connect to your parallel port. And 
go to work. So before you buy a 
document scanner, first compare 
PaperEASE. You won’t find anything 
nearly as easy to use at anywhere near the price. What you do 
|lijB Start] with the rest of your day is up to you. 
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The ProClass™ 288 PC Card modem features transmission speeds up to 230,400 bps, and 
EZ-Fbrt™ (the convenient pop-out telephone connector). It uses 90% less battery power than 
other modems, is easily upgradeable, and has calling card and distinctive ring detection. 
The ProClass PC Card is backed by 7 day technical support . 

and a five year limited warranty. What a value! For more information, call us at 

800-934-2937, ext. 200 or use PRACTIFAX at 800-2254774 and select document 3055. ^PERIPHERALS® 


ProClass PC288LCD V.34 Exceptional performance and 
unique vertical design. Large LCD text display provides 
50+ status messages. Easy to use menu buttons. 230K 
bps throughput. Windows data and fax communications 
software. Lifetime limited warranty 



PM288MTII V.34 Feature-rich, high performance modem 
that meets the needs of high volume datacom users on 
a tight budget. Transmit data at 28.8 bps. Fax at 14.4 bps. 
Eight LEDs for real-time connection information. V34 
compatible. Lifetime limited warranty Extremely low price. 


© 1996 Practical Peripherals. Phone: 770-840-9966. Fax: 770-7344601. BBS: 770-7344600. E-mail: support@practinet.cor 
Practical, the Practical Peripherals logo, ProClass, and EZ-Fort are trademarks of Practical Peripherals. ‘Estimated stre< 
trademark of BMW of North America.Yugo is a trademark of Yugo America. 

Circle 253 on reader service card. 











1-Way Patrol 



Get Me Rewrite! Grab instant information and news 
updates from the Web to supplement your morning paper. 


A Better Browser? 

Internet Explorer 2.0, 
Microsoft's answer to 
Netscape’s market¬ 
leading Navigator, is 
downloadable free of 
charge. The catch? It 
comes only in Windows 
and Macintosh flavors. 

Internet Explorer 2.0 / Microsoft 
Corp. / Free / (800) 426-9400 

(http://www.microsoft.com) / 
Reader Service No. 463 

Whacking the Web 

ForeFront’s WebWhacker 
1.0 lets you grab [or 
“whack") Web pages, and 
quickly and easily save 
them to your desktop. 

WebWhacker 1.0 / ForeFront 
Group / $49 est. street / 
(800)867-1101 (http://www.ffg 
.com) / Reader Service No. 464 

Home Improvement 

What? No graphics on 
your home page? Quelle 
dommage! Buy a copy of 
Artbeat’sWebTools,a 
comprehensive library of 
more than 1,400 buttons, 
bars, and icons, as well as 
graphics and sound files. 
Give your site some spice. 

WebTools / Artbeats Software / 

$89 est. street price / 

(800) 444-9392 / 

Reader Service No. 464 


CURRENT EVENTS 

Hot Off 
The Web 

While they won’t replace the 
five o’clock news or your 
morning paper any time soon, 
dozens of news sites on the 
Web are challenging traditional 
news outlets. All the major 
television networks, news¬ 
papers, and newsmagazines are 
reworking content and/or cre¬ 
ating entirely new material for 
their online efforts. 

CNN Interactive is a great 
place to start (see “One-Minute 
Guide” below), with news- 
related stories, photographs, 
sound, and video clips from 
around the world. You’ll also 
want to scan the Wall Street 
Journal on the Web, which 
contains timely tidbits of infor¬ 
mation that didn’t make the 
ink-and-paper version. 

Some of the best sites pro¬ 
vide unrivaled news and infor¬ 
mation about the online and 
computer-technology indus¬ 
tries. For starters, be sure to 
bookmark PC Computing’s 
Web site and the ZDNet site, 


where you’ll find continually 
updated news and information. 

The New York Times pub¬ 
lishes a free 8-page summary of 
its daily newsstand edition, 
called New York Times Fax. 
You can download it from its 
Web site as an Adobe Acrobat 
file, or have it sent directly to 
your fax machine. Most other 
major newspapers, including 
the Washington Post, San 
Francisco Chronicle and 
Examiner, San Jose Mercury 


News, Boston Globe, and Los 
Angeles Times, maintain Web 
sites brimming with in-depth 
news and information; many 
of their daily newsstand edi¬ 
tions include pointers to 
material on their Web sites. 

Don’t fire your paper deliv¬ 
erer or cancel cable TV just yet. 
But surf to some news sites and 
you’ll see that adding the Web 
to your news diet will keep you 
better informed and ahead of 
your competitors. 


Extra! Extra! Online News Sites 


ONE-MINUTE GUIDE 


Nothing beats a leisurely cup of coffee 
and the Sunday newspaper. But if you 
want updated news and information that 
newsprint and television simply can’t 
match, check out some of the top 
news-related sites online. 

cnn interactive Ted Turner’s Cable 
News Network Interactive is a colorful, 
news-packed site with up-to-the-moment 
world, national, and state information 
(http://www.cnn.com). 


cnnfn CNN Financial Network is 
brimming with business news and market 
updates (http://www.cnnfn.com/index.html). 

WALL STREET JOURNAL ON THE WEB 

Check the Wall Street Journal's interactive 
edition for late-breaking business news 
(http://www.wsj.com). 

zdnet Bookmark ZDNet, which has links 
to more than a dozen Ziff-Davis news and 
information sites (http://www.zdnet.com). 


NEW YORK TIMES The Gray Lady is just 
as gray online. Still, New York Times Fax 
gives you all the news that’s fit to browse 
in a handy 8-page summary via fax or 
Adobe’s Acrobat (http://nytimesfax.com). 

SAN JOSE MERCURY news Mercury 
Center, the Mercury News's online news 
site, leads the league in in-depth, 
Web-based news and information, with 
an unrivaled Silicon Valley perspective 
(http://www.sjmercury.com). 
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Insites 


BEEN THERE, DONE THAT Track thousands 
of annoying movie cliches, logic flaws, 
and stereotypes at this site. 
http://www.well.com/user/vertigo/ 
cliches.html 



THREE-DIMENSIONAL CHAT OnLive 
Technologies’ site serves up 3-D audio chat. 
http://www.onlive.com 

IT’S YOUR WORLD David Rothman explores 
what people are really doing on the 1-Way in 
NetWorldi from Prima Publishing. 

http://www.webcorn.com/~prima/ 

networld.html 



IN THE ZONE Check out Viacom New 
Media's Game Zone and play a Java 
version of Zoop—it's like Tetris, only better. 
http://www.zoop.com/ 

HIGH-SPEED SURFING Upgrade your 
1-Way access to ISDN speeds for only 
$14.95 a month through InterNex. 

http://www.internex.com 

WANTED, DEAD OR ALIVE The U.S. Customs 
Service's 10 Most Wanted Fugitives site lets 
you scan the worst of the worst in HTML. 
http://www.gate.net/~customs/custwant.htm 


SAIL THE NILE! All angles are equal at 
Egypt Interactive, your one-stop site for 
comprehensive Egyptian information. 
http://www.channell.com/users/mansoor/ 


Free Stuff is written by Dylan 
Tweney. Downloads? E-mail 
Dylan_Tweney@zd.com. I-Way 
Patrol is written and edited by 
Rich Schwerin. I-Way report 
to share ? Send e-mail to 
Rich Schwerin@zd. com. 


ll 

Free Stuff! 

Dylan Tweney: Free and Easy Downloads 


Read Mac Disks on Your PC 

Can’t we all just get along? With TransMac, your PC can finally read Macintosh floppy disks. 
File: TMACl4.ZIP Size/Time*: 94K/3 minutes 


Shortcuts to Your Favorite Applications... 

With Traylcon for Windows 95, your favorite applications are just a mouse-click away. 

File: TRAYICON.ZIP Size/Time*: 57K/1 minute 


... and Folders 

WinGo Folder Alias lets you open your most frequently used folders from a menu. Niffy! 

File: WNGOFS.ZIP Size/Time*: 56K/1 minute 

irk** 

Easy UUEncoding for Windows 

Windows UUCoder converts binary files to UUEncoded text files for easy e-mailing. 

File: UCODE.ZIP Size/Time*: 30K/30 seconds 

***k 

Bookmark Manager 

Netscape’s Navigator bookmarks can be a real headache. Simplify things with Sextant. 

File: SEXTNT10.ZIP Size/Time*: 283K/7 minutes 

**** 

Blast from the Past 

From the time when Atari was king comes Super Pong 95. Variations include Classic and 4-Way. 
File: P0NG95.ZIP Size/Time*: 665K/17 minutes 

**** 

Web Address Book 

Tired of obscure, difficult-to-type URLs? Get FURL (Find URL), a URL database utility. 

File: FURL11 .ZIP Size/Time*: 274K/7 minutes 

**** 

Keep Your Eye on the Net fzfvfa 

Want to see what’s new? NetBuddy automatically notifies you when your favorite Web pages are updated. 

File: NETBUD.ZIP Size/Time*: 230K/6 minutes 


View Files Fast 

FmView 1.2 gives you an instant preview of any file in File Manager (Windows 3.1 < 
File: FMVIEW.ZIP Size/Time*: 389K/10 minutes 


Package Deals: Why Stop at One? 




UNPACK ANYTHING 

Have you ever 
downloaded a file only 
to find it was compressed 
in some arcane format 
WinZip can’t handle! 

Try WinPack32—it handles 
most archive formats. 

File: WPACK32D 
Size/Time*: 53: 

izi&rk 


DEAL ’EM 

Why settle for Microsoft’s 
lame Hearts game l Get 
Real Deal, a shareware 
card-game package, and 
you can play Euchre, 
Spades, Pinochle, 
Cribbage, and more. 

File: RDEAL.ZIP 
Size/Time*: 89! 


POINT THE WAY 

This huge collection of 
animated cursors will keep 
you amused for hours. 
Almost minimovies, these 
animated cursors will add 
pizzazz to your desktop or 
presentations. 

File: ANICUR.ZIP 
Size/Time*: 285K/7 minutes 

ikfrtrk 


Ratings: 'irkMrk Cannes, ixkirk An Alfred Hitchcock retrospective, i&rk Passes to 
Tarantino's new flick, i^dk Colorized classics , edited for TV. Reruns of daytime soaps. 

ALL FILES ARE AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLO 


♦ONE-STOP SHOPPING: 
PCCOMPUTING.COM At 
PCCOMPUTING). FILE S 


ES QUOTED ARE THE B\ 
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Maybe your computer should be 
upgraded before you buy it. 


Better multimedia 

Aptiva™ gives you Total Image Video? TheatreSound™ and dual processors for 
a breathtaking combination of sights and sounds with full-screen video. 


Leading service 

With Online Housecall,' IBM technicians are on 
call 24 hours a day and can access your Aptiva 
remotely if you have a question or a problem. 


More power 

Now more powerful than ever with a 150 or 166MHz Pentium* 
processor 2 (60 and 66MHz external speed), a media processor 
and 1GB or 1.6GB hard drive. 


More software 3 

Including Windows* 95, The Adventures of 
Hyperman'," Silent Steel? Magic Theatre? 
and Sports Illustrated For Kids? 


More smarts 

Aptiva's Wake-up On Ring feature powers 
the machine up when a call comes in. 
Rapid Resume™ lets you shut down mid¬ 
program, then pick up where you left off. 


Cooler interface 


Better communications 

Aptiva technology includes 
multiuser voicemail, fax and 
a full duplex speakerphone. 


Faster connections 

A built-in 28.8Kbps modem means 
faster connections and less waiting 
as you explore the online world. 


VoiceType™ Control lets your Aptiva 
understand spoken commands. 

... E asier to buy 

; Call IBM at 800-426-7235 ( s SS4246) to 
: find the name of your local retailer or to 
: order Aptiva right over the phone. Also, 

| for more information visit us on the Web 
: at www.pc.ibm.com/aptiva/ 



operating systems for 60 days from initial serv 
Image Video, TheatreSound. Rapid Resume. 
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kigi BY JACK LYON 

Bookmarks of the Rich and Famous 


Thank you, thank you very much. This month, we re servin’ 
up some rockin good news—our spies jumped the gates of 
Graceland, phoned the Psychic Friends Network, and went on 
stakeout with the Drug Enforcement Administration, just to get the 
hunka burnin’ hotlist of the King—Elvis Presley. He may have left 
the building, but we have his bookmarks. See what Elvis has been 
up to lately, here and online (http://www. pccomputing.com). 

Return to Sender Love Me, Tender Blue Suede Shoes 

i Elvis Presley Stamps Make Money Fast Imelda Marcos 

http://www.kiosk.net/elvis/ http://www.basenet.net/- Music Academy 

Nothin’hut a Hound Dog ebernahe/makefast.html 

The American ^ v ' s ^ ves - 

Kennel Club Internet Anagram 

http://www.webpress.net/akc/ Server 

Long Live the King http://www.wordsmith.org/ 

“ . . awad-cgibin/anagram 


Viva Las Vegas! 

The Gambler’s Dei 

http://gramercy.ios.com/- 

djdobbs/index.html 

Your Cheatin’ Heart 

Congenital Heart 
Disease Resource 


http://www.csun.edu/- 

hfmth006/sheri/heart.html 

Too Much Southern Cookin’ 

Elvis Is Everywhere 
http://www.mindspring.com/- 
lartigue/Elvis_is_Everywhere.htm I 

Heartbreak Hotel 

The Betty Ford 
Clinic 

http://server.berkeley.edu/soaps/ 
gl/glbfcfaq.html 
Don’t Be Cruel 
Lisa Marie Presley^ ^ 
Files for DivcyA » 
—JiB * 
jackojiiey/index.htli^X * 

I Can't Help Falling in Love 
I With You 


Priscilla's Memoirs 

The King and I 

http://www.msstate.edu/Wtitlf 

-exact?title=The+King+and+l 

Hunka Hunka Burnin’ Love 


Bananas, Peanut Butter, and 
Jumpsuits 

The Inventory of 
the Estate of 
Elvis A. Presley 
. http://www.aksi.net/rjay/ 

Preach on, Brother 

The First 

» Presleyterian Church 
% of Elvis the Divine 
http://pages.prodigy.com/NJ/ 
zvqj45a/zvqj45a.html 

Ninjas with Sideburns 

Elvis and the 
Martial Arts 
http://www.ultranet.com/- 
eclipse/ma/elvis.html 

What a Star! 

Elvis’s Astrological 
& Pschological 
Magazine 
http://oeonline.com/- 
liteintl/mag.html 
Home Page 

City of Memphis 
http://www.ci.memphis.tn.us/ 

Cheap Imitations 

Elvis Impersonators 

http://www.fred.net/elvis/ 

eimpersonator.html 

Tapestries Fit for a King 

The Velvet Elvis 
Gallery 

http://wwwl.chron.com/voyager/ 

elvis/gallery/index.html 


Obesity and 
Weight Control 


Alcatraz Island 


http://woodstock.rmro.nps 


http://ttx.com/bookzone/ 

10GC0277.htm! 

Bopper with a Badge 

Drug Enforcement 

Administration 

http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/ 


Forget Colonel Parker 

Kentucky tried 
Chicken 


CYBER*NET/KFC/ 

All Shook Up 

Recent Earthquakes 

http://www.civeng.carleton 

.ca/cgi-bin/quakes 

Elvis Has Lett the Building 

Graceland 

http://www-swiss.ai.mit.edu/ 

summer94/graceland.html 


DELL LATITUDE DELL LATITUDE XPi P120D 

Dependable Notebooks '20MHz PENTIUM’ PROCESSOR 

With Superior Battery Life . 10 . 4 " Dual Scan Color Display 
• 8MB RAM (40MB Max RAM) 


• 2 Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 

• 6.2 Pounds 

■ Optional Dell Latitude DeskDock™ 
Docking Station Available 



1 Year Warranty’ 

Double your RAM to 16MB for 
only $399 more. 

Add a 28.8 X-Jack Modem for 
only $259 more. 

lusiness Lease: $107/Mo. 

'rder Code #800036 


256KB L2 Cache 

540MB Removable Hard Drive 
(1.2GB Max) 

Smart Lithium Ion Battery with 
Advanced Power Management 

32-bit Local-bus Video, 

1MB Video RAM 


TO ORDER, CALL 


800 - 234-7759 




Recently, Stephen Taylor of North Carolina 
accidentally backed his car over his Dell Latitude 
XPi notebook. Don’t ask. These things happen. 

But as amazing 
as it may seem, 
his Dell Latitude 
notebook booted 
up immediately 


^7 Microsoft 
PfcnWWT Windows‘95 


and sustained only minor damage. Which all 
leads to the moral of this incredible story: if 
you really want a notebook that can stand 
up to the daily rigors of the real world, get a 
Dell Latitude. 

Because not only are Dell Latitude notebooks 
powerful and affordable. They also seem to be 
virtually indestructible. 


Our Pentium Chip-based 
Latitude XPi 

$2899 


MIL 


In Canada? call 800-839-0148 
Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun12pm-5pmCT • http://www.us.dell.com/ 
| Keycode #02099] 










INDOWS 95. 

ELL DOES IT BEST. 




DELL LATITUDE XPi P75D 

75MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• 10.4" Dual Scan Color Display 

• 8MB RAM (40MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• 540MB Removable Hard Drive 
(1.2GB Max) 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery with 
Advanced Power Management 

• 32-bit Local-bus Video, 1 MB Video RAM 

• 2 Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 

• 6.2 Pounds 

• 1 Year Warranty' 

★ Add an external Sony multimedia 
kit with detachable speaker and 
, CD-ROM for only $499 more. 

$2199 

Business Lease: $81/Mo. 

Order Code #800044 


DELL LATITUDE XPi P120D 

120MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• 10.4" Dual Scan Color Display 

• 8MB RAM (40MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• 540MB Removable Hard Drive 
(1.2GB Max) 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery with 
Advanced Power Management 

• 32-bit Local-bus Video, 1 MB Video RAM 

• 2 Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 

• 6.2 Pounds 

• 1 Year Warranty 

► Ask about our P120STsystem with 
SVGA Active Matrix Color Display. 

$2899 

Business Lease: $107/Mo. 

Order Code #800036 



DELL LATITUDE LX 4100T 

100MHz INTELDX4™ PROCESSOR 

• 10.4" Active Matrix Color Display 

• 8MB RAM (24MB Max RAM) 

• 128KB L2 Cache 

• 420MB Upgradeable Hard Drive 
(810MB Max) 

• $99 More for 2nd NiMH Battery 
(Slides into floppy drive to 
achieve extended battery life) 

• 32-bit Local-bus Video, 1MB Video RAM 

• 2 Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 

• 6.2 Pounds 

• 1 Year Warranty 

★ Upgrade to 12MB of RAM for 
, only $99 more. 

$1999 

Business Lease: $74/Mo. 

Order Code #800033 


DELL LATITUDE LX 4100T 

100MHz INTELDX4 PROCESSOR 

• 10.4" Active Matrix Color Display 

• 16MB RAM (24MB Max RAM) 

• 128KB L2 Cache 

• 810MB Hard Drive 

• $99 More for 2nd NiMH Battery 
(Slides into floppy drive to 
achieve extended battery life) 

• 32-bit Local-bus Video, 1 MB Video RAM 

• 2Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 

• 6.2 Pounds 

• 1 Year Warranty 

• Add a 28.8 X-Jack modem for 
r only $259 more. 

$2599 

Business Lease: $96/Mo. 

Order Code #800042 




If you're impressed by Windows 95, you 
should see it running on the Dell Dimension XPS 
P133c and the Dell Dimension PlOOt. These Dell® 
systems were just judged the best for running 
Windows 95 by PC Magazine. 

The experts reviewed 83 different desktops- 
both high-end (120 and 133MHz) and mid-range 
(90 and 100MHz)-and the Dell systems swept 
both categories. In fact, they praised the Dell 
desktops, calling them "shining examples of 
what this award is all about!' 

The way these systems run Windows 95 is 
impressive. But the way these systems are 
priced is even more so. 

To order, give us a call today. 

DIRECT NEWS ON THE INTERNET 
For free updates on Dell's product offerings, pricing 
and other news electronically, send an email message 
to "DirectNews-request@dell.com." 

Please use the word "subscribe" as the body of 


D6U 


TO ORDER, CALL 


800 - 241-5853 

In Canada? call 800-839-0148 
Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun 12pm-5pmCT • http://www.us.dell.com/ 

| Keycode #02100] 



























OTHER PCs CAN RUN V 
BUT PC MAGAZINE SAYS Dl 


DELL DIMENSION XPS Pro200 

DELL DIMENSION XPS P166c 

DELL DIMENSION XPS P166c 

200MHz PENTIUM® PRO PROCESSOR 

166MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

166MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• Mini Tower Model 

• Mini Tower or Desktop Model 

• Mini Tower or Desktop Model 

• 32MB ramRIGHT™ Memory 

• 16MB EDO Memory (128MB Max RAM) 

• 16MB EDO Memory (128MB Max RAM) 

(128MB Max RAM) 

• 512KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 256KB Internal L2 Cache 

• 2GB Hard Drive [10.5ms] 

• 1GB Hard Drive [10ms] (2GB Max) 

• 2.1GB Hard Drive [10ms, Mode 4] 

• 17LS Monitor (15.7* v.i.s.) 

• 15LS Monitor (13.7" v.i.s.) 

• 17LS Monitor [15.7 - v.i.s.) 

• 9FX Motion Graphics Accelerator with 

• 64-bit PCI 2MB DRAM Video 

• Imagine 128-bit Graphics Accelerator 

2MB VRAM (128-bit 4MB VRAM Max) 

(128-bit 4MB VRAM Max) 

with 4MB VRAM 

• 6X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• 6X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• 6X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS Office Professional with 

• MS Office Professional with 

• MS Office Professional with 

Bookshelf for Windows 95 

Bookshelf for Windows 95 

Bookshelf for Windows 95 (N.F.I.) 

• AWE32 Wave Table Sound Card 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 

• AWE32 Wave Table Sound Card 

• Altec Lansing ACS-31 Speakers 

Free Support 

• Altec Lansing ACS-31 Speakers 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 

kAdd a 1.6GB/3.2GB Travan EIDE tape 

• 28.8 Fax/Modem 

Free Support 

backup for only $249 more. 

• Microsoft Windows NT'“with 

★ Upgrade to the Imagine 128-bit 

k Upgrade to the 15TX Trinitron Monitor 

1 Year Windows NT Support 

Graphic Accelerator with 4MB VBAM 
for only $330 more. 

for only $60 more. 

$5199 

$3499 

$2599 

Business Leased $187/Mo. 

Business Lease: $129/Mo. 

Business Lease: $96/Mo. 

Order Code #500210 

Order Code #500212 

Order Code #500213 

DELL DIMENSION XPS P133c 

DELL DIMENSION PlOOt 

DELL DIMENSION PlOOt 

133MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

100MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

100MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• Mini Tower or Desktop Model 

• Desktop Model 

• Desktop Model 

• 16MB EDO Memory (128MB Max RAM) 

• 16MB EDO Memory (128MB Max RAM) 

• 8MB EDO Memory (128MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 256KB Cache 

• 256KB Cache 

• 1.6GB Hard Drive [10ms] (2GB Max) 

• 1.6GB Hard Drive [10ms] 

• 1GB Hard Drive [10ms] (1.6GB Max) 

• 15TX Trinitron Monitor (13.7" v.i.s.) 

• 15TX Trinitron Monitor (13.7" v.i.s.) 

• 15LS Monitor (13.7" v.i.s.) 

• 64-bit PCI 2MB DRAM Video 

• 64-bit PCI 2MB DRAM Video 

•64-bit PCI 1MB DRAM Video 

(128-bit 4MB VRAM Max) 

• 4X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

(2MB DRAM Max) 

• 6X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS Office Professional with 

• 4X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS Office Professional with 

Bookshelf for Windows 95 

• Sound Blaster 16 Sound Card 

Bookshelf for Windows 95 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 

• Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 

Free Support 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 

Free Support 

kAdd the HP DeskJet 855C 

Free Support 

★ Add a 28.8 Fax/Modem 
for only $149 more. 

Pictured System 

for only $499 more. 

kAdd a 3Com EtherLink III Network 

Interface Card for only $79 more. 

l! .t.T 
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$2349 

$2179 1 

$1729 m 

Business Lease: $87/Mo. EDITORS 

Business Lease: $81 /Mo. EHlUnr 

Business Lease: $64/Mo. EDmttST 

Order Code #500215 {CHOICE. 

Order Code #50021 6 CHOICE- 

Order Code #500217 CHOICE!. 


★SYSTEMS FEATURED ARE JUST A SAMPLING OF THE THOUSANDS OF POPULAR CONFIGURATIONS AVAILABLE. 

ion of PC Week and the PC Magazine. January 23.1996 article reprinted with the permission of PC Magazine. ©1996 Ziff-Davis Publishing 
Dr a complete copy of our Guarantees or Limited Warranties, please write Dell USA LP., 2214 W. Braker Lane. Building 3. Austin, TX 78758. ^Business leasing 

red trademarks and lntelDX4 is a 


• Mini Tower or Desktop Mode 

• 16MB EDO Memory (128MBI 

• 512KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 2GB Hard Drive (10.5ms] 

• 17LS Monitor (15.7 - v.i.s.) 

• 9FX Motion Graphics Acceled 
2MB VRAM (128-bit 4MB VRAl| 

• 6X Multi-session EIDE CD- 

• MS Office Professional witlj 
Bookshelf for Windows 95 

• Sound Blaster 16 Sound Card] 

• Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speaker 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 D 
Free Support 

• Upgrade to 32MB of EDO Ms] 
for only $600 more. 

$2999 


• Desktop Model 

• 8MB EDO Memory (128MB Max' 

• 256KB Cache 

• 850MB Hard Drive [12ms] (l.fj 

• 14XE Monitor (13.19“ v.i.s.) 
•64-bit PCI 1MB DRAM Video 

(2MB DRAM Max) 

• 4X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROI, 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 D{ 
Free Support 

kAdd the HP LaserJet 5L for 
only $479 more. 

• Upgrade to 16MB of EDO Me, 
for only $270 more. 


$1499 


.. Micros. 

Pentium v» 























DELL DIMENSION DELL DIMENSION XPS P166c * 6X Multi-session tiut uj-kuivi urive 
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2»2hr. 

the system “^pjc^Pstimated 


i^ZT: 




800 - 232-8541 

In Canada^ call 800-839-0148 
Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun 12pm-5pmCT • http://www.us.dell.com/ 


Microsoft * 


Pentium windows*95 


166MHz PENTIUM' PROCESSOR 

• Mini Tower or Desktop Model 

• 16MB EDO Memory 
(128MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 1GB Hard Drive [10ms] (2GB Max) 

• 15LS Monitor (13.7"v.i.s.) 

• 64-bit PCI 2MB DRAM Video 
(128-bit 4MB VRAM Max) 


MS Office Professional with 
Bookshelf for Windows 95 

Microsoft' Windows 95/ 

30 Days Free Support 

Upgrade to 512KB Pipeline Burst 
Cache for only $100 more. 

lusiness Lease : $96/Mo. 

Irder Code #500213 


Reliable PCs For 
High Performanct 
Computing 


Dell Dimension 
XPS P166c 


TO ORDER, CALL 













